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THE BENGAL LEdlsilAIWE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

(Ofllowl Raport of Uio Fifth toosion.) 


Voluine LIV— No. S. 


Proeeediikgs ■ of the Bengal LegUlative Aatembljr auomblod 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tiik Asskmhi.y met in (lie Asheinbly House, ('aleutta, on Tuesday* 
the 28tl^ March. IJhW, at 4-45 p.m. 


Prasent: 

Mr. Speaker (I he Hon ’hie Khan liahadur M. A/.izun Haque, C.l.L.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hoii’hle Ministers and 201 nieniberH. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral apswers were given) 

Fro-Razi Propaganda by the members of the German Club in Caleuttas 

^289. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home (Helitical) Department aware — 

(S) of tlie existence of a ( iuh called the (lerman (lub in (’alcutta ; 

(b) that conscious jno-Nazi propaganda is carried on hy its 

members within and (mtsidi* this dub; and 

(c) that {leople of other nationalities are sometimes invited to their 

Clab to listen to Nazi propaganda? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPABTMEBIT (the Hon^ie. 
^hwaja Sir NazHnwIdin): (a) Yes. 

(b)^o. 

(o) Persons of other nationalities nre noderslood to he invited to the 
dub from time to time. 

2 
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QUESTIONS. ^ 


[28th Mae., 


' Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to (a) will 

the /■Hon’ble ^^inister W pleased to state if H is a social or political 
ClnbP 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far afi I am aware is 
a social Club. , 


« 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whal are the aims and objects of this Club? 


Th$ Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a social Club. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any watchers or officers of the Tntellij^ence Branch, 
C. I. D., have been posted to watch the affairs of this Club? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not tiiut 1 am aware of. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE; With reterence to (h), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of tindiii" out whether 
they are carrying* on aiiy pro-Nazi propaganda? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think there is 
anything to justify our taking any such step in the matter. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANilAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
. pleased to state if he is aware that political discussions are carried 
in that Club? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ((Uestion does not arise. 


Conduot of officers of the Cossimfoazar Wards Estate in Caibandha 
subdivision, Rangpur. 

*270. MaiUvi A9U H08SAIN SARKAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that officers 
the Cossimbaaar Wards Estate in the Gaibandha subdivisioa in the 
district of Rangpur are taking signatures from the tenants and jotedars 
residing in Haripur, Kapasia and other Union Boards on blank papers 
under compulsion? 
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* the answer to (a) is in the affirmfttive, ^will ^the Hoi»*bl6 

Ij^ister be pleased to state what is the reason therefor P ^ • 

(c) What steps, if Iny; do the Government propose to take in tho 
^jnatter? • * • 


^MINISTER in charge ef the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoV Prasad Singh Roy): (n) No. 


(6) and •(c) Do not arise. 


Establishment of Criminal Investigation Department (Intelligenoe 
Branch), Bengal. 

• 

•271. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS. Will the Hou’hle Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department be jjleased to lay on the 
table statement showing for the present time in resjject of the Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Criminal Investigation Department, Bengal — 

{a) the number of permanent Sub-Inspectors; 

(h) the number amongst them who are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 
(c) the number of permanent Assistant Sub-Inspectors; 

{(I) the numlHu amongst them who are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 
(c) the numi)er of permanent watchers; and 

(/) the number amongst them who are (1) Hindus and (2) MuslimsP 

Tho Hon’ble Khwraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. I am not prepared, in the 
public interest, to supply tin* figures asked for by tin* hon’ble member; 
but for his information, I may inform him that tin* percentage of 
appointments, as between Hindus and Muhammndans, is as follows: — 



Hindus. 

Muham- 

madans. 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Sub -Inspectors 

91 -6 

H*4 

Assistant Sub-Inspectors 

77-7 

22 *3 

Watcher constables 

9(> -4 

9-6 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased * to 
^tate what is th^ differeni^e between figures an(? percentage ? • 

JtA Hon'bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Figures give you the 
actual number of persons employed whereas percentage give you the 
relative position of Muslims and Hindus in tbe*service. 
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Jlr. ATUL Ki{l8HNA CHOSE: With reference to, (e), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be, pleased to state whether there are any temporary 
watchers us well and if so, what are their functions? 

Mft SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to subknit that since the 
issue of watchers is involved in this question, does it limit us to perma- 
nent watchers only? Is it your ruling? 

Mr, SPEAKER: The original question was with regard tn perma- 
nent watchers and reply to that has been given. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister kindly 
explain what is the significance of “public interest” due to which he 
is not willing to supply the figures asked for hv the honourable member? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will refer the honourable 
member to the dictionary to find out the meaning of the expression 
“public interest”. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the H on’ble Minisler be pleased to 
state why the percentage of Muslims is so low in this department? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (pie^tion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
(di'a^ed to ex])biin the signific'ance of the cx])ressl{>n “public interest”? 
I Ibink il is not only the dictionary meaning of the expression that is 
.oant but il nutans sonictliing t*ls(‘, nanicl> , to bide the departmental 
-airs. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Thai (|Ucsiion does not arise. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the U(»n'ble Minister be pleased to 
late the percentage of the S<‘hednled Castes in this Department? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. I may point out in 
ibis connection that although at the beginning of this session, I allowed 
^ueb supj)lcmeutary questions, now I find that the numWr of supple- 
iiieiitar\ questit5us on 'the pen'cntage of difiVrent communities is 
aumerous and the question of percentage of one community is so dift'er- 
ent from otjier communities, that T find it necessary to stick to certain 
rules in this regard. I shall be glad to admit separate questions on 
such matter. 
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^ Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to«draw your atteiftiou 
to the fart tliat whenever * any member of this Houae^aaks for any 
important information, the Hon’hle Minister evades tlie reply by saying* 
that ft affects public interest. So it is very difficult for us to interpret 
wlfbt sort of public interest it is. May we know if you will pennii 
snob important information to be shut out from the honourable mem- 
bers who aj*e entitled to know them. The Hoirble Minister is hood- 
winking us in this respect. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have no information of the facts, so 1 cannot 
say whether he is hoodwinking or not. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the ilon'hle Minister l>e pleased 
to consider the desirability of eiibancing tbe projmrtion <»f Muham- 
madans in this department ? 


Mr. SPEAKER; T}»at <{nestioii ilocs iioi arise. 


Recipients of scholarships for medioal training in foreign countries. 

•272. Mr. PATIRAM* ROY: (7/^ Will the llon'blc Minister in 
charge of the Medical and 1‘nblie Health Department l)i‘ pleased to 
state how many students re(‘eived scholarships for foreign training last 
year amongst — 

(i) (-aste Hindus; 

(/7) Scheduled Castes; and 

(it?) Muslims P 

(f/) Is it a fact that no Scheduled Castes candidates were selected? 

(^) Is it also a tact that in the present year the Siirgeon-deimral of 
Bengal Aid not rc<‘onmiend a single student of I lie Sc heduled ('asies for 
foreign training? 

(//) How many scholarships are there in the present year for medical 
traiuing in foreign countries? 

(c) Are the (Tovernment <*o!isidering the desirahility of iiuTeasipg 
the number so as to give at least four such schojarship^ t-o the students^ 
^f the Scheduled* Castes? 

MINISTER in charge of the MEDICAL and PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Kfian): (a) There is no 
provision for* scholarships for medical students for Imparting foreign 
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c 

« ‘ 

• 

The hon’hle member evidently means study leave granted jto 
•officers of the iengal Medical Service. Study^ leave was granted in 
<1938 to three Muslim Bengal Medical Service officers and the ordinary . 
l^ave of a caste Hindu Bengal Medical Service officer was converted into 
study leave as a special case. ' 

(b) Yes. There was only one applicant belonging'to the Scheduled 
Castes for such leave but he was ineligible, not having completed 5 
years ^ service. 

(c) No final recommendations have yet been made by the Surgeon- 
General. 

(d) There is provision for study leave for three Bengal Medical 
Service officers in the present year. 

(e) A scheme for giving facilities to an increased number of 
Bengal Medical Service officers for study abroad is under my considera- 
tion. The case of any applic ant belonging to the Scheduled Castes 
will be sympalhetically considered by me but no reservation as suggested 
seems to be possible. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS; With reference to {h) will the 
Hon’blc Minister be pleased to state if be is aware that the candidate 
who had not com])loted 5 years’ ‘Service a1 tbai time has completed 5 
years this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not know how he 
stands at present, but he had not completed five years when he applied 
last year. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 

phrased to say if it is possible for him to give out the name of the . 
•'•didute who aj>plied for this foreign training? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 want notice. 


Attachment of estates by Government in Dinajpur district under 

Cess Act. 

*273* Mauivi ABDUL JABBAR: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
:.argc of the rfevenue Department be pleased to state whether it is 

{i) that' in the district of Dinajpur, estates are being attached 
under sei-lion 99 of the Os.s Act; and 
(ii) that theif management is being taken over by Government? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state-*- 
(i) the names of sucfi attached estates; and 
(u) the periods of their attachment in each case? 

% 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(6) (i) end (it ) — 


* Names of estates, 

(1) Gobindapur 

(2) Bahamankimda 

(3) Dakshineswar I)ol)ottar 

(4) Jagafial 

(5) Jamalpiir Wakf 

(6) Kanc'han 

(7) Dinujpur Raj 

(8) Haripiir 

(9) Gbatahil 


Dates from which attached. 

2r)th SepU^mber, 1937. 

2,3nl April, 1934. 

24th Septernhor, 1937. 

23rti Docombcr, 1937. 

18th June, 1938. 

2l8t June, 1938. 

25th ,ruly, 1938. 
f>ih S<‘pteinl)cr, 1938. 

Ihtli lhH‘<nnl>er, 1938. 


Mr, SERAJUL ISLAM: With ndcrcncc lo (h) (i) and (?i), will the 
HoiThle Miiiisicr he* ;»l(*ascil to stale' why the pstat<» of Rahamaiiknnda 
has lH*«‘n nuder at Ijichnicui lor si^ch a long time? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Very likely a large 
amount of cess is in arrears. 


Cess oredited to District Fund from the Khas Mahals in Noakhali. 

*274. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the II on ’hie Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the years 1935-^10, 1936-37 and 1937-38 in the district 
of Noakhali — 

(a) the total* amount of cess credited to the* District Fund from the 
Khas Mahal; 

* (6) the api>roxiiiiaie amount of the cess realised separately from 
the Khas Mahal estates of Sandwip, .Hutiya and Ramgati 
cycles ; 
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(c) the amount paid to the District Board during the period by the 

Govprnirient as IJ per cent, special^ grant for the construc- 
tion and improvements of roads, etc., in the Khas Mahal 
area; and ' 

(d) the amount actually spent by the District Board during ^the 

period for construction and improvements of the roads in the 
Khas Mahal area of the three islands (to be shown 
r separately) ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement' is 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 274. « 

l935-3(>. 1936-37. 1937-38. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. • a. p. 

(а) Total amount of cess 
credited to District Fund 

from Klias Mahal .. 40,961 0 2 46,076 12 10 31,620 0 4 

(б) Amount of cess realised 

from the Khas Mahal 

circles of — 

Sandwip .. 7,668 8 ^ 6,999 3 4 5,384 13 11 

Hatiya .. 8,951 15 0 9,612 5 4 7,787 0 4 

Ramgati .. 12.053 13 9 12,932 14 5 9,788 3 5 

(c) Amount paid to District 
Board as IJ per cent, 

special grant for roads 
and communications in 

Khas Mahal areas .. 12.049 0 0 13,513 4 0 12,448 5 0 

:) Amount spent by Dis- 
trict Board on roads and 
communications in the 
Khas Mahal area of — 

Sandwip .. 3,205 4 0 3,967 12 0 3,331 5 0 

Hatiya .. 11,208 2 0 8,100 10 0 6,4^7 8 0 

Ramgati .. 3,029 11 i) 2,225 12 0 1,457 5 0 

Relations between Bench and Bar Jn the Civil Courts of Pirojpur, 
BakarganJ. 

•275. Srijut NARENDRANATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’bk 
.1 mister in charge of Ihe Judicial Department aware — 

{i) that' the strained relations between the Bench and the Bar in 
the Civil Courts of Pirojpur (district Bakarganj) has l>een 
continijing as such for .several months past; ^ 
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• ♦ 

• * 

« (Ct) tlmt representations have been made agaii^st the local Mtftisif 
* and the ministerial staff by the Bar Associftion, Piro^puf; 

and • 

(ill) that the litigant public are finding it difficult to get justice? 

(h) Is it a faci, that the record in M. 8. No. 2783/38* of the 2nd 

Munsif Court, Pirojpur, has been missing for some time? 

• • • 

(r) If the answer U> (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister W pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to truce 
the record? 

(77) If no steps have yet been taken, do the tloveninieut consider it 
deiirable to take proper steps in this matter'^ 

(e) AVhat stops have the Government taken or do they j>n»iH)se io 
take for restoration of the moral atmosphere at Pirojpur in the interest 
of the Wtigant and piildic in gmieral. 


MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossam, Khan Bahadur): By the eouHesy 

of tin* Hoiri)b‘ tin- (’hiet Justice I am abh* to repl\ as follows: — 

(a) (/) Yes. Relations were strained in June, 1!)3S. but in 
December, IJtdS, the District Judge, Bakarganj, reported an easing of 
the tension. • 

(//) Yes: tlie local Bar Association made representations against the 
Munsifs at Pirojpur to tin* District Judge. Bakarganj. The High (\)urt 
has no information of any represt^ntation against the ministerial staff. 

(ill) No. The District Judge rejxirted in December, 1938, that 
‘‘except for the soreness of teeling* sutVercul by three or four junior 
jdeaders the litigant public in general and the Bar as a whole were not 
"Suffering’*. 

(h) Tlie Court has no inf(>rmaliori. 

(c) anid (d) Do not arise. 

(c) The District Judge has been askcMl to refmrt in the matter when 
he has finally dealt with the representations of the Bar Association. His 
report, is awaited. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: AVith refci'c'iu'e to answer 
will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what wH»re the 
grievances of the Bar Association against the Munsifsi" 

• 

The Hofi’We Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSffIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want Diitice* 



( 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 28 th Max., 


la 

Ml** DHIREMtfRA MATH DATTAs With reference to answer (6) 
that the Court Iras no information, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Court referred to therein is the 2nd Munsif^s Court? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur! 

No, the High Court. , 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA; With reference to answer 
{in) will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state if he thinks that the 
whole of the local Bar Association was not affected? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the High Court was informed of the fact that the 
record of the Case No. 278-1 /‘VS was missing when this question was 

put? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The High Court has no information ihal it is missing. It may be there 
even now and lh(‘ iniormation that 1 am gidting may he wrong. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Myixiueslion '\\as whether the 
allegation that the r(‘cord of a parlieular ease in the Second Munsif’s 
Court had been missing was brought to the notice of the High Court 
hy the 11 on ’hie Minister? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Y ou want to know' whether a copy of the allega- 
•'»n was sent to the High Court. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

; take full responsihility for the answer given liere, hut 1 believe the 
■'igh Court is perfectly right when it sa\h that it has got no informa- 
on. If anybody has been affected hy missing of any document he may 
oply for a copy and if h(‘ does not get it he may’ bring it to the notice 
•' the High (k)urt. Probably Mr. Dutt has not read the first part of 
‘te answer where I say that by thercourtesy’^ of the Hon’ble the Chief 
-ustice 1 am able to reply as follows. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon^ble Minister b^^ 
yleased to state whether be is in possession of the fact that led to the 
•‘‘lations Inking strained lM*tween the Ih'neli and the Bar? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise 



1989. j . QUESTIONS. II 

Mr« DHIRENORA NATH OATTA: Will the %n’ble kinistertL) 

pleased to state whether ‘any enquiry was made from the Munsif* of 
Pirojpur about the allejration that the record of the Munsif ’s Court 

wjui m^ssinf?? 

w 

Tlie Hcm’bie Nowitf) MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahwturi 

You ought to know that this is the business of the High Court. All 
judicial work is directly under the control of the High Coxirt*aiid tiot 
of the executive department. The High Court was rtd’erred to by us 
an^ the information we give is nothing hut n copv of what vve have 
received from the High Court. 

DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the HoiChle Minister be 
pleased to have an emjuin- made as to whether the document referred 
to was missing or noty 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My friend wants me to interfei(‘ in a judicial affair. It he will give 
me all the power to do so I will gladly exercise that power, hut T 
believe legislation is necessary. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will tiu Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state it Jhe missing ot a record of a case is a judicial matter? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Of course. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will llx Hon'ble Minister bo 
pleased to state tlie reason for the sonuiess of feeling suffered by three or 
four junior pleaders? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; That question does not arise. 


Fish scarcity in Bengal. 

•276. Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: (a) Is the llon’hle Minister 
in charge of *1110 Agriculture and Veterinary Defrartment aware — 

(t) tliat fish is one of the principal food of the people of Bengal; 

and • • • 

tu\lhat fish is gradually lieconiing scarce? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do the Oovernmeut 
contemplate undertaking legislative measures witlf a view to removing 
the scarcity?* 
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MINItfER in ^«rg« of tho AGRICULTURE and VETERIH^RY 
GEPARTMEIfT (the Hon’Me Mr. TmizudcNh Ktam): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) No. T am not aWare of any scarcity. 

« ^ 

(h) In his report, which is now under consideration, the FisSery 
Expert who made a survey of Bengal fisheries last ‘year has indicated 
that certain legislative measures may be desirable for the better develojK 
ment an^ conservation of the sources of our fish supply. His recom- 
mendations are being examined and Government propose to take suit- 
able action when final decisions have been reached. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the disirict of Faridpiir there is any scarcity 
or not'r' 

The Hcn'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; II is a relative term, Sir. 
Sometimes there is scarcity, sometimes there is abundance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the scarcity atTeci you or Mr Tamizuddin 
Khan? 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Both 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the HonMde Minister he pleased to 
state if there is any non-ofHcial Bill before this House for the develop- 
ment of fishery in the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Yes. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ldf* Minister he prepared to 
tell us if the provisions ot that Bill will serve the purpose of betterinjj 
the condition of fishery? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the llon'hle Minister be 
pleasful to state when the report referred to in (h) is expected and 
whether it will he available to the general public or only to the members 
of the legislature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; The report has already 
been submitted. Whether it Mill be available to the public I cannot 
say off-hand. •- 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: When will it be published? 

The Hon’bleAlr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; T cannot say off-hand. 
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Tto Provinoial Hindu Oonferdm in Khulnn «nd odnducl of 
Muhammidan processionists on the ooclsion» • 

^ Si.*NARENDRA NATH DAS QUPTA: (a) la the Hou'ble 

jf^Bbiister in charg^e of the Horae (Police) Depiirtiiieut aware that on 
the 19th February*, 1939, just after the Beiigiil Provincial Hindu Con- 
ference was over, a Muhaininadan imHession moved round the cmifer- 
ence pancia/ Shouting slogans “Death unto Hindu MahaHabha”t “Death 
unto Savarkuv”, “Death unto M(M>nje“, when Dr, Mtumje had Wen 
addi’essing a vast Hindu audience inside the pandalY 

(ir) Did the priKession secure any jtolice liceiu'e!^ 

•(c) If 80 , why did not the j»olic<* regulate the route and stop 
slogans ? 

(d) the procession did not se<‘ure any licence, why did not the 
authority stop it or take* steps against any breach of the ])eace? 

(c) Is it a tact that the proctvssion was led b\ two Muslim 
M.L.A.’s.P 

(/) Is it a fact — 

(t) that iK'tition for licence was refused; 

(«) that the nnwession was organised; and 

(uV) that the indice did not take an\ steps against the (Ugani Ration P 


The Hon’hle Khwi^a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It api^ears that on the 
19th Fehniary, 1939, the District Magistrate was intdrmed by a letter 
that a ]>rocession would Ik* led along certain route in Khulna, the route 
selected i)as.sing by the Hid<‘ of the pandal. The District Magistrate 
jpfornied those who proj>osed to take out the procession that no proces- 
sion could start without ]WM*mission. Peuruission was ultiinal(*ly given 
to take out the procession i>y a route which would avoid the pandal 
wher^ the Bengal Provincial Hindu Conference was b(*lng held and it 
was deci8e<l that a pi’ocession li('en<e would be issued for that route. 
While this decision was l>eing arrived at the prcK^ession coinpc^sed of 
some 3,000 Muhammadans started and j>{is.sed the jtnudal. Both Maulvi 
Abdul Hakim, m.l.a., and Khan^Sahib Sainsher Rahman, ex-M.n.c;., 
were observed in the procession. The j)ersons in the i)ro<!esHi(m shouted 
the following .slogjms : “Hindu Mahasabha dhaiigsa houk”, “Savarlfar 
Dhangsa houk”, •“McK>nje dhangsa houk“. The profession was not* 
stopjMid as the officers on the sjxd were unaware of the results of the 
diacusslons that were being held with regard to the taking out of the 
proeWsion, 

The Inspector-General of Police has ordered an enquiry to be held. 
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• 

< Babu NAGE^IDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie 
pleased to slate wjiether the officer in charge asked for the licence to 
he Shown to Wm? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The matter is und^r 
enquiry. ^ • 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
plfeased stale if it is a fact that the procession in question was taken 
out without a licence P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refe^ the 
honourable member to my answer. 

t 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Do the Government consider 
the desirability of proceeding legally against those persons responsible 
for taking out the procession without a licence as they did agkinst the 
persons who took out the Burdwan procession for Kali immersion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The latter part of your question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The first part is there. Wont 
the Government consider the desirability of proceeding legally against 
those persons responsible for taking out the procession without a 
licence? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is difficult to express 
an opinion until the report of thjf* Inspector-General of Police is 
available. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. It is admitted that the procession 
was taken out without a license. * ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister in effect says that it 
is very difficult to come to a conclusion until the report of the 
Inspector-General of Police is available. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Was it not the express 

intention of the District Magistrate that no processioti could start 
without permission and was not the procession taken out in violation 
of his express desire P« , 

The Hfii’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that until Government ere in full possession of all the facts it is very 
difficult to express kn opinion. 
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Dr. NALINAKMA SANYALt WiU the Hoi|*hle Mittiatertbe 
|>]pa8ed to state if it is Government policy to q^amine proposinons 
through departmental report and to postpone the ope At ion of law in 
cases where 4 ome members of the Coalition Party are involved? 

% * 

Mr. 8PEAKEJ?! That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Honble Minisie!' be 
pleased to state whether the fuel which he admitted that the pnK'ession 
had started without the consent of the local police and that the police 
took no action against the processionists, was not sufHcient to call for 
an explanation from the police of Khulna? 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am very sorry to say that though your inten- 
tion i^in order, the form of your question is not in onler. Ihe long 
and short of your question is why no action was taken. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Besides that 1 want to include 
this. The llon’hle Minister has already admitted tliai the imlice knew 
that the procession came without a license and yet they did not take 
any action. 


• Mr. SPEAKER: In other words, why was not action taken by 
the police in spite of this statement of fact? 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have already 
stated the Inspector-General of Police has called for a rei>ort as to how 
this had happened and until that report is obtained no action can be 
» taken. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Bon’ble Minister be 
pleased^o state what are the points of enquiry which have been ordered 
by the Inspector-General of Police? 

The HoAnble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. SURENPRA NATH BISWAS: Will the fion’ble Minister 
“^be pleased to state whether it was not the duty of the police officer to 
stop Ae pro<*,essioii when if was passing by him? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ariae 



t 
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SASANKA lEKfMR 9MIJAU WiU tike Hon’ble Minister 
c be pleased to state, whether the police took any steps to disperse the 
procession ? ^ 

The Hon’hli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have said it is 
very difficult to state what exactly happened, but evidently there nas 
been a mistake made and I am not in a position to ^give any informa- 
tion until I have seen the report of tlie Inspector-General of Police. 

Mr, NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the additional facts which he wants to have 
elicited besides those mentioned in his statement before he proceeds 
to take action? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That (juestion has been answered. 

8J, N AREN DR A NATH DAS GUPTA; Knowing that the District 
Magistrate did not permit the procession why did not the police officer 
stop that procession P 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise, because the police 
did not know what transpired. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Knowing that the District 
Magistrate did not give any permission, w'hen they were taking out the 
procession by that route, I mean by the side of the panda,, it was 
incumbent on the part of the police officer to stop it then and there. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the whole matter 

was being discussed in the bungalow' of the District Magistrate and 
the police officers on duty were not aware as to what had been decidecT 
there. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Ilon'ble Minister 
be pleased to stale whether the discussion in the District Magistrate's 
bungalow does away with the necessity of taking out a procession with 
a licence? 


Tha Hon’ble Khwi^a Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Certainly not, b\(t as 
'I have said they were trying to come to an amicable settlement. It 
was known to the officei's that an amicable settlement was being 
attempted and therefore ver^^ likely there might have been some mistake 
made, and perhaps they might have thought that these people might 
have obtained . some pemiuiou. 
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Daulatpur Agridlltural IMitika.* 

* * 278 . Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Will the Hvn^Ue Minister in 
charge of tl^e Agricultirre and Veterinary l)e|>atttnent 1)6 pleased to* 
on the table a statement showing for the l)auL)tpn»- Agricultural 
Inititute — 

• 

(i) the expenditure incurred up till now; 

(it) the* number of students under training at pre.senf ^^^t * the 
Institute ; 

(m) the districts tlie\ come from; 

(iv) the numbei of Muslim students at the Institute; 

, (v) the names and (lualiticatious of the teachers of the college and 

their pay ; and 

{ri) the monthly average exjRuiditure incurreil for all puriMises as 
• against an\ inconu' from whatever sourced 

(b) Are there any sjiecial lacilities for the Muslim students y 

(c) If so, what are those ta< ilitiesy 

{d) How do (Tovernmcnt propose to |Mipularise the institution y 
te) Have the (loNcrnment received an application from the Princi- 
pal of the Institute y 

(/) If so, what is liKs pia\t‘i in the applu’ationy 
(<7) Are the 1 TOvernmPnt considering tlie desirability oi cnniting 
atijiends (sfMJciaJ or otherwise) to attract Muslim students? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(6) There art‘ no sj>ecial facilities for Muslim students. All 
students have equal facilities, 

(c) and (/) Do not arise. 

(d) There appears to he no nece.s8ity for (Government action in thig 
behalf. Considering that the Institute is still in its early infancy the 
progress so far is not unsatisfactory. 

(e) No. 

(g) Not at present. 

Statement referred to in the. reply to starred question No, 278^ 

(a) (i) Rs. 1^*45,677, vi^.— 

Cost of land — Rs. 66,372. 

Cost of buildings — Rs. 1,59,086. 

Establishment and running expens6s--^R«. 20,219. 
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Number of students. 
... 10 
... 4 


1 

2 
1 
2 

I 
1 

l\>tal ... 29 

(tv) 6. 

(r) Names and (jualificalioiis <d I he ieachei s — 

Mr. S. 1*. Bose, i\.sc. iWales) in Agriculture, 
with about 5 \ear'^’ e.\])erienee in India — 

Princii>til , 

Balm Dinesh (^'handra Das. Holds the Indian 
diploma and 10 years’ exj^eriencc in the 
Calcutta Co-operative Milk Union — IVofes- 
sor of Dairying 

Babu Nirinal Chandra Mazunidar, h.a(.. of 
Poona. Woiked as Aoricultural Expert in 
Sir Daniel Ilaniilton’s Farm at Gosaba and 
has (jonsiderable ex]>erience in teaching — 

Professor of Agriculture 

Babu Heinendra Kumar Se^i, b..\g. (Nagpur), 

Specialised in Horticulture — Professor of 

Horticulture 

Babu ifabindra Nath Shome, (iraj^uate of the 
Bengal Veterinary College 
«♦ ‘ , 

(vi) Rs. 1,000 approximately against an average monthly income of 
app^ximately Rs. 50(). ‘ 


Pay 

Rs 

200 

100 

t 

100 

100 

60 



(ii) 29. 

(Hi) I)i8»l,rict. 
Khuli^ 
'iiarisal 
Jessore"*^ 
Dacca 
Burdwan 
Murshidabad 
Mymensingh 
Sylhet 
Chittagong 
Faridpur 
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Local Board Elections in Midnapora district. 




♦279t Mr. P. BANERJI: («) Will tli^'Hon'ble^Miuister in cnarg© 
)f the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to j^te why out 
)^%e*five subdivisions in Midnapore, the LocahJloard election tcph 
jlace ill four siibdtvisions ? 

(h) AA’^liy.nO election was held in the dliargram subdivision if • 

Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that on the day of the scnitiny 
the. Returning Ofticer declared that the election from the Jhargram 
mbdivision was postjxmed? 

{fj ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wliat were the 
ipetial reasons for sucli postponements 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ])lensed to state what are the 
•easons for the continuance of the present Distried Hoard for an 
ndefinite period ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state when tlic con- 
ditution of the new District Hoard is likely to be effected. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
<hwaja Nawab Habibuilah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) to {d) The election 

() the l.o(al Hoaid in (he •Ihnigiam subdivision had to be f)ostl)oned ivs 
jrovernmeiit su'H' advised jf^ul a < oiisid(‘rubl»* part of tiu* subdivision 
icing coveicd in illici b\ 1‘anchayati Unions nor by Village Self-Govern- 
iieiit Cnion^, im \alid clccloial roll coubl be prejiared and published, 
indei lulc of (In* h^lcction Rules under the Local Self-Government 
\ct, foi' holding (he <‘l<‘ction in this sululivision and (hat any eb*ction 
leld on (lie basis of an illegal roll would be invalid. 

(cl 'riie District Htiard cannot be reconstitute*! until the reconsti- 
mtion ot all the liocal Hoards in the district is <*omplete, 

(/) (Government are considering the measures to be taken with a 
rie\\ to expediting (he reconstitiRion of the Jhargrarn Local Hoard and 
die District Hoar<l will be reconstituted as soon as possible after (he 
•econstitution of the said Local Hoaril 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAIT^I: Will the Hon'ble Ministei be 
deased to stated when the last TiOcal Hoard election was held? 

The Hon’ble ML H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; T want notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble M^nisier he 
deased to state if he is aware that rule 22 of the Tx)cal Self-Oovepn- 
nent Rules applies only to the publication of the electoral roll? 



QUESTIONS. ' 


[28th Mar., 

^Mr. SPEAKElA: As the Hon'ble Minister in charge is not present 
here, I thiuk^ the' supplementary questions may be postponed tilL to- 
morrow. * , 

The HonIHe Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am prepared to «an|^r 
supplementary questions based on facts, but I can hardly reply to any 
question relating to interpretation of law. * 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Rule 22 says that the list of 
voters shall be prepared at the office of the union concerned, and yule 
25 is coiK-erned only with the publication of the voters’ list and not 
its piej)aration. The relevant rule is 22. I am therefore asking the 
HonT)h‘ Minister if he is awaie nf the fact that rub* 22 relates to^the 
pre})aialion of the voters' list. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The hon’ble member 
may have legal advice in the matter. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the electoral 
roll so far as the Jhargram subdivision is concerned, had already been 
prepared 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T think no valid electoral 
roll could be prepared because there were no parphayeti unions nor 
village self-govei'iiment unions. 

Mr. KI8H0RI PATI ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stat(‘ whethei' any legal advice was taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. legal advice 
has been taken. 

Mr. KI8H0RI PATI ROY: May we know, Sir, whether the 
Advocate-Ileneral was consulted? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I do not think we went 
as far as that, but we Iiave taken the advice of our legal advisers. 

Mr, P. BANERJI; Will the 'Hon’ble Minister be , pleased to give 
,118 an approximate idea of the time by which a iwonstitution of the ' 
board is possible? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Even if steps were taken 
to amend the rules now, the elections cannot be held before 9 months 
pass under the rules. As to what should he the constitution of the 
i»w rules, it ^has not yet been decided. I may inform the hon'ble 
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Bwmber’that ihe Chaukidari Committee is also oonsiaennK me quest/)!! 
regarding the establishment of village self-governmeiit unions in 
Jhargram subdivision, and I think that interft^renee is not desirable 
until the report of the Chaukidari Committee is published. 


Mr> P. BANERJI: Will the Ilun’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the whole matter is being delayed on account of the establish nient 
of union boards in that area? 


*The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8* 8UHRAWARDY: I cannot go as far as^ 

that, but it depend.s largely on the report that the Chaukidaii ('’com- 
mittee will submit. 


Frequent changes of text-books in primary and secondary schools. 

*280. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: {n) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(n of the frequent chang'e of text-hooks in the ])rimary and 
secondary schools; 

(it) that students of those institutions liave to purchase new books 
every year; and 

(in) that students who are not promoted to higher classes are also 
• reciuired to purchase' new' books P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the llon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking steps in the matter to reduce the 
educational expenses of middle class and poor hoys? 


MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Books are chosen by the authorities 
of the^ sch(K)ls and not by (iovernrnent. Instructions are being issued 
to all (h^ernmeiit and Government-aided schools that changes in text- 
books for individual classes must not be made more frequently than 
once every four years without the approval of the Inspector of Schools. 
Government have no control over unaided scluxds. 

(b) Does hot arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Win the iTon ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that books have to be selected by the 
school authorities from out of the lists approved by the Director of 
Public Instruction and whether it is a fact that frequent change in the 
list of approved text-books necessitates freejuent change in the text- 
books of schools P • ' 
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VXhe Hon’ble ifcr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have received complaints 
to that effect, rnd 1 am examining the whole question. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is the Hon’ble Mpi^p 
aware that if the text-books are not frequently changed, teachers do not 
take any interest in teaching? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Surgeon Superintendent of Mayo Hospital, Calcutta. 

*281. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; (a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Medical and Public Health Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — ^ 

(i) whether recently the post of the Surgeon Superintendent to 
the Mayo Hospital was thrown open to independent medical 
practitioners and advertisement sought for the same; and 
(//) whether there were suitable Tndiaii candidates ff)r the post? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ])leased to state the name and 
qualification of the ])erson who has been appointed? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware thal there is a teeling over the 
non-appointment of an Indian to the post? 

(d) Are tfie (lovermnent considering the desirability ot in vestigating 
into the matter and of taking step^ that in future claims of suitable 
Indian candidates are considered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Mayo Hospital is 
not a State institution but a prviate institution to which Government 
make an annual grant-in-aid. The management of the instittition vests 
entirely' in the Hoard of Governors and Government are not, therefore, 
in any way res])onsible for ap]>ointmenls of members of the staff of this 
inwstitulion. Kecently there was a vacancy in the post of Surgeon 
Superintendent to the Mayo Hospital which was hitherto occupied by 
Lt.-(ol. Kirwan in accordance with a very old arrangement and f am 
informed thal the Hoard of Goverliors have appointed ’Dr. F. H. B. 
Norrie, m.h., ch.m. (Aberdeen), f.u.c.s., (Fdin). m.d. (Aberdeen), 
, o.B.r:., from ai^miigst, many candidates including seyeral Indians. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Miimter l>e 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the post of Surgeon-Superintendent 
of Mayo Hospital vacant a^ a result of certain action taken by the 
, Government? «■ 
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Tta Hon'Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 am not aware of th/. 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hk Ministe'r b« 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Board of Oovernors of this insti-* 
<^(io1l require the approval of (tovernmentf 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That may he so. 

* • • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Ron’lile Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a faet that there are a innnher of e.T-officio 
members on tlie Hoard inehiding- the (Miiid’ diisliee and the Surjjeon- 
General ? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Yes 

Drd*NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the iloiride Ministei be pleased 
to state it it is a tact tliat some of these c.r-^offirto imouhtTs who were 
also (joveriiTiient si'r vanls, were responsihh* tor this appoinlmiMit I'' 

Mr. 8PEAKER ; Thai (HieNlion does not arise 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I sulmiil, it does, Sii. Govern- 
ment liave Kvspoiisihility in the formation of (his Hoard and some 
members who atl' on I he# Hoard aie tunet ionin/4 there as v.v-offu nt 
members and thend'ore their action is the action of th(‘ Government; 
they are not tht‘re as individuals but in their capacity as Government 
oflicials. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am SOI IV, 1 cannot ajrree with you. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, my submission is that it is a 
very important (piestion of jirinciple. If Government servants are 
funotionTnp there, they are doin;»- so not as individuals but because of 
their, official position, and therefore tlieir action comes within the 
purview'^of tlie Jie«‘i‘<latuie, and certainlv thc‘ ITon’bIc* Minister can 
reply to that. 

Mr. SPEAKER; T ijuite reali.se your point. Hut I do not think that 
under the pi^esent Gonstitution F can make the Government responsible 
for the action of any official member nominated by Government to aliy 
Board . • 


Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Does th.- Hon’ble Miniver consider 
the desirability of revising the londitions for the fi^rant to this institu- 
tion in view’ of the facts mentioneil in the representation to the 
Government ?• • • 
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Vhe HotKMe Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Ur, MALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the lion’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if be is aware that there were very many reputed Ipdiao- 
Surgeons who were applicants for that post, and that their claims wer6 
not properly examined by the Board and that the Board practically 
conspired to put in Dr. Norrie? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, fhat is a reflection on the conduct of 
the Board. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I am reflecting on the conduct pf 
the (fliief Justice also, not as (.hief flutsice but as a member of this 
Board. If the Chief Justice has functioned as a judge, we cannot 
question his judgment, but when he is acting not in the ca]>acij;y of a 
judge but as a member of a board and does sometliing which is against 
public interest, I submit that his action can be questioned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You (;annot, T am afraid, do tliat. That is a 
question of interj)retation. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are considering the d<^sirabilityf of reconstituting 
the Board and revising the rules regarding grani of money to this 
institution Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN <KHAN: 1 have already answered 
that question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that in the Mayo Hospital by far the largest^ 
number of contributors are Indians and the members are mostly Indians, 
and those who are reidpients of medical aid in that medical instit|Ution 
are also Indians.^ t, 

I 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: liargely so. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: Will the Hoip’ble Minister 

pleased to state what was the number of Indian candidates for the 
post and the iiuijilwr ot. Indian candidates who were granted interviews? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: There were severaMndian 
candidates. ' 


Mr. EYED JfLALUDOIN HA8HEMY: I want the ^act numbn. 
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The Hoffl’Me Mr. TAMIZUDOiN KHANs 1 cannot give the exi/^t 

fiumber oflf-hand. • • 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
b^^leased to tell us the amount of annual arrant ^iveii to this hospital 
by Government? • 

The Hon’lile Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Ks. 35,042. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to that portion of 
the answer relatiuff to the (lualifieations of the new Superintendent, 
will the Hon’ble Minister i>e fileasod to state if it is a tin t that this 
doctor was serving? in a Kuropeaii Jute Mill and tliat hi' wa.s sacked from 
there for misconduct ? 

Mr. Speaker: t hilt (|Ui‘stioii (lot's not iiriso. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All riRht. Sir. tho “inisi'onduct 

portion” of my question may be left out. (Tiaup'hter.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: riiat is not the on]\ tiling. Your qui'stion must 
arise out of the orijrinal ijuestion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AAYAL: My question is thi.s: As rej^ards the 
qtlalifications of the new Super iiiteiident , the lloirble Ministi'r says in 
his answ'cr that he is an M.B., C’h.M. (Aberdeen), etc. I submit that, 
apart from that, he has ^-ot anotjier (jualiti(‘ation, viz., that he was 
serving in a Kuropean Jute Mill. That is his iH'st ijualification, and I 
also say, Sir, tliat he was sacked 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I submit, Sir, that it is 
only fair^to point out that Dr. Norrie enjoys a very ^reat reputation. 
(Laughter. ) 


Union Board dispensaries of Rangpur. 

•282. Mr. 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of th# Public Health and* Medical Department be pleased to 
state — • 

(a) how many Union Board dispensaries a re *t here fn the district of 
^ Rangpur; 

(b) which of them, if any, have received (iovernment grant in the 

current year; and ^ 

(c) how piuch each of the dispensaries has got? • 
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V The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Twenty-five. 

\h) and (c) Eighteen Onion Board dispensaries have received grants 
from Government in current year at the rate shown against each in 
the statement laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses {h) and, (c) of starred 
question No. 282. 


Us. 


Saidpnr 

Fulchari 

Barahazratpur 

Mirganjhat 

C/haitrakole 

Birat 

Nakailiat 

Debpur-Durganatli 

Kamdia 

Badiakliali 

Gagla 

Kutubpur-Nahalipara .. 

Balua-Baroala 

Tambulpur 

Itkuniari 

Hatibandha 

Mogalhat 

Bonarpara 


500 

500 


250 


250 

250 ' 


250 


250 


250 


250 

250 


250 


250 


250 


250 

250 

250 

250 

250 


Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Uoirble Minister be pleased 
to state why the rest of the union board dispensaries were not given any 
grants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Most probably because 
their a]>plieations have not Immmi considered by the Civil Surgeon. 

f ' 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: In view of the fact that the Hon’ble 
Minivster is sympathetic towards union board dispensaries, will he please 
sanction some fundvS to them? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request for action. 
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Matriculation District Scholarships to Noakhali ^district 

•283. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will the Hou’ble* 

^Jjniftter in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(?) the number of recognised high English schools in the districts 
of Murshidabad, Pabna, Itangpur, Nadia and Noakhali; and 

(?i) the number of district scholarships awarded on the results of 
^ the Matriculation Examination and allotted to those districts? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the number of high English 
schools in the Noakliali district has increased in recent .\ears? 

(c) If so, are the (Government considering the desirability of allot- 
ting two scholarships to the Noakhali district as before? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {(t) (?) The total number 
of recognised high schools during the >ear IJhhS in the districts was 
Murshidabad 27. Pabna ‘U . Pangpui 21. Nadia dP and Noakhali ‘hS. 

(li) Third grade junior scdiolarships are allotted by Divisions and 
their distribution among the districts of a Division varies every 
year according to the number of passes in the tirsi division trom each 
district in the tir^ceding ,\ear, The numla*r of scholarships allotted to 
the districts in 19d(S was tfs follows: — 

e 

Murshidabad ... ... ... 2 

Pabna ... ... ... 2 

Kangpur ... ... . 2 

Nadia ... ... ... 2 

Noakhali ... I 

(h) Yes. 

{i‘) The vpiestioij does not arise in view of the answer to (c/ ) (?’?). 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the lion'hle Ministej he 
pleased to consider the desiiability of <lihl i ibuting the third-grade 
junit . scholarships allotted to each Division, district by distrii t, not 
according to*the [leicentage of {las.ses trom each district, but according 
to the number (d scdiooE in each district? • 

• • • , 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I < (mid not follow the 
questi^ . 

Mr. SPEAKER: He says that under the present system scholarships 
are granted According to the number of passes in ea<^ district and he , 






Fines realised for petty cases in Police Courts, Calcutta. 

*284. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charj^^e of the Tudicial and Tie^islative Department be 
pleased to lay on th(‘ table a siateinent showing- for the years ^936-37, 
1937-38 and 1938-39. fines realised for petty cases from — 

(1) Hawkers, 

(2) Riekshaw-j)nllers, and 

(3) Dulloek (‘art drivers; and 

in the — 

(1) Bankshall l\)li(*(‘ (Jourt, 

"(2) Jorabagan Police Oouri. 

(3) Sealdah Police Ponrt, and 

(4) Alipore Police (\>urt? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Bankshall and Joraha(/an Police Courts. — Figures for fines realised from 
(1) hawkers, (2) rickshaw-pullerws, and (31 bullock cart drivers are not 
available as these are not separately kept. 

Hawkers and bullock (‘.art drivers are generally fined under section 
66 of the Calcutta Police Act. 

Total fines realised in petty cases in North Division Court are shown 
below — 

Rs. a. p. 

1936- 37 ... 35,347 0 9 

1937- 38 ... ... 32,886 16 9 

1938- 39 (up to December 1938) ... ... 19,198 14 ^ 9 

Figures for South Division are not available as these are not 
separately kept, but are shown in the regi steers along with judicial fines 
i(n serious cases. • 
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• * 

Bickfitaw-pullera are fined under the Hiw,*kuey darriage Act (liof 

'| 91 »). ' . ^ 

Total figures of fines realised under that Act are shown below — 
South ]yi vision. 


• 

Ra. 

a. p. 

1936-37 

... 13,758 

1 3 

1937-38 

12.402 

0 9 

1938-39 (up to December 19381 .. 

... 5.949 

9 3 

Morfh Division. 

l{f3(;-37 

... 0,150 

8 3 

1937-38 

... 5.745 

14 6 

1938-39 (up to Decenibei. 1938) 

2.258 

4 9 

Seahhih Police Court. 



1930-37. 

1937-38. 

1938-39. 

Rs. 

Rh. 

Rs. 

Hawkers . . . ^ 8,281 

7,74! 

6,928 

Ricksbiiw-pullers* 3,272 

2,083 

1,040 

Jlullock cart (Irivers-*- 2,951 

2,370 

1,844 

Alipore Police Court. 


1930-37. 

1937-38. 

1938-39. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Hawkers ...,7,515 

6,992 

6,792 

Rickshaw-pullers* ... 1,055 

1,030 

836 

Bullock egii dri verst ... 5,269 

• 4,524* 

3,621 


•figures in this lino include tte fines realiaod from hackney ^rriage drivart 
alio as separate figures are not available. 

fFines realised from buffalo cart drivers are also included in the figures in 
this line as separate figures for bullock carts are not availaMe. 
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,Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state wl^at are the j^eneral fihar^es against the rickshaw- 
pullers for which they are charged? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that there is a schedule ^ 
fines? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: No, Sir. I want hfknow what 
are the charges for which they ait* convicted. 

The Hon’hle Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahafhir: 

You can go to a cfiurt and find cut for yourself what are the charges. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are maximum and minimum fines which are 
imposed on tli(‘ rickshaw-pullers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is gi ven in the Act itself. 

^ Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: So much fine has )>een realised 
from rickshaNA -pullei s that th(‘y may extend uji to Us. 1,(HX). That is 
not my point. 1 only want to knou \\h;.l are thi' inaximum and 
njiiniinuni fines which are imposed on rickshaw-pullers. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahaeftur; 

C again repeat ni\ request that the hon’blc memhiu should go to a court 
and find it out tor himself. (Laughter.') (Uai 11 vhkndiu N \th Lhau- 
DHiTRi : That is a recjuest for action!) (Laughter.) 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: str^ m cmm 

'si Tfg w ;;? ^ mmx cros 

55 SrtoRT?: Account 

C5R ®[T5nvjj C?PTC5 5T5T 51 

The Hon’bte Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Thesb aTM‘ matters ot account. Money is there. 

Dr. SURESH vCHANDRA BANERJI: «rft5 50^ 5Tt(T ^ 

ef<5iC'5' 51^ 5R 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is the practice. ** 
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f:.. ' 

% * 

Or.BURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: iraT«Ri»i| (tw WTOt wray 

Pr sf^iTO CTOS* s CRT^RtMR wrtT fntR arreror wrot 

«w =tr? • ' 

^KHon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I ^ul try. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Muslim Superintendents and Bench clerks in the Calcutta High Court. 

97a Mri ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Will (tie !l()n’t)lp MiiiiHter in 
charge oi the Juflicial and Legislative Depart men I he pleased to state 
the present number of — 

(1) Muslim Superintendents. 

(2) Bench clerks and 

(d) Assistant Bench clerks, 

in the High ('oiirt on the Appellate Sider^ 

{h) What lias no lar he<'^i (he basis tor sucli ajipoin I inents 
^(r) What ‘'tejis, it an> , do the (iovernment propose to take for more 
number ot Muslim appoiniments in these cases/^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

{a) These appointments are made !>> the lloii’hle the Lined diistiee who 
has kindly supplied th(‘ i<jllo\\in}i intormat ion : - 

(1 ) Two. 

(2) N(Mie. 

(d I, None. One assistant is acting as Assistant Bench t'lerk having 
qualified Idmself for the jicst. Hut he has not been formally so appoint- 
ed as he would lose in emoluinents. 

(/>) Appointments to jxists of Superintendents and lieneh (derks are 
ordinal ily made h> promotion trom^permatient assistants and assistajii 
Bench clerks, fespectivel.\ , regard being bad to seniorit.v »*''d merit and. 
in the case oi Bench clerks, to a test in shorthand, typewriting un(t 
duties of Bench clerks, while appointment to posts of ilhsistant Bench 
clerks is ordinarily made from among Lower Division assistants of the 
Court ujfBn the result of tests in shorthand and typew:riting. 

(c) There being no direcd recruitment to (be above posts the ques- 
tion of communal representation does not arise. * 
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Infant mortality in Tippera district. 

t 

08. Maul'vi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) mi the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department be 
pleased to state — ** ^ 

(i) the number of infant deaths in the district of Tippera last year; 

and 

(ii) the causes of such deaths? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is not a single trained 
midwife in the rural areas of Tippera? 

/ 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of appointing trained midwives for each 
thana of Tippera? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) {i) 15,136 up to 
November, 1938, Gorreet figures for December are not yet avalable. 

(v?) The causes of infant mortality are generally the same in the 
district of Tippera as in oth(‘r districts. The heavy mortality among 
infants is due to immaturity, ignorance of the mother, improper feeding, 
exposure of infants to insanitary environments which give rise to 
tetanus, bowel complaints, malaria, small-pox and measles. Many 
deaths are due to premature birth and debility as w^ll as to ignorance, 
superstition and neglect. 

(h) Since 1933, one hundred and ninety-six indigenous dais have 
been trained by the District Board of Tippera with grants-in-aid from 
Government, 

(c) The appointment of trained midwives at thana headquarters 
falls primarily witliin the sphere of responsibility of the District Board 
conoerned. The solution of the problem of infant mortality in the rural 
areas lies generally in the spread of maternity and child welfare clinica 
and centres. 

The whole matter is under my consideration. 

WaAer-hyaointh pest in Arial bil area, Munshiganj, Dacca. 

99. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
^}harge of the Agi'iculture and Veterinary Department aware — 

(♦) that pttddy ifi large quantities is grown annually in the Arial 
hil area within Munshiganj Fubdivision in the district of 
Dacca; 

(tt) that water-hyacinth pest causes havoc every year to the paddy 
of this bil area; 
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(u») that tbA Hon’ble Ntwab Biiuidur of l>aoo«) 
of Agriculture, inspected tke area; • 

• * 

(kt) that assurance was given to the local public that steps are being 
taken to prevent the depredation of water-hyacinth by con- 
structing barricades; 

(e) that the dUltivators have grown paddy on the strength of that 
i^uranoe; and 

(vi) that the rush of water begins to flow in the bil area in the early 
• part of April? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afflrmative, w'ill the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether the construction of barricades has been 
taken up? 

(c) If the construction has not l)een taken up, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps df)e8 be propose to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’bto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The member is referred 
to the reply given by me in reply to starred question No. 247 by 
Mr. Mnnoranjau Banerji on the 22nd March, 1939. 


Offenoas against woman by Hiratua and Mutlima. 

100. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURiC Will the Hou ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (T’olice) Department be pleased to lay 
a statement on the table showing for each of the last five years — 

(a) the number of offences committed against women mentioning 

8ei>arately the numl>er of — 

(i) Hindu and Muslim victims in such cases, and 

(ii) the number of Hindu and Muslim accused in such cases; 

(b) the number of cases — 

(t^ reported, and ^ 

(it) that ended in conviction; 

(a) whether •the persons who housed and* sheltered victims or 
^ offenders in such cases were proceeded against as abettors; 
and 

(iQ if sot, why not? 
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^TlM Honlile llhwtja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 



1934. 

1936. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 


^ -LI 1 

Hin- Mub- 
dua. lixnB. 

[II 

[ii 

t - 1 

Hin- Mus- 
dufi. lims. 

r T 

Hin- Miis- 
duB. lima. 

Hin- Mub- 
duB.*^ lir[^ 

(a) (i) . 

. 304 425 

376 440 

428 

426 

393 

484 

482 616 

(w) . . 

477 1,026 

439 963 

627 

907 

612 

963 

666 1,278 


1934. 

1936. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

ib) (i) .. 

826 

866 

867 

893 

1,016 

(H) .. 

297 

294 

307 

326 

273 


(c) Abettors were proceeded ag^ainst wheie evidence wa^ available. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government realise the gravity of the situa- 
tion having regard to the figures given in the answer to the question 
and, if so, 

Mfa SPEAKER: 1 have just now ruled that where a question does 
not want the reason or any other matter* it should be confined to 
statistics. So, you can ask questions about statistics but not on the point 
of the substance. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: All right, Sir I submit 
that my question ic) huvS not been answered. My question was 
“whether the persons who housed and sheltered victims or offenders in 
such cases were proceeded against as al>ettors“ and the Hon’ble 
Minister's answer is “Abettors were proceeded against where evidence 
was available Quite a different answer has been given, and I submit 
that it is beside the point raised in my question. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ail those who come within 
the classification of “abettors^ wherever evidence is available have been 
proceeded with. ‘ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I still maintain, Sir, that 
my question has not been answered. My question is “whether the 
persons who housed and sheltered victims or offenders in sucli cases 
were proceeded against as abettors” — this question has not been 

answered. 



QUESTIONS. M 

The Hofi’hle Khwale Sir NAZIMUDDINs Wherever they come 
tlie category of “abettors’* and where evidence was availfdble, they were 
proceeded against. 

^r/ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to (a) (t) and (u)> 
in view of the stati^ics for the year 1988 in which the Hon’ble Minister 
says that the numbers of accused were 515 and 1,278, respectively, and 
in view of ftiis serious situation, will the Government consider the 
desirability of issuing stric t orders so that such cases may be decreased 
or thay be attended to properly? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the niimln'r of reported cases in which Muhammadans 
were aectised and also the number in respect of the Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I a«k for notice. 

ilute oess. 

101. Maulvi ISRAJL: (a) "Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Ix)cal Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that jute cesses are levied and realised in addition 
to export duties by the Calcutta Improvement Trust? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in 4he affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the annual income from this source for the last 10 years, year 
by year; and 

(m) wh^ether any portion of this money is spent for the benefit of 
the jute-growers? 

(c) If fhe answer to (h) (ri) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking over the entire money and ear- 
marking it for the benefit of the jute-growers? 

(d) Was any step previously tak«n in this direction? 

(e) If the answ^er to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

• 

ThE Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY for tho Hon’blo Nwab 
Khwajo Habibullah Bahadur, of Daooa: (a) Under section §4 of the 
Calcutta Improvement Act, 1911, an export duty on jute is levied on 
behalf of the Q^lcutta Improvement Trust. 
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(b) (») A steteinent is laid on the table. 

(u) and (d) No. " 

(c) and (e) As the export duty on jute is a Central subject, the Ffo- 
▼iauial Government have no power under the law to^ divert the proceeds 
of the duty to any object other than that for which it is being levied. 

i 

BtMemeitt referred to in the reply to clause (h) (t) of the uristarred 
question No. lOlf showing the annual income of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust for the last ten years from the ewport duty an 
jute. • 


Year. 

Bs. 

1928-29 

... 12,12,598 

1929-30 

... 14,31,180 

1930-31 

... 10,89,742 

1931-32 

... 9,92,926 

1932-33 

... 9,12,232 

1933-34 

... 10,55,231 

1934-36 

,.. 9,98,114 

1935-36 

... 11,37,319 

1936-37 

... 11,55,462 

1937-38 

... 13,74,300 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of moving the Central Government 
to divert the proceeds of the duty on jute for the benefit of the jute- 
growers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government of Bengal will ask the Central Gov- 
^oroment to set apart something for Bengal as they have done in the case 
of jute export duty? 

« 

Tho HMi’lila Mr. H. S. BUHRAWARDY: There is no hopj for that. 
This is a statutory levy which is set apart by Statute for a particular 
imrpose. I may point out to the honourable member that when this 
» levy was permitted by the Secretary of State on the^ 14th February, 
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]J» 08 , it WAS on condition that the scheme of taxationP embodied in i}ie 
Act should remain effective for the full term of 60 *years and on this 
basis the Calcutta Improvement Trust are carrying on Aeir work? II 
is not possible to ask the Central Government to divert the jute tax. 

40CENDRA NATH MONOAL: Will the Hon* ble Minister ba 

pleased to state thft objects for which the export duty on jute is leriill 
on behalf of ^he Improvement Trust? 

.The Hon’ble Mr. H, A. AUHRAWARHYs For the purposes of tk# 
Improvement Trust. 

,Mr. JOGENDRA MATH MONDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister Im 
pleased to state if there is any specific objei't for which this money ia 
utilised ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have already said^ for 
the general purixiscs of the (\ilcutta Improvement Tnist. It formii a 
part of their funds>^ 


Co-operative Rural Aooieties in AeraJganJ subdiviftlon* 

lot. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: (<?) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operaliw Credit ^d Rural Indebtedness Department aware-— 

• (i) that the members of the (^o-operative Rural Societies are not 

getting any help from outside; 

(it) that the central hanks invgst no money to the rural societiaa in 
the Serajganj subdivision ; 

(iti) that the members are in distress; and 

(rr) that the crops have been destroyed by the last flood and rain 
crops through drought? 

(/>) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Miniver be pleased to state what arrangements are being made to save 
these afffeted people? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPAJITMENT (the Hon’Wo Mr. MukuiMhl 

Behary MulHok): («) (i) and (n) Yes, 

(in) No. 

(iv) Only in pert. 

(^)> The local officer has been instructed to make out a^list of tbe 
members requiring loans and to direct the Shahzadpur Central Bank lo 
ppp^ for loan to the Provincial Co-operative Bank, Limited. 
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^ Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOHs Will the Hon ble Mhiister be 
pleased to state if Jie will issue similar instructions to the local nfficers 
and '^direct thd Serajganj and Ullapara Central Co-operative Banks to 
ask for loans from the Provincial Co-operative Bank? 


The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If there is 
necessity for it, the local officers will certainly look into it. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: In view of the answer to (a) (it) 
and (b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why of all Jhe 
Central Banks only the Shahzadpur Central Bank in the Serajganj sub- 
division has been selected to apply for loan from the Provincial Bank? 


The Hen’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Because the 

members of that area are in need of short-term loans ; therefore instruc- 
tions have been given to local officers to make out a list of members 
requiring loans in that area. If any such necessity arises in any other 
area, that will be duly considered. 


No-Confldtnct Motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There was a motion of no-confidenoe in the 
Speaker, But that has been withdrawn, and so it has been iaken out 
of the agenda. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: What, Sir, without an 
apology ? , 

Mr. SPEAKER: I leave that to the member. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS 

i 

The Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1939i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I take up the Bill, I have to raise a very 
important constitutional point for tht consideration of this House. This 
^ill was initiated in the Bengal Legislative Council, and when it was 
introduced in the Council it was introduced in a form which according 
to section 82 of the Government of India Act can only be introduced 
here and not in another place. I may say that I have not^t any 
official infcrmation on the subject, because ordinarily when a Bill is 
sent from one Hou^ to the other it is only the Bill, as passed, 
is sent. But having regard to section 82 of the Government of 

* ' t 
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India Act, where it is specifically laid down that any^jsiii which amends 
the law with respect to any financial obligation undei^aken or to be 
undertaken by the province can only be introduced in this House, I, 
as Speaker, thought it my duty to enquire, not formally yet but, inform- 
ally ad to the form in which this Bill was introduced in another ]dace. 
tfhifl information, |is I said before, is not official, but I think I should 
take the House into confidence as this matter really affects the question 
of relative position of this House to the other, that this Bill was intro- 
duced in the form of a Money Bill. When the Bill was first intro- 
duced, it provided that the Local (lovernment would have to pay some 
money, and I think Sir Bijoy Prasad will agree with me that that was 
the original character of the Bill. 


The Hon’hle Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Yes, Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: So the original character of the Bill was such that 
it could not be introduced in another place. Then, of course, the matter 
went to the Sele(^ Committee and the Select Committee deleted all 
those portions whi(^ had reference to the money character of the Bill, 
and it has now been transformed into a Bill which the other House is 
legally comj^etent to introduce and to pass. But the question still 
remains whether a Bill which cannot be introduced can be changed and 
then sent to us in that changed form. It involves a very imiwiiant 
constitutional priflciple anck I have raised this |X)int deliberately after 
a, good deal of consideration, because I think once such Bills are intro- 
duced in another place which cannot l)e introduced there, I fear, we are 
probably setting up an unconstitutional precedent. 1 do not think, 
this is a matter in which I shouhf say anything more at this stage. I 
leave it to the House to decide whether they will take cognisance of 
this matter and I will allow different parties to discuss this matter for 
a few minutes. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is on rare occasions that the House 
has aa opportunity of advising the Speaker on matters relating to con- 
stitutionifl issues, and I take the earliest opportunity of giving such an 
advice, jwirticularly because it involves a very important question of 
principle. I entirely agree with you, Sir, that so far as this House is 
conceiiied, if we find that any attempt has been made by the other House 
to infringe uffon its rights, we must jealously guard its rights and we 
shall have nothing to do with any Bill which directly or indirectly ift- 
friuges our rights^ At the same time I submit with all humility that we 
in this House should only proceed with what we have got before us and 
should ffot take any cognisance of matters which have happened in any 
oth«p Hbuse and which have not been officially reported to us. It is 
quite i»ossible that the Bill originally was drafted somebody who was 
not vety muc|) cognisant of the provisions of the Government of In<ii% 
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Adt Mid the limitfttiotts npoa the other House. It has, therefore, beea 
subsequently %men*ded, and when by such amendment they have virtu* 
ally recognised the nghtrof this House only to initiate such a legisla- 
tion, I think we have already gained our point there. We should not, 
therefore, pursue the matter any further at this stage and should not 
take any further time over this discussion encroad^ing upon the time 
for non-official business, and we should proceed with the same as it is 
before us. Sir, we find as the Bill now stands there is hai*dly anything 
which might conie within the purview of section 82 of the Government 
of India Act. 

The Hon’hle Khwait Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I agree with everything 
that has been said by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal and I feel, Sir, that your 
own ruling is that it will be very difficult if either this House or the 
other House sits on judgment on what has been done by this House or 
the other House unless and until there is a case for action, nam^y, that 
the Bill which they have sent up has infringed any of the rules. What 
has taken place in the other House should not be/iaken notice of in 
this House. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Even as regards the Government of India Act ? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIII; Sir, tlTat is a matter for 
Bomeb(xly to take notice of in its proper place, but here, as far as this 
House is concerned, I do no< think it can. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Who is there in Bengal for the time being to pro- 
tect the interest and the powers which we have been given under section 
82 of the Government of India Act. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that t,he powers 
that have been given to this House have in no way been infringed. If 
they are in any way infringed, you and this House can take effective 
steps to stop it, but in this particular case nothing at all has ^aappened. 

Mr. SPEAKER; It has happened. 

< , 

* The Hontrie Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It does not matter, it 
makes no difference, what they do in the other place. The question is 
bow has this come to us. We are only adversely affected if there is any 
provision which is against the law. As long as there is nothiffg which 
is against 'the law, if they like to break all the rules (I am- just spealc- 
mg hypothetically),® if the other House wants to break all the mles in 
^the banning, if they want to go against the Government of India Act 
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^ begmmng, but towards the end they correct their mietakes and 
mid them to us, I do not think we have got the right tf question^ the 
Ivooedure that has taken place in-between this House and the other 
House. 


Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Unfortunately I do not agree 
either with Dr. Sanyal or with Sir Nazimuddin, and before I definitely 
state on whatf point I disagree with them I think we should express our 
gratefulness to you, Mr. Speaker, for having pointed out to us an 
inMngement upon our rights and privileges. It seems to me that the 
Government of India Act was violated when the Bill was introduced, 
and it was ultra vire,^ of the Upper House to have taken that into oon- 
8iddt*ation. It seems to us obvious that all subsequent proceedings wero 
ultra vireSj and therefore we ought to refuse to take into consideration 
the Bill that has been sent to us. That would also be ultra vires of us. 
• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have now understood your jMunt of view. IJo 
you want to press 


Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: I am extremely sorry that I do not agree 
with either Dr. Sanyal or Sir Naziniuddin. In my opinion the 
question is not whether tliis House or the other House has any right to 
pass any Bill in one form or other, but the question is whether the 
Upper House has^got the right to initiate a Bill of the nature of a 
Money Bill. The Bill has been passed by the Up])er House. We do 
not want to question it. In my opinion they had not the right of 
initiating, and so they have infringed upon the rights enjoyed by us. 
So I think the Bill is ultra vires. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: May I .suggest thisi^ I do not want to unduly 
strain the relationship between this House and the other House. 1 
must say frankly that while I am zealously anxious that the intereeta 
and powers of this House should be protected by all means, I am alac 
anxious that at the early stages of our constitutional development 
there shcgild be nothing done that may jeopardise the cordial relation- 
ehip between this House and the other, so long as the other House 
functions under the Government of India Act. That being so, and 
considering the fact that it is quite possible that there may be mis- 
apprehension In another place as to the manner in which the Bill might 
be dealt with or there might be other reasons or it might be that nobody 
noticed it at the ^arlier stage, I do not want foz the time being to do 
anything more, but the whole question of the constitutional position 
with reference to a particular Bill of money character should be 
discusi^d in the Committee of Privileges whii’h we have j^t, and in 
case any definite decision is arrived at, it will then be our duty to 
consider: we ^hall know what we should do in the inayer. But I may 
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atate at once that I do not agree with Sir Nazimuddin, So far as this 
BilJ is concerned; I might agree with Sir Nazimuddin that we should 
proceed furtfier with the Bill. But I have no doubt that it is not 
constitutionally in consonance with the intentions behind the Oovem- 
ment of India Act that a House, which has not the power to introduce 
a particular type of Bill, should definitely do so and then change the 
character at a latter stage of legislative procedure. We must not 
allow that. You are giving then a function which law has not given 
it and I think the Government of India Act, the Eeport of the Joint 
Select Committee and every other law have definitely decided against 
such powers. For the time being it is not necessary to enter into the 
question any more, but I propose to refer this matter to the Committee 
of Privileges which will consider this matter and in case any action is 
required with reference to a future case it will be taken accordingly. 
For the time being this Bill might be proceeded with. I hope it is 
definitely understood that it will not be a precedent. I do not know 
what the attitude of the House will be, but my advice will l)e that if 
this sort of thing goes on, then there will be only one course open to 
us and that k perfectly well known to you. / 

Maulvfi ABDUL BARI: May I know whether we should proceed 
with this BillP 

Mfi SPEAKER: T have already said ^bat. in view of the special 
circumstances and of the fact that this Bill k the first of its character 
and that different points have been raised and that I am anxious to 
maintain a cordial relationship between this House and the other, I 
will proceed with the Bill, without' creating a precedent, as a special 
case. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: The House has got the power to throw 
out the Bill altogether as it has not come through proper channel. 

The HofPble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, aj^e you 
satisfied that it infringes section S2(l){a), (h) and (c) ? After all it 
infringes only 82(3) which says that a Bill which, if enacted and 
brought into operation, would involve expenditure from the revenues 
of the Province, shall not be passed by a Chamber of the legislature. 
There is no provision so far as ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: .May I read this section, Mr. ^Suhrawardy, as I 
understand it. “A Bill for amending the law with respect to any 
financial obligation undertaken or to be undertaken by the ^Province 
shall not be introduced except on the recommendation of the Governor 
and a Bill making ^uch provision shall not be introduced in a Legisla- 
tive Council/' 
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Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, do you inter{>ret it as amend- 
ilig any law with respect to any financial obligation P 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have given that ruling under section 82. 
Amending a law means amending any law or even if there is no law 
td make a law to amend the general law. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Frobably owiufr to iffnoranre 
this Bill was introduced in the Upper House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know ignoran<‘e is bliss. If this House want 
to remain ignorant and their rights to be jeopardised in other 
pl%3es. they are competent to do so. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move tlvat the Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, orgi- 
nated in the Bengal liCgisIative Council and passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

N 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mi. Spouker, Sir, 1 would just 
like to say a few words in support of iny fricuid Mr. Datta who has 
moved the consideration of this Bill in this House. In the course of 
the last tew months in connection with the distribution ot Hood-relief 
we had experience serious#ditliculties tor want of a regular organiza- 
tion for finding out who were really distressed and in dire need of 
immediate relief in the rural areas. The Bill contemplates in the 
first place a maintenance of statistics of the distressed and the 
unemployed and in the second pfece it makes just a beginning of a 
nucleus of a fund out of which such unemployed and distressed people 
may be helped. On the one hand the Bill makes a regular arrangement 
for keeping periodical records corrected up to date of all persons who, 
not being Union Board ratepayers, are naturally classed us persons 
who have* no resources in the rural areas, and on the other hand it has 
also t^e provi.'don for correction.s from time to time on the application 
of fluch ^ther members who, probably being payers of Union Board 
rates, are likely to be in the distressed list. Thi« Bill has, as I have 
explained, a two-fold objective, and T would submit that although we 
are aware that a Bill of this character may more or less be a pious 
enactment without any actual provision for such substantial sums of 
money as would go to help the poor in the rural areas and although J. 
am fully aware that an act of this character mpy not give the relief 
that is much needed, yet as a first step only, as a preliminary to the 
subsequant possibility of Government coming forward with a compre- 
hensive piece of legislation for the relief ot the unemployed and the 
poor and the distressed, this Bill would be very ^helpful. It is only 
from that point of view and that angle of vision that I would like 
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this House to examine the various provisions of thi^ BilL I s^hmit, 
Sir, that the Bill is not absolutely complete. I am aware of it apd 
yet Mr. Datta and myself have decided to sponsor the Bill which 
has come from the Legislative Council, because it provides at least one 
machinery, a machinery to maintain the record of all unemployed 
and distressed people in the rural areas. 

< 

Muilvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I oppose the considera- 
tion of the Bill on two grounds — firstly on the constitutional 
ground , 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will not make a reference to the cons- 
titutional aspect. ® 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: And secondly on the ground of ^he merit 
of the Bill itself. First of all, Sir, if we allow this Bill to be intro- 
duced in this House when it was in its original character a Finance 
Bill, practically we shall give away to the othe^*'^ House a privilege 
and a right which it is the privilege of this House to enjoy alone. 
This matter has been discussed previously on several occasions too when 
we insisted on the fact that the Upper House should be abolished inas- 
much as there was no necessity for it. Now, Sir, the superiority of 
this House 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
Since you as Speaker have decided not to give a final ruling to-day 
on this mutter, is it open to any no^inber to argue the merits of the 
constitutional question P 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Yes, because I have said that the consi- 
deration of the Bill should be refused. We are not going to consider 
it inasmuch as it is ultra vires^ bei'ause it is not within thtir compe- 
tency to pass such a Bill. , 

I 

Mr. BREAKER: Ido not think you can say that. You can raise 
any other issue. I donH think I can teach you how to do it. You 
can raise other constitutional issues but not this one which I have 
touched on. 

Dr. NALINAK8MA 8ANYAL: We would be very much obliged 
if Mauivi Abdul Bari could show where it infringes the Goverjiment of 
India Ac t^ instead of talking at random. 


Mtilivi ABDUL BARI: It is left to Dr. Sanyal to quote paragraphs. 

• • 
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tPEAKERt After all, Mr. Bari and Dr. Sanya! oome from the 
aame place! * 


Mnilvi ABDUL BARIt He who sowa the wind must be prepared • 
to. rea^ the whiriwind. 

Mr. SPEAKER: liet tliere lie no hurricanes! 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Dr. Sanyal thinks that he knows every 
bits of law. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 am not a lawyer. 

Mr, dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: He is a physician. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I ret him heal himself before he tries it on 
others. Re^?ardinjr the constitutional issues 

Mr. 8 URENd)M NATH BISWAS: Whom are you addressinpP 
(A VOICE: He is addressing: the Coalition Party.) 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: 1 am not only addressiu^: the memhei‘8 of 
the party but also the non-members as well. 

• • 

• Mr. SPEAKER: You must address the Speaker. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Yes, Sir, 1 am addressing you. 

Then, coming to the merits of the Bill itself, the Bill is practically 
devoid of any merit. The arguments that have been advanced by 
Dr,- Sanyal are In-side the point and hove got no substance behind 
them. Any Act for the pni vision of the unemployed must have a 
sufficient fund behind it. Here you find that there is mention of a 
fund no doubt for the purpose, but that fund does not come from 
Governi^ent but comes from sources of volimtaiy contribution. There 
are many societies and many associations throughout the country 
where such funds do exist. But what is the necessity, I do not know, 
for getting this Bill through the liegislature and passing it into an 
Act, when the Government are not going to contribute anything 
towards the development of this fund? Of course, when a fund like 
this will exist it is not only that the people who really work, so tlfat 
the fund should •be created, should contribute, t)ut Government should 
also b% asked to contribute something because we find that there is no 
provision an^^where in the Bill to enable the Government tp contribute. 
It is for this reason that Government are not taking any 
interest whatsoever in this Bill because the* Govemmenrs pocket 
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is not being touched. Therefore, practically this Bill wifi be of 
a sham nature, Ti^ithout any effect in the ultimate result — something 
innocent without doing a^y good to the people for whom it is meant. 
Moreover, these people who can make a fund like this have also got the 
ability to make that fund work. When the Government will nOt con- 
tribute, Government will not be entitled to have any handle in the 
matter. Of course, anyone who wants the tune must pay the piper* 
Government do not want the tune, and Government do mot want to 
pay. Why should you allow the Government to have a handle in the 
matter and poke their nose into this when they are not going to make 
any contribution to this fund? 

With regard to many other provisions of the Bill they may be 
considered, if this Bill is allowed to be considered, at the time when 
they are discussed but for the present I may content myself by saying 
that the Bill is absolutely useless and it won’t serve the purpose for 
which it is mean!. Therefore, T oppose the consideration of the Bill 
on its merits. 

/ 

Mr* MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Bengal Rural 
Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1939, as passed by the Bengal 
I^egislative Council, is now under the consideration of this House. 

Sir, language fails description of the inexpressible plight and 
heart-rending distress of the rural poor , and unemployed people of 
Bengal aggravated by the flood last year which totally, and somewhere 
partially, destroyed the jute, am and even in some places winan baddy 
too in a large number of districts. 

Sir, more than 85 per cent, of the people of Bengal being agricul- 
turists, it can be safely said that the country is formed by them and 
consequently the state of the country depends upon the state of the 
peasantry. 

Sir, since the year 1337 B.S. the trade depression, due mainly to 
the fall of the jute price in Bengal with some other reasons followed 
by over-flood of the year 1338 B.S. in quick succession almost all over 
the province, made the peasantry hopeless and helpless. Previous to 
that money out of high price of jute came as a tide and by the end of 
the same year passed out of their hands as an ebb owing to Sarda Act, 
extortion by land-holders, money-le;iders, litigations, ignorance and 
many other reasons, not to come again. Besides, they are heavily 
inMebted. Here I think it would not be out of place if I quote a few 
lines from the Report of the Banking Enquiry Committee, 1928-29, 
namely, “They” referring to the cultivators it says — '‘TJfey are 
born in debts, live in debts and even they die in debts.” 

Thus, many of them being heavily indebted, have been deprived 
of their lands and even homesteads. They cannot with hard labour 
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a|id sweat* on their brow meet both ends — rather pass \beir days half- 
stiirved, famished and half-naked with their backbone crooked by heavy 
indebtedness. • 

VVho knows how many millions of people are annually converted 
into day labourers and street beggars, thousands of whom are drivert 
into the dense foresjs of Assam to fight a hand-to-hand fighl with the’ 
bear, tiger, only for a few morsels of food, and how many thousands 
of them are dV’agged into the graves and funeral pyres per year? 

Sir, leaving aside all other cases, serious though they are, in this 
Bill a kind of nominal relief has bt^en provided by distribution of 
one anna and half an anna per diem for the poorest of the poor of 
mor# or less than 12 years of age respectively, starving for more than 
24 hours. 

The ]l^oor Fund deposited in the Poor Fund Boxes be raised by the 
local contributions supplied by the Union Board, District Board and 
Government grants, if necessary, be managed by the Poor Fund 
Committee and c li^ljied and audited annually by the local Circle 
Officer and the Subdivisional Officer. Though it is a farcically meagre 
measure to a poor nation as ours, yet 1 appreciate its urgency and press 
most to this House and the Government to pass it as soon as possible 
throughout the length and breadth of the country for saving the 
precious lives of the hopelessly distressed, poor and unemployed people 
for a few' days more. 

Sir, perhaps you can well appreciate the deep depth of my sorrow 
when I call it as a farce, a meagre measure, because it (*annot serve 
as a beacon light of relief to such a poor nation for its proper guidance. 
The proper measures for the upliftment of our poor country would be, 
in a nutshell, to adopt a j)i()gramme for the following nation-building 
measures in a (comprehensive scale, namely, — 

(1) rufal credit system on union basis; 

(2) * adult education scheme; 

(3) rufal reconstruction scheme; 

(4) introduction of scientific method of cultivation on irrigation 

basis ; 

(5) warehofise system to rais^ and control the market price of 

agricultural products; and 

(6) industrialiejng the whole country with State-aid. 

With ^hese words. Sir, I wholeheartedly support this Bill and 
request my friends on the opposite and on this side too not to move 
Any amendment even so that this Bill may easil}* pass into an Act 
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quickly ; otherwise, for auy alteration now, the Bill will go agAux; tw 
the Upper Housf and thereby it would be delayed by a few montiis 
more. ' , . 

With this remark I support the motion from the very bottoii of 
iny heart, though on constitutional point of view it may be^ argue^ 
otherwise. 

Mtuivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, in this matter I happen to 
be on the horns of a dilemma. On the one hand, I am tempted to oppose 
it, as I consider it to be an infringement of the rights and privileges 
of this House. On the other hand, I thi# that such a measure was a 
great desideratum for a long time. 

Sir, when I say that it affects the rights and privileges of . this 
House, I am tempted to think in one way. After having your ruling 
we see that the violation and infringement of the rights and privileges 
of this House is not a matter which can be decided on this particular 
occasion, while its condonement would be accepted as a precedent for 
similar cases in future. I think. Sir, this Bill ^ould not have been 
introduced at all, or should have been thrown ouf ill at once. As you 
have ruled, Sir, the Committee of Privileges will be entitled to consider 
the entire question before them in future, and that any infringement 
of the rights and privileges of this House will not be allowed to be 
tolerated by the action of any member of the other House. I have 
not studied the legal position, so I am not in a position to say definitely 
whether in future such an infringement should operate as a precedent 
and whether advantage would be taken up by the other House for the 
introduetion of similar Bills in future. About that I am very much 
■diffident, and I cannot give an opinion offhand. But, then, another 
question is there. It is the question of giving relief to the poorer 
sections of the society, and I think any measure to that effect is always 
wel(‘oine, because it at least contemplates to give relief to the poor 
who do not get a full meal every day and whom there is nobody to 
look to. They may be now enlisted so that in future th^re may be 
some chance for remedying their grievances. To that extent it is a 
blessing. 

Then, Sir, it is said there are private organisations. My friend 
Mr. Bari has told us that private organisations also give relief to the 
poor. But, Sir, there are defect^ in such organisations. In many 
cases accounts are not kept, vouchers are not forthcoming, and abuse 
*und corruption creep in ; and against these there are provisions in ibis 
Bill, which will m^ike everything clean. Unless,* therefore, accounts 
are properly kept there is every chance of money being misused. But 
here is a legal provision, and I welcome such a provision in this Bill 
any association may be existing, and this Bill contemplates the 
oxistsnce of a chain of associations of a similar chaTactw, within thn 
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jjrovince.* Ihis, Sii% has been recognised by this piece of legislation* 
Alh.the accounts of union boards are audited, so also the accounts of 
tiUS association will be audiled. vSir, proper accounts >^^11 bo^kapt of 
aiX|S^^A3nount recei\ed and spent, and they will he available fof puij>lic 
^i^%ction. So, there (annot be any objeetifui. This is an attempt: 
Hidugh humble but very efteetive, tor the poor uneinjiloyed in the rural 
areas, and ii is an jlttenipt, Sir, in the right direction. It would havi 
been better iii,a Money Hill of thih charaetcr had been intioduced hv a 
member of the Cabinet, support enl by this House, and passed into law. 
I wjsh, Sir, that (jovernment had taken early stt‘ps to have an amend- 
ment of the i)roi)osed legislation at an early date. 

(At this stage the Asseinhly was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

{After adjourrnnetit.) 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir. as 1 was saying 

Mr..9PEAKERV^ I am anxious that, siiu'c there are a large 
number of other Bills to lx* considered, it is desirahh* that we should 
finish discussion of this Bill as soon as possible. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD, Sir, in r(‘gard to a Bill like 
this, which has lx*(‘n initialed by tlie Upper House. I think inemberH 
of this House should he givftn ample opportunity to sjieuk on it. 

Mr, SPEAKER: As you please! 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: I have already told you, Sir. 
that I supjmi't the consideiation of this Bill. In this coiim'ct ion, J 
would like to urge again that a beginning, In^wever humble, with a 
measure like this is always welcome. Wv can talk of inonumentH and 
monumental beginnings, hut those thing’s. Sir, are feu and far lx*tween. 
^he interests of tlie j)Oor ]>eoph‘ have been negleefed in the yiasf, and 
I do imt know. Sir, whether they will be similarly neglected in the 
future. • 

I do know, Sir, here no (juestion of finance is involved. The Bill, 
Sir, in my opinion, is altogether inoffensive in the finan<*inl aspect 
of it. Any Mpney Bill, Sir, is always delayed in the ilepart merits of 
OpveiTiment for months and months, if not for years. Now, Sir, this^ 
Bill has come, and let us all welcome it. Let us pa.ss it, even if some 
amesipdments are necessary in futiiii*. 

TheUf Sir, nothing stamls in the way of having amendments to it 
in future so as to convert it into a Money Bill, if the* uec^essity 
for such action is considered proper by this House.. Mmdi time should 
not be wasted over that. We should seize time hv the forelock. For 
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the present, one finds in elause 1^5 a provision to the effect that the 
PrQvineial Government and any district hoard or union i>oard and 
othen*^ pifhlic- bodies can make contributions if they so wished. There 
is Bothinj? to prevent iny triend Maulvi Abdul Bari and \he Hon'ble 
Minister in charge to see that sometliing is provided fi om time .to time 
by way of contribution to the funds of the different unions. There is, 
ISir, the discretionary grant of the Divisional Conimissioners ; there is 
the discretionary grant of the District Magistrates; and there is also 
the discretionary grant of the Subdivisional Officers. I believe, grants 
from these discretionary grants may go to supjdeineiil the tuud|j in 
some way or other. In that way. Sir, the funds may also swell. 
Momy will bt* forthcoming as soon as there is a guarantee that there 
is proper accounting. Tlie rich people will, 1 am sure, vie witli each 
other in making contributions, and the <listress of the needy peoi)le will 
be removed. In that way. Sir, one may eonsidei* this Bill as very 
salutary, as it is meant for the purpose ot resiuing tlie poo^r i)eopIe, 
the needy ])eoi)le — who have suffered for ages and ages together. 

Sir, the Famine Oode is there. That Code has^not been abrogated 
by this legislation. It will still be in force in slnte of the passing of 
th is Bill. Wlnm the time comes, (joveinmeut will make jiiovisions 
for ndit'f under th<' Famine (kxle. This is a ttuniiorary provision, Sir, 
foi* a certain time. 

Then, in < ase of genei’al distress, Sii’.^^tln^ District Magistrate may 
be informed, and be may be expected to give further relief to the poor 
people. This Bill contemplati's only a preliminary step. The /luty of 
the association that is going to be establi.shed in every union is to see 
that there is no starvation in the .country and that no man feels the 
pangs of hunger for days together. 

Then, vSir, the duly ot the chiawkidars has been defined. Fach 
village, or rather each man of each village, has got a chawkidar at hid 
disposal. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, wdiat is the time-limit for 
each speaker? ^ 

Mr, SPEAKER: I have allowed Mr. Mridha extra time. 

Maulvi AHMED ALi MRIDHA: The ehawkidar, as I was going to 
say, is there. He has to report when a man remaiiif^ in starvation, and 
his negleet of duty will he meted with punishment. - 


(At this stage the inemher having reaehed tbe time-limit, resumed 

Ilia Beat.) , 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOODs Sir, a Bill like the Bengal Rural 
Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill is, in my opinion, long overdue. 
Although I do not agree with my friend, Mr. Bari, as fo th» ^aarits of 
this Bill, but I quite agree with what he said on the constitutional 
point «a8 to whether the Upper House has got the right to initiate a Bill 
like this which concerns money. I maintain that the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council has no right to initiate a Bill of this nature and it will4)« 
an act of the infringement of the rights and privileges of this House if 
the Bill be taken into consideration — but Sir, as you have given your 
rujing that the Bill be taken into consideration, I would like to say a 
few words on its merits only. 

The provisions ot tliis Bill lia\e got some salient points on which I 
think the majority of the members of this House will agree. The 
Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy has spoken about tlie setting uj) of Union 
Committees and Mr. Sasanka Shekhar San>ul on the opposite has 
pointe(f out to the Revenue Minister that some sort of organisation, 
whatever its nature ma> he, should be formed just to risi* up to the 
occasion when tlfK situation will arise. Now as we see to-da\ distress, 
scarcity, flood and famine are so ramj)ant that some soil of Committee is 
essentially necessur\ Now, Sir, this Bill provides for the establish- 
ment of the Union (bmmittei*, and the (Vunmittee will be empowered to 
raise money and distribute it to those people who are reall.\ deserving. 

Up till now tbe iTOvernpient of Bengal has not prepare»l any list of 
those people who are indig<uit or who are able-bodied but unemployed, 
and ^ think the provisions of this Bill will give the Union (ommittee 
facility to prepare such list and to say how many }>eo]>le are really 
starving and whether j)eoj)le are«getting thoir food or not. Although 
section S7{h) ot the Village Self-tiovernment Ad was framed to do 
some charitable work, it does not provide tor giving relief of this nature. 
This Bill provides for Union Boards, Local Boards, District Boards 
and even Government contributing donations to these Committees, I 
think, however small the beginning might be, it may ultimately grow 
into a very big institution for giving relief to the really needy people. 
I, therefipie, think that the setting up of Much committee in each Nillage 
will have a very salutary eft'ect. Tt will give Subdivisional (Hficers, 
local officers and District Magistrsites otljcr statisticH v\hoh tley 
can utilise in various ways. Nowadays Flood Relief (Vimmittecs are 
being set Central, Subdi\’^ional or District, as the cas(‘ may 

be, but what do we find^ The money is there but as then* is 
no Village Committee, and the people have to go miles and miles for 
asking for relief,* it cannot be usefully s])ent. If such Committee ia 
set up HI every village or union, I think the authorities will easily come 
to know of the number of the indigent and able-bodied ^inemployed 
people and they will get ample opportunities for. rendering immediate 
relief fo them Npvf .Sir if the Union Committee is rut» effi^ienllv 



62 


NON^FFICIAL BILLS. 


[ 28 th Mah., 

•nd the money collected is propt^rly and honestly spent, I think they 
migl^t also render iome sort of relief at the time when occasion demands. 
I thioJi there^)re that a measure like this should be accepted by this 
House and I do not think there can be any objection to accepting a 
Ineasure which has such salutary effect. Of course, the provisions are 
voluntary. 

• 

(Here tlie nienibei having readied tlie time-limit, resumed his 
seat.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question may now be put. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, other members want* to 
iipeak on this matter. 


Mr. 8PEAKER; I am afraid I shall have to put the closure motion. 
If the motion is accepted then the amendments wHJ^^e put. 

The motion that tlie question lu‘ now put then put and a division 
taken with the following result; — 


Palwin, Mr. M<. 

Akdul Walitd, Maulvi. 

Mu Hoiiiin dirkar, Maulvi. 

IMttl PasI, Mr. Md. 
aanarp, Mr, P. 

eanarjta, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

■anar|i, Mr. Satya Priya. 

■anarjaa, Dr. Survih Ohandra. 
larma, Baku Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puipajit. 

Barman, Baku khyama Protad. 
Barman, Baku Upandra Nath. 

Baau, Mr. taatoah Kumar, 

Blawaa, Baku Lakikml Narayan. 
Biawaa, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

Biawaa, Mr. lurandra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. datindra Nath. 
Ohakrakarty, Baku Narandra Narayan. 
Ohattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Ohaudhuri, Raf Narandra Nath. 

Dat, Baku Mahim Ohandra. 

Oaa, Baku Radhanath. 

Dat, Mr. Monmohan. 

Vlit Bupta, Baku Kkafandra Nath. 
Baa Bupta, Dr. 4 . M. 

Dat Bupta, Srljut Narandra Nath.* 
Datta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

Baini, Mr. Narandra. 

Dntta, Mr. Sukiynar. 

Imdadnl Nakua, Kaii. 

BhM#, Mr. Atnl Kriahna. 

Biaanddia Ahmad, Mr. 

;^MNa, Mr. 1. A. 
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Bupta, Mr. doiaah Chandra. 
Natan All Chawdhury, Mr. tyad. 
dalaluddin Haihamy, Mr. 8yad. 
Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Jonah All Majumdar, Maulvi. 

' Kumar, Mr. AtuI Ohandra. 
Kundu, Mr. Nithitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 
Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 
Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 
Majumdar, Mrt. Namaprova. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Ohandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriihna Pratad. 
Mukarji, Mr. Dhlrandra Narayan, 
Mullick, Srijut Athutoth. 

Natkar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Protanna. 
Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 
Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 
o Roy, Mr. Kamalkrtalina. • 
Roy, Mr. Kithori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 
Sanyal, Or. Nalinaktha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saunka tokhar 
•on, Baku Nagondra Nath, 
tbahodali, Mr. 

•ingba. Baku Ktbotra Nath, 
•ittka, trljut Manindra Bhutan, 
•ur, Mr. Harondra Kumar. 
Tbakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjaa. 
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AMiil Bari. MaalvL 
AMal Hafli, Mr. Mina. 

AMal H^fls. Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hikiai, Maaivi. 

AMal Hakiai VikraM^ari, Maaivi Mtf. 

AMal Jahkar. Maaivi. • 

AMal Kaiar, Mr. alias Lai Mtak. 

AMal Karim, Mr. • 

AkMI Latif Bisaras, Maaivi. 

AMana-al Makmaotf. Mr. 

AMBr Rakman, Khan Bahadar A. F. M. 

AMar Raihaad. Maaivi Md. 

AMar Raaf, Khan Sahib Maaivi 8. 

AMal Shahaad, Maaivi Md. 

Abal Haihim, Maaivi. 

Abll Htsain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abal Qaatam, Maaivi. 

Aebaryya Choadhary, Maharaja Saihi Kanta. oi 
Maktafacba, Mymaniingh. 

Aftab HaiAin doardar, Maaivi. 

Abmad All Enayatpari, Khan Bahadar Maalana. 

Ahmad Ali Mrldha, Maaivi. 

Ahmad Hasain, Mr. 

Alfaiaddin Ahmad, Khan niudar Maaivi. 

Aihratali, Mr. M. 

Aalad Hatsain Khan, Maaivi. 

Aahar Ali, Maaivi. 

Bannarman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Brashar, Mr. F. C. 

Oampball, Sir Qaarga. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. • 

Crasllald, Mr. L. M. 

Dtit Mr. Anakul Chandra. 

Oai. R^ahib Kirit Bhaian. 

Farhad Rua Chowdhary, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bana Khanam, Bagam. 

Faxial Haq, tha Han’bla Mr. A. K. * 

Faxial Qaadir, Khan Bahadar Maaivi. 

Faxlnr Rahman (Mymaniingh), Mr. 

Burang, Mr. Dambar Singh. 

HaBsaddin Chawdhary, Maaivi. 

Hamidaddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Maiina Marihad, Mn., M.B.E. 

Hawkings, Mi^ R. d. 

Homan, Mr. F. T. 

Idris Ahfiad Mia, Maaivi. 

dataladdin Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maaivi. 

daalmaddin Atmad, Mr. 

Kabiraddin Khan, Khan Bahadar Maaivi. 

Kaiom Ali Mina, Sahibsada Kawan Jab Syad. 

Konnody, Mr. I. 8. 

MeBrtfor, Mr. 8. 8. 

• 

The Ayes beinj^ (io and the Noes 


MaUxaddin Abmad, Dr. 

MaBiaddin Ahmad, Maaivi. 

Maixaddin Choadhary, Maaivi. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

Mabtab, Maharajkamar Uday Cband. 
Mahtabaddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maaivi. 
Mandal, Mr. Banka Bahari. 

Mandai, Mr. Birat Chandn. 

Masad Ali Khan Fanni, Maaivi. 

Millar. Mr. C. 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Morgan. Mr. 8., C.I.E. 

Moslam All Mollah, Maulvi. 

Motammai Haq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Atxal, Khan Sahib Maaivi Syad. 
Mahammad Ibrahim. Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaqus, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israll, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddiqua, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syad. 
Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Mulliek, tha Hon’bla Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 
Mttiharruff Hossain, tha Non’bla Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muitagawsal Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Mustafa Ali Dawan, Maulvi. 

Handy, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Srischandra, at 
Oossimbaxar. 

Hasarullah, Hawabtada K. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikut, tha Hon’bla Mr. Frasanna Dab. 

Ray Choudhury. Mr. BIrandra KIshora. 

Raxaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, tha Hon’bla Sir Bijoy Frasad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Fatiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sallruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sarkar, tbs Hon’bla Mr. Halini Ranjan. 

Sarajul Islam. Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Kswaja, C.B.E. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar. Babu Litta Munda. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Stavan, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. 

Tamixuddin Khan, tha Hon’bta Mr. 

Total Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi HaJi. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Yousuf Mina. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi. 

lO^i, tlie motion was lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I feel I ought to say that in view of the fact that 
there sfiould be smoothness in the procedure, a fair time-Hmit should 
be fixed, after which we should take up the detailed provisions of the 
Bill. We have to go through a very large numbt^ of amendments and 
it would not be possible to go through the whole lot unless some (juiclc 
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procedure is adopted. I think aft^ the closure motion I shall allow 
another two speakers to speak for five minutes eao^L. After that I .shall 
put these motions. 

1 will put all the motions at 7-10. 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: I feel extremely happy to-day and the 
reason for my happiness is two-fold. First because T find tjiat this is an 
opportunity to discuss the question of the amelioration of the (conditions 
of our rural population. Secondly, Sir, it has been my sad experience 
that not a single matter was discussed here on its own merits. Every 
matter was discussed on party lines, but to-day we find that this matter 
is going to be discussed on its merits and we have got absolute liberty to 
do so without any party restriction. Sir, we know that here we have a 
department known as the Labour Department which deals with labour. 
Labour as we understand it now means industrial labour, the labour ot 
the urban areas and labour in big industrial areas, llesides those in the 
rural areas there are a large number of men who do not own any land 
but live entirely on agricultural labour. They can J.»€r^nghtly classed as 
labour as the industrialists are. The puri)osc of thi.s Dill is two-fold. 
Jt pi()]»o'-es io do good to the poor and the umunployed in the rural areas. 
This, in my oj)ini{)n, m(*ans hel})ing rural labour. Dt‘(‘aus(* in tlie rural 
areas the population are classified into two gr<)ui)s, one who own land 
and tilt* other who do not own laud, /.c.. agricult yral labour. The 
j)()or mt'ans tliost* wlio nie invalid and old agricultui’al lahoui’ers and 
their widows and oi|)han>. I do not know. Sir. what will bt* the U'te*of 
this Dill in view ot the constitutional ])oint raised by you, and 1 do not 
know it we are wasting our time and our lungs over this matter for 
nothing. Dut judging on its merit.s I think my first duty is to congra- 
tulate my honourable friend Khan Dahadur Saiy(^d Muazzamuddin 
Hossain who initiated this Dill in the other Douse. Sir, this Dill, I 
admit, is not adequate but it is due to many causes. One of these is 
that undei‘ the Government of India Act the Tipper House has not the 
right to bring this Dill in such a form as would have been’ thought 
adequate. T agree entirely with Dr. Sanyal who says that in spite of 
the fact that this Dill is not quite satisfactory it sets up a machinery 
and is a nucleus of future development. In this view, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: In this view. Sir, 1 support the motion 
of my honourable friend Dr. Dhirendra Kath Datta.* 


Maulvi'MUHAMMAO I8RAIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must congra- 
tulate you on the (constitutional point that you have raised and to which 
^ou have kindly drawn our attention. Next, so far ar this Bill is 
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concerned, many^of *|ny friends have expressed t^e view that it is merely 
a pious wish but I it is not so. If we see clause t» of^the Bilb i» 
quite clear that a list the poor and unemployed will be prepared by 
the Union Board and a duty is cast definitely upon the chaukidars and 
the daffadars to prepare the list and unless they conform to that clause 
in the performance ^of their duties, there is a penalty imposed h> this 
Act under clause 11. Moreover, the mover of this Bill could not frame 
it in the form* in whicli it slioiild have het'ii done, hecanse of ih<‘ (lovern- 
ment of India Act. Still in (danse Id it has heeii speeificall> jn'ovided 
that the piovimdal (lovernnuuil , and any Distritd Board or Union Board 
to the extent of its jurisdiction, may (‘ontiihutc to (he fund at any time 
and any siudi contrihution shall he dishurs«‘d 1)\ lhi‘ eommitt(‘e in 
acc^'dance with any conditions that ma> lx* attachtnl to (he c(tntrihu» 
tion. Thus it apjx'ars at first sijxht that the local (JoM‘ruuu‘ni or any 
other local body liavc p:ot practically no duty towards iltcsc ]>oor and 
unemployed. This list shall lx* statul(»ril\ prepared under tliis Act 
but still from (‘laiisc Id i( appears that the local (io\(‘nnncut and other 
local bodies also a>iti not absolved fioin the dut_\. d'heit* is a moral duty 
cast upon them to s(V])porl Ilit‘sc poor and un(‘m]>lo\ ed \n1ioS(‘ list shall 
be prepared hv (Ik* counui((e(* in ac(‘ordanc(‘ wi(h clausi* (> ol (Ik* Hill. 
So 1 lend my suj)jx>r( lK*ar(il\ (o (his Hill and conKn-adilate m> honour- 
able friend, Khan Hahadur S>ed Muazzamuddin llossain, on (Ik* s(ep 
that lie liad taken. Moreover tlie Hill sets uii a macliiner> by whicli 
it will he possil)lc*tor tin* (giovci nuu*nt as well as any local l)od> to 
disburse the money to tfic n(*cd\ pi'oplc. At present (lien* is no 
luachmerN to find out a lisi ot the poor and uik‘Ui])1o\ ed . and tins Hill 
provides at least for the maint(*nanc(* ot a prop(‘r list ot pi'rsons who 
deserve help from ( j()vernnK*n( and also the l(»cal hodi(*s W ilh these 
words 1 support the Hill. 

The motion of Mr. Dliireudra Nath Datta that the Heiif^ral Rural 
Poor and Unemiiloyed Reliet Hill, U>dh. as parsed h\ Hie Hen^al Legis- 
lative Coiyieil on (he '2\)\h FebTuarx, Ifidt). be taken int.. eonsideratiou 
was then pul and agreed to. 


iHause 1. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA OA*^: Sir, 1 l)eg to move that in clauHC 
1(2), line 2, tor the woid •‘is” the following be .substituted, namelx 

■ 

“and tlie*Heiigal Local Self-Government Act, 1880, are.” 
ISow, Sir, the ohjeel of the amendment is 

Dr. NALIJIAK8HA 8ANYAL: The ameudraent it^ accepted. 
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Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA QA^'^e object gl ike amendment is 
to expend tbe^, operation of this Bill. The Bill, ai^t is now, extends to 
those parts of Bengal in which the Bengal TBtlage Self-Government 
Act of 1919 is in force, but there are areas where the Village Self- 
Gov(‘rnnient Act is not in force. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The amendment has already 
been accepted . * 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: 1 oppose this amendment and I want to 
speak on this motion beciause the amendment goes contrary to the 
object and aim of the Bill itself, because from the title of the Bill we 
find tliat it is meant for the rural population and not for the urban 
population. By the words “Village Self-Government Act” it is clear 
that this Bill is to operate only on those ])eople who are residents of 
villages but by including the Local Self-Government Act the mover of 
the amendment wants to bring in the Municipalities ((Vies of “No, 
No.”) The District Boards and Local Boards are situated in towns. 
(fVies of “No, No.”) That is right; you cannot say “Nf).” There- 
fore the ()bje(;t of the Bill will be trustrated entindy it you also extend 
the oj)eration of this Bill which is onl> a])plicable to ]daces where the 
Village Self-Government Act is in force to places where the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act is in force. Therefore I submit that the 
Bill, BO far as its operation is concerm'd, L (juite irght and it should 
extend only to plac(‘s where the Village Self-Government Act is at work 
and not to places where the Bengal Local Self-Government Act* is in 
force. Therefore 1 oppo.se the amendment of Mr. Anukul (dniiidra Das. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is just one point which T would like the 
honourable mov(*r of th(‘ Bill and the honourable mover of the amead- 
ment to consider. I feel it is my duty to jxunt this out. By the 
amendment you want to extend th(‘ operation of this Bill to those areas 
where then* is no TViion Board. You have just now h(*ar(l that in 
Midnapore, because the Act as was drafted is ap])licable to the Union 
Board, the Lo(‘al Board eh'ction has not takcui place. No^^ the 
definition clause sa>s that the.se words “union”, “Union Board’’, 
“Union late”, etc., shall have the same meanings as in the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act, 1919. That is clause 2. There is no 
amendment to clause 2. The resujt is an absolutely incongruous 
position in which we are operating the extension and creating no 
Machinery. In view of this fact, I think it will be wi.se if the 
amendment is not moVed. • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: There are certain ainendmenta 
in which it has been said “in those areas where the Village Self- 
Government Act is not in force, the Chaukidari Union in those areas”. 
^Otherwise the (Jiject of the Bill is to make it applicable to rural areas. 
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ilr« 8PEAKCR\ It necei^ilttllMi . consequjiiitial changes in the 
operative clauses. It is no use bringing it here. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, let me explain my position. 
I have given notice of amendments not only to this clause but also to 
other clauses wherever the “Union Board” occurs. You will see, Sir, 
there are several amendments in my name. I have made the necessary 
amendments to all the sections wherever the “Union Board” occurs. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I were in your j>ositioii I would have left this 
little part inoperative rather than ]>ut in an amendment to the clausa 
in ^le Bill which will he more or le.ss incongruous. 


Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: In view of what >ou have said, 
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment of Mi. Anukul ( handra Das that in clause line 

2, for the word “is”* the following be substituteil, namely: — “and the 
Bengal Local Self-(iovernment Act, l«S<Sr), are” was then l).\ leave of the 
House withdrawn. 

The question that clause I stand part <>t the Hill \xas then jiut and 
agreed to. 


rVoa.sc 2 . 

The (jUe>.ti(»n that clause 2 stand pail ot the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 


(Iduse .7. 

Mauivi* AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause H(J), in lines 1 and 2, tor the words “keys for each Poor Box, of 
which on^’ the words “different kinds of locks for each Poor Box, the 
key of one of which”, be substituted. 

Sir, I beg also to move that in clause 'l(.’j), in line -1, for the word 
*‘other” the w^prds “key of another lock” be .substituted. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, .T accept both th& 
amendment!). 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that in clause 3(4), for the words “the Cash B«ok” the words and 
figure “Form I in the Schedule to this Act” be substitiUed. , 
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Sir, I also beg to move that for clause 3(5),/. the following be 
fiubstftuted, namely: — 

“(5) Subscriptions and contributions otherwise collected shall also 
be entered in Form I in the Schedule to this Act, and to 
each subscriber or contributor there shall be given in writing 
a receipt for the amount received from him.’^ 

Sir, I do not think these amendments require any speech. They are 
formal amendments more or less. 

The moiion of Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan that in clause 3(3), in 
lines 1 and 2, for the words “keys for each Poor Box, of which one’^ 
the words “different kinds of locks for each Poor Box, the key ofone 
of which” he substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan that in clause 3(3), in 
line 3, for Hie word “other” the words ‘‘key of another lock” be 
substituted, was then pul and agreed t<». 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy that in 
clause 3(4), for tlie words “the (^ash Book” the words and figure “Form 
I in the Schedule to Ihis Act” be substituted, was then jnit and agreed 
to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bi joy, Prasad Singh Eoy that for 
clause 3(5), tlie following be substituted, namely: — 

“(5) Subscri|)tions and contributions otherwise collected shall 
also be entered in Form I in the Schedule to this Act, and 
to each subscriber or contributor there shall be given in 
writing a receipt for the amount received from him.” 

was then jml and agrt'ed to. 

Tlie question that clause 3 as amemled stand part ot the Bill was 
then put and agr<‘ed to. 


Clj'Hfte 4. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that after c|ause 4 (/) the 

following new clause be added, namely: — 

% 

“(7A) The Committee shall elect its own President and Vice- 
President.” 

Sir, I beg also to move that clause 4 {2) be deleted. 

Sir, I beg furth^ to move that in clause 4 (3), line 1, for the word 
.■“three” the ward “five” be substituted. 
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Mr. SURENDH^ NATH BISWAS: Sir, I l>eK to move timt itfter 
<^iise 4 (3) the following: new sub-clause be added, imwly • 

(4) Subject to the provisions of section 8, all disbursements of 
the Fund shall be made by the Committee.’’ 

a 

Ths Hofl’bis Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : As re^anls the 
first two motions of Mr. P. Banerji, I oppose tliem on the ^ix>uud tluit 
the whole scheme of the Act that the Union Ikwird sliould administei 
the *Fund witli certain co-opted members, hut if the amendments of 
Mr. Banerji are accepted, tlien it will chanjre the scheme of the Act 
and will make tlie whole thino- uiiworkalhle. 

As regards his amendment aibout (jufjrum, 1 have no objection. 

As regards Mr. Siirendra Nath Biswas’s amendment, it makes no 
difference because it is superfluous and unnecessary. 


Mr. 8URENDRA HATH BISWAS: In that case, Sir. 1 beK le<ive 
to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was tlnm 1)\ l(‘avc ot (h<‘ House withdiawn. 

The motion of Mr. P Bamuji that clause 4 be (hdelcd uas then 
put and lost. ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Therefore, amendment jNo 10 standing in the name 
of Mr. P. Banerji falls throuj?h. 

The motion of Mr. P Banerji that in (lause 4 (3), line 1, for llie 
word “tliree” the word “five" be substituted was put and a division 
claimed. 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I put the motion a; 4 ain, 1 do not know 
whetlier it is still pos>ible to have an a^n’cement (m this v(‘r> minor 
matter. (Twing- to the fa< t that there has been no didmte on this amend- 
ment, it is necessary, 1 think, to explain the implications of the amend- 
ment, so that there mas not he any miHunderstandin^,^ The orij^inal 
Bill proposes ^*,thjee’ out of a tota^ number ot 14, — 9 members of the 
union boards and o co-opted members. I’he ]»res(*nt amendment is for^ 
substituting “five’’ for “three*’ So, 1 h<*p*‘ honourable members will 
now realise the position. 

The ifiotion of Mr. P. Banerji that in clause 4 (3;, line 1, for the 
word ‘‘three” the word “five” be .sub.stituted was pul again aiifi lost. 

The question that clause 4 'ntaml part of the BiW was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 5, 

‘ 0 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 5 (i), 
in line 2, after the words ‘‘President of the Committee”, the words 
‘‘or in his absence, of the Vice-President thereof, or in the absence of 
both the- President and Vice-President, of such other member of the 
Committee as may be authorised by the Committee in this behalf” be 
added. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Ki.jo\. luive y<>\i got anything to say on this 
amendment 5^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 
think there is much objection to this amendment, os it is quite an in- 
offensive one. But 1 would prefer the Bill clause to stand as it is. I 
hope my honourable friend will see his way not to press his amendment. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If the Vice-President is absent? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, there is 
always an arrangement amongst members of T^nion Boards to manage 
the work during the 4ibsence of either tho Presiderft or the Vice-Presi- 
dent or lM)th. There is always an automatic arrangement. Tq the 
Village Self -( TO ver nine nt Act it is not provided who will maifage the 
Union Ifoard Funds during the absence of the President and the Vice- 
President. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Piobably, there are rules? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Where is the piocedure 
laid down? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think that the 
same procedure that is followed in the case of Union Funds should 
also be followed in this case. 

Mr. MD. ABUL^FAZL: In view of the speech of the Hon^ble 
Minister, Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdrati^ my motion. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl was then by leave of the House 
withdrawal. 

The question tlmt clause a stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 



Clame 6*. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 l)eg to 

move that in clause G (7) (A), lor the wonls “nothing else to fall back 
upon for subsistence during periods of unemployuient”, the words “no 
means of subsistence other than their wages” be substituted. 

Sir, it is a very 'simple amendment, and a driiftirig amenilment at 
that. The wording of the Hill clause is rather cumbious. So, on the 
recommendation of the Legislative l)e{>4U‘tment 1 move this 
amendment. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir. 1 he); to move that after 
clause 6 (3) the following new Milwdanse be added, namely: — 

“(4) The list shall be open to inspection by the local public 
during the office hours at tlie office of the Union.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 have no 
objection to this amendment. 

Mrt SPEAKER: 1 am ver\ sorry for that! ^lanighter.) 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Sir Ifijoy Urasad Singh Hoy ilmt in clau.se 
6 (7) (/>), for tlie wolds “nothing else to fall back upon for subsistence 
during periods of unemployment”, the wuirds “no means of subsistence 
otbar than tbeii wagt's" be substituted was tbeii put ami agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Isatb Biswas that after clause (» (d) 
the following new sub-clause be ad<led, namely: — 

“(4) The list shall be open to inspection by the local pulilic during 
the office-hours at the office of the Union.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause f). as amended, stand part ot the Bill was 
then pnt and agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

The (luestion that clauw 7 stand part of the Hill was then pnt and 
agreed to. 


Clause H, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BIBWAB: I bej? to submit, Sit;, that, in 
view of the fact that Mr. Abul Fazl has withdrawn Ws amendment No. 
16, I do not move my amendment, as it is not neoessaty. 



02 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[ 28 th Min., 


Mfi MO. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 8 {2), 
in line 2, for the words ‘‘one anna*’ the words “two annas or one seer 
of rice" be «sub8tituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Abul Fazl, you want to substitute “two 
aunas or one seer of rice'’ for “one anna’’. But how can you do that? 
You can substitute an amount for another amount, but not an amount 
or kind of produce for a simple amount. Surely, “one seer of rice’’ i» 
not an amount ! 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion, as I don’t want to press it. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl was then by leave of the Bouse 
withdrawn. 

Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 8 (2), line 2, for the words “one anna” the words “two annas” 
be substituted. 

Sir, my ameiiduient is a very simple oue.‘ It merely aims at 
increasing the amount by one anna, inasmuch as the amount of one 
anna provided for in the Bill, is very insignificant. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 8 (.2), line 8, for the words “haJf an anna”, the words “one' 
anna” be substituted. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clauee 
8 (2), line 5, for the words “five days” the words “seven days” be 
substituted. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: 8ii. 1 beg to move that in the 
proviso to clause 8 (2), line 2, for the word “five” the word “seven” 
be substituted. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso to 
clause 8 (2), in line 3, for the words “ten days” the words “fifteen 
days” be substituted. 

* ( 

^ Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that after the provieo 
to clause 8 (2), the, following new proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided also that the Committee may at a meeting thegeof direct 
J;hat relief be granted in articles of clothing or other articles 
to such person or persons as may be found needy out of the 
oontributibns in the custody of the President.” 



^39.] NON-f)FFICIAL BILLS. 

• 

Tht Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the emend- 

ments may be divided into three idanties : one is to increase 
the amount of contribution, the other is to include • (‘ontributionii 
in kind, and also the number of tlays tor wliicli the relief 
should be granted at a time. Sir, the uriiiciples underlyinpr the 
amendments are very laudable and if more funds were available, 
Government woulck not have opposed any of these amendments. 
But the first and foremost consideration is that the Bill should be work- 
able. It is no use making it unworkable and then placing it on the 
Statute Book. We want the public to ^et some benefit out of this 
measure. As the scheme of the Bill is based on voluntary contribu- 
tion, I do not think, there will be much fund at the dis|K)84vl of the 
Committee. So that is one reas<m why 1 opjxise the increase in the 
amount of CMUitribution. Secondly, as re«»'ards kind, the ac(H)untingf 
of contributions in kind will be very difficult 


Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment rejrardin^ “kind” has been 
declared out of oider. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Then as re^r^irds 
the number of da.vs, J do not think there is much justification for 
increase in the niimher of days for which the relief should he granted. 
If sufficient funds were available, I would not have opjmsed the amend- 
ment. Blit we alT I'ealise, *lhe whole scheme of the Bill belnjif based 
on*V4jliintary contribution, there is not mucb just itiimtion for takiuf? a 
very optimistic view’ alxuit funds. So I opfwise all these amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It \<m want to proceed with the Bill, it would be 
better that all these amendments are withdrawn. 

Mr. SJJRENDRA NATH BISWAS: lv\ceptin« No dfi. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDIN : And also i\o. 2d, the moti<»n of 
Mr. Aulad Hossain Klian. 

The motion of Mr. Anukul Chandra Das that in clause 8 (>2), line 
3, for the words “half an anna” the words “one anna” be substituted, 
was, then by*leave of the House, withdrawal. 

The motion of Mr. Aiiukul Chandra Da.s that in clause 8 (2), iiifb 
c for the words •‘five days” the words “seven Mays” be substituted, 
was thej^, !by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

the motion of Mr. Anukul Chandra Das that in the jirovisi. to 
clause 8 (2), line 2, for the word “five” the word “seven” be substitute 
ed, was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 
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^The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in the pioviao to clause 8 
(2), in line 3, for the words “ten days’’ the words “fifteen days” be 
oulbstituted, was then, Iby leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan that in claus# 8 (2), 
line 2, foi‘ the w'ords “one anna”, the words “two annas” foe" substituted, 
was then put and affreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Hd. Abul Fazl that after the proviso to 'clause 
S (2), Ihe following new proviso be adde<l, namely — 

“Provided also that the Committee may, at a meeting thereof, 
direct that relief be granted in articdes of clothing or other 
articles to such person or peisons as may be found needy out 
of the contributions in the custodj^ of the President”. 


was then put and agreed to. 


The motion that claus(‘ 8, as amended, stand part of the Hill was 
then put and agreed to. 

CUm^e 9. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to move 
that in clause 9 (./), line 1, the ^ord “such” be omitted. 

« * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg tp^move 
that in clause 9 (,2), line 2, after the w^ord “years” the words and 
figures “whose name has been reported under section 7 or section 8’ 
be insert(‘d. 


. Maulvi AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: I beg to move that in clause 
'9 (7), in line (), after the word “employment” the words “or to follow any 
trade or inofession” be added. 

Sir, the object of this motion is to include poor men who do not 
get employment but who can take up any business with sAme small 
-capital. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think that i*. beyond the s(‘ope of the Bill. It 
^die purpose of your amendment is not to give relief but to ask people 
to start a business w;ith the money intended for charity, it is out of 
■order. 

. Mr. Mb. ABUL FAZL: I beg to move that in clause 9 (2), line 2, 
fbr the words “six rtiontbs” the words “one year” be substituted. 
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lira MOa ABUL FAZLS I heg: It^ave to withdraw 1113 * luotiou uamelyi 
that itt clause 10 , in line (), alter the words “of the ix^tinidttee" the 
words “<w* in his absence the Vice-President" l>e inserted. 

I motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Thf Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 oppose 
this amendment. It is a small loan that is granted out of the fund 
just to enable the j»erson iu carry on for six months and to seou!*e 
Wn^ploynient : one year is much too long a time and there may be tt 
crop wdthin six months. There are many areas in this province where 
six iiidiiths is (juite sufti(‘it‘nt to luiable a person to have a ('rop. So, I 
oppijse this aimuulment. 


The motion of the lloirble Si? Bijoy Piasad Singh Uoy that in 
clause 9 ( /). line 1 . the word “such" be omitted was then put and 
agreed to. 


Th(' motion o^ the llon’lde Sii Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy that in 
clause 9 (/), line ?ift(‘r the words “years" the words and tigures 
*Vhose name has been reported under section 7 oi- section 8 " be inserted 
W’as then jiut and agreed to. 


The mt)ti<m <tt Mr. Md. Abul Fazl tliat in clause 9 (i^), line 2, for 
the wor»ls “six nomths" the^woids “mie year*" be substitute?! was then 
put and lost 

Tin* ([uestion tliat clause 9 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
tlM'ii put and agieed to. 


(lauus 10, // onr/ 12. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As legaids clause 10 I think ^o. 44 does not 
arise; No.*4‘l is neither very helpful Ale you still pressing itP 

Mr. M«». ABUL FAZL; I d<. no? want to move. 

The questi«)n that (■li^u^«•^ Ut, II and 12 ^tand pait of the Bill was 
then put ami agreed to. 


Clause 12, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Vs regard.s clause Id, No. 4b does n<»t arisfl'. 
Motion No. 4fi was not moved and No. 47 w.*s out of order. , 

The question that clause 1*1 stand part of the BiW was then put Atili 
agreed to. 
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Clmtseg 14 and 15, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Clause 14A is not in order. Clause 15A is also 
not in order. The piinciple of the Bill is to empower the Local Gov- 
ernment to frame the rules. By this clause you want to give the Com- 
mittee power to frame the rules? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: My amendment is for an 
addition. Government will make all the rules for the conduct of 
business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Clause 14A is not in order. 

Clause 15A was not moved. 

The question that clauses 14 and 15 stand ])arts of the Bill was 
then put and agr(‘ed to. 

The (juestion that tlie Schedule stand pait ot the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

The question that the |)reainhle >tand ])art of tlie Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: ] beg to move that the Bill 
as settled in the Assembly be passed. 

The UKition was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: I beg to move that the Bengal 

Fublic Demands Becoverv (Amendment) Bill, 1037. be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir Bijov Prasad Singli Boy, 

(2) Mauivi Abdul Ijatif Biswas, 

(3) Mr. Puspajit Burma, 

(4) Mr. Syed Nausher Ali, 

(5) Mr. Kamizuddiu Ahmed, 

(6) Babu Xarendra Naru>i\n Chakrabarty, 

(7) Mr. S;sed Abdul Majid, 

(S) Mr. Maqbul Hosain, 

(9) Mauivi Abdul Wahed, and 

(10) the mover, 

With instructions to submit their report by the Ist September. 1939, and 
that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at fiv-:^ 
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I do not likt‘ to make any ^peeel*. hecanse 1 have •<|>ok»*n over the 
Bill several time'; before. • 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to opposj^ 
this- motion. The main ohje< t t»f the Bill to exclude from the 
operation of the PnlJie Demands Be«‘over\ A(‘t the eluuses about rent. 
Government have alread\ ^nven promise that there should he no appli- 
cation <)f the ec'rtifieale jiroeedure b»r the n‘alisati«»n (d rent in khas 
jnahul and court ot waids estate's and for the last two years they have 
not issued certificates tor ttie realisation of rent in estates. (A voice 
FROM TIIK CONOKKSS luiM II : Permanently Y) Whether that 

will remain permanent 1> or not remains to be seen. The wdiole thing 
is at*an exjieriniental stage. It the collections ot (iovernment and of 
the Court ot Wards 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mav 1 rise on o |voint <d‘ onler, 
Sir? 1 would like to draw your attention tc» rule h*! ot the Standing 
Orders where it is stajeil that when a member moves that a Hill be 
referred to a Sele«t Committee the (ml\ proci'dure left tor any oilier 
meniliei is eithei Ot move that this Bill be circulated for the .purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon oi to ac’cept it. 1'here is no provision f(»r 
opposing it. Pule dd {!/) states, ‘at this stage no amendment to the 

Bill can he moved h^l it the nieinher 

1[Cries of “0h'\ “oh’\) 

* • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sometimes I feel that it would be better if you 
were a lawyer. * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; in (ontinmition 

of what 1 was sa> ing I submit that the wlude thing is in an ex[)erimeii(al 
stage and whether the arrangement will he? imoh* permanent or not, 
whether the application ot ccrtiticate procedure to rent stiould he 
altogether withdrawn or not would dexiend cm the sucees.s of this experi- 
ment. If ftie eollec’tioiis of rent in the Khas Mahal and the Court of 
Wards estates do not sutler because of the suspension of the certificate 
procedure, Government would he only f<m glad to give uji that jiower. 
But it is rather^early to anticipate^w hat the results are going to he. 
In this view' of the matter (iovernment think that there is no justifica- 
tion for referring this Bill to a Select Committee; because a reference 
of the Bill to a Select Committee would mean aecepta*nce of the principle 
underlying^ the Bill. 

• 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR; You have. already accepted 
the principle by ^circulating it. 
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Tht Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Circuiation does 
not mean acreptiince and the honourable member ought to know the 
procedure of this House. -The Bill was circulated and then recirculated. 
T,he last day for submitting opinion was sometime in February. We 
have received opinions only from a few public bodies up till now. In 
this view of the matter Government opposes the motion of the member 
in charge of the Bill. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I oppose the motion for 
referring the Bill to a Select Committee. 


Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
fiomewhat amazed to hear the short speech delivered by my friend the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy in justifying his opposition to 
the motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee. Sir, it has 
taken my breath away wlien I heard that by ordering suspension of the 
'Certificate procedure in tlie matter ot realisation of rent in Khas Mahal 
and in Court of Wards Estates and in other niatters just as when 
the estate is taken over b\ Governmeiii under section 99 of the Cess 
Act 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Thai is not 

suspended, 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: It ls attempted to make an 
experiineni. Experiment on whai — I do not know)' He says that the 
Govern intmi do not accept the principle of this Bill but 1 think his 
inemoi\N faib'd and convenienll.\ failed him. He knows full well that 
wdien he introduced the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act he was a party 
to the deletion of that chapter which relates to the recovery of rent by 
<-ertificate procedure. H(‘ accei)ted the princii)le— the principle that 
certificate i)r()cedure is a drastic procedure whicdi causes untold misery 
to the poor teiiantr\ of Bengal. Now, lor him to >ay that he does not 
ac(‘ept the principle of Mnulvi Abu Hossain Saikar s Bill i^ to go back 
upon what he has done a few months ba(d\. The certificate procedure 
was by a unanimous decision of this House thought to be very cruel, 
c]>i)ressive and deseived to be scrapped oil the Statute Book. Then I 
^lo not know wh> in the case of private landlords his heart was full of 
t milk of human kindness for the poor tenantiy of Bengal, but when it 
comes to Khas Mahal, the Court of Wards and other estates he is un- 
willing to part with that ancient and oppressive weapon which he wants 
to retain in his armoury for the speedy realisation of rent. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What is sauce for the 

gander i> not^ sauce for the goose. 
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Mr. 80RENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Aks for the poor temiuiry 
of Khas Mahal and Court of Wards Estates! Has not the tenant of 
Khas Mahal the same grievance which the tenant under a private land- 
lord has to object to the recourse to the certificate procedure? Aa 
regards the Court of Wards, well that antiijuated statute gives proteo* 
tioh to landlords who waste their fortune hv their own nusmanagement 
and who themselves (‘onfess that they are unable to manage their own 
estates and Government takes the responsibility of management and 
exacts the rents from the tenants by certificate procedure. What is the 
difference between a tenant who holds lands umler the Court of AVards 
and the tenant under a private landlord? Wh\ should it be 

(At this stage the member, having reaidicd the time-limit, resumed 
his leaf.) 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that the Bengal Public 
Doinands Itecovery (Amendment) Bill, 19*17, be referred to a Select 
Committing consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble#Sir Bijoy l^rasad Singh Boy, 

(2) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(8) Mr. Pus])ajit Barma, 

(4) Mr. Syed Nausher Ali, 

(o) Mr. Kamizuddin Ahyied, 

^6) Babu Xarendra Narayan Chakra barty, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Maqbul Hosain, , 

(9) Maulvi Abdul AA'ahed, and 

(10) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report by the 1st September, 1989, 
and that tTie (juorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five was put 
and a division called, with the following result: — 


AYEf^e. 


AM«I Jafektr Paiwtn, Mr. mi. 

AM«1 WaM. Maalvi. . 

Aka NttMia tarkar. Maulvi. 

Akal Faai. Mr. Mi. 
iaaarji, Mr. P. 
taaffji, Mr. latya Prlya. • 
iasarjaa, Mr. tikaatli. 

Barnaa, Baka^hyama PratMl. 

Baraiaa^ Baka Upaatfra Na<k. 

Biaarat, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Bitaraa, Mr. turaaira Natk. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. Jatiaira Natk. 
Bkakrikarty, Baka Naraaara Narayaa. 


Ohattopaakyay, Mr. Naripaka. 

» Ckaakkari, Bai Haraadra Nath. 
Da«, Baka Mabiai Ckaalra. 

Dai. Mr. Maaaiabaa. 

Dai ttapta, Baka Kbagaadra Natk. 
Dai Dapta, Srijat llaraadra Natk. 
DaMa, Mr. Dfciriadra Nath. 

Dalai. Mr. Hariadra. 

EaidHM' Nagaa, Ktti. 

Bbaia, Mr. Alai Kriibaa. 
Diaiaddia Afcaiad. Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. dagHk tfbaadra. 

Haiaa All Ohaardbary, Mr. yad. 
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4Mab All MiiHMtfar, MaiiIvL 
ICvMar, Mr. Atal Obanira. 
Kaada, Mr. NIahHba NaM. 
Maitl, Mr. NikaaJa<A«aari. 
MaHra, Mr. taraadra Mahan. 
Majl, Mr. Adwafta Kumar. 
Majumdar, Mrs. Namaprava. 
Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 
Mandal, Mr. daiandra Nath. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. ■. 

Mnllick, IrIJut Athntaih. 


NOES 


AMul Halil, Mr. Mina. 

Abdul Haiti, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mauivi Md. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. allaa Lai Maah. 

Abdul Karim. Mr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan Mr. 

Abdul Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Rathaad. Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Mauivi S. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdui Shahaad. Mauivi, Md. 

Abul Haihim, Mauivi. 

Abul Hoaiain Ahmad. Mr. 

Ahmad All Eayatpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 

Ahmad All Mrldha, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Hoiiain, Mr. 

Altuuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Aihrafalli, Mr. M. 

Aulad Haisain Khan, Mauivi. 

Aihar Ali, Mauivi. 

•arat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Basu, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 

Ball-Hart, Miss P. B. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Farhad Rasa Ghowdhury, Mr. M. , 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bafurn. 

Failul Huq, tha Hon’hia Mr. A. K. 

Failul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Failul Rahman, Mr. 

Failur Rahman (Myrnansinph), Mr. 

Ramas, Mr. S. A. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Hasbam Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Hasina Mursbad. Mrs. M. B. E. 

Hirtsal, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mauivi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi, 

Tlie Ayes being 48, and Noes 73, 


Ray, Mr. Cbaru Cbantfra. 

Ray, Mr. Obananjay. 

Ray. Mr. Klabari Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Natb. 
ianyal. Dr. Nalioaksba. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka iakhar. 
San, Babu Nafandra Natb. 
Sbabadall, Mr. 

Singha, Babu Ksbatra Nath. 
Sinha, Srijut Manihdra Bhusan. 
Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 


73. 

Kaiam Ali Mina, Sahibiada Kawan dab Syad. 
Malliuddin Ahmad, Or. 

Mandai, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 4 . 

Mohammad Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Maiammal, Huq, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Afial , Khan Sahib Mauivi Syad. 
Muhammad Ishaqua, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Israil, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Siddiqua, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syad. 
Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 

Mullick, tha Han'bla Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mullick, Mr. Pulin Bahary. 

Musharrut Hossain, tha Hon’bla Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Nandy, tha Hen'bla Maharaja Srisehandra, cf 
Cossimbaiar. 

Nasaruliah, Nawabsada K. 

Paul, sir Hari Sankar. 

Raikut , tha Hon*bla Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray uhoudhury, Mr. Birandra Kishora. 

Roy, tha Hon’bla Sir BiJoy Prasad Sinfb. 
Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sallruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sarkar, tha Hon’bla Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin , Mr. KhwaJa, C. B. E. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 

Tamiiuddin Khan, Tha Hon'bla Mr. 

Total Ahmad Ohowdhury, Mauivi riaji. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. « 

Zabur Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvk 


the niotion was losi. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned till 4-4b p.in. on Wednesday, the 
29th March. 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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ProcMdingt of the Bengal Legislative Atseidblsr assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

. The Assembly mot in tho Assomhl.v House. ral(‘iitta. on AV^ednesday* 
the 29th March, 19dQ, at 4-45 p.in. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon' hie Khan Bahadur M. Azizui. Haquk, 
C.I.E.) in the Chair. 9 II on 'hie Afinisters and 204 ineinhers. 

• 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir. may 1 have 

your penniHsion lo repl.\ to this question on behalf of the Tlon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Asaziniuddin who is unavoidablv absent y 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, you ma.\ . 

• • 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. ma> I submit that thia is 
a v(m\ • important question, and the Hon’lde the Home MinisU^r is 
absents So, 1 do not think that Sir Bi.joy will be able to answer the 

supplemeiit.uies. • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; If you have no 

objection. Sir, it ma.^ be j)asM*(l over. 

Mr, SREAKER: All ri^ht 

Agricultural offloers of Dinaipur. 

*286. Mauivi ABDUL JABBAR: On AYill tlie Hon’ble Minister 

in charjfe of the Aj^rieulture Department be pleased to state — 

• • 

(i) the number and designation^ ot the various a^^ricultural (jfficers 
who have l>een posted in the district of Dina.jpur; and 

in) the respective duties of such officers ^ 

{/)) What steps have been taken to make these officers — 

(i) visit places in the interior; and 
' (n) come in contact with the actual tillers of ite soil? 
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MINISTER in OmfgB of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’bla Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (i) Two 

District Agricultural Officers and nine Agricultural Demonstrators. 

(ii) The duties of the District Agricultural Officers are to supervise 
the farm work and the demonstration work done by the Demonstrators 
in the district. They also frequently visit the Uuion Board farms 
started in the district. 

The duties of the Demonstrators are to distribute free seeds and 
manures among the cultivators w’ithin their respective jurisdictions 
which are in the interior of the district and to show to them the improv- 
ed methods of cultivation by practical demonstration. They also do 
propaganda work in the district. ^ 

(b) I have already stated tliat the field of work of the agricultural 
officers is located in the interior of the districf and they actually come 
in contact with the tillers of the soil in the ordinary sphere of their 
duties. 


Distress in Jessere due to failure of crops. 

«287. Khan Bahadur Mauiana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: 

(a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware 
that distress still prevails in the district (/I Jessoio on ai'count (.f the 
failure arn an and rahi crops? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minis- 
ter he jdeased to state what action, if„any, has been taken in the matter? 

(c) What further sum has been allotted to the district as gratuitous 
relief and agricultural loan? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of advancing 
a further sum for gratuitous relief? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): («) Bahi crop has not entirely 
failed. The damage to aman crop is estimated at 57 per cent. There 
is distress in some parts of the districf. 

(6) Agricultural loans have been and are being distributed to help 
the cultivators to purchase seeds, etc. The distribution of gratuitous 
relief is still going on. 

(c) Rs. 4,60,000 has In'en allotted in all as agricultural loans and 
Us. 35,000 as gi’atuitous relief. 

{d) No. If relief to landless j>eraona is necessary at this time of 
the year, it will he given by means of Test Works. 
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Tar 

Oritiainii of a local M;L.A. by the Subdhrisional OfHoor of 6iiaiHlpur 
at a putriio mooting at Rafflpw, Tippora. • 

*288. MaiHvi JONAB ALI MAJUltDAR: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that the Sulxlivisional Officer of t'liandpnr in the district of 
Tipi)era, held a public meeting at Rampur in No. 2 KaUxrho 
Union, police-station Hajiganj, on the 22nd Febniary, 19d9; 
and 

(it) that the said officer at that meeting in criticising the l(K'aI 
M.L.A. said that the .said M.L.A. is supporting the cause- 

• of mahajans at the cost of the Krishak KhuUik? 

(b) If the answ’er to («) {n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any. do the Oovernmeni 
propose taking to stop (rovernnient officers taking part in |>art\ 
politics? 

MINISTER in ch*arge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): {a) (n Yes. 

(w) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

• • 

Mautvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased* to state what kind of meeting the Subdivisional Officer was 
holding on that <lay? 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He went then* in con- 
nection with the insjieition of the Debt Settlement Hoard. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to staU* whether he gets any report of the six'ecdies made by 
the Subdivisional Offic(*r and <»t otlH*r jM-rsons holding meetings in the 

inufassul ? 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. Hut in this case 
he insjiected the office of the Debt Settlement Hoard and found that the 
President ot the Hoard attended onl\ (2 meeting’s out of a total of 
about 144, and the result was that the uork of the l)<d»t SfHtlenient 
Board was suffering, and he mentioned that fact in liis s)K*ei*h. Tliair 
i.s-why perhaps this^ attack has beirn mad<*. • 

Mauiei ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliether Uoverninerit have got any maohinery to 
restrict the speeches of fioverninent officers w^ho oj-ganise raeeting.s in 
the imifassal ? 
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Mfi tiPCAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA* With reference to answer 
{a) (ii), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the basis 
of his answer that no such thing was stated by tlie Subdivisional 
Officer.^ 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, what happened was 
this: a very large number of meetings could not be held because the 
President, who liappens to be an M. L. A., w^as absent from the meet- 
ings, and the work of tlie Debt Settlement Board was suffering very 
much. That is why he said that the debtors could not get their debts 
settled, because the abseiu^e of the President made a lot of difference. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who has given him the information — the Subdivisional 
Officer hims<df or somebody else. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Thoie was the I'emark 
of the Circle Officer in the in8])ection book. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to stat<‘ how many meetings did the President not attend P The 

Hoii’ble Minist(‘r said “a number of meetings.” 

♦ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I give the ffguree, 

"Sir 't 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Chairman attended 
only 74 metdings out of 211 meetings. If the Chairman be so 
callous in the matter, other members of the Board can hardly be 
expected to take any interest. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in the course of how' many months did all these meet- 
ings take place y 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid I must ask 
lor notice, Sir. The main fact is that out of 211 meetings only 74 
meetings were attended. 

v'« 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when did the Subdivisional Officer inspect the Debt 
^Settlement Board before the 22nd February? 
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Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Ue left at 

10-30 a.m. and reached Raiupur at 11-30 a.iii. lie then inspected the 
work of the Debt Settlement Board and found it to l>e unsatisfactory. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I submit. Sir, that this is not 
a correct answer to my question. My question was this: the Subdivi- 
sional r)ffi<*er inspec'ted the Debt Setlement Board on the 22nd 
February, 1030, and 1 asked the Hon’ble Minister to toll us when did 
he inspect the Debt Settlement Board office befort' the 22nd February P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask tor noii<e. 

• Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: cti. Firde Officer ^ 

inspection C?TC? remark ^ S. 1) O. «(R TOCTRl 

(’ircle Olficer ins|H>ctiou lKH)k(a W 
remark public me(‘tim;ii?t ^ insjwtion hooka? ftttnllT ? 

The Hon’ble JChwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tbis the remark put 
down in the iii'^pi'c^ion book, ami very likely afterwards when he 
addressed the meeting Ik' mi^ht have impressed ujxui tlie memberH 
the ne(vs>it\ and advanta^^e of having; J)(d>t Stdtleimuit Boards and 
he mi^ht havt* mentioned how the woik wa.s siitTerin^’ owin^: to tin* 
President and the members not attending* the meidings reg:ularly. 1 
/na> just point owl how l)j|}bt SettlenuMil \v(‘re dmilt wdtb ; after 

filing, thene cases were sometimes adjourned indefinitely without taking 
an;^ st^jis for the last one and half ami tw<i years and thus the rules 
and law's were given the go-bye. 

• 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state if th<* m(*eting lield at llajiganj, on the 22m] February, 
was lield at the initiative* of the Subdivisional Officer or under any 
special orders of the (Toveniment, and with what object P 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (^uc.sticjii docs not arise*. 

• 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the liondde Minister he 
pleased to state if the Subdivisional Offic(*r uf Fhundpur w'as informed 
that there was an allegation like tliat P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Xaturull^ we called for 
a report, and a co])y of tlie (ju<*stion that luol been put w’as sent to th© 
District Magistrate and be might have asked for an explanation from 
the Subdivisional Officer. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: AV'ill the Hon'lde Minister Jbe pleased 
to state if any instructions have been issued to fhe^ (Government officials 
to hold public meetings regarding politics P 
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Mr.»PEAKiRs That question does not arise. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased io state the name of the Chairman referred to in the question? 

Mft SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that the M. L. A. in question 
had f^iven notice for the institution of a (dvil suit claiming compensa- 
tion against tlie Subdivisional Officer for illegal search? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Ban on '^Desher Katha” by late Pandit Sakharam Canesh Deushkar. 

^289. 8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; {a) Will the 
Hon ’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state 
whether the ban on the “Desher Katha” hy the lute Pundit Sakharam 
Ganesh Deushkar exists? 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is in the cont(‘ni})lation of Government to 
remove the ban? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes 

(h) No. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will ihe Hon’ble Minister be 
jdeased to stat<^ when wu> this ban ini])oscd upon that book and the 
reasons th(‘refor? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Long ago: the book was 

found objectionable and so it was banned. <. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: With nference to (b), 
will the Iloirble Minister b# pleased to state why it is not in the 
contemplation of the Government to remove the ban? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The leasons which led 

the ban being imposed still exist. 

• 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Him'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that this is a book on Efoiioniics ? 
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Th» hon'bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINt It may be w>, but at 

the same time it is objectionable. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTYl H-a T Ht i ni 

Mr. 8PEAKER1 That qiieHtion doos not arise. 


Defalcation and misappropriation of money in Hooghly Central 
Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

«*290. Babu RADHANATH DAS: Ut) h ihv Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-(»j)eru<ivf Credit and Ihiral lndtd)tedne8s Department 
aware — 

(i) that in the year 19d(j. the Seeretar\ and the Assistant Secretary 
with some otht‘r employees of the Hooghly Central Oo- 
operufive Hjink, liimitiMl, wen* arrested for defulention and 
misapprofiriation of hufik mone\ and w(*re tried before the 
Court ; 

(ti) that the A>^istant Secretary made a statement in the Court; 

(ifi) that this cas<‘ of misappropriation creiited a feeling and there 
w'as censiderabl^c run on the Co-o])erative Ifanks of 
Hooghly and Serampore; and 

(ivl that some of thost* banks are unable to pay their depositors in 
full on demand y 

(h) Are the (lovernment considering tlie desirability of enquiring into 
the causes of de(‘line of Co-operative Societies in Hengnl wu’ih special 
reference to defalcations and remedial measures? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. MuHunda Behary Mullick): (r/t </) and (//) Yes. 

(nV) Yes, onlj^ temporarily. 

(tv) and (b) No. 

• • 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’bljj 
Mini.ster be pleased to give an an.sw’er to question (b) in view of the 
fact that the qifestion was “Are tlie rbivernment considering the 
desirability of enquiring into the causes of decline of co-operative 
societies in Bengal with sjiecial reference to defalcations an<l remedial 
measures,” and the am>w’er given is a big No. ^ Does it mean that 
the Hon’ble Minister will >.it idle and take no action? ^ 
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Mn SPEAKERS TLat quention does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to states why lie does not think it desirable to enquire into 
its causes when in this question and in his own showing* a lamentable 
state of things has been disclosed K 

Mr. SPEAKER: T am afraid, it involves two questions. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state wdi\ lie does not consider it desirable to make an 
enquiry ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No msh 

case has yet made out for an enquiry of this nature. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state if he* is aware that in the budget discussion and in 
several other (juestions, allegations regarding defalcation and mis- 
management have been re])eatedh made on the floor of this House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arist*. 

Police camp at Sibpur in Dinajpur for investigation of a dacoity case. 

•285. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: {a} Will the Hoi-ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state whether — 

(1) it is a fact that Kazi Nazimuddin, Iij.s})ect()r of Police, Sadar 
(’ircle, M. Moiila Baksh, vSub-Inspector of Police, and the 
Sub-Inspector of Ohirirbandar police-station, all of Dinajpur 
district, held a police cam]) at Sibpur in police-station 
Kotwali in connection with an investigation of a ducoity in 
the first week of August last; 

(h) they called in custody one Adhar Barman and another Dhir 
Barman of Sibpur in the night of the oth August, 1988; and 

(iii) Adhar Barman did not return home after he had been taken 
in police custody and was seen thereafter hanging from the 
branch of a mango tree by the side of the Union Board Road 
passing from one Chasir doctor’s house where the police 
camp was held? 

(h) Is it a fact that Dhir Barman lodged a complaint alleging that 
the police lofficers were responsible for Adhar' a death in the Sadar 
Criminal Court and a local enquiry was held by the Sadar Deputy 
Magistrate under orders of the then District Magistrate? }.d 
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(c) if the auswer to (6) is iu the affirmative, wiM the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table the report of the aforesaid 
enquiry ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) why the police otliceis concerned were not suspended pending 
trial of tlie complaint made by Dhir Harman tor investigation 
of the case; and 

wli} the police otiiceis in the ramp at Sibpur ditl md take 
speedy steps to send the dead IhkIv for post inorteiikt, 
examination ? 


Is it a t'aiM that Adhar Harman was agi‘d about onl\ and left 
a young widow ami a daughter, the only child, behind him^ 

(/) Is it a tact that the Sadar Subdivisional Officer ac({uitted the 
Sub-Inspector, ( 'hirirbandar, who v\as accused in the case?* 

(// I Is it a fact that the District and Sessions .ludge of Dinajpur has 
made an observation regarding the manner in which the entire case was 
investigated in his ofder on the revisional petition ]U'eferred Ixdore him 
by Dhir Harman 

{li) Are tlie (lovernnicnt coiisi<iering it <lesiiable to hold a sifting 
departmental en(iuir> immediately ifito the matter and to adopt mensurea 
for the prevention of a recurrence 


m Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

{ill ) It is not correct that A<ihar Harman was taken into police 
custody. It is correct that he was found hanging from a mango tree. 

(h) Y'es. 

"tc) No. as the hojjourabb* member has a])parently oldained a copy. 
(d) (i)* As it was couaideied that the reisut was against the weight 
of evicfence it did not aj>pear desirable to j>enalise the officer by susfiend- 
ing him fending the enquiry. 

(ii) The dead body was sent for po<t mortem immediately after the 
Magisterial enquiry. 
ie) and (/)A^eR. 

(g) No. 

(}n Does notarise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Adhar Barman was taken into the police enquiry 
campH SSbpurP 
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Vm Hon'Mt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs 1 would refer the 
ihonourahle memlher to the answer given in the printed answer. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: It has been admitted in the 
Court that Adhar Barman was taken to the police camp. Will the 
Hon’ble Miaiister be pleased to state how the answer can be ‘*no” to my 
•question No. (a) (ii), viz., ^‘they called in custody one Adhar Barman 
and another Dhir Barman of Si'bpur in the night of the 5th August 
1938^’f 

Tha Hon’JMa Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ; There is a vast difference 
between taking a person into police custody and interviewing him. 

Bahu NASIENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the answers in this House are 
meant only for the memlber who puts the questions or also for other 
members Who are interested in it ? Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in view of the fact tliat the Inmourable member who ])ut the 
question obtained a cop> , other members are debarred from having 
knowledge of the fa(ts contained in that copy? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why he refuses to publish the report? 

Tha Hoifbla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think, it will not be 
fair to publish the report of the magisterial enquiry without the judg- 
mentvS of the Subdivisional Ofti< er and the District .Judge. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he would publish both the magisterial encpiiry repprt 
and the judgments referred to? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Bir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable mem- 
ber so desires, I shall place all Ihe three papers on the Library talble. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many days after his death was the dead body sent 
for ])ost-mortem examination? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Immediately after the 
magisterial enquiry. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many day^ after his death? 
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TIm Hmi’M Khmjt Sir NAZIMUODIN: I t^nk about 24 or 48 
hours after. 

Mr. DHIREHDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that the dead body was sent for 
post-mortem examination four days after his death? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I do not think so. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was ^e dead Ibody found hanging from the mango 
tree? 

^The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to vstate if he would consider the desirability of eiuiuiriiig if the 
body was not sent for pont-mortnn examination immediately after the 
body was found Imnging from the mango tree? 

« 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: The relatives of the 
deceased refused to allow the dead body to Ibe sent for post-niortem exami- 
nation on the ground that information had been sent and the Magistrate 
was arriving from Dinajpur. 

• • 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased* to state if the police are bound to act according to tlie wishes of 
the relatives in not sending the body for post-mortem examination? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question of fact; that is a question 
of daw. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (r), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is in the con tern jilation 
of Government to allow some allowance to the young widow and the 
daughtfer of Adhar Barman ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Assault on the Doole Workers of Calcutta. 

*290A. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister m charge of the Horae (Police) Deportment aware — 

,(t) tKat cases of assault and intimidation are taking place on the 
dock workers of Calcutta and that many of such Sases have 
been reported to Ekbalpur, AVatganj and»Bowbazar thanas; 



QUESTIONS, 


[29th Mas., 


i2 


(ii) that a grave situation has arisen giving rise to a wide-spread 
feeling of insecurity of life among the dock workers; 

{iii) that ‘the largest number of such cases have taken place 
within the jtfrisdiction of the Eldbalpur police-station; 

(iv) that the police officer in charge of that station has not taken any 

action whatsoever to ibring the culprits to book ; 

(v) that this campaign of assaiilt and intimidation against the dock 

workers is being organised by a number of sirdars who refuse 
to pay the scheduled rate of wages to the dock workers as 
embodied in an agreement effected in January 1935 as a result 
of the Calcutta Dock Strike of 1934; 

{vi) that two of the victims of such assault, viz., Zambu Patra and 
Basudev Das, were seriously injured and admitted intoHhe 
Police (^ase Hospital on the 3rd March ; 

(mi) that many others were assaulted even in'side their houses in their 
hastees on the same date at Balbubazar in Kidderpore; 

{viii) that the assailants were identified and immediately reported to 
the police-station; but 

(i>) that the police have so far taken no action in the matter':’ 

(h) Jf the answer to («) is in the affirmative, what action, if any^ 
do (l^overnment jirojiose to take to ensure safety and a peaceful atmos- 
phere for the dock workers and to give them protection in their ordinary 
callings against molestation? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (/) Complaints have 
been received within the last two months and recorded at Watganj thana 
and Ekbalpur outpost. 

(//) No. Ade(piatc police arrangements have been made. For over 
a fortnight no disturibance has taken place. 

{id) Cases about 30 in number were almost equally divided between 
Eklbalpore outpost and Watganj police-station. 

(ic) This is incorrect. Adequate police patrols have beeA sent out 
to maintain order. 

(r) I have no information. 

(iv) Zambu Patra and Basudev Das were admitted into the hospital 
tOn 3rd March 1939 with lacerations and abrasions. They were dis- 
charged on 9th March 1939 and 7th March 1939 respectively. 

(vii) Seven complaints w^ere received and only three of them with 
injuries which were extremely slight. No complaint of assault inside 
any house was received. 

(rm) Certain assailants were named to the police. 
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(i*) This is incorrect. The police have inveitigaied the caeei, and 
further action is under consideration. ^ 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the number 

of (rases that actually 0 (*euTre<l and complaints received, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been taken by 
way of effecting any arrest or starting any prosecution against any of 
the assailants? 

Thd Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Adeciuatc jwlice patrols 
have been sent out U^ inaiiitain order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to atate whether in view^ of the nature of the 
disturbance as evidenced in his answer he is contemplating actually 
taking legal action against some of the assailants? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is answered in (i». 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: With reference to m{a) 

cTOff — nm sun ^ 

flITO arrest 

• • 

ttie Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the 
hon'^ble* member to answer (a) (i^). 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA *SANERiIEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
^ W TOCf nr matter is under (Y>nsideration ; 

«(PniC 2P^ IKV TOW ^ TO flITO — TOW arrest TO 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must ask whether the police has any power to 
arrest. Your first question ought to he whether on the basis of this 
the police has the power under the law to arrest. Then this question 
may arise# 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Ifon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether on the basis of the case mentioned 
here the police have tried to effect a*ny arrest at all? 


Mr. SPEAKER You must first ask wheth(*r this arrest can he made. 

# 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the •Hon Tie 

Minister be pleased to state whether police was authorised to arrest the 
assailants and whether the cases were such as to warrant arrest? 
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Th# Hon’ble IChwaJa Sir NAZIMUDOIN: There is no question of 
authorisation. , The police know what their duty is and they are 
performing their duty well. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware of the reasons for these assaults? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: Mere mutual jealousy 
and distrust. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer (a) (v), will 
thd Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he has made any 
enquiry at all? c 

Mr. SPEAKER: That probably comes undq?’ your friend’s jurisdic- 
tion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Hon’ble Speaker has 
already told you that it is a matler more for the Labour Minister than 
myself. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: May 1 ask the Hon’ble the Labour 
Minister to reply to this question? 

I I 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Hon’ble Minister will simply ask for 
notice. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA •MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether one of the reasons for not effecting 
any arrests is that the assailants are the supporters and followers of 
the Hon’ble the Labour Minister, Mr. Suhrawardy? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which anawm wpre laid on the table) 

Passport for Japan for Chiranjilal Shroff. 

t 

103. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Hovie (Political) Department aware that Mr. Chiranjilal Shroff 
was refused a passport for Japan? 

t 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what was the reason? 
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(tf) It the Hon'ble Minitier awaie-^ 

(t) that he was elected a delegate from the National Trade IT&ioa 
Federation of India for the Asiatic labour Conference to be 
held in Tokyo in March, 1937; and 
' (u) that he was the only delegate elected from Bengal National 

Trade tTnion Federation to represent Bengal at the con* 
f erence P 


(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons why 
Mr. Shroff was informed of the refusal of bis passport after the con- 
ference at Tokyo had taken place? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) I am not prepared to disclose the reason. 

(c) and (ff) Mr. Shroff stated that he had been requested to attend 
a conference in May, 1937, as the representative of the Press Employees* 
Association. I regV't that I have no information, as to whether the 
Bengal National Trade TTnion Federation selected any other delegate, 
or as to the date on wdiirh the conference actually took place. 


Dr. NALINAi:8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon*blc Minister be 
pleased to state if this Mr*. Chiranjilal Shroff is the same gentleman 
whi/last year was prosecuted by the police for something in connection 
with his activities in the fatka market and which prosecution failed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I know nothing about it. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
this Chiranjilal Shroff had been pursued by the police for the last 
several years and a number of cases were instituted against him, 
most of ^hich ended in failure? 


Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. ^ 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that here is eA 
instance in which the third-degree method has ffeen applied against a 
citiien Calcutta and every attempt has been made to pursue him in 
every way, even to the extent of refusing ihe passport to hiwL 


Mr. SPEAKER: You can put that question later. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I wa« just ia*ying to elicit mlorma- 
tion that if the Hon'ble Minister would say that this is the same 
gentleman, then my question would be whether the refusal of the 
passport had been on account of the failure of some police prosecutions 
against him. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The 'fii'st question does 
not arise at all out of this. I am not supposed to know what has 
happened. I only know that he applied for a passport. 

Babu HACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why he is not prepared to disclose the reasons if He 
has got any to support his statement? « 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These are State matters 
which 1 cannot disclose. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if the reasons are not those 'given hy my friend 
iDr. SanyalP 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has denied that. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hoirble Minister l>e 
|)leased to state what State interest would sufPer if Mr. Chiranjilal 
Shroff had been granted the passport? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a purely hypothetical question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the petition of Mr. Shroff was not disposed of 
before the conference was held at Tokyo? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does this (j nest ion arise? ^ 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to question (d), 
namely, to state the reasons wdiy Mr. ^ihroff was informed, of the refusal 
^f the passport after the conference at Tokyo, no answer has been given. 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: To begin with the whole 
basis is wrong. Mr. Shroff stated that he had been requested k) attend 
a oonfereiK’e in May 1937, as the representative of the Press Employees' 
Association, where%8 in the question it is suggested that he was 
representing the Bengal National Trade Hu ion Federation. 

t. * 
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•ir. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My question is why was not 

luB petition disposed of before the conference was held at Tokyo? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If a man does not ^et a 
pawport, it does not matter when he jrets the information. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hou’hle Minisler be 
pleased to state if the Government is (‘onsidering the desirability of 
reviewing the case of Oliiranjilal Shroff in regard to the attitude of 
Government towards him in view of the continued repression exercised 
on him in different ways? 

Wr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you are going in a wi'^mg way. This 
question does not arise. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: ill the lion Idc Minister lu* pleased to state 
whether in his application he put a definite date of the conferenc^e to 
be held at Tokyo? 

Tho Hon’blo Khw&J& Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is (|uite possible. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
why in 8j)ite of tlu! departnjent taking recommendations of two very 
prominent men of Calcutta, his passport was not granted and he was 
inforihed of it only after the conference was held? 

Mr. SPEAKER. You have put four questions. You may put then 
one by one. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: W^ill the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
why, in spite of the department asking for the recommendations of two 
prominent persons of Calcutta 

. 

Mr. SPEAKER; How do you know? He has not supplied that 
information. Get the information fn>m him first. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the H^m’lde Minister he pleased to state 
whether in reply he was asked to .submit recommendations of two pro- • 
minent persons of Calcutta in order to enable Government to give him 
the passport? * 

# 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it does not follow 
that because two respectable people have recommcmded, the passport 
should be givem 
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Ufa BANEMIS Is tlie Hon’bl^ Minister aware that the Press 
Employees’ Association is a member of the National Trade Union 
Federation which is a rej^istered body? 

Hr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA MATH SEN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Mr. Shroff was furnished by Government with 
reasons for denying him the passport? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDM: No, Sir, that is not the 

practice. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN; Were the Government justified 
in refusing him point blank without giving any reasons? 

Mfi SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Mr. Pi BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the objection is against the National Trade Union Federation 
or against Mr. Shroff? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Excise shops in Dinajpur. 

1(M« Mauivi ABDUL JABBAR; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing at present — 

(i) the total number of (1) liquor, (2) gonjay and (3) opium shope 
in the district of Dinajpur; 

(it) the number of excise vendors from (1) Hindus, (2) Scheduled 
Castes and (3) Muslims in the said district; apd 

(tiV) how many of them are (1) natives of the districts and (2) who 
are outsiders? 

(b) Is it a fact that excise shdps are being settled with ouisidera 
^ and to non-Muslims of the district? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raihut): (a) A statement ie 
laid on*the table. 

(6) No. Shops are generally settled with natives of the district 
and only in \are cases with outsiders. « 
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Btatement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred 

No, 104, 


(i) The total number of — 

(1) Liquor shops— ^2; 

(2) Ganja shops — 47 ; 

(3) Opium shops — 23. 

Besides these there is one hhany shop and one charas shop. 

(it) The number of excise vendors from — 

(1) Hindus — 62; 

(2) Scheduled Castes — 2; 

(3) Muslims — 10. 

(in) The nulhber of excise vendors who are — 

(1) natives of the district — 38; 

(2) outsiders — 36. 

(All domiciled.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATHT KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister b# 
pleased to state if licences were issued this year for excise shops in 
Dinajpur ? 

Mr. SPEAKER. How does that question arise 

Maulvi ABDUL tIABBAR: With reference to the statement under 
(a) (ii), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the number 
of Muslim and Scheduled Castes vendors is so low? 

• 

Mr. Speaker: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: The information is supplied in the 
statement, but I want to know the reason why the number is so lowf 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have made a decision in ^uew of the fact that 
questions of such nature have become too many. Where you require- 
only stafistical information, any question of substance is not relevant. 
The only question relevant as regards substance outside statistics it 
whether tlmy were outsiders or non-Muslims. Barring th^t, other 
questions are^not in order. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly say the number of liquor shops, ganja shops and opium shops 
in the year previous to t^t for which the number has been given here ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: I want notice. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: mmfi Ksr 

W srCM? ^ feSiUI scheduled castes m vendors 

WCf, vendors «nif tT scheduled castes ^ 

<9 fT^ SCOT? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: It is quite separate, 
and does not arise. 

(1 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
^a) (lii), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether his 
answer that the natives of the district were given -‘18 shops and out- 
eiders 80 shops is consistent with his answer to (h) where he states 
^ 'shops are generally settled with the natives of the districts and only 
in rare (jases with outsiders’’? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; They are all 
domiciled. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: As regards the two Scheduled 
Castes vendors, will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether 
one of the two vendors was given licence last year but was refused this 
yesLT and, if so, what was the reason for thal ? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Ataault on a Krishak volunteer at Kachuabazar, Hi^isuij, Tippera. 

105. Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state whether it is a 
tfaot — c 

(i) that Maulvi Jonah Ali Majuindar, m.l.a., wured to the District 
Magistrate, Tippera, on the 13th December, 1938, informing 
him that a Krishak volunteer was assaulted by Khan Sahib 
Maulvi Syeduddin Ahmad, the then Circle Oflfcer, Hajiganj, 
at Kachuabazar; and 

(it) that the volunteer was announcing a public meeting by beat of 
a tin-canister? s® 

(6) If the answer to (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, did the District Magis- 
trate take on the telegram ? 

« *■ I 
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HAIIMOODm: («) Ou th» 15th DecMiber, 

1938, the District Magistrate, Tiprpera, received a telegram in the name 

of Mr. Jonabah Majumdar, m.l.a.. which contained allegations of the 
nature described. 

(b) He ordered It to be filed, noting at the same time that if 
genuine, a complaint would doubtleas be made according to law. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whetlier the District Magistrate sent a reply to Maulvi 
iTonab Ali Majumdar, M.Ti.A., to his telegram ^ 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I «sk to. notice. 

Mfe 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the llou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether (xovernment have issued any instructions to 
the District Executive Officers that the M.l^.A.s iielonging to th« 
Opposition sliouhHie treated indiherently K 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Not yet. 


Bftbu NAGENDRA NATH 8ENs Will the Hon’hle Minister b© 
pleased to state with reference to answer (h) whetlier Ooverument 
justified the conducj of the District Magistrate in ignoring the com- 
*plaint of the M.L.A. ? * 


Tho Hofl*bl6 Khivsja 8ir NAZIM UDDINs The answer is very clear 
in this matter. If there is anytliiiig.done that is not right, a complaint 
can be lodged, and it will be looked into. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN; Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not the duty of the District Magistrate to 
enquire intp the complaint made by an aggrieved person I' 

Thd Hon’bl© Khwaja Bir NAZIMUODIN: I have nothing further 
to add. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
of the fact that a Magistrate can take cognizance of a case ou receipt of 
a wire from a particular per.son 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under what section? 

Mr* OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Under seciipn lUO, clause (o) 
of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
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Mr* tPEAKiRl You know ike answer. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; WiU the Goyemment consider 
the desirability of looking into the matter further? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I don’t thmk that there 
is any necessity. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to disclose the name of the District Magistrate who did this? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does not the Government 

consider that the allegations that have been made against a responsible 
officer, namely, the Circle Officer, are so serious as to justify an enquiry? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The mere fact that the 
allegation has not been followed by any action in the proper form shows 
that there is no justification for the allegation. Let me make this point 
clear. At the time of election it is very common — anybody who has 
contested an election knows that — that a number qf wires are sent from 
the election booths against various officials and other people, and this 
was done at the time of the election. « 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have nowhere stated that this was done at 
the time of election. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry I was mixing 

this up with another answer. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to (answer (b) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any complaint 
according to law has been made by the M.L.A. ? 

The HotPMe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not that 1 am aware 

' of. 

Mf. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will thl^ Hon’ble 
Minist^ be pleased to state what steps, since the complaint was receiv- 
ed, have been taken to investigate into the matter and ascertain the 
truth or otherwise of the allegations in the complaint? 
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Hi# SPCAKERs The answer is a complete answ^. When h# got 
Ae telegram he ordered it to be filed, noting at the same that, if 
genuine, a complaint would doubtless be made according to law. 
There is nothing further on the basis of that. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The question definite* 
ly says that such an* incident took place, and the Hon*ble Minister hat 
answered that a complaint could doubtless be made according to law 
if the complaint was genuine. It was up to the police to move in the 
matter and bring the culprit to book. My question is, what steps the 
District Magistrate took to ascertain the truth or otherwise of tlie 
complaint so as to move the police in the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, you should have first asked whether 
the complaint was such that the police could take cognisance of the 
complaint. 

Mr. NIHARE^NDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: W ill the Hon ble 

Minister l)e pleased to state whether the (*omplaint was sxich that the 
police should usually take coguisanee of it? 

The Hotl’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think that this 
was a complaint of such a nature, and, secondly, it is doubtful 
whether the geiitle^man in w’hose name the telegram was sent was 
* actually the pei*8on who seht it. Naturally the District Magistrate 
waited to see if the thing was genuine and if anything was leally 
serious, there would be a regular complaint. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Having roji^rd to the very fre- 
quent complaints of this nature coming from different parts of the 
country relating to meetings and other demonstrations held hy the 
Krishak-Proja party, will the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased to ('onsider 
the desirability^ of issuing instructions to the district officers b) give 
special protection to this body and the meetings held by them in 
future F 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not accept the 
first portion of the question, and therefore the rest of the question does 
not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Will the Hon’ble Minister btf 
pleased to etate whether the District Magistrate's mote as referred to in 
answer (J), was communicated to Mr. Jonah Ali Majumdar,^ M.L.A.? 

The HotPhle Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. That was an 
order on the file. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
tileaMd to state whether in spite of the serious allegations made, he is 
unwilling to proceed with the enquiry only because the member 
belongs to the Opposition Party? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

•• 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With reference to the answer 
just given to my supplementary question, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he would accept the earlier part of my ques- 
tion when I referred to the frequent questions put to him in this 
House from time to time with regard to such complaints? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That (luestion does not arise. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 Huhniit, Sir, that it arises out 
of the answer that he has given. I have asked that with reference to 
questions frequently addressed to him about such complaints, will he 
kindly take steps and will he kindly accept the first part of my 
question P 

The HorPble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as representations 
in this House are concerned, I am prepared to accept them, but I do 
not accept anything else. I do not agree that th^y are justified, and 
therefore the question of taking steps does not arise. 

Oil mills in Calcutta and Howrah and decrease In the sufiply of 
nmistard seed* 

106. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary' De|)artraent 
aware — 

(i) that more than hundred oil mills in Calcutta and Howrah func- 

tioned on the mustard seed produced in Bengal; ' 

(ii) that later on the cultivators took to jute cultivation and pro- 

duction of mustard seed decreased considerably; 

(m) that these mills had to depend upon mustard seeds imported 
from other provinces of Ii.dia; and 

t (iv) that owing to freight charge on mustard seed these mills cannot 
compete with those in the United Provinces and have been 
closing down? 

(h) If^the answer to (a) is in the aflSrmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of encouraging the cultivators to produce 
mustard seed instead of jute? 
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1^ Hm’lile Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) In the abwnoe of any 

whaWe statistics regarding the mustard oil mill industry in Calcutta 
and Howrah, I am unable to say if the statements made are accurate^ 
but I can say that I am aware that, Bengal is very far from being self- 
^pporting so far as mustard seed is concerned and that the coat of 
freight on imixirted seeds is a definite handicap to the mustard oil mill 
industry in this protince. 

(h) With a view to remedying this state of affairs, I have included 
in the Budget for 1<)39.40 a provision of Bs. 22,310 for a scheme for 
the multiplication of improved mustard seeds in Bengal. It is ho|)ed 
that the scheme, which is a 3-Year one, will g(, a long way in improving 
both the (juantity and the quality of mustard seed grown in Bengal and 
that local oil mill industry will also l>enefit thereby. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (h), will 
the JTon hie Minister he pleased to .state tlie names of the districts in 
which the scheme for the multiplication of the impix)ved mustard 
seeds in Bengal is^ likely to he introdu(‘ed? 

• 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The M*lu‘nie has been 
reeently sanctioned, and T do not think the areas have been selected. 

. Babu NARENDTIA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

CTOS tT!R 5RT "T^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that question does not recjuire an answer. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY ; twmr 

(No .reply.) 


Visitors of Mymensingh Jail. 

107. Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHiMED: Will the Hun’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state the reasons, 
why no member from the opposition has been chojjen us Visitor of the 
jails in the Myrnemsingh district? 

Tho HOfl’Mo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Appointments made 
by the Commissioner of the Division and I have no iflformation. 
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KhM Bihidur MOHAAMIEO ALIs WiU the Hon’ble Kinistor be 
pleased to state what is the principle on which these appointments 
are madeF 

TIM Hon’Wa Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the 
honourable member to Jail Code Rule 56. There he will see that a 
special provision has been made for the appointment of members of 
the legislature irrespective of party. The members who desire to 
become jail visitors, should make that known to the Commissioner of 
the Division concerned. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Since the notice of 
the question was given, has the Hoirble Minister made any enquiry as 
to whether any Opposition members were appointed, and if not, %hy 
notP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honourable member to my reply to the supplementarv^ question put by 
the member from Bogra. “ 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Babu Amrita Lai Man dal, a member of the 
Opposition, has been appointed a non-official visitor of the Tangail 
Bub-Jail? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think this is correct. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given 
to tlie supplementary ciuestion of Khan Baha;lur Mohammed Ali, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is not desirable to see 
that the Opposition members are also appointed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view' ()f the fact 
that the question contains a categorical assertion of the invidious dis- 
tinction made in the case of the Opposition members, does t^e Hon’ble 
Minister consider it necessary to make enquiries into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already made 
the position of Government clear *ln my reply to the supplementary 
question put by the honourable member from Bogra. I would refer 
the honourable menober to Jail Code Rule 56. Sir, you will find that 
epecial pj-ovision hae been made for the appointment of the. members 
of the legislature irrespective of party. I therefore august that if 
tiny one wishes to serve as a jail visitor, he should apply to the Divi- 
sional Commission/sr. 



■QtJfcSTIOHS. ' g|' 

.f?"* MATH ■ItWAtl WUl the Hoa'U^ 

members of tbe CoeHtiitt Party, 
“’r**** •" did commoaicate their iat«. 

to (be Commissioners before their appointmentP 

HtoPWa Khwaj. Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I am not aware of 


. “'j «ANYAL( Will the Hon-ble Minister be 

^eased to state if he is aware that a number of jail visitors from this 
Mouse have been appointed for jaik loeated in municipal towns, though 
are not representatives of those constituencies? 

Tito HofCMe Ktiwaia Sir NAZIMUDDINl I am not aware «f 

tnat. 


Dr. NALINAKStIA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 

that jails located in the. towns of Berhampore, Krishnagar and other 
such places have non -official visitors belonging to a certain party, who 
are not representing those particular towns? 

The Hofl’ble lOiwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDINs I would refer the 
honourable member to the Jail Code Rules. If any mistake has been 
made, il may be brought to my notice, and I will see to it. 


Mf, SIBHATH BAMERilEE: Will the Hon-ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of appointing only those members 
of this House as jail visitors who have been in jails previously? 


The HBn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It sounds an admirable 
auggest^on, but I regret it is not possible to accept it. 


ESaii Oanil Maff. 

'-4 

108. Mr. DHIRENDRA NANAYAN MUKERJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’Me Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart* * 
ment ||» pleased to lay a statement on the table showing for yaara 
1832 mad 1937— * 

Ift) the ntimber of employees; and 

(ti) the charges t0r lalaries in the diiirent grad^ of the Bdan Canal 
iiaf| for irrigation and for revenue? 


S 



QTJBSTHlWS: 


if 

(b) Is it a fact — 


{29ts Itaiiu^ 


(t) that 20 per cent, of the cost on account of Eevenue Officer and 
some subord&ate officers is charged on the Eden Canal; 

(n)' that the cost on account of the Revenue Officer exceeds the 
amount sanctioned at the time of adn^inistrative approval 
of the scheme; and 


(ivL) that the costs of some subordinate officers who do not help the 
Eden Canal administration are charged on the Eden Canal P 


MIHI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Ooeeimhazar): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

An explanation of the variation in the staff was given on the 16th 
March, 1939, in my reply to part (c) (i) of the hron^ble member’a 
nnstarred question No. 67. 

(b) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(in) No. 


Statement referred to in the reply to dause (a) of unHarred question No, 108,. 
Part A~-1932.33. 

COMBIKBO RBVEinJB AKD IrbIGATION STAFF. 


Number and class. 

Annual 

cost. 


Rs. 

6 Revenue Mohunirs 

2,098 

2 ZiUadars (Sectional Officers acted as such in 
addition to their own duties). 

600 (allowanoe at Rs. 25 
each per month). 

7 Patrols 

1,296 

1 Barkandaa 

192 

1 Khalasi 

156 

Total 

4,342 
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Irrigataon staff. Revenue staff. 


No. 

Class. • 

Annual xt 
cost. 

Class. 

Annual 

cost. 



Rs. 


Re. 

2 

Revenue Mohurrirs . . 

820 1 

Zilladar 

720 

6* 

Patrols 

1,152 6 

Tahsildars 

1,800 

1 

Khaiasi 

156 1 

Mohurrir 

480 


1 

7 

Mohurrirs 

2,520 


•v 

20 

Mohurrirs (for 3 

1,800 


• 


months). 




4 

Barkandaaes 

672 



9 

Peons 

1,404 

I 

e 

Total 

* 2,128 

Total 

9,396 
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The Bengal Emergenoy Rent Reduction Bill, 1837. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL JABBAR PALWAN; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move tkat under the proviso to sub-sei tion ( 2 ) of section 18 of tbe 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Rules and Standing Orders the Bengal 
Emerge*ncy Rent Reduction Bill, 1937, be continued. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abdul Jabbar Taiwan that, under the 
proviso ito sub-section ( 2 ) of section 18 of the Bengal liegislative 
Assembly Rules and Standing Orders, the Bengal Emergency Rent 
Reduction Bill* 1937, be continued was put and lost. 

The Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1887. 

Mr. AMUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg, to move 
that under the proviso to sub-section ( 2 ) of section 18 of the Bengal 
L^Sislative Assembly Rules and Standing Orders, fhe Bengal Medical 
(Amendment) pill, 1937, be continued. 
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The motion of Mr. Anukul Chthdra Das that, under ,the proviso 
to subnieetion (2) of section 18 of the Bengal liegislative Assembly 
Eules and Standing Orders, the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1937, be continued was put and agreed to. 

Hf. ANUKUL CHANDRA OAS: Mr. Speaker^ Sir, I beg to more 
that the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

Sir, it is a Bill meant for the amendment of the Bengal Medical 
Act of 1914. vSir, I shall not make a long speech, but I shall only say 
that the matter was considered on the floor of this House many times 
aad even the present Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health 
Department also sponsored a similar Bill. It was also moved in the 
laai CouiHul by several members, but they were unsuccessful in having 
the Bill passed. 

Now, the principal background of this Bill is that formerly, about 
69 years back, there were one Government MedicaP' College and two 
Medical Schools which were quite insufficient for the medical needs of 
the province, and so the generous people came forward and established 
private medical schools and colleges for the education of students. 
So before 1914, there were two sets of schools, (1) Government schools 
and colleges, and (2) private schools and colleges, and students passing 
out from those schools and colleges used, to have i^ppointments and to 
do otlier things without any distinction whatsoever. In 1914 it was 
laid down for the first time that the students of private schools and 
colleges would be debarred from enjoying the privileges hithert/O avail- 
able to them. In all countries, Bir, in the Punjab, Bombay, Burma, 
wherever Medieval Act was passed, the medical practitioners existing 
at tile time ef the pawing of the Act were provided for. Even in 
England, Sir, when the Medical Act was passed in 1816, sixty years’ 
time was giveii, so that all could have their names registered. But, 
no far as Bengal is concerned, only two years’ time was given to itbe 
medical students to appear at an examination, and when they unfortu- 
nately got plucked in one or tuxi subjects they were allowe^ to appear 
for the third time, but not the candidates who did not appear at all. 
That was the real difficulty. Consequently, Sir, the medical practi- 
tkliers who bad their training in private schools and colleges were not 
allowed to practise, give certificates, and give evidence and, fuitthar* 
more, owing to the operation of the Excise and Poisons Acts, they 
were not allowed ta prescribe all medicines. This matter was conai- 
dered by the last Council, and some motions were ‘moved, but they all 
failed. 

I shall divide my Bill into three parts. In the first pari you will 
isA, Sir, that it^has iMwvided for ihe exiatiBg medical prac^itiblieffa 
at the time ivhen the Bengal Medical Act of 1914 wm passed. Tlsse 
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vm % large number of medical |>raotitioner» who were debarred from 
piTilig certificates and also from practising, and they were further 
debarred by the operation of the Excise and Poisons Acts to prescribe 
medicines. In all countries, Sir, the existing medical practitionofi 
were givmi full status— even the barbers in England were recognised 
as* surgeons when the British Medical Registration Act was passed 
there, In this couiltry, Sir, when the Bengal Medical Act was passed^ 
these medical practitioners, who had no idea whatever that Government; 
would put a stop to their practice, were disappointed. After that. Sir, 
students passing out of soirie private (*<»llege8 were deemed qualified 
when these colleges were affiliatiMl, but not those who (‘amc out of these 
colleges before affiliation. So, three or fiuir years after the passing 
of tlie Medical Act of 1914, Home junior medical praiiitioners who had 
their training in private colleges were allowed to pnictise as qualifieii 
doctors, while medical practitioners who received their training a few 
years earlier were not so allowed, although Imth hud their training in 
the same private colleges. The older students wen‘ disqualified while 
the younger students were (pialitied I 

Thirdly, Sir, myjlill also provides for those anedi cal practitioners 
who have got their training from private schools and colleges. For 
them, Sir, I liave provided in the Bill for an examination. If in the 
examination they are found (jualified the\ will he .taken in. I have 
made this piovision, because, Sir, while the Medical Ad of 1914 
restricted the studigits in soqie way or otbei, it made no restriction so 
far as starting of private scliools and colleges is concerned. What 
I haVe provided for in in\ Hill is that these medical practitioners 
should 1)0 allowed to sit at an examination and if they come out succesa- 
ful, they will be taken in as ([ualified medical practitioners. 

It is for these three classes of medical practitioners, Sir, that I 
have made provisions in my Bill. It is only meet and proper, Sir, that 
they should be considered as qualified doctors. I want to disabuse from 
the mind of everyone tlie fact that quacks should 1 m^ allowed to pans 
ofi as qualified men by my Bill. What T want is that a qualified man, 
who has got proper training in a school or I’ollege, will alone be 
alloweif tg register his name in the register of the Meilical (^ouncil. 
Therefore, Sir, I have made provision for the following tliree classee 
of medical practitioners, viz., (1) those who were found practising at 
the time when the Medical Act ‘was passed, (2) those who piissed the 
examinations from private schools^and colleges which were afterwards 
recognised by Government, and (3) those who passed out from schools * 
and colleges which were not yet affiliated. For tjiis last class T have 
provided for an (Examination in my Bill, so that if they come out 
sucC€#8fulf they will be declared qualified. 

In thifi connection, I would also like to bring io your niftice that 
a similar; Bill wj^e sponsored by our Hon'ble the Chief Minister some- 
time ago, bttt it was not actually moved by him. It wb^ moved, with 
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certain modifications} in tke old Council by Mr. Jitendralal Banerji, 
Imt that also failed. Then, Sir, the matter was taken up by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mullick, but his measure was defeated by three votes. The pre- 
sent Hon’ble Minister ih charge brought forward a similar Bill. It 
was only introduced, but could not be taken up further. 

Therefore, Sir, in all fairness, I ask our Hon’bl^ Minister to accept 
,the Bill which he himself, sponsored, when he was only a member and 
not an Hon’ble Minister of the Bengal Government. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my Bill to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move, by way 
of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31 st December, 1939. 

Sir, in moving my amendment, I would simply l^ke to say that this 
Bill proposes to make some important changes in the existing Act and 
before undertaking any hasty legislation, we should ascertain the opinion 
of the public on this Bill. With these words, I would commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The HOffl’hle Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Sir, personally, I have 
a good deal of sympathy with some of the objects of the Bill, because, 
as the honourable member has pointed out some time ago, I myself 
sponsored a somewhat similar Bill. My honourable friend knows the 
fate of that Bill and the fate of previous Bills of a similar nature. That 
shows the policy of the Government so far as this matter is concerned. 
That policy has not yet been altered and, therefore, I am not in a 
position to support the motion of my honourable friend. But, I think, 
Sir, that the grievances of some of these doctors are genuine to a certain 
extent. That is my personal view and, if possible, some relief should 
be given to them. So far as that is concerned, I intend to make an 
attempt to prepare a modified scheme and place it before the Govern- 
ment as a whole for its acceptance. If that is done, then I think some 
relief will be given to these doctors. But so far as the present Bill 
is concerned, it is somewhat of a sweeping character, and I cannot give 
my support to it. 

Sir, I would rather support the aipendment of my honourable friend, 
Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, and in doing so I should like to explain 
that the object of the Bill is to amend section 17 of the Bengal Medical 
Act so as .to extend registration to the following classes of persons who 
are not registrable under the present rules, namely : — t 

(1) rfny person who holds a degree or diploma or certificate from 
any University, College or School subsequentiy approved hf 
the^ Council and who was practising the western syatem 
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medicine on the day the Bengal ICedioal Act came into 
force, that is, 27th May 1914; 

{2) any person who was trained in an unrecognised medical insti* 
tution which was recognised afterwards and joined the 
medical profession before the enforcement of the member's 
Bill, provided he passes a special examination such as the 
Council may hold for the purpose. 


As regards persons in class (1), such persons were allowed a full 
opportunity to qualify tliemselves for registration by sitting at the final 
examination for the licentiateship within two years from the constitution 
of the State Medical Faculty. This concession was extended, with the# 
sanction of the Government of India, up to the examination held in 
November 1916. 

The unsuccessful caudidates at the Final Tucentiate Examination 
held in November 1916. who appeared under the transitory provision 
and failed in not more than two subjects, wore admitted up to and 
including the First Examination in 1919, without being required to 
receive instructions in the subject or subjects in which they failed. 
The concession was further extended up to the examination in November 
1919, so that the majority of this class of students received this eonces- 
eion for a period of about five years. Students of the Belgachia Medical 
•School who joined the school in 1913 and passed the Final Examination 
of that jnstitution in 1917 were permitted to appear at the Final 
Licentiate Examination of the State Medical P'aculty without being 
required to undergo any further tj*aining, up to the year 1924. It 
will be seen, therefore, that persons trained in medical institutions who 
oame to practice prior to the year 1914 were not automatically brought 
on the register, but were allowed to sit at the Final Licentiate Exami* 
nation of the State Medical Faculty and that sufficient opportunity was 
given to these men to qualify for registration. There is no reason why 
the privilege of registration should now, after 24 years, he extended 
to such t)f the persons who failed to avail themselves of the opportunity 
given undSr the transitory provisions. The proposal appears to be all 
the more unreasonable as it is suggested that such persons should be 
entitled to registration even without any qualifying examination. 

As regards persons in category *(2), the proposal virtually amounts 
to allowing persons trained in unrecognised institutions to sit at the • 
Final Licentiate Examination of the State Medical Faculty. This 
would amount to ^giving a premium to unrecognised and inefficient 
institationl, and there is no reason why such a concession should be 
allowed, ^ere would be no point then in insisting that erfbdidates 
dbciilil be ^trainedl for a prescribed period in a reoognised institution 
befi^ beiiig allowed to sit at the Final Licentiate Examination. 



m mm&wmcikLMmm 

( fit ii tiitu obriotts tkftt iho prcmsiont <xf ibe Bill mre fans* 

Isirftte tile main objects of tbe Aet, and OoTemment are tmable ^ 
to, its further progress without eliciting opinion op the same'. ' 

I hope, Sir, that in view of the statement that I have already made 
that 1 have a mind to examine this question and to frame a propo^ 
to be put before the Government, my honourable friend will withdraw 
his motion for consideration of the Bill. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that, by way of amend- 
ment, the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the dlst December 1939, was then put an<f agreed to. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendnmnt) Bill, 1037. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move, under the proviso to 
sub-section (2) of section 18 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Rulea 
and Standing Orders, that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill^ 
1937, be continued. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of information, Sir. 
Before ray friend, Maulvi Abdul Hakim, moves his motion, may I 
enquire if he can accept the motion of tbe Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy for circulation*' 


Mr. SPEAKER: IJuless the motion is before the House, amend- 
ments cannot be moved. ‘ 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, as you are aware, the parlia- 
mentary convention is that where a Bill has just been thrown into the* 
Massacre of Innocents, if any formality has got to be done through ia 
the House, there is no opposition made on the party lines or on any 
other lines — that is the parliamentary convention. But here we find 
that on some Bills there has been some objection already recorded and 
the House refused permission. May we be enlightened as to what 
should be the proper procedure? 

^ . 

• Mr. 8PfiAKiR9 I thought that this was probably tho first tiuio 
when there has been a misunderstanding on one side of the House. I 
do not th|nk it was the intention of anybody seripusly that the matter 
should not be opn tinned, but somehow a voice was raised li^ the left 
tmd the foioe on the right was much stronger; so 1 expected tbai mikm 
a division or some ^such thing will be called for.^ ill 4ia 

^ sort happenedli 
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, sfcould be en understeadlBg between tbe diSemt 

MstM* ^ »t least on non^fiSoial BiUe if theie is teobnioal bur tbioogh 
* rak. the convention ehould, as far ae poseible, be that the teohnioal 
iMur m»y net in tht way. 


MmiIvI ABOUL *HAKIM: I beg to move that the Bengal Tenanoy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Committee conaisting 

of — 

(1) The Hon^ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy, 

(2) Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, 

^ (8) Mr. C. Millar, 

(4) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(5) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(6) Maulana Md. Maniruzzamaii Islamabadi, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan, 

(8) Mr. Hem Chandra Nasker, 

(9) Mr. Md, Abdul Jabbar Palwan, 

(10) Mr. Syed Jalaluddiii Ilashemy. 

(11) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(12) Maulvi Ht^ibuddih ^''arafdar, 

(13) Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(14) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdbury, 

(15) Mr. Syed Ahmed Khan, ^ 

(16) Kazi Emdadul Haque, 

(17) Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, 

(18) Mr. Shahedali, 

(19) ^JEaulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(20) Mr. Niharendu Dutta Muzumdar, and 

(21) iiie mover, 

witl|, instructions to submit their report by 30th June, 1939, and that 

the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at seven. 

• 

TIm Hofi’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs I beg to move, by* 
w^ ol amendment, that the Bill be circulatea for the purpose of 
eliei|iiig pinion thereon by the Slat March, 1940. 

This is a very comprehensive Bill, and I do not think it should be 
4ii€iifsed or ref^red to a Select Committee .^|h|^pt, having public 
Opinion on it. 
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Mr. RAtIK LAL BISWAS s ^P^ 

rtHil Ben^ Tenancy (Amendment) Bill Select Gommittee{H 

arai Cl ciRT fciw c»®T «irf^ c^rafi; ^iKicKi w1>wp*i* at 
fJWt; circulate ??nT?[ 8RT C? motion eCTO^ cn&TC^ oppose CfRlftfi Bengal Tenancy 
Act iOi circulate to? aCSTlR «IlCf OT ^nf? ?C? ?Ff? ^Tl ?r^«tr COT? 5lOTt 
e fro 5TC5rr cro? mm, wm ^ cro? cOT?r? cto ac?WR ?iti 
Eleotion( 2 i? 5W? e f??C? error OT*i> OTTTO WU?ft l circulation 4 

^T^TC4 C? CTO improvement OT OT 4Tf*r OT ^Ff? ?T, OTW> el ciroulatiDn 
4? 8TOTC?? toI OT f<8D5rC4 TOITOT C?e?ri Bengal Tenancy 4? 

?r ?c?c? 151TO ®?r? OTrt? ?? ?tI. TO?r 5^c*rrOT? stciisR ^rrc? e?^ c^rl 
?r crocsr ?iX5ir cot? f?TO? 5?c?? e toto ^ ot *01? ?n 
C? FITO fw fOT 5rfJOTf*n5 ero, ZW5 CTO CTO ®OT, ITT C? Select 
Committee? 2PTO TO ?C?Cf, 15*l?rl C4T?W^, ?f*lC TO?r TO ^ ?r C? 

4? CTO s^^CTOC?? 8[C?rSR CiOTO *(11? I Circulation 4? BRT ?r«?r? ?TC?I: 

OT 4l c? eto f?? 7 ^i cT?r ?r c^ic?c?h c^'itc^ frol toc^if to, 

TO C<*lX^ ^ TO51TCOT? CTOl 4i>r? ^CTO? TOl 

f?C4l JW TO tOT? CTOT TO ?C?C? I Select Committee C^ 

?re?r? c? aro? to otc? chIcSI ^i5ch? a?®t to ^^5%»4l c?tc«[ 4Tt? 4l spto 
crotri 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, by way of 
amendment, that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the Slst 
March, 1940, was then put and a division Vailed, 

* 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: On a point of explanation, Sir. (Cries 
of *‘No, no.*^) 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: May I explain, SirP 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SRCAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you know that when the Whip of 
your party tries to speak on behalf of the Congress Group J! always 
allow him an opportunity to speak of the members on your side. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Even on a point of order! 

€ • 

€ Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, 1 have allowed the Whip to speak ou/ behalf 
of your group. I hope you will extend the same courtesy to the Whip 
of the Co^ition Group. I think that he is the prophr ntian to ei^lain 
the point of vie^. ^ 

Mr. KhwalaJH^H^BUDOIN: It was a point of personal explana* 
Gon. The honourable member, Mauivi Abdul Hakim > 
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Of. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. The 
jpoint of order is tliis. The House is going to have voting on a particular 
motion. That voting has an important hearing and, if there is any 
utterance or statement made by the Whip, it may influence the voting. 
I would, therefore, like to suggest that such statements are not made. 

IfFEAKERs I want to know what is the point which Maulvi 
Abdul Hakim wanted to raise. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM S As decided by the Coalition Party, I 
accept the amendment. (Cries of ‘*No, no.'") 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might say as an authoritative decision on my 
part — and it was only this morning I was looking into the rules on this 
point — that it is entirely a matter for the House as to whether a motion 
which is moved can be accepted or not. A member may state that he 
accepts the amendment merely to help the members to come to a 
decision whether they should vote for or against the motion, but so far 
as the motion itself is, concerned, it is before the House. And I think 
Dr. Sanyal will remember that only yesterday you from your side at 
least said several times ‘‘The amendment is accepted." The reason for 
that is merely to stop unnecessary discussion on that point. Therefore, 
when a member, who is a mover, wants to say that he accepts the 
amendment, I do nyt think it is a legal right but merely a statement 
*of fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Voting should not be influenced at 
this stage. It would be irregular. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don’t think so. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31 st March, 1940, was then put and a 
division^ taken with the following result: — 


AYES 116 


AMsIAlil, MmIMSMS. 

AMM eari, MmIvI. « 

AMM NaSz, Mr. MIm. 

ASM liaAi, Hr. Hit. 

AMM ItekMM, Hr. 

AMM NakiM, Maatvi. , 

AMM tIaiKha VlkranpBri, Haahrl Hi. 
AMM l|aMi, HT. a. H. 

AMR RRMRa 

AMM Vaiw. Mr. aMw Ui Mmm 
AMM Karka, Hr. 

AfeiM tate Bitwas, MaBM.- 
AMM HaJM* Hr. SfM. 


ANal WakaS Kkaa, Hr. 

AMaRa HakaitM, Hr. 

AMar UtmM HihaNa, Hr. 

AMar RmImM, Haalrl HA 
AMar flaaf, Kkaa BaMk Htahrl A 
AMar Raaf, Hr. SlAk. 

AMar tkali^ HaaM Hi. 

AMrt Hasfelai, Haalvl. 

ASM NaMa AkaMi, Hr. 

Akal QaaMa^ HaaltL • 

ARkarnH O ka a i ka ry, H^afa MmM Kaala, af 
Hakiataalui. UjrHMatagk. 

AHM AAHr. 
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|29th Hiii., 


MMI ttfitlf Hiilvli 

Ai liqrttfffl, XMi AtMvr ftMlm 
Aft«M AM ttrMia, «mM. 

Mm$i Itosslii, Mr. 

AINhwIMii AIi«*I. Kmii MtMMir Nf«l«L 
A«lr AH Mil. Mmilvi M<. 

AtfcfMtlt, Mr. M. 

AftMl HMMifi Kh«R, MMhri. 

AilMf AH, MaiiKrI. 

■MMnua, Mr. M. A. 

••rat AH, Mr. MR. 

•MRMiiftoek, Mr. L. M. 

•lark, Mr. I. A. 

OrMAtM, Mr. L. M. 

•at, Mr. Aaakal Obaatfra 
Oai, ftal lablb KIrM ShuMa. 

Farhai Raaa Ohaarahari, Mr. M. 

Farhat laao Kkaaaia, Rtfuai. 

Fallal Qaaiir, Khaa •ahaiar Mauhrf. 

Failar Rabiaaa, Mr. 

Failar Rakaiaa (Myaimilatli), Mr. 

•aaMi, Mr. 1. A. 

•rttHM, Mr. 6. 

••Fla, Mr. J. N. 

Maitaaaia Ohawibary, Maalvl. 

MaailiaFFlB Abmad, Khan lablb. 

Maibiai AH Khan, Khan Babilur Maalvl. 
Maalna Marthaa, Mra. 

MatamaUy Jamatfar, Khan lablb Maalvl. 
Hawhinii, Mr. R. 4 , 

Maaian, Mr. F. T. 

Mrli Abaiaa Mia, Maalvl. 

Jalalaliln Abmad, Khan Bahalur Maalvl. 
KabimMln Khan. Khan Rahalur Maalvl. 
Kaaavly, Mr. I. R. 

Maflrafor, Mr. •. 8. 

MafttaMln Ahmol, Dr. 

MaAiaMln Ahmod, Maalvl. 

MaHiaddln Obaadhary, Maalvl. 

Magalrv, Mr. L. T. 

MabtaNddIn Abmtd, Khan Rabadur Maalvl. 
Maadal, Mr. Banka Baharl. 

Mandal, Mr. BIrat Ohandra. 

Maaad AH Khaa FannI, Maalvl. 

MiUar, Mr. C. 

Nabaaimad All, Kban Bahadar. 

Marfaa, Mr. • 


flNdMS iMI MtoMMli "ttlMitid- 
Mtaaniaial Mwb HiBlvt Mi. 

Mabaai«ad Alnl. KIhm BafeM MbBlal Byai. 
Mabaai«ad Mrabliii, MaMal. 

MabaaaMd labaiM, Maalyi. 

MabaMaad larall, Maafvi. 

MabaRuaad t i d d ii aa , Kban Bihaiar Or. Byai. 
MabaaaMd laMaaa, Khaa BaMb MaatvL 
MalHek, Ow Map'bli Mr. Makaail Bdhary. 
Matbarraff Maaala, Iba ttaa^ lla»Bb* Khaa 
Bahadar. 

Maitafawial Naiaa, Mr. Byad. 

Mattafa All Dtaraa, Maalvl. 

Randy, tba Man'bfa Maharaja iriabaadra« at 
Oaaiabaaar. 

Hararvilab, Rawabaada K. 

Railmaddla, tb* Hon’blt Kbwaja Hr. 
RoaruddlR, Mr. K. 

Hortoa, Mr. N. R. 

Rahman, Kbaa Bahadar A. M. L. 

Ralkut, tb# H»a*bl9 Mr. Frasanaa Dab. 
RaJIbaddln Tarafdar, Maalvl. 

Ray Dhaadbary, Mr. Biraadra Klibara. 

Raiaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, tba Haa'bla Hr BIJay Fraaad Ifnfh. 

Ray, Mr. Ntiram. 

ladaraddin Ahmad, Mr. 

lallm, Mr. 1. A. , 

lanaallab. Dr. 

larkar, Baba Madhasadan. 

larkar, tba Hon’bla Mr. Rallnl Ranjaa. 

barajal lalam, Mr. 

lhahabuddin, Mr. Kbwaja. 

lhamaaddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 

lirdar, Baba LItta Maada. 

Imitbf Mr. H. Brabalit. 

Itavan, Mr. 4. W. R. 
luhrawardy, the Han'bla Mr. H. I. ^ 
Tamlaaddia Khaa, Tba Haa'bla Mr. 
ratal Ahmad Dhaadbary, Maalvl Naji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. ( 

Whltahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wardaworth, Mr. W. 0. 

Vaaaal Miraa. 

Yviat All Obaadhary, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Obaadhary, Maalvl. 


Abdal dabbar Falwan, Mr. Md. 
Abdal WabN, Maalvl. 

Aba Maasala larkar, Maalvl. 

Abal Fait, Mr. Md. 

•aaarjl, Mr. F. 

Bnaarjt, Mr. latya Friya. 
BanarjM, Mr. Hbaath. 

Baaarjaa, Dr. taraah Obaadra. 

« BaaaarjN, Mr. Maaaraajaa. 
Barma, Baba Frambafl. 

Barmaa, Baba BbyaaM Fraaad. * 
BanMa. Baba )tF*adva Ralb. 
•aaa* Mr. laataa Kamar. 
BbawaHk, Or. Babiada Dbaain. 
BMwai, Baba^Lakabml Rarayaa. 
mmrn, Mr. BaMb Uk 
•iMvaa,Mf.BavaadfallalM * ^ 
tliBkvabaily, Hr. datMUteb. 

r • 


HOES— 62 

Obakrabarty, Baba Raraadra Rarayaa. * 
ObattaFadhyay. Mr. Mariaada. 
Obaadbarl, Ral Maraadra Rath. 

Dat, Baba Mabim Obaadra. 

Oat, Baba Radbaaatb. 

Dat, Mr. Maamabaa. 

« Oat iaFta, Baba Kbacaadry Rath. 

Oat BaFta, Brijat Raraadra Rath. 

Dalta, Mr. OMraadra Ralb. 

Oabil, Mr. Hartn^ 

Datta BaFta. Mitt MIol 
O atta Maavaidar, Mr. RIbwaaia. 
Emdadal Ma«aa, Kail. % 

•baaa, Mr. Atal Kritbaa. 

•bmaddin Ahmad, 10. 

BaFta, Mr. Mfatb Dbaadn. 

Maiaa AR ibaardbaff, lO.lval. 
dMaa, Mr. I. 0. 
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•MMliB MiMtf, Mr. 


M Mr. Kmr. 

art. NfMprtnu 
Mr. Imr OlMiMrt. 
•MMal, Mr. Awfili ut. 
MMm, Mr. KrMHui Pmu. * 
M«ldwf|i, Dr. Ilmrel Olwatfrt. 
MwM tfc, giDi< AtiHilirtL 
DnuMAik, Mr. TtrisklMru. 


•Mrtt, Of. HaltMktlM. 

•Mial. Mr. IftMiikt ttlilMtr. 
tM, Date NafMira Italii. 
urn. Dal Dateiar JafMb ttaaira. 

t*rtftt<ail, Mr. 

•ialM, trUat Maalaira Ikaiaa. 
tar, Mr. Hanaira Raiaar. 
TlMluir, Mr. PraMaOki Daajaa. 


The Ayes being llfi and the Noes (>2, the motion was carried. 
(At this stage, the House was adjourned for 15 uiinutes.) 


(.4 fter ad jo urn men f . ) 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1P37. 

Rai HARENDRA. NATH OHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move 

liiat, under the proviso to sub-seetion (2) of section 18 of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Rules and Standing Orders, the Bengal Muni- 
cipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be continued. 

The nmtion was put and agreed to. 

. '• . 


Rai hARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg also to move 
that the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 19'17, be taken into 
consideration. , 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in requesting the House to take my Bill into 
consideration I would point out at the outset that, my Bill i.s a simple and 
puny measure. It only seeka to amend one section and one section only 
of the Bengal Municipal Act, viz., section 18, that makes B[)ecial provL 
aion for the constitution of municipalities in industrial areas. Now, Sir, 
the sectiqp has a long history of grievances ventilated but unredrewed 
behind it, but I need not go into that long history ; I shall only content 
myaelf with this observation that the section for the first time intro- 
duced the principle of election so far as the industrial muni- 
o&palities are eoncerned. But uxifortunately that part of the section 
which meant to give proper representation to the non -industrial sections* 
of the people has not been given effect to by the* Bengal Oovemment. 
Snlnwction (/) of Wdion 18, as it originally stood in the Act of 1932, 
ran^ follows: — 

**Notwithstauding anything contained in section 16, the local 
Cfovernment, by notification, stating the special hircumstanees, may, 
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in tlie case of a municipality ilxe development of which in its opinion 
is due to an appreciable extent to and dependent on the concentration 
of any industry or in^tries — 

{i) increase the number of appointed commissioners beyond the 
proportion mentioned in that section in order to secure the 
proper representation of such industry or industries and 
of labour employed therein, or if it appears expedient to 
the local Government that the industry or industries and 
the labour employed therein should be represented by 
elected commissioners, constitute industrial constituencies 
for the representation of such industry or industries and of 
labour on such basis as may appear to the local Govern- 
ment to be expedient/' 


Now comes the proviso about the limit of appointed commissioners. 

Then follows clause (u) — 

“provide for the representation of the inhabitants who are not 
directly connected with such industry or industries by the 
formation of electoral constituencies for such inhabitants, 
on such basis as may appear to the local Government to be 
expedient; 

and the local Government may further provide for election by 
general constituencies in any portion of such muni- 
cipalities." 


It was clear that the Government was given the discretion to 
increase the number of appointed commissioners or in the alternative 
to form special constituencies for adequate representation of industries 
and labour and at the same time the discretion was vested in the 
Goveiiiment to provide for the due representation of inhabitants not 
connected with such industry or industries by forming spec^'al consti- 
tuencies for them. Now, Sir, Government, so far as the operation of 
this section is concerned, was and is sitting tight on the nomination 
clause. Government simply continued to nominate larger number of 
persons to secure adequate representation of industries and labour, but 
• omitted to exercise the discretion in favour of the non-industrial section 
of the people in the. particular manner suggested. It has not formed 
any special constituency for the non-industrial sec^on of the popula- 
tion, and that is not a local grievance but the grievance ol! the non- 
industrial people in all the municipalities concerned. That is a long- 
atanding grievance, too, for the removal of which, it particular, this 
section was enacted in such a way in 1932. 
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t. I this section was enacted, definite hopes were raised 

^ tae miads of tte non-industrial section of the people, so much so 
phat they expected that when Government, to ensure better repreeenta* 
tion of industries and labour, would take advantage of the section and 
gemmate a larger proportion of municipal (ommissioners, they would, 
at -the same time, institute special constituencies for the benefit of the 
non-industrial section of the people. But when. Sir, they found that 
Government did not exercise the discretion as vested by the section 
in their favour but only continued to provitle by extra nomination for 
better representation of the industrial section of the people, then they 
felt seriously disappointed, and on behalf of such people in one of 
the municipalities at least, a representative suit was filed questioning 
the. legality of general electorate. That suit was dismissed by the 
first court, but on appeal the suit was decreed. Tlie suit was taken 
on further appeal to the High (^ourt. The High Court pleaded 
inability to give any relief on the ground that there was such a 
plethora of may’s in the section that there was nothing to bind the 
local Government to exercise discretion in the matter of constituting 
special constituencies • for the non-industrial section of th«* people. 
That being the case, Sir, the attempt of such people to have special 
constituencies for the election of their representatives to municipal 
boards failed. Soon after Government introduced the Amending Bill 
of 19d6, and changed the condition precedent to the formation of 

, special constituencies for tli** non-industrial section of the people as 
laid down in the Act of I9d2. The amended section now says that 
special Constituencies for the non-industrial section of the }>eople can 
he constituted only if special constituencies for labour and industries 
be constituted. But, Sir, you wiH notice on referring to the earlier 
part of the section that there was provision for extra or enlarged 
representation of industries and labour by way of nomination. There- 
fore, Sir, the non-industrial section of the people are surely entitled 
to have better and proper representation on the municipal boards by 
the constitution of special constituencies for them. But Government 
ifl refusing to do it. It is just to correct that anomalous position, Sir, 
that I hewe brought forward my Bill. My Bill seeks to restore the 
position as it was before the amendment of the section, t.e., to restore 
the position under the Act of 1932, and, at the same time, it makes it 
incumbent on the Government to form special constituencies for the 
tion-industrial Section of the people residing in such municipalities. 
OHierwise, there is very little chance for the non-industrial section of * 
tbe people to get proper representation on municipal boards in indus- 
trial areas^ 

Tbifl is all. Sir, that I have got to say in support of my Bill, and 
I Hope, if tbe Hon’ble Minister is really anxious to do justice to all 
sections of tbe people, be will accept this Bill. 
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Klmi BtIUMftir MOMAMiliB ALI l Sir, 1 be|r to moTe/ by iray of 
amondmont, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion theredn by the diet December, 1939. 

Sir, this Bill raises many controversial points (Cries of “No! no!'^ 
from Congress Benches), and with regard to the olaxises there are 
different views. So, Sir, before we undertake a p;iece of hasty legisla- 
tion like this, it is only reasonable that we should invite opinioU, 
especially from the municipalities who arc vitally interested in the 
matter. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my^ motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Dr. NALIIIAK8HA 8ANYAL. I submit, Sir, that the question be 
now put. (Cries of “No! no!*^ from Congress Benches.) (Laughter 
from the Coalition Benches.) 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not think 

that I can accept the Bill of Rai Harendra Nath CJiaudhuri. As a 
matter of fa(^t, 1 believe that the honourable movdr has so misunderstood, 
and involved himself in the mazes of the wordings of the section that 
the Bill is not at all logical and can very well be opposed. But inasmuch 
as he has made a speech which has forcefully placed before the House 
his point of view, I accept the amendment of Khan Bahadur Mohammed 
Ali that the matter be circulated for eliciting opinibn. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who are you to accept it? You 
have no business either to accept or reject it. You may agree or disagree. 
The right to accept the amendment is the mover^s. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Well, I agree with the 
motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali for circulation. (Laughter.) 

The honourable mover has realised the position, and still has put 
forward an illogical plea for creating special constituencies. The 
honourable mover has realised that in cases where Governmjsnt merely 
increase the seats by nomination, there is no provision in the Act for as. 
exclusive electoral roll for the other inhabitants, that is to say, the 
inhabitants who do not come either under the labour cos- 
fitituencies or are not connected with such industries. The 
^ honourable mover says that even in the case of nomisar 
tions, we should di^nfranchise all those connected with industry er. 
industries. or with labour and create a separate constituency, exclusive 
of these two classes, for the representation of non-industriah section 
the pe(Hde is the geseral ooseiituenoy. That ii to say, that tbs 
native prevision for the repreSesiation of ishabita&ti^ who are 
directly concerned 'with itteh isdaotrv oS kdiistrtea. dioify anolg not 
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only in those cases where separate industrial constituencies have been 
created by Government, but should also apply in those cases where 
nominations have been made. (Rai Harendha Nath Chaudhuri: 
That’s it!) 1 have understood my honourable friend’s point, but surely 
,1he honourable mover also realizes that if Government makes nomiua> 
tions, then these parsons, who are interested in labour or industry or 
industries, have no special constituencies for voting if you create 
separate constituencies and exclude these men from voting. (Rai 
Harendra Nath (^hauuhuri; They do not require any voting.) 
Undoubtedly, they do. Will the honourable mover also realize what 
the logical conclusion will be if nominations are given to labour and 
industry constituencies and thereafter they are debarred fr«>m voting in 
the* general constituencies? Then if other nominations in the gift of 
Government are given to the general people, there ought not to be any 
electorate at all. If the fact of merely giving nominations to an interest 
deprives it from the power of voting in a general constituency, then 
other nominations given will also deprive those classes to whom nomina- 
tions are given, of voting in a general constituency, and, therefore, 
there should not be au^' general constituency at all ! That is the logical 
conclusion to which we are being pushed by Hai Harendra Nath 
Cbaudhuri’s motion. 

Now', Sir, I do not know w'hetlier there is any valid reason why 
merely because noigination i^s given to an interest, they should be 
'debarred from voting in a general constituency. It almost comes to 
this, that if we give nomination to the scheduled castes, or if we reserve 
one nomination for a member of the scheduled castes, then scheduled 
caste voters ought not to be allowed to vote in u general constituency. 
That is to say, if we give noininatif)ns to any other spe(’ial interest, then 
that special interest ought not to he allowed to vote; this will be di^- 
entranchising a very large section of the people which is not, I am 
afraid, either proper or logical. 

Now, &ir, the honourable mover presmnably is afraid that labour 
and industries will be represented through the general constituency, if 
they are permitted to be members of, or to vote in, a general constituency, 
and, therefore, there will be over-weightage in the municipality. But 
there has not been any such instance. The industries have cAintented 
themselves with nominations. If Government found.that industries and 
labour became sa powerful that tbej' captured all the general seats and 
over and above that also claimed nomination, then Government could 
under section 18 easily deprive those municipalities eff the industrial and 
labour nominations s'o as to see tl.at the balance was preserved. No such 
case has anien, and 1 see absolutely no ground for this apprehension on 
the part of the honourable mover. I think that vast interests are 
affected, and that industries should be permitted to ^ive their opinion 
on the honourable mover’s Bill. I think also, that hh^f interests 
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should also be permitted to give their opinion bn the honourable mover’s 
Bill. Therefore, I support the motion for circulation. 

M HARINORA NATH OHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am 
sorry that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has altogether misunderstood 
my speech. It is probably because the amended section 18 is in his 
brain. He has apparently forgotten what the section was before the 
amendment of 1936. He speaks of disenfranchisement of labour it 
special constituencies be constituted for non-industrial sections of the 
people in industrial areas. That cannot be if the Government do not 
stick to nomination and take the alternative position of constituting 
special constituency for labour as well as sejiarate constituencies for' the 
non-industrial section of the people. There can be no difficulty then. 
The difficulty arises because of the fact that the Government sticks to 
the nomination clause and forgets all other provisions of the section. 
And because of that fact alone the other portions of the section have 
been rendered inoperative. Had the Government instituted special 
constituencx for iulxiur and industries on the one hand and separate 
constituencies for the non-industrial section of the people on the other, 
there would have been no difficulty, and no question would have arisen 
at all. Simply, because Government is exercising the discretion vested 
by one part of the section and is omitting to exercise the discretion vested 
by the other part of it, that the difficulty 6f the general inhabitants, the- 
non-industrial people, arises and, therefore, if there is any illogicality on 
anybody’s jmrt, it is on the part of the Government. On 'the other 
hand, 1 may point out the injustice from which in particular the non- 
industrial section of the people are suffering. I take it, as the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy appears to say, that so far as the industries and 
industrial labour are concerned, they are quite satisfied with the nomina- 
tion method. If that be the position, should he not take into considera- 
tion the other fact that the non-industrial section of the people cannot be 
satisfied when there is no special provision for the election of fheir repre- 
sentatives to the Municipal Board. , 

Then, Sir, should he not consider further that if sufficient representa- 
tion be given to industries and labour, by way of nomination, and if 
again, labour be permitted to contest seats in the general electorates, 
will there not be, what is called, plural or double representation; and 
should he not stop that? Should he allow double representation to one 
body and compromise the position of the other body in the area 


Tlia*HMl»l)la Mr. H. B. SUHRAWARDY: May I ask one question, 

Sir? Are zemindars, who are permitted to come from special conzH* 
tueneies, debarred from standing from general constituencies? 
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Rsl HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURIs It is simply because 
there is a special provision for the election of particular interests and the 
landlords are in a hopeless minority there, but here there is no represen- 
tation of particular interests. Moreover, by nominating a larger propor- 
tion of members on the Municipal Board, you are giving adequate 
representation to the very interests for which you are expressing your 
anxiety and, at th^ same time, you are compromising the position of 
those who are not getting sutficient opportunities for sending their elected 
representatives to the Board. That is the difference and therein lie# the 
difficulty. Against the scheme of the Act and the spirit of the section 
you are giving plural representation to one 8e<‘tion and you are giviug 
inadequate representation to another section of the people by remaining 
indifferent to the provision for them. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali by way of umeudment 
that the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 19*17, l)e circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the -list December 
]9'i9 was then put and agreed to. 


Dates flxecf for Money-Lenders BilL 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before 1 proceed to the next motion, 1 think I 
should mention one matter in view of the presem’c of the Hon'ble the 
’ Horae Minister who owing fo his multiforious w’ork cannot always be 
present in the House. 1 will draw the attentiuii of the Home Minister 
and also of the Judicial Minister to the fact that the Money-lenders 
Bill is fixed for discussion on tjie Jrd. The day Wfore yesterday 
was the last date for receiving aniendments, and I am told that the 
number of amendments that have come is already al>out 45 files like 
this. (A file was shown by the Hon ’hie Speaker.) What we have 
to do now is*to type them, arrange them and print them, but in spite 
of the pr^jssure upon the staff, who were working till 11 or 12 o’clock 
at night, it has not been possible even to arrange them. We liave 
barely *five days, and I am very doubtful whether it would be |M)siible 
for our office to consider even the admissibility of the amendment# 
within this short period of time. 1 am informed that the number of 
amendments would not l>e less than 1,500 and, in view of the fact that 
this Bill is a very complicated one (and it has been probably made a 
little more implicated at a later stage), tlie amendments have made • 
it still further compli<*ated. T think the difficulty of the Sj)eaker to 
put before the H(fuse any motion fo find out the possible reaction of 
any, particular amendment not only on i* particular section, buf on 
the Bill as a whole is a matter which if the Speaker is not a superman, 
has to be realised, I hope Government will reconsider the matter 
in view of the fact to which T have dmwn their attention, I might ^ 



116 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[29th Mae., 


•inform the Hou^ible the Judicial Minister and the Home Minister that 
only to find o,ut whether one particular amendment was in order, my- 
self, the Secretary and the Assistant Secretary had to sit from 8 to 2 
and even then we found it difficult to come to a decision. I think 
there are any number of such amendments. In view of this difficulty. 
I hope Government will be pleased to consider and j^ive us their decision 
by to-morrow, if possible. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What decision do you 
vrantP 

Mfi SPEAKER: The decision as to whether you will stick to your 
previous decusion, namely that the Bill should be taken up on the 3rd. 

If you stick to that date, we have merely to put before you the 
entire files as may be printed and allow the House to do its best. It 
will not be possible for this department within four or five days tc 
properly look after them. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIH: How many days’ 
adjournment do you want? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am perfectly certain that it will not be possible 
to finish the Bill in the (*ourse of three days. 

W *• 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is impossible. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are adjourning for ten days, from 7th 
to 16th. I ask whether it will not be possible to make an adjustment, 
so that this Bill may come up after the Calcutta Municipal Bill is 
finished. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have gone very 
carefully into this question. I think this Bill will take a lot of time. 
So I propose that only the first two or three clauses may be^ taken up 
on the 3rd and 4th and the rest may be taken after the 17th. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those definitions and other things are very 
important. They deal mostly with ^ivil rights, adjudi^ation, etc. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; I may info*m ,the House without 
giving out the secret of the Select Committee that we had ko postpone 
the dismission of the first two chapters till we finished the discussion of 
other things, because everything depends upon what we decide in 
relation to these. You cannot take up definition first. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: In the House of Commons the present practice 
is (I do not know why this practice has not been introduced here), 
that the definition clause is taken last. In any case these are very 
difficult clauses. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I let you know 

to-morrow what we can do? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Very well 


Bengal Jute Billi 1S37. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: I beg to move under the 
proviso to sub-section {2) of section 18 of the Bengal Ijegislative 
Assembly Eules and Standing Orders that the Bengal Jute Bill, 1937, 
be continued. 

The motion \^as ])\it and agreed to. 


Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: 1 beg to move that the Bengal 
Jute Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Committ^^e consisting of— 

(1) The Hon’ble Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan, 

(2) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

?3)-Mr. Pmmatlia Nath Banerjee, 

(4) Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

(5) Mr. Abdul Bari, 

(6) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(7) Mr. Proinatha Ilanjan Thukur, 

(8) Mr. G. Morgan, 

(9) Mr. W. A. M. Walker, 

(lOj l^r. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdhury, 

(11) Mr. Shahedali, and 

(12) the mover, 


with instnietionH to submit their ‘report l.y the let September m9, 
and that the quorum of the Select Committee k- fixed at five. 

Sir, I have stated briefly what I wint to say in the statement of 
Objects and Reasons which runs thus: ^ 

“Bengal is an agricultural country. Her staple crop is jute. The 
importance of this fibre in the commercial markA of the « 

grTt It has as vet no successful imitation or substitute.. Jute is not 
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grown in any other part of the glohe^ while the production of the two 
siftter-provincee of Assam and Bihar is negligible. So Jute can safely 
be called the monopoly oi'op of Bengal. It is, therefore, meet that the 
jute-growers should get fair price to have sufficient margin over cost 
of production. But unfortunately due to financial distress and soipe 
other economic factors, the price of jute sometimes falls below the 
cost of production now-a-days. Besides, the fluctuation of the market 
has become a so very disturbing element in the life of the Bengal 
agriculturist that he can very seldom balance his family budget. To 
ensure him of some financial stablity, a ligislation like the present 
one has become a crying necessity and need/’ 

Sii, the scope of the Bill can briefly be stated thus. I have made 
provisions in the Bill for the restriction of jute cultivation, for fixing 
a minimum price, for market controlling, for buying unsold jute if 
there be any, for suppressing gambling in jute futures and tor making 
arrangements for jute forecast. I have left (»ut the provision for 
gradation of jute purposely t(» he controlled by rules to he made by 
Government. , 

With respect to the fixation of minimum price, I beg to add a few 
words because there are some popular superstitions i-egaiding this 
subject. The first objection that is put forward by persons who are 
against the fixation of minimum price is the fear^of over-production, 
hut to-night T shall submit to you some figures from the report of the ' 
Central Jute Ccjiuniittee published in 1938 which will prove tjiat -there 
is no reason to fear over-])roduction in this (‘ountry. If we go through 
that report, we will find that for f^ome years the consumption of jute 
in the world has iiicrea.sed and not decreased. If we take the year 
1931-32, we see that the consumption of jute all over the world was 82 
lakhs of hales; next year, it rose to 88 lakhs of bales; next year, it 
rose to 90 lakhs of liales; year after, it rose to 99 lakhs of hales; after 
that year, it rose to 99 *5 lakhs of bales and in 1936-37 it rose to a huge 
figure of 120 lakhs of bales. After that, the C'entral Jute Committee 
have issued another bulletin which has been published in <to-day’s 
daily papers in Calcutta. From this report we find that id the year 
1937-^18 the consumption of jute all over the world was 106 lakhs of 
bales. Now if we consider the question of production we see that over 
the last three years the production qf jute was not more than consump- 
tion. The same report of 1938 of the Central Jute Committee says 
that in the year 1936-37 the production of jute was 109 lakhs of bales; 
aext year., i.e,, 193V-38, the production was about 96 lakhs of bales 
and in the year 1938-39 the jute forecast told us that only 67 lakhs of 
bales of jute were produced in Bengal and in the surrounding provinces. 
IRierefcwe, from this report we see that practically there was no over- 
production, and we may safely come to the conclusion that if wa fix 
the minimuift price of jute, the fear of over-production will not aiuid 
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in otir way. The next supemtition i« about substitutes of jute as well 
as the ptoduction of jute in some other countries of the world. I» 
^this respect I only want to quote a para^Tfuph from the report of the 
Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee of which fortunately, Sir, you yrnir* 
self hap^ned to he a member. That report says: “The experiments 
to grow jute elsewhere on a commercial basis have demonstrably failed, 
while the results so far obtained from the use of substitute fibres have 
not proved much of a menace to the jute trade. Attempts have bf?en 
made to grow* jute in Java, America, and West Africa, but have all 
failed.. A small quantity of jute is reported to be grown in (/hinu, 
but even in that (‘(uintrv it is not regardeil as of any i'ommercial 
importance. As a matter of fact, China imjiortH a large quantity of 
jute goods from India every year. Experiments have also been made 
in Brazil and the Sudan to grow jute, but these also proved ineffectual. 
It therefore appears that there is no immediate fwir «if the crop being 
introduced in other countries. Indeed, it is difficult to imagine a more 
suitable (‘ouutiy than Java where the climate and labour conditions 
are strikingly similar to those of India, but even in Java the crop 
could not be successfvdly grown. If alternative fibres and other areas 
for grooving jute have not been discovered in the past when high pricey 
ruled for jute, it is hardly likely that they c’an offer any real economic 
menace to jute to-day when prices are so depressed. Under the condl* 
tions prevailing during the last three years with jute selling at an 
extremely low pricg, the <lan^er of suhstitiition is not likely to appear.*' 
The (question now arises, why we press for the fixation of a minimum 
price for jute. From the report of the Bengal Jute Knqtiiry Oommitie© 
I shall quote some figures to sliow what enotmous profits are made by 
the jute mill-owners of Bengal from jute. In 1920-21 the harvest 
price of jute per ton was Rs. IHO, while the Calcutta price was Rs. 214, 
and the manufactured jute products were sold by the jute mill-owners 
at Rs. 641 per ton. Next year, i.e., 1921-22, the harvest price was 
Rs. 164 per ton, the Calcutta price was Rs. 214, and the manufactured 
products were sold at Rs. 465 per ton. In the year 1922-2*1, the harvest 
price was Rs. 27*3 and the Calcutta price was Rs. 32*1, while the 
manufac^jured products were sold at Rs. 602 per ton. In 1923-24, the 
harvest price w*as Rs. 246 and the Cah'utta price was Rs. 296, wdiile 
the manufactured goods were sold at Rs. 569 per ton. In 1924-25, 
the harvest price was Rs. *324 and the Calcutta price was Rs. *378, while 
the manufactured products were* sold at Rs. 640 per ton. Then in 
1925-26, the harvest price was Rs. 513 and tJie Calcutta price wae, 
Rs. 563, while the manufacturefl products were ^ sold at Rs. 726 imr 
ton. In 1926-27, -the harvest price was Rs. 513 and the Calcutta price 
waa Rs. 563, while the manufactured products were sold at Es. 626 
per ton. In this way the report shows that up to 1931-32 Jhe profit 
i|iade was enormous. Unfortunately, the repott did not give us in the 
table the profits made by the jute mill-owners m sub»e<fliillt 
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In that report, Sir, it is also stated : “The disproportion in the differ- 
ence between the harvest price of jute and the price of jute manu- 
factures, as shown in the above table, not only gives point to the 
claim of the cultivator for higher and more reasonable price for the 
crop than they obtain at present, but also it justifies the contention 
that the responsibility of meeting the competition of substitutes 
devolves primarily on the mills, on whom is laid * the necessity of 
reducing the price of their manufactured goods by strict economy in 
working rather than by seeking to lower the price of fibre which they 
buy.’’ Now, iSir, in these circumstances, I submit that we have made 
out a fdear case for fixing a minimum price for jute. We see that 
this time jute has been produced much less than what is required for 
world consumption. At the same time there is an agreement amongst 
the jute mill-owners that they w'ill not work the mills for more than 
a certain number of hours per week and thereby they will buy “only 
50 to 54 lakhs of bales” — says the report published in to-day’s Calcutta 
papers. 

Now, Sir, as regards the aitcumulation of jute, in jute mills, the 
report says that on the dOth June 1938, there w'ere only 30 lakhs of 
bales of jute with the jute mill-ownei\s. We aie aw^are. Sir, that orders 
have been placed with the jute mill-owners for about 20 (uores of bags 
for military purposeLS. If this full quota is supplied, I submit, not 
even a maund of jute will be left either with the owners or with the 
merchants. So it is quite possible that next year* the production of » 
jute will be less than what the world will require. 

Then, again, Sir, there is the agreement. If that agreement holds 
good — the agreement entered into by the European and Indian jute mill- 
owners — they will purposely lower the price of jute. Therefore, I 
submit that a legislation of this nature is urgently necessary for our 
country. 

Sir, I appeal to the members of this House not to make jute a party 
question. Jute is a money (Top on which the piosperity of the* province 
depends, Now, we are very shortly expecting the report of th©^ Jute 
Committee which has been set up by the Assembly. We Lave got 
also the report of the Jute Enquiry Committee which is still lying in 
the andiives of the Government. By the help of these two reports and 
from the experience of the members in the Select Committee, I submit 
we can improve the Bill and meet fhe requirements of the country, 
fff the Governmen-t sends the Bill to the Select Committee and a report 
is presented in time,* I have no objection to Government’s sponsoring 
the Bill, ifi which case I would be glad to surrender my ^ight of 
piloting it. 

With these remarks, Sir, I commend ray motion to the acceptance 

al House. 
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Th* Honble Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Sir, I have fuU 
aympathy with the object of the Bill. But. Sir, that does not carry 
US far enough. So far as the objects of the Bill are conoerned, I think 
.here 18 perfect unanimity in this House. My friend »8 object is to 
raise the pnce of jute. I think we all agree with him there that the 
price of jute should lie increased, if possible. But how to do it, ia 
fhe great question. And 1 tliink, Sir, my friend has not been able to 
show us the proper way. He is inviting us to adopt a short cut to 
paradise. All who invite others to follow such short cuts do not lead 
people actually to paradise but to some other place! Mv friend haa 
referred to the Jute Enquiry rommittee and to the fact that the Juto 
Enquiry Committee is now sitting. Every one knows that the party 
to which my honourable friend belongs is very largely rejiresented on 
that committee. The committee have not yet finished their labour* 
and have not yet submitted their report. My fritnid comes forward 
with a strange iinqiosal, viz., let tlie principle of this Bill be accepted 
and let this Bill be referred to a s<*lect committee without waiting for 
the report of the committee. I do not know what the report of the 
Jute Enquiry ( ommitt(M‘ will be and wlndhor there will be any 
co-ordination ])ossible fie tween my friend’s Bill and the report of the 
Jute Enquiry Committee. Therefore, Sir, I think that the motion of 
nay learned friend is inopportune. He ought to have waited at least 
till the Jute Enquiry Committee submitted their ixqiort. Apart frona 
that, the proposa^ he pnipounds in his Bill are altogether 
Impracticable, and I think it ns for that reason that he has not referred 
at all 4o the specific provisions of his Bill. 1 would like to make one 
thing clear. Formerly there was some difference of opinion as to 
whether there could or shijuld be (‘ojnpulsory restriction of the cultiva- 
tion of jute, but as far as I know thcix* is hardly any difference on that 
point at present. If the cultivation of jute has to be restricted, it ha§ 
to be done on a compulsory basi.s. Then^ I am at one with my 
honourable friend. But it is certainly a very difficult problem, and 1 
am myself ^groping for a feasible scheim*. If anybody in this House 
or outside can put forward a feasible scheme, that will lx* seized upon 
with alacrity hy the (government. But unfortunately no sucli schema 
has as yet*been evolved. That do<*8 not however mean that (iovern- 
ment is sitting idle, (jovernment is trying its bf^st to evolve a 
suitable scheme, and as soon as Government is satisfied that a suitable 
scheme has been prepared, it will npt shirk its duty in giving effec t ta 
that scheme. 


Now, Sir, I come to the .specific provisions of the Bill. My friend^ 
is I have already rfaid, tries a short cut. He wants to restrict the 
Mllliv^tion l)f jute by legislation, to oiie-tb'rd of the total area of the 
mlturable land in the province. That is an astounding projxBsal. I 
would like to give certain figures about the total ^rea of the arable 
^nd in the province. The total area of the arable land is 2,44,66,3(K) 
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neres. Now, if my friend allowe enltmtion of jute on one-tbitd of 
thii area, the area will come up to 81,45,433 acres. 

Mr. SURENDRA ^NATH BISWASs 1 submit, the Hos’ble 

Minister has misunderstood my friend. The total area here means the 
total area under jute. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If I am mistaken, Sir, 
I shall readily admit my mistake. Let me therefore read out clause 
(3) of the Bill ; No person shall sow or grow jute in more than one- 
third of the area of culturable lands found in his possession according 
to the latest record-of-rights finally published or where no record-of- 
rights lias been prepared according to the measurement found in docu- 
ments or papers in liis landlord’s sherista. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it the opinion of the 
Hon’ble Minister that jute can l)e cultivated on paddy lands? 

Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: May be; there is no harm. 

Th. Hon'bl. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: t have said that uiy 
friend will allow cultivation of jute on one-third of the total area of the 
culturable land in the province and that one-third comes up to 
^11,46,433 acres. At present, taking the figures of 1936, jute is grown 
on 21,56,800 acres of land, i.<\, about a quarter of the area which my 
friend will allow according to his schenJ'e. (Laughter from Coalition' 
Benches.) Therefore, driven to its logical conclusion qnder my 
friend’s scheme, it is tlieorelically possible for the cultivators of 
Bengal 1o grow jute on tour timeq the present area. (Mh. Rurenora 
Nath Bisw.\,s: Don’t exploit an innocent mistake.) 

Sir, my friend Mr. J. C. Gupta, while interrupting me, has pointed 
out that certainly jule will not be grown on paddy lands. I admit 
that, Sir, to a large extent, but (‘an we make a scheme in a haphazard 
way like that? There are people who have lands on whmh nothing 
but jute can be grown. Supposing a cultivator has 12 bighas of land. 
My friend will allow him to grow jute on only 4 highas Bis land. 
Now, what will he do with his other 8 bighas? There are so many 
trnprobahilities in this scheme that it is impossible to support it. If 
Anybody looks at it with an eye of scrutiny, be will easily find out the 
improbabilities that the .scheme involves. , 

Then, Sir, the reduction of cultivation cannot be arrived at in that 
abort (‘ut fashion. .First of all, it is necessary that the exact area now 
under j\^to should be found out, and I admit. Sir} that this has not 
been found possible as yet. We bave not got statistics about the exact 
area that is under jute. So far as the statistics available at present 
Ate concerned, they are not altogether reliable, and any imheine bawd 
upon those statistics will be doomed to failure. 
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Then, Sir, my friend want« to fix the minimum price of jute at 
]i§. 10. While speaking on a cut motion during the budget discussions, 

I had occasion to speak on this subject. I think. Sir, without evolving 
a satisfactory scheme for the control of jute (‘ultivation and without 
giving effect to such a scheme, it is impossible to fix the minimum 
price for jute. My .friend of course puts both the things together. 
So far, his idea is quite correct. But T have already shown that his 
first premise is absolutely wrong. He has not given us a feasible 
scheme for control of jute cultivation, and that being so, the next 
thing, viz,, fixation of the minimum price for jute, falls to the ground. 

Again, Sir^ Bs. 10^ I think, is not an amount at wliich the price of 
jute can be fixed under ])resent circumstances. If that is done now, then, 
as I said the other day during the budget disc\issions, the results will 
be simply disastrous, .Into will not he sold at all. Supposing that 
the minimum price is fixed at Rs. 10, when the jute season comes, the 
purchasers will in all prohuhllity combine with the result that no jute 
wull be purchased at all. What will then he the plight of the culti- 
vators? They will be absolutely ruined. Therefore, this scheme is 
altogether impracticable. But my friend’s imagination comes to his 
rescue. He has prescribed a remedy. He provides in his Bill that if 
jute is not sold at the minimum price, the (lovernment should come 
forward and purchase all the remaining jute at the fixed minimum 
price. (Laughter from Coalition Benches,) Supposing that for 2 or 
►3 months no jute is*sold, the^ it will he the duty of (lovernmeni under 
my friend’s scheme to purchase all the remaining jute. How many 
crores of* rupees will be necessary for that purpo.se? Will my friend 
calculate and find out the figure? T submit, Sir, that this is an absurd 
scheme and an unworkable schem^, and nobody can think of giving 
effect to a scheme like this. 

Again, Sir, everyone knows that there are other provim^es whi(‘h 
also grow jute. My friend has not said a single word, so far as other 
provinces are concerned. vSupposing that we in this province fix the 
minimum ‘price at Rs. 10, what will he the result? We cannot sell 
out jut« because there is no market for it at that price, and Bihar and 
Assam will merrily sell their jute at Rs. 8 or Rs. i or Rs. •) or what- 
ever may be its market price at the time. Therefore, Sir, if my 
friend’s scheme is accepted, it will pave the way for the ruination 
of the jute^growers of Bengal. It is not possible to fix a permanent 
minimum price* for all years. (Maulvi Anr Hossain Sarkae: Don t 
ahow your ignorance on the subject.) The world demand fluctuates. • 
It increases one year, and decreases the next year. Therefore, Sir, 
jute cannot be sofd at the same price every year. (Maulvi Anv 
HosfeAiN Samcar: What is the necessity for a long speech? Why 
4<>nH you clearly say that yon are not going to fix the minimum prioe^ 

1 do not say. Sir, that it cannot be done; it can be done, but mi in the 
way that my honourable friend suggesta. (Maxtlvi ^vv HoMAni 
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Saekae: In what way then?) Sir, my honourable friend cannot 
suggest the proper way himself, and he wants to force me to give an 
answer offhand as to what is the proper way. This much I can tell 
him that Government is considering what is the proper way, and when 
the report of the Jute Committee is submitted, Government will serious- 
ly consider this question and will come to a proper decision. (Maulvi 
Abu Hossain Sarkah: Will that be possible during the next three 
j ears ?) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, after I have told 
you that you will have an opportunity to give a reply, don’t you think 
that you can practise rising up and interniping outside this House and 
not here ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDiN KHAN; Then, Sir, my friend has 
said that there has been a demand for several crores of sand-bags from 
Europe, and that this will exhaust the last maund of jute that is in 
Bengal to-day. My friend is grievously mistahep there. That demand 
can be met out of the present stock of hessian that the jute mills have 
got — not t(» speak of the raw jute that is in the hands of the jute mills 
or other dealers. My friend is absolutely wrong when he thinks that 
the demand for sand-hags will help my friend’s scheme in any way 
whatsoever. 

Sir, there are other improbabilities in the scheme of my honourable 
friend as embodied in the Bill. I do not want to deal with all of them. 
It is not necessary to do so, because if the major questions that he has 
tried to solve by his scheme are as far away from solution as ever, I 
think that it is quite useless to refer to the smaller improbabilities of 
the Bill. I would, therefore, request the House not to accept the 
proposition of my honourable friend. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: With leiereuce to the answer 
given by my friend, the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, I may say that 
he has grown wiser within three months of his holding the ndnisterial 
portfolio than we expected of him. Just before accepting the portfolio, 
this Mr. Tamizuddin Khan agreed with all the principles of my Bill 
and then within three months of his entering the Cabinet, he has 
imbibed all the qualities of a bureaucratic Goverament. In substance 
what has he said about the provisions of my Bill? He described one 
of my propositions as impossible, another as impracticable, the next 
as difficult and the other proposition as unworkable! This ipeans that 
he has made up his mind not to do anything to fix the price of jute 
in Bengal. He has played with words and quoted some catch words 
invented by the bureaucratic Government to beguile the poor and 
ignorant people of our country. 
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Then, Sir, he has given us some sermons. He told us that I did 
not make any practical suggestion. I submit, Sir, that all the sugges- 
tions that are given in my Bill are praotical, provided only that the 
ministry has a mind to bring them to practice. If they want to avoid 
everything, there will be as in the present case jugglery of words and 
they will interweave words after words only to beguile the unwary 
and ignorant people 'of our country. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the stock of jute whicli at present exists 
in Bengal: I have given the Hon’ble Minister a clear data from the 
report of the Jute Lnquiry Committee published in to-day’s papers 
that up to this time there are only ‘10 lakhs of bales of jute in stock 
with the jute mill-owners. If the mills manufacture 20 crores of bags, 
I think the whole stock will be exhausted. 

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister sayb that unless and until the report 
of the Jute Enquiry Committee comes forward, it is not possible to 

send the Bill to the select committee. I submit, it is no reason 

against, but rather an additional ground for, the Bill to be submitted 
to the select committee. In the meantime the report wdll be ready. 
I had a talk with soirfb of the members who are working in the Jute 
Committee, and it is expected that the report will be ready in a short 
time: they are all anxious to submit the rej-Kjrt very .soon. 11 we 
get that report during the consideration of the Bill in the seleid 
committee, there will be ample scope for improving the Bill there. 
•I do not say that Iny Bill !h perfect. There mu> be sonn* delects; 
there ,may be some piovisions which may not be acceptable to Govern- 
ment, and that is the reason why I propose tln^ Bill to be sent to the 
select committee. If the principle of the Bill is accepted and if the 

select committee take into consideration the various provisions of the 

Bill, we can then examine the various jute experts, jute mill-owners 
and other gentlemen who have expert knowledge about jute growing, 
cultivation, etc. So there will be ample opportunity of taking the 
opinion of other men later on. During the consideration of the Bill 
in the seleVd committee all the points which the Hon’ble Minister has 
suggested can also be thrashed out and gone into and the Bill may be 
improved According to the requirements of the country. 

As a matter of fact, the Hon’ble Minister has accepted the principle 
of my Bill; in many things he is at one with me and, as he said, 
there are few points^ which we differ, and those also can be reconciled 
when the Bill is y^sidered in the select committee. So I hope that 
instead of playjrffg with words and instead of beguiling the people and 
misleading the country, the Hon’ble Minister wilf be kind enough to 
try and ra»e the price of jute. 

I am sorry to find, Sir, that he has forgotten all his encl^ui\ourb, 
all his speeches and all his assurances he gave just before he entered 
the Cabinet. I hope he will remember all these {hings and tax his 
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memory rej^arding what he said only during the last session of the 
Assembly. Now sitting in the ministerial guddy^ he has conveniently 
lorgetten all the assurances he had given to the country for fixing the 
price of jute. Instead; the Hon’ble Minister has betrayed a sad 
ignorance of the amount of jute produced in other countries. 

It will be seen from the Jute Forecast that only 6i per cent, of 
the total production of jute is produced in Asshm; 7J per cent, is 
produced in Bihar and *7 per cent, is produced in Orissa. If we put 
together all the jute pioduced in other provinces, we will see that 
only 15 to 16 per cent, of the total requirement is produced in them 
which, I may say, will not meet even the internal consumption of 
India. 

Sir, the Ministers of Agriculture of other provinces are ready to 
co-operate with the Hon’ble Minister in bringing the required result. 
If he calls a conference of Ministers and if they all make team-work, 
then enormous good could be done to Bengal and her neighbouring 
provinces. Instead of doing that, the Hon’ble Minister is evading the 
question. 

I may remind the Hon’ble Minister that the 'price of sugar has l)een 
fixed in the United Provinces, Bihar and some other provinces. I 
may also remind him that in America provision has been made for the 
disposal of surplus production of cotton. 

I may bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister that most of the 
(countries in the world have accepted that principle; for example, New' 
Zealand, Ireland, Queensland, and some other provinces of tjie United 
States have already taken that matter in their hands. If the Hon’ble 
Minister wants to enlighten himself in this matter, he should read 
very carefully the Report of the Jute Oommittee which was pubTished 
in the year 19‘14 and of which the Hon’ble Speaker was a member. 
There all the points were discussed threadbare. I am sorry, Sir, that 
the Hon’ble Minister lias given us a sad spectacle and betrayed 
ignorance of the trend ()f the world movement with regard to the fixing 
of the price of crops. 

♦ 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that the Bengal Jute 
Bill, 19’ J7, be referred to a select committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

(2) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, * 

(d) Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 

(4) Mr. Syed Jidaluddin Hashemy, 

(5) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(6) ‘Mr. Surendra Nath Bisw’as, 

(7) Mr. Promatha Ranjan Thakur. 
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0 ) Mr. G. Morgra(B, 

(9) Mr. W. A. M. Walker, 

(10) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Ckowdhury, 

(11) Mr. Shahedali, and 

(12) the mover, 

a 

with instructions to submit their rejwrt by the 1st September 1939, 
and that the quorum of the select c'omiiiittee he tixed at five, was then 
put and a division taken: — 


AYEI- 


AlMl«l4«blMir ealwAii, Mr. JW* 
Akial Wahti. Maalvi. 

Aka HatMia tarktr, Maalal. 

Akal rail, Mr. m. 

•aaarll, Mr. P. 

•aatrjaa, Mr. Praaiatka Natk. 
•aaarjl. Mr. Satya Priya. 
■aaarlta, Mr.tikaatk. 

■aaarjM, Mr. MaMraki*"* 
■arma, taka Pramkarl. 
laraiaa. taka tkyama Protatf. 
taraiaa. taka Upanira Natk. 
tkawailk, Dr.taklata Okaaira. 
tiiarat, Mr.Raiik Ul. 
tisarat, Mr. laraatfra Natk. 
Okakrakarty, Mr.^attakra Natk. 
Okaakkari, Ral Nartakra Natk. 
Oaa, ta^ Makiai Okaakra. 

Daa, taka Rakkaaatfc. 

Oa«i Mr. Maaaiakaa. 

Oaa Oapta, taka Kkagtakra Natk. 
Daa tapta, Srijat Nartakra Natk. 
Datia, Mr. Okiraakra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Nartakra. 

Datta, Mr. lakaaiar. 
laikakal Nakaa, Kail, 
tleaakkla Akaiak, Mr. 
tapta, Mr.Jagaak Okaakra. 


Nataa Ail Okawkkary, Ml. ipak. 
Jalaa, Mr. 1. D. 

Jaaak All Majaaikar, Maalvi. 
Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Kaaka. Mr. Niikitka Natk. 

Maltra, Mr. Oartakra Makaa. 

Mall, Mr. Akwaita Kwm$t, 
Majaaikar, Mr«. Naaiaprtva* 

Mai, Mr. Itarar Okaakra. 

Maakal, Mr. Aairlta kal. 

Makkarji, Mr. Okiraakra Narayaa, 
Makkarjaa, Mr. t. 

Makkarji, Dr.Okarat Okaakra. 
Matliek, Irijat Aihataik. 
Praaiaalk, Mr. Tarlaiakaraa. 
Raailaakkia Akaiak. Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Okara Okaakra. 

Ray. Mr. Kaaiaikriikaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiikarl Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Maaiaatka Natk. 
taayal. Dr. Nalialkika. 

•aayal, Mr. Oaaaaka lakkar. 
taa, taka Nagaakra Natk. 
ikakakaii, Mr. 

•kaaiiakkia Akaiak, Mr. 
gar, Mr. Nartakra Kaaiar. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEt-tf. 


Akkal Alia, Maalaaa Mk. 

Akkal Dari, Maalvi. 

Akkal Mail, Mr. Mia. 

Akkal NaklM VIkraaiparl, Maaliri Mk. 
Akkal NaaiM, Mr. A. M. ^ 
Akkal Kakar, Mr.o/ior LaMIMk. 
Akkal Karlai, Mr. ^ 

Akkal LatN tlaaMM, IMvI. 

Ak(lal MaJW, Mr.M. 

Akkal Wakak Kh^ Mr. 

Akkar R aa k aak/itealvl Mk. 
AkkafRaaf, Kkaa Oaklk Maalvi t. 
Akkaa Okafcaa k , Maalvi Mk. 

Atai Naafeaai, Maalvi. 

Akal Naaala. Akaiak, Mr. 

AM Qaaiaai, MaMvI. 


Aftak All, Mr. 

Attak Naaala kaarkar, Maalvi. 

Akaiak All MrMka, Maalvi. 

Akaiak Naaala, Mr. 

ARaiakkIa Akaiak, Kkaa takakar Maalvi. 
Aialr All Mia, Maalvi Mk. 

Aakralali, Mr. M. 

Aalak Naaaala, Kkaa Maalvi. 

Askar Ali, Maaivi« 
tarat AH, Mr. Mk. 

Olark, Mr.I.A. 

Daa, Mr.Aaakal Okaakra. 

DM, Ral iaklk KlrH tkaiaa. 

Kkkar, Mr. ifpaakraaatk. 

Parfcak Rasa Oka«k|ary, Hr. M. 

Parkat taaa Kkaaae, tagaai. 
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#Mliil QtMilr, KlNm ■thatar ■«■!«(. 

#aalar flakMM, Mr. 

Mar Raliaiaa, Mr. 

<Myaiia8lafli). 

Maaiv, Mr. 1. A. 

MafiaMla Oliawiliary, Maalvi. 

AHmaS, Kkaa laliik. 
MaMaialiyJaaiaiar, Kbaa bablb Maalvi. 
Jlawbiap, Mr. R. J. 

Mvairy. Mr.OavM. 
lirli Abaiatf Mia, Maalvi. 

Iipabaal, Mr.M.A.N. 

4alala4iiB Ab«a<, Kbaa labaiar Maalvi. 
Jatliaabiia Abaiai, Mr. 

MabiraMla Kbaa, Kbaa Rabatfar Maalvi. 
Kaaaabyi Mr. 1. R. 

MaftaaMta AbaiaR, Dr. 

JIaiiaMla Abnab, Maalvi. 

MafliaMin Obaabbary, Maalvi. 

Mabtababbla Abiaab, Kbaa Rababar Maalvi. 
Jiaabal, Mr.RIrat Obanbra. 

Mabaaiaiab All, Kbaa Rababar. 

Margan, Mr. Q. 

Rtoalaai Ail Moiiab, Maalvi. 
fliMaiaaial Mab, Maalvi Mb. 

Mabamaiab Afial, Kbaa Sabib Maalvi byab. 
Mabaaiaiab ibrablai, Maalvi. 

Mabaaiaiab libabaa, Maalvi. 

Mabaaiaiab Itrail, Maalvi. 

Mabaaiaiab libbibva, Kbaa Rababar Or. lyab. 


MabMiaab l al a l M aa, Kbaa laMb MaMM. 
MaHlak, IRb Haa'Ma Hr. Makaaba ItRavf . 

HaHiakt Hr. Ma Rafeary. 

Maa ba rraR Maiaala, tba Naa’Ma Rtwab, Kbaa 
Rababar. 

Maaby, tba Haa*Mt Mabarafa Srlaabaabra, af Oaa» 
liiabaur. 

Haaaralitb. Haarabiaba K. 

Raiiaiabbia, tba Naa'bta Kbarala Mr. 

Rabaiaa, Kbaa Rababar A. H. L. 

Raikat, tba Haa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Dab. 

Ray, tba Naa'bla Mr Rijay Rrasab Magb. 

Ray, Mr. Ratiraai. 
tabarabbia Abaiab, Mr. 

•alba, Mr. I. A. 

tartar* Maba Mabbaiabaa. 
taralal Itlaai, Mr. 
thabababbia, Mr. Khwaja. 
tbaaMabbiD Abaiab Kbaabkar, Mr. 
lirbar, Rata Litta Maaba. 

Itavaa, Mr.b. W.R. 
labrawarby, tba Haa*bla Mr. H. t. 

Taailtabbia Kbaa, Tba Naa'bla Mr. 

Tafai Abaiab Obaabbary, Maalvi Hajl. 

Waikar, Mr.W.A. M. 

Warbawarth, Mr.W.O. 

Yaiat All Obaabbary, Mr. 

Xabar Abnab Obaabbary, Maalvi. 


The AyeH being 66 and the Noes 88, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday the 30th 
March 1939, at the Assembly Hou8e> Calcutta. 



I^ftnp^edings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly Aiet in the Assembly House, Culcu.tta, ou Thursday, 
the 30th March, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Aziztl Hauite, (M.k.) 
in th'i Chair, 9 Ho i’ble Ministers and 204 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


Patni community. 


•291. Babu ^AOHUBUDAN SARKAR: (a) Is the Hnu’ble 
* Minister in charge of llie ('oimiiuications and Works Deparlmeui 
aware — , 

(i) that there is a coiuniunity known as the J’atni community in 
Bengal ; 

(u) that their main jn'oi'essiou is to ply over the river; 

(Hi) that their profession is gradually being usuiixmI by up-country 
men; and 

(iv) fhaf the Tatni comnumity ia gradually l)eing ousted from their 
profession ? 


(b) If* the answer to (a) is iu the affirmative, will the ITon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, do the Oovemmeut pro- 
pose to take in the mI ter? 


HIBT^n Chat 


MfNIBTEB^n charge of the COMMUNICATIOHS and WORKS 
DEPARTM^I^ .(the Hon»We Maharaja Srischandra Handy, of 
CossimbaTd^: {ft) Ye.s. 

' (iii) and (iv) A nuinlier of ferries managed by local Mies 
leased to ujvcountry men, but I eaunot say to what extent members of 
this community have been displaced. 

10 
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(6) I propose to bring the hon’ble member’s question to the x^tioe 
of the District Board and other local bodies to whom the manag^ne^t 
of public ferries has been made over, and 1 suggest that the h6n*ble 
member and others interested in the welfare of the community should 
endeavour to have the matter discussed at meetings of these bodies. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state if the Bengali Patni community have proved a 
failure in many districts? 


M^. SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer {a) 
(tii) and {tv) where it is said, “hut I cannot say to what extent members 
of this community have been displaced,” will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to direct an enquiry to ascertain the number of members 
of this community displaced? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazari 

I am afraid it will not Ix^ possible to do s«>, 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: With lefereme to the 
same answer, nanudy, (a) (in) and (/r), iv I lie rir)n'’ble Minister aware 
that Mr. Satis Das Gupta of th(‘ Khadi Pratisthan brought this to the 
notice of the tiovernment times without number? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazari 

It may be so but T am not aware. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government is quite unable to set up any 
machinery to stop this up-country invasion? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Co^imbazari 

My rej)ly to (h) will show’ what Government propose to do in the matter. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the j^Jon’ble Minister be 
' pleased to state if it is a fact that District Boards mt^ke settlement of 
public ferries by open auction and it is usually settled wt.i^ the highest 
bidder? ^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbawi 

That is so. Sir. ‘ t 



qtjjstions. 

Mumto of Executivo and Judioial Oflioors who ooniilotod SB yoon of 
' ^ • servioo and S5 yean of ago. 

*282. Mr. ABDULLAH-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department he pleased to slate— 

(j) the number df officers serving at present in Judiciary and Execu- 
tive who have completed ;t0 years’ service and 65 years of 
age; and 

(??) what steps, if any, do the Governnient (‘()ntem]>late faking with 
regard to their retirement ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): {{.) I presume that the hon’ble 
members refer to the Judicial and Executive branches of tlie Provincial 
Services. The number is seven officers in all; four in tlie Bengal Civil 
Service and three in tlie Bengal Junior Civil Service 

(ii) These were all re-einployed in 1938 for a jieriod of one year after 
reaching the age of superannuation as a temporary means of making 
good a serious deficiency of recruitment. They are all ajiproaching the 
end of their one year s term, and will all have gom* back into retire- 
ment by the end of July, 1939. 

^ Mf. PROMAIMA RANJAN THAKUR* With reference 
to answer (n) where it is said, “These were all re-employed in 1!)38 
for a period of one veni after reaehing the age of superaiinnation aa a 
temporary means of making good a .Meriou«j defieieney of recruitment,*’ 
does it mean that suitable eandiflates were not availabb*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER; No. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie 
pleased to«enligb,len us whether the same principle and policy will be 
applied in the case of Eurojiean officers, particularly in the Police 
Departmei^t? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ciuestion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL K^^IHNA CHOSP: The Hon’ble Minister says in his 
answer ‘Vith i^^rence to the Judicial and Executive branches.” I * 
want to kno^^Thether it is so in all the departments? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is outside the scope of .this question. 

* -^{After the next question was called Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood rose 
to put his supplementary question.) * 
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Mr. AfiDULLA-AL MAHMOOI>3 Tbe answer which the 

Minister has «*iven in reply to my question No. 292 is not the answer 
that was wanted. 


Mr. SPEAKER. I quite understand the point, but I should hure 
expected you to rise in your place earlier. It is my principle to give 
(the first opportunity to the member who has put the question. I looked 
at you but you did not rise in time. Then I allowed the member who 
rose to my lefi to put his question. Even after that you did not rise 
in y(»ur place. I am sorry. 


Abolition of Chatal Cirourt embankment in Midnapore. 

*268. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: {a) Is the Hon ble 

Miuisler in charge of the ('ommunicalions and Works Department 
aware — 

(/) of the abolition of the (Ihatal Circuit emhaiikniein in the district 
of Midnapore; and 

(ii) that the inhabitants of this area have received no crop at all 
for over 20 years? 

(h) If the answer to {n) is in the aflirniative, is there any desirability" 
of the (Jovernment to devise ways and means for the improvement of the 
agrieullural resource of the area mentioned? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (?) Yes. 

(Ii) All the arable land within the area yields crops and there has 
l)een no (lase of total failure within the last 20 years. 

(b) Owing to their evil effects on river conservancy, public health 
and the productivity of the soil, it is the jHilicy of Governnqent not to 
encourage any iiew’ embankments, and avS far as it is jx)88ible to do so 
without materially affecting vested interests, gradually to abandon 
existing embankments. The Ghatal ('ircuit embankment was abandon- 
ed in accordance with this policy, and I believe iviblic health and 
the productivity of the soil in the area in questioiKx have decidedly 
improved in consequence. Although in certain low area^the cultivation 
of hharif crops is not yet ]>ossible as the land hus not been raised 
sufficiently by natural silt dejwsit, boro and rabi crops are Wng grown 
in the dry season, for which purpose all reasonable irrigation facilities 
are being given. , The |K>Svsibility of improvement is also being 
examined. 
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Mr. HARENDRA NATH lOOLUl: Will the Hon ’We* 
Minister be pleased to state whether ith of the arable land vields 
crpps ? 

The Hoh'ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cosaimhazar: 

It ia very difficult ho pive the exact proportion, 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARi MAITI: Will the llon’hle Minister b,- 
pleased to slate the area affected by the discontinnance of the einbanh- 
ment? 


.The Hoh’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Conimbazart 

I think it is a bit? area foil it is difficult fo jrlve any idea nbonf the 
size. 

Mfa SURENDRA NATH BISWASs Will the Iloii’ble Munster he 
pleased to state whether hetore al)andoinn;x tliat (onhaiilvnuMit Govern- 
ment did consider the^faet tfiat th(' ahandc-nment would affect a lnr>s»“e 
area of arable land fit for cultivation 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Government took all thiims into < <>nsith*r:il ion and was of o])inioii that 
, the sUite of tliinf’\s»would Iud \\oi>e il .tlH‘ (‘inhanKnient \\a‘' not uhan- 
doned. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon blc Minister be 
pleased to state it in the case of partial fi.ilure of crops there would 
be a remission of rent by the Goveinment ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

That is more than T can say. 


Mr. NJKUNilA BEHARi MAITI; With reiereiice to answer (b) 
where it is said “that all reasonable irrigation facilities are being 
given,” what are those reasonable irrigation facilities? 


The Hoti’ble M^^raja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I believe ,tbe .sm^ler waterways in that area are always available for 
irrigating tl^nand. 


•Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: vVith relercnce to his answer 
(i), last li ne, “the possibility of improvement is also being examined,'* 
win the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what the scheme which 
be has in view regarding the improvement of the area? 
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* Tife Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of cJssimbazar: 

It is very difficult to give an idea as to the exact method which would 
be ultimately employed for the improvement of the land. But there 
are very man> factors wln’di have got to be taken into (consideration 
including the right in waterways by private parties and the policy 
which the Dejuirtment is following in this directfon. We are 
to raise the level of the land by the de|K)sition of silt of the river with 
the least possible damage to the standing crops. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, so long as suflScient improvement is not made, 
Government will grant compensation for the loss incurred by the culti- 
vators in the affected areas? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I do not think, Sir, that i1 is a practical pro])osition 


Appointment of Inspectors and Auditors in Co-operative Department 
in the regime of the Hon’ble Minister. 

*294. Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Oledit and^Eural Indebtedness^ 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many Tusi>ectors and Auditors have been appointed during 
his regime; 

(h) how many of them are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 

(c) how many of them have been appointed from each district; 

(d) what are their qualifications; 

(e) how many have been appointed from the district of Pabna; 

(/) how many candidates applied for these posts from this district; 
(ff) what are their qualifications; « 

(/j) how many of them are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 

(?) whether any Muslim has been appointe(l from the district of 
Pabna; „ ^ 

(;') if the answer to (t) is in the negatire, the r^K^n for the eiclu- 
sion of He Pabna district; 


.X 


(k) have some districts been given special ^refereil^^e to other 

districts ; 

(l) Vhat was the basis on which the appointments were made; anjl 

(m) how man.f In8|>ectors and ^Auditors have been appointed from 

districts of Bakarganj and Khulna, respectively? 
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MIHIIfER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREOfT mi 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the iHon’ble Mr. 
Mukunda Behary Mullick): [a) Inspectors 26 and Auditors 40. 

(6), (c) and (vt) Two statements are laid on the Library table. 

(d) All were graduates, excepting two undergraduates a]ipointed as 

Auditors. • 

(e) and (?) None; two were selected for training, but one refused and 
the other resigned while under training. 

(/), (g) and (/<) Information is not available. 

(j) Does not arise. 

(k) No. 

*(/) The hon’ble member is referred to the reply given in this House 
on the 22nd February, 1938, to starred (juestion No. 52 and to (he replies 
made to the supjdementary (]ueRtious. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With i(>ti nMice to answer {a), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be j>l(*ase(l to state wli(‘tbei these* appointiiH'nts 
were mad(‘ on tlu* recotinnemlat ion of the Ibiblic Service Fommissiony 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. Sir 

Mr. PROMATIJA RANJAN THAKUR : With n‘jerenee to answor 
(d), will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why he took two 
under-gunluates y Wliat is tin* miriimiirn (jualiti<‘a( ion for appointment 
as auditor F 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: InteinK-diute. 

Mr. SYED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: With ret erene.e to answer 
(/), (g) and (//), will the TTon’ble Minister be jileased to state the reason 
why the information is not availabb?? 

The Ron’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: i may refr(‘sh 
the memory of the honouraiile mendier by reminding him of the answer 
that I gave to questions ot this nature for a number of times. There I 
mentioned that^all tjl^se applieatio^is were referred to tlie District Magi.s- 
trates for maki/p jireliminary selections, and only (hose that were ^ 
recommende^^t^iine here. Therefore, tlm information is not available, 

.Mr. 8 yED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Are not the member.s of the Hou.se entitled to havi* the iniormation 
that has been a.sked forr^ Is it not debarring the members of this HoufW) 
from their legitimate rights and privileges'^ The information asked 
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for hejTj^ jcpujd have been obtained from the respective District Officers. 
I submit, it encroaches upon the rights and privileges of the ipembertt 
of this House, and I hope you will ask the Hon^ble Minister to give % 
proper reply to this question. 

Mfi SPEAKER: I feel that sometimes it is simply impossible to 
gather all information in connection with the applications made fol* 
vacant posts. As a matter of fact, there were some posts vacant in our 
department, and if I am asked as to how many applications were filed 
for those posts, perhaps I would have given even a stronger reply than 
whal the Hon’ble Minister has given. Ro far as the question of your 
right of liaving a reply is concerned, T cannot help you, even if 
such information is available in the Secretariat, if the Hon’ble Minister 
does not give any rei)ly exc.ejU saying that he will try to obtain 
information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hh Minister be 
pleased to state vvliy two uiider-graduates were taken? 

The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Bei aiise they 

did ve?y well at tin* competitive examination. 

Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state to \\hi<’h districts these two candiilat(“< belo'iig? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as 1 

remember, one oomes from Mymensingb and the other from 
Bakarganj. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: m m 

80 5R appoint W ^ under training 

include ^ fiPvRt? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: AU of them 

along with others were subjected to a training at the end of which they 
were examined and on the result of that examination the appointments 
have been made. 


Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference toX^wer (e) and 
(i), will the Hon ’ble» Minister be pleased to state whetherVone or both 
of them were Hindus? \ 


The *Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I want 

pptice. 
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Mr* 8IBNATH BANERJEE: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many candidates have been placed under training? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I think I 
gave an answer to such a question in February lust. If I remember 
aright, 48 were placed under training for auditorship and 32 for 
inspectorship. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will tho Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what were the reason.s for refusal by one and resignation by 
another while under training ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It all depend- 
ed upon their personal liking. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state whether (Toverninent think that those gentlemen who jKissess 
the degree of B.A .ire superior to those who do not jvossivss that degree 
in all respects? , 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is all a (piestion of thinking. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: m mua 

liraining d auditor <£|^< inspector «nT¥‘» 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALr Will the Hon ble Munster be 
pleased to state if any ajiixiintinents were ma<le out of the list which 
was sent over to the Public Service Commission for scrutiny .just before 
the beginning of this session? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that (piestion arise? It does not appear 
tliat any list was sent to the Public Service Commission. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In reply to the supplementary 
question of my friend Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen, viz., whether these 
appointments were ^de on the rewimmendation of the Public Servic^e 
Commission, the J^on’hle Minister has said that there has l>een no 
reoommendatio^^f the Public Service Oornmission so far. And that 
fs why I further information if any applications have been sent 

to the Public; Service Commission for recommendation. 

The Him’ble Mr. MUKUMDA BEHARY |iULLICK: ku not 

with respect to inspectors and auditors. 
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Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that these candidates proved incom- 
petent, and that afterwards one was forced to resign? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Ilou’ble Minister aware that a 
number of such candidates have been interviewed by the Public Service 
Commission on the understanding that they would be appointed in 
the Co-operative Department as Auditors or Inspectors? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ifon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state for what services under the Hon’ble Minister such interviews 
were being arranged? Was it for Debt Settlement Officers? 

i 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 do not quite 
underniand the honourable member’s question. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which wiere liud on the table) 

Annual Report of Local Audit Department) 1936^7. 

109. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: {m Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in eliarge of the Lo(*al Self-(iovernm^nt Depart- 
ment been drawn to tbe remarks incorporated in the Annual Tlepoit on 
the Working of tbe Local Audit Department for the yei.r 19-16-37 
published by the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment, Government of Bengal, at page 25 under heading TJX (B) illegal 
and unauthorised or excess expenditure in paragA^ih 5()(//) to the effect 
**Dinajpur — A caterpillar tractor arid road graderSvas' purchased at a 
cost of Rs. 16,703 without obtaining the previmKisanction of the 
Commissioner of the Division and Superintending Engh^er” ? 

(h) Who is or are responsible for tbe unauthorised expenditure? 

(o) .What steps, if any, have been taken to remedy the defect? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the aforesaid caterpillar 
tractor and road grader has been giving no service? 



1939.] 


QUESTIONS. 


139 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on belMlf of the Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department): (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c) Under the rules, the District Board should have obtained 
the approval of the Divisional Commissioner, through the Inspector of 
Local Works, to the estimate of the cost of the machine. This approval 
was, however, subsequently obtained. 

(d) The machine is reported to have given satisfactory service for 
three seasons and to be now awaiting repairs. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With rcfeicncc to answers (h) 
and (c), will the HoiCble Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when this 
approval was obtained — how long after tlie purchase? 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Shortly aftei. 1 have not 
got the date, and I would like to hav(* noti<«‘ if the honourable nieinber 
wants to have mor<‘ detinit(“ information. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Did the llon'hlc .Minister enquire 
why the rules ri'fiMred to in answjMs ih) ami {(') >\(*r(' not observed in 
this case involving a heaw exjiendituie of K.s l(i,(HM) and odd? 

Mr. SPEAKER: These rule^ ari* for ohservunce hy the District 
•Boards. When they did not ftbtain th(‘ apjirovul. how could the Hoirble 
'Minister know that this was not done? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL:^!s the Ifon’ble Minister aware that 
the rules referred to in answers (h) and (r) were not observed in this case? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: How can 1 say that? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, how can tin* ITon’Ide Minister say that? 

. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: My ijm*stion was that the rules were 
not obsei^ed. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to states wh^^ct ion, if an>, has been taken by Government? 

Tho HonJ^Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: No iw'iion has been taken 
because tb^^ecesshry consent had been obtained of the Divisional 
Commissioner. 

% 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, my quMtion h«» not been 
Answered. 
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Mf. SPEAKER: What Mr. Kundu wants to know is that in view of 
the faet that the District Board did obtain the approval of the Divisional 
Commissioner, and that why such approval was obtained subsequently, 
and whether the Divisional Commissioner has taken steps to avoid such 
violation of the rules. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No steps have been taken 
because, I suppose, the Divisional Commissioner did not think this 
mcitter sufficiently important to take any steps. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, T submit that my question 
(h), vi/., “Who is or are responsible for the unauthorised expenditure’\ 
lias not been answered. 

Mr. SPEAKER; That (piestion hardly arises. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I want to know, Sir, who took 
the initiative. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (jueslion does not arise at all. and even if it 
does, it is a matter for the Distriid Board to answer. It is with pp’eat 
reluctancje that T admitted this question. The opinion of my depart- 
ment was that it was not admissible: vet T thought tliat, in view of the 
fact that then* was violation of souk* rule,,! should i.llow it ; but T can’t, 
allow you to jmt (piestions about matters uhich do not coim* within the 
administrativi’ control of (lovernment 1 boju* you will realise my 
point. T am, liowever, (juite pnqiared to allow you to find out the 
responsibility of (Tovernmcnf in tin* matter. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleas(*d to state wbethor this unautboris(‘d expenditure was made on 
the initiative of the Chairman of the Distri<*t Board or by virtue of a 
reg'iilatioii ? 

Mr. SPEAKER; Tliat (piestioii does not arise. 


Reports by the Circle Officer, Hajiganjp against seme ex-P f 

Union Boards of his circle. V 

110. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR; (a) W^l the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge o{ the Local Self-Government Departn^t be pleased 
to state w’hether it is a fact that the Circle Offioel-, Haji^nj, in the 
district of Tippera, submitted reports against some ex-Presidents of 
Union his circle to the Subdivisional Officer, Chandpur, for 

not making over charge of Union Board records to the newly elected 
Presidents after the last election of Union Board Presidents? 
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(6) If the answer to (o) is in the afSnnative. will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state how many such reports against ex- 
Presidents were submitted by the Circle Officer. Hajigani. up to the 
3l8t Deceoiber, 1938 r* 

(c) Who are those persons (Presidents and clerksi against whom 
«ucli reports were submitted? 

(d) In bow many of such cases notices to show caiisi* a^-ainst criminal 
prosecution were issued by the Subdivisional Officer, Oliandpur? 

(e) AVill the Hon hie Minister be pleased to lay on tlie table a state- 
ment showing, name by name — 

(i) the dates on which reports were to be submitted; and 

(ii) the dates of issuing? notices agfainst criminal prosecutions 

thereon ? 

The Htm'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) and {h) Only one such 
report was submitted. 

(c) Kx-Presideul Maulvi Jonuli Ali Majumdar. and his clerk 

Maulvi Abdus Sobhan*Majumdar. 

(d) One. 

(e) (/) No direction lor submission of such re])ort was g-iven by the 
Subdivisional Officer. 

• (ii) 14th T)(*cenri)er, 1938^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Betoie a supjdemcntar\ <}uestion is put, I would 
only appeal to the iiKunhers that if*there is any likelihood of a ipiestion 
beingr pot aft'eeding- the member him.self, it is only pioper that the 
question sliould not he s<*nt in his own name. It does not look widl. It 
is very desiiahle that we in this Assembly slionld stick to a certain 
standard of ilei-orum, and that standard r(‘qiiires ~ and it is only fair — 
that a <iiigsti()n \^ }li(‘}| is Iit<d\ to affect the member himself should not 
be sent in fiis own name. 

• 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the lion hie Minister aware 
of the fact that the clerk of the ex-President did not allow the records 
to be taken from the yinion hoard officf*? 

Th® Hon'bjp^Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware of any 
such fact, • 

Wr, DNfRCNDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’hle Minis^r aware 
of the fact that though there was no order of prosecution against the 
ex-President, ‘’till a notice to show cause was issueil? 
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The Hoffble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAUDY; Sir, I faifth understand 
the question . Who is to give the order ? 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: In the ordersheet of the Sub- 
divisional OflSrer there was no order that a notice should be issued on- 
the ex-President to show cause why he should not be prosecuted, an^ 
still, Sir, such notice was issued on him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 again fail to 
undertsand the (jnestion because the question itself says that the notice 
was issued by the Subdivisional Officer. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: But against whom? The 
question was that tliere were a good many reports against ex-Presidents, 
but there was no order by the Subdivisional Officer that notice should 
be issued against the ex-President in question. As a matter of fact, the 
notice to show cause why he should not be prosecuted was issued on the 
ex-President. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: ] do not understand your question either. The 
question itself says: ^‘Whether it is a fact that the Circle Officer, Haji- 
ganj, in the district (»f Tippera, submitted reports against some ex-Presi- 
dents of Union Boards of his circl(‘ to t]ie,Subdivisii')nal Officer, Chand-^ 
pur, for not making over charge of Union Board records.*' 


Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But there was no order in the 
order-sheet of the Subdivisional Officer that the notice should be issued 
against the ex-President, and yt‘t the notice was issued on him under the 
signature of the Subdivisional Officer. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. That is a matter for 

departmental filt. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact tliat, liesides the notice served on him, search warrants were 
issued against the ex-President and, against the\jerk in question, to 
search the houses of the ex-President of the union bc?y;^ and the clerk? 


The Hdn’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am uui aw\^ic ui that 
fact at all. I would only suggest. Sir, that if the honourable member 
knows so much about this matter and wants to elicit further informa- 
tion, he should ask •questions in a proper form. 
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Mft DHFft'^IIDRA ^NATH' t^ATTAs Is the Hon’ble Minister &ware 
that these things were done, because the ex-President happens to he a 
* member of the Opposition? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat question does not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALl: Will the Ibm’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the <diarge of ofbce was handetl over to the ofhee clerk only 
because the notice was served on him? 

The Hoffl’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No, Sir. I do not know 
anything about it. 


Cirltivatiofi of Tung oil trees in Bengal. 

111. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Uon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Veterinary Department be pleased to state 
whether any attempt has so far been made for the cultivation of Tung 
oil trees in Bengal ? 

(h) If so, with what results? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bleiMr. Tamizuddin Khan): Yes 

(h). Cultivation is still in the exiH*rimental stage and it is tfK) earlv 
to say what the results may be. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Ilon’bb* Minister be pleased to state 
the place or places where this experiment is being made? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In the Botanical Cardens. 

Mr. P. *BANERJI: Will the lion’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the area ijivolved in the (oiltivation 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The area must neeessarily 
be very small. • 

Mr. P. BAMTOJI: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that in Bihar 
and Assam y^^iments were starte^l some 5 years .ago? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In the AsHam tea- 
gardens this experiment is still going on, but I do not know aifvthing 
about Bihar. 
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Mr. 8YE0 JALALUObfN HA8HEMY: *liie Hoii’ble 

Hinister explain wLat is this Tung oil? 

Mr^ SPEAKER: Mr. Banerji will be able to enlighten you better 
((Laughter.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it permissible under Goy<^- 
ment rules for private parties to carry on experiments like this? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That you can find out tor yourself. (Laughter.) 


East Ifidian Railway Co-operative Credit Society. 

112. Miss P. B. BELL-HART: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Ch*edit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state whether any frauds have been detected in the East 
Indian Railway Co-operative Credit Society? 

(h) It the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of such frauds; and 

(ii) the total amount involved? ,i 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to institute an investiga- 
tion ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes. 

(h) (/) Two and (/V) Rs. 15,510. 

(c) and (d) As both the cases were investigated by the x^lice, no 
further investigation is thought necessary. 


Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: AVith reference to 
answer (d), in which the Hon’ble Minister says : “As both the cases 
were investigated by the police, no further investigation is thought 
necessary”, in cases of fraud is it not desirable t^K^ there should be a 
departmental investigation in spite of the police invWigation? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICkt The East 
India Railway Co-operative Credit Society does not come under ouf 
control at all. It is their concern, and the matter was brought to the 
notice of the police. 
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R«i HARllNDRA NATH CHAUDHURI I What wm the neeulte 
of the police investigation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKt The first case 
fraud was investigated by the police. The police sent up for trial 
the person suspected, and the case ended in an acquittal. In the second 
case for misappropriation of money the clerk was handed over to tKe 
police, but as he made good the amount the prot'eedings against him 
Whre withdrawn, but he was however removed from service. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: In view of the answer just 
given by the Hori’ble Minister, is he not still pi*e pared to make a 
departmental enquiry? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There has been a judicial decision resulting in 
an acquittal. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Quite so, Sir. But from 
the Hon’ble Minister’s reply it appears, on the fare of it, that there 
was defalcation. One case ended in an acquittal, and in another case 
the proceedings weie withdrawn. Hut, ail the sanjc, there was defalca- 
tion in the department, and I want to know whether tin* Hon’ble 
Minister is willing to make an enquiry? 

• • • , . . 

Mr. SPEAKER: That the Hon’ble Minister has already answered 

by 8a%dng that it does no\ come under his jurisdiction. 

Mr. 8URENORA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to take any departmental action against those persons who 
are known to he a party to the defalcation? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How (an he do so? 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I submit, Sir, that, 
according to law, he can do so undoubtedly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as I 

know, these peisons^did not serve binder my department. They served 
under the Eas^ndia Railway. 

Mr. PI|((mATRA RANJAN THAKURS In view of the answer of 

thr Hon’ble Minister that his department has got nothing to do with 
the Railway Co-operative Credit Society, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the good of admitting thw question? 

11 
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Mrb •FEAKifiS If I knew ikat tlie Cooperative Has 

notHing to do with this society, I would not have admitted it. 

Mr. SURENDRA MbHAN MAITRA: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Railway Co-operative Credit Society is under 
the control of the Co-operative Department, that is, under the 
Registrar F 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as 

audit is concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state if these two defalcations were as a result of negligence 
or want of sufficient caution on the part of auditors and inspectors of 
the department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The accounts 
cHE this society were not audited by the auditors of the department at 
all. It was done by independent auditors. 


GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, in ihe unavoidable 
absence of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill, I beg to present 
the report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Bengal Money-lendere Bill. 

Mr. BREAKER: Yesterday, you might remember, I discussed the 
question of time-table of the Bengal Money-lenders Bill. Since then, 
I find that Government is proposing not to have any session for about 
10 days in April, and probably another week towards the end. I have 
been rather led to think that whenever there has been any important 
legislation like the Bengal Tenancy or any other legislation like this, 
we find that amendments come in such a way that' it is sometimes 
difficult for the pailies to find out what will be their attitude in the 
^matter. So I thought that the best way to meef the situation and 
part give all parties an opportunity to consider this Bill would be this ; 
CVi the two days fixed for the purpose, I propose, for the present, to 
lakie up only the « general discussion, namely, whether it should He 
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Miommitted or it should be sent to the Select Oommittee or some such 
tiiitigs. After that, if there is still one or two minor points, we migfht 
tnhe them up, otherwise we migrht postpone the discussion. 

What I propose further is that I will give all parties opportunity 
to reconsider all the amendments and, in case, any party desires that 
any fresh amendments are necessary with a view to make an adjustment 
between the different interests, I shall be very glad to accept them^ 
say, till about 10 days after the print is available to the members. I 
am doing it with a view to facilitate discussion at a later stage. Will 
that suit all parties? I would ask the Hon’ble the Home Minister what 
date would be convenient to begin after the general discussion. 
Probably it would be (‘onvenient to begin towards the end of April. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the next date 
available will be Monday, the Ist of May. 

Mr. SPEAKER: W^hat I propose is that the general discussion 
should take place on the drd and 4th of April and I will be prepaiwd 
to accept amendments* till the 15th of April. I hope that individual 
members will refrain from bringing in ainendinents hut that they 
should do so on party basis. If any party finds that a particular 
amendment is necessary, T shall be very glad to consider it, provided 
it is sent in time. I should like to know whether the members would 
like to take up the general discussion of the Money-lenders Bill on the 
3rd and 4th April as fixed in the agenda paper. It would probably be 
convenient not to disturb the agenda because the consideration of the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 5ill will take some time. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: May I k now if the general 

discussion will be over on the 4th? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, it will be over on the •Ird, but, in case, it 
is not, I will certainly close the discussion on the 4tb. 1 do not think, 
general discussion will take more than two days. 

Mr. BEBi PROSAD KHAITANi Sir, may I know when the dia- 

cussion will take place after the 4th of April ? 

. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ist May. With regard to amendments, I might 
say that if »^y pai;ty or an individual member satisfies* me that a parti* 
cnlar ameniJment is vitally necessary, I shall be quite prepared to accept 
it tiU the 15th of April, but ordinarily not beyond that. A^ier the 
16th April, you can send it, but I shall have to accept it with the 
greatest reluctance. In any ease, I will not shut out any amendment 
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i| it is vitally necessary, but ordinarily I think the diffeirent parties 
will get enough time to consider their attitude towards the Bill and 
in case they desiie to put in amendments, I hope they will send them 
by the 16th of April. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARIS Sir, what is the use of the general dis- 
cussion P You know very well that the Money-lenders Bill was referred 
to the Select Committee after a long discussion in the House and 
when it was referred to the Select Committee, the House was committed 
to the principles of the Bill. Thereafter it took the Select Committee 
about a month to discuss the clauses from day to day and they have 
arrived at the decision as we find in the Select Committee Beport. 
Now, by general discussion, may I know, how it will improve the 
situation in any way? 

Mfi SPEAKER: I understand that the question of competency of 
the Ijegislature is a matter which is likely to be raised. I do not 
think I can shut out an issue like this. Secondly, the question of 
recommittal has been raised by a good number of members, and I under- 
stand that there is likely to be a good deal of discussion on this. 

Mr. OEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I am going to raise the constitu- 
tional question as to whether all the provisions of the Bill are intra 
vires or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, that will also be t'onsidered at that time. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: May I know, Sir, what business 
will be taken up on the 5th and 6th ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Other Government business. 

The Bengal Finanoe Bill, 19S9. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now begin discussion on the Bengal 
Finance Bill. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stan^ part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2, 

Thd* question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 3. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAHJAN BARKER: I beg to mo^e that 

in clause 3 (i), line 1, before the words ‘‘Every person” the words “As 
from the first day of April, 1939” be inserted. 

Sir, this amendment is necessary in order to remove any doubt as 
to the date from which the tax will take effect. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALES I beg to move that in clause 3 (1), 
in line 1, after the word “income-tax” the words “amounting to 
rupees three hundred and upwards annually” he inserted. 

In moving this amendment I know that j^erhaps I may not be happy 
in my figure, but it does not really matter. All that mutters is that 
the principle underlying the amendment should be considered. The 
principle underlying the amendment is that exemption should Ik? panted 
to the man who cannot pay. A man who is somehow earning his 
living and has an incxyne of something like Rs. 300 a month, if exempt- 
ed, would indeed feel greatly relieved. There are two objections raised 
with reference to that point. The first objection is that under the 
rules of the Income-Tax Aci. (Government will not be able to get proof 
regarding the income of various persons, but as a matter, of fact if we 
examine this objettion we shall find that there is no substance in it 
for the simple reason that the man who is assessed will himself take 
the burden of proving that he earns an income of Rs. 300 and no more. 
It is true that the (lovernment of India will not supply the details, but 
that does not prevent the man himself frojii a.sking for exemption. 
Everybody who wants to claim exemption under this clause will have 
to prove his own case. The onus of proof lies upon him. 

Perhaps the second objection will be this: under the slab system 
a man is given an exemption up to Rs. 1,500, that is to say, Up to the 
first Rs. *1,500 of the man’s income no tax will be assessed. That is 
true, but on the other hand upon the balance, say, Rs. 2,100, taking for 
example^n income of Rs. 300 a month, the incxime-tax instead of being 
6 pies in the rupee will be 9 pies in the rupee, and if you will work 
out the figures you will find that the benefit that he gets is only 
Rs. 14-1, so that as a matter of fact the provincial (Government is now 
trying to take'away the little benefit which the poor man receives under ^ 
the new slab system. After all when the Central (Government framed 
this Act and also put in the schedule they intendM to benefit the poor 
man. Wlfat is the Government of Bengal going to do nowV The 
benefit that is being given by one hand is going to be taken away with 
the other hand. I wish to place the following before you •for your 
consideration— Ought not the poor man to be exempted ? Never mind 
the figures, just do what is reasonable, and see that the ggmn gets hii 
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exemption. After all I ask that something equitable and reasonable 
should be done. With these remarks I move the amendment for the 
consideration of the House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I will not move the amendment 
standing in my name but I feel called upon to oppose the motion moved 
by Mr. Sarker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will allow you an opportunity to speak after all 
the motions on clause No. 3 have been moved. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: 1 beg to move that in clause 
3 (7), in line 1, after the word ‘‘income-tax” the words ‘‘on an income 
over three thousand rupees” be inserted. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I beg to move that in clause 
3 (7), in line 2, after the figure “1922” the words “having an income 
of rui>ees five thousand or over” be inserted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that in clause 
3 (/), in line 2, after the figure “1922” the woi;d8 “for an income 
exceeding rui)ee8 five thousand” be inserted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 3 (1), in line 2, after the figure 
*'1922” the words “for an inceme excecnling rupees three thousand” 
be inserted. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: I beg to move that in clause 3 (f), 
in clause 3, after the word “earnings”, the words “except the salary 
ol a meml)er of Legislature as such” be inserted. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that kin clause 

8 0). line 8, for the word “thirty” the word “five” be substituted. 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (/), line 8, for the word “thirty” the 
word “ten” be substituted. , 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (i), line 8, for the word “tdiirty” 
Hie word “fifteen” b« substituted. 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (7), line 8, for the wor)l “thirty*^ 
ibe word “twenty” be substituted. ^ 

I beg to move that in clau.se 3 (7), line 8, for the word “thirty” 
the word “twenty-five” be substituted. ^ < 
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Mr. Sh A. GOMESs I beg to move that aftar dtnao 8 (/) Imt htforo 
the explanation, the following be inserted, namely 

“This tax shall not be payable by those whose incdme or salary 
from the said profession, trade, calling or employment does 
not exceed Rs. 3,600 per year“. 

BalM NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I beg to move that after clause 
3 (i), the following proviso be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that in no case shall the tax be greater than the amount 
of income-tax paid”. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: 1 beg to move that in clause 3 (.^), line 3, for 
the words “the amount of the tux shall” the words “Ten per cent, of 
the Tax may” be substituted. 

Babli PREMHARI BARMA: 1 beg to move that in clause 3 (3)^ 
line 8, for the words “^(juul to the amount” the words “not exceeding 
ten per cent.” be substituted. 

I beg to move that in the proviso to clause 3 (.5), lines 2, 3 and 4, 
the words and figure “if the tax be paid prior to the filing of a certifi- 
cate under section 4 of the Bengal Public Demands Rer^^jvery Act, 
•1913” be deleted. • 

Khan Bahadur MGHAMMED ALI: 1 Ug to move that after clause 
3 (1) but before the explanation. , the following proviso 1)© inserted, 
namely : — 

“Provided that nothing in this vsul>-sectiuu shall authorise the levy 
of more than thirty iu[)eeH as tax payable by any person for 
any financial year”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will first ask Mr. Premhari Barmu to speak ou 
his motion. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA EANYAL: Sir, shall we not have an oppir- 
tuifity to speak^on the Hon’ble M|. Sarker’s amendment? 

Mr. SPEAKER • All the amendments will be discussed now, and 
you will gej an opportunity to speak. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA EANYAL: I only hope you won’t forget me. 

f • 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are too difficult to be forgotten. 
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Mm raCMHARI SARM'As This Bill prc^xwes to impose tax on 
prolessioii, trade, calling, and employment. These are the mat tears 
which are included in item lifo. 46 of the second list of the 7th Schedule. 
I beg to submit that the membership of the Legislature is neither a 
trade, nor a calling, nor a profession. Therefore, this tax cannot he 
imposed upon the salary of the members of the Legislature. 

Rai HARENRRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why do you interpret 
the Act like that ? 

Babii PREMHARI BARMA: It is not a trade, it is not a calling, 
therefore this tax cannot be imposed on the salaries ol menit)eis of the 

Legislature. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Quite so. 

BilMl PREMHARI BARMA; Sir, 1 have moved this amendment 
in order to make this point clear. If this is not clearly stated in the 
Bill then those who will be in charge of assessing income-tax will not 
look to the provision of the Government of India Act or to the second 
list of the VII Schedule, and those who pay income-tax will have to 
pay also this tax, but under the provisions we cannot impose any tax 
on the salary of the meml)er8 of the Legislature. So, I think that this 
amendment is necessary to make it clear that those who will be in. 
charge of assessment will not include the salary of the members of 
the Legislature. With these words, Sir, 1 commend my fhotion for 
the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYAL; I just want to say a few w^ords 
about the last-moment surprise sprung upon us by the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister. I oppose this amendment on grounds of principle. 
I feel that no piece of legislation which is likely to tax the jjeople 
should have any retrospective effect. So far as the provisions of this 
Bill are concerned, we know that they can only be effective from the 
date when the Bill receives His Excellency’s consent. Now the Hon’bla 
the Finance Minister suggests that it would have effect as from the 
1st April, 1939. If he had some embarrassment due to the tact that 
the Finance Bill could not be ptissed in time before the next financial 
year has commenced, of course it is not for us to help him out of that 
embarraasment, and it is not for him also to throw away the salutary 
principle of not imjfcsing taxation with retrospective effect just because 
of some technical embarrassment. I, therefore, - suggest to him that 
he should carefully consider whether he should insist upon this and 
open out avenues for further trouble in future, for there may be other 
pieces of legislatidh on which also it may be insisted that they should 
have retrogoective effect. We have already before us another pieoe of 
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bg^»latioii where some members may be inaisting^ upon a retrospective 
4iie and pfrobably at that moment the same difficulty will arise, and> 
Ihierefore, I am holding out a warning to the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister that he should think twice Wfore he would press for this last 
mementos amendment. 

Khan Bhhailur MOHAMfl'ED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my amend* 
ment is to make one point clear — because it may be questioned later 
or there may be some misunderstanding or doubt — that a person having' 
different sources of income may not be liable to taxation more than 
once. If a man has a profession of his own and also has some business 
of his own he may be called upon to pay the tax from })oth sources 
of income. This proviso is to make it absolutely (dear that a i)er8on 
having a profession or a calling or employment will have to pay the 
tax only once. With these words I commend my motion for the 
acceptance of the House, 

Mf. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Si^eaker. Sir, the amend* 
ments that have been moved by me will clearly show that 1 want to do 
away with a certain ini(|uity in this Bill. This Bill, Sir, is very iniqui- 
tous. A person who has g(d an income of Rs. 2,000 will be taxed at 
the rate of Rs. JtO a year and a person who has got an income of 
Rs. 20,00,000 will be taxed at the same rate of Rs. 30. The Hon’blo 
• the Finance Minister is not probably now aware of the difficulties of 
persops who have a minimum income of Rs. 2,000. So, Sir, my amend- 
ment is this that a person who has got an income of Rs. f5,000 only 
should be taxed. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister must remember 
that a lawyer who carries on his profession in the mufassil court shall 
have to pay a licence fee of Rs. 25 for can-ying on the inofession and 
if he lives in a municipal town he will have to jmy a municipal fee and 
further he will have to pay an income-tax of Rs. JjO. Sir, bring t#> 
your mind the picture of a j)er8on who has got an income of only 
Rs. 2,000* and who has got a family consisting of 20 members ! It is 
very difficult for him to pay the income-tax, the licence fee and further 
the municipal fee. Oftentimes such a person takes time to pay the 
inemne-tax and oftentimes writs are issued against those persons ior 
the realisation of the income-tax. If such a man has to pay a further 
tax of Rs. 30, it will he indeed very difficult for him. So my sulwnis- 
gion is — thougK I am quite sure that submissions from this side of the 
Hou. 9 e are not accepted— that if the Finance Minister cannot accept * 
my amendment, i.e., for an income exceeding Rs. 5,000, let him accept^ 
the amendment wfiich speaks of an income exceeding Rs. 3,000 a year, 
i.e., Rs. 250 per month. A person who has got an income of Rs. 175 
per month has a very, very low income. As a matter of fact it will 
cause serious hardship to such persons. The Hen'hle the Finance 
Minister probably has forgotten the difficulties of such perions by now 
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because of the princely income that he is now getting and the Hon’blA 
Ministers will not be able to understand the difficulties of such persons 
because all of them have ^ot their fat income, fat salaries and fat 
allowances. They have forgotten the difficulties of persons who have tb 
maintain a large family with a minimum annual income of Rs. 2,000. 
My submission is that the Hon^ble the Finance Minister may be 
persuaded to accept the amendment which speaks of an income of 
Bs. 3,000. Then, Sir, an attempt has been made to reduce the amount 
of tax from Rs. 30 to Rs. 25, Rs. 20, Rs. 15, Rs. 10 and Rs. 5. Of 
course the amount is very small. The difference of Rs. 5 may appear 
to be very small but to us poor people the difference of Rs. 5 makes much. 
If the Hon’ble^the Finance Minister cannot accept these amendments, 
I hope he may be persuaded to accept the amendment where it is 
suggested that instead of the word ‘^thirty*’ the word “twenty” may be 
substituted, so that we may be saved a sum of Rs. 10. To us poor people 
Rs. 10 means much. Though I have the greatest hesitation in moving 
these amendments because they will not be accepted I feel it is my duty 
to place them before the House so that the case of the middle-class 
persons may not be forgotten. Of course the agriculturists will not have 
to pay and we have to make allowance for the agriculturists. At the 
same time it should not be forgotten that most of us are here because 
of the agitation — the constitutional agitation — that was carried on by 
the middle-class people. Since the year 1885 when the Congress was 
first started, the constitutional agitation was begun by the middle-classes*, 
to which we all belong, and it is with the object of saving the middle- 
class family that I have brought forward this amendment. But for the 
agitation by the members of the middle-class families, we would not 
have got the present constitution and would not have been here. 

Mr. 8UREHORA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 know the fate of my 
motion. Still 1 should make an appeal to the members opposite. I 
have heard the honourable members of the Coalition Party very often 
aay that Government are running the administration at a very high 
cost, and they also think that Government should reduce the expendi- 
ture. But the Hon’ble the Finance Minister instead of m«dLing any 
retrenchment of the costs of administration has come before us with a 
further taxation measure. I do not think that the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister has been able to make out a case for further taxation, as he 
has failed to effect any retrenchnient . I, however, Appeal to the 
• Hon’ble Minister of Finance and the honourable members opposite t© 

, at least support m^ amendment that the additional tax should be 
assessed on a minimum income of Rs. 5,000 and not Rs. 2,000 as 
proposed in the Bill. My friend Mr. Datta has suggested a minimum 
assessable income to be Re. 3,000, but 1 insist that the minimum should 
he Rs. 5,000. Onl> the other day the Hon'ble the Finance Minister told 
us that a person having a monthly income of Rs. 165 a month was solvent 
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fP0ugh to pay this tax. My honourable fmoid, the Fiaanoe Mioieter, 
haying a princely income and a palatial home may say things like that, 
hut we, poor people, and also those having incomes which on an average 
do not exceed Rs. 400, not to speak of Rs. 165 per month, know where 
the shoe pinches ; we know how difficult it is for those whose income is 
such or less to carry on their daily life. We know how much they have 
to spend even for the maintenance of their family, not to speak of other 
necessary expenses. If they have to live like men, they should not be 
penalised with any further tax. I appeal to the honourable members 
opposite to consider whether they would allow Rs. 2,000 to be the 
minimum assessable income or whether they should fix it at Rs. 5,000 
for the purposes of this new tax. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr Speaker, Sir, a Bill 
of this t>T)e was long overdue. I congratulate the Hon’hle the Finance 
Minister (cries of “Hear, hear” from the Coalition Benches) for intro- 
ducing this Bill. Sir, our policy is maximum taxation for people who 
can afford to pay, if it is in the intere.st and for the benefit of the poor. 
Our policy is also minimum taxation for the poor, or no taxation, if 
possible. Sir, I wish also in anticipation to congratulate him if he 
explores further av^iues of taxation. Sir, there is ample scope for 
further taxation, viz., the Turf Club ami the Behala Dog Racing. 
When 'the •Hon ’ble the Finance Minister will rise up to reply to these 
things, I would request him to tell us why the Bill which was intro- 
duced by the Government — I mean the Bengal Amusement Bill — which 
opens up another scope for fresh taxation, was not moved, although a 
date for that particular Bill was fixed. I agree with my friend, Mr. 
Abu Hossain Sarkar, who has suggested that this taxation should be 
limited to those persons whose income is above Rs. 3,000. I hope the 
Hon*ble th^ Finance Minister will consider this and act according to 
the wishes of the poorer sections of this House. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, my amendment is very simple. t only 
suggest to the Hon’ble Minister who began his life from the lowest 
ladder to realise the position of a man earning only Rs. 166-12 a month. 
He has got to pay income-tax, bift in case of default the penalty is 
equal to the amount of the tax although the officers are allowed to 
exercise their discretion in the matter. But in this case, Sir, no dis- 
cretionary power ha% been given to the officers. Naturally the tax will 
be doubled in case of non-payment. Therefore, I suggest to the 
Hon’ble Minister in case of non-payment not to charge douUe the 
amount but an amount not exceeding the amount of ike tax, so that the 
officers can use their own discretion and charge a small penalty. 
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Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY; Mr. Speaker 

Sir, I beg to support the amendment moved by the Khan Bahadur U 
clause 3(1), that in sub-clause (1), after the words “for the time beinj 
in force”, the following proviso shall be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall authorise the leTn 
of more than thirty rupees as tax payable by any person for ani 
financial year”. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is anxious that this nev 
burden of taxation should fall only on those who are best able to bea: 
it. This, however, depends largely on the way the tax is levied. I an 
afraid, Sir, the above intention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister ii 
in danger of being frustrated by the uncertainty that arises from th< 
above section as regards whether or not a person is going to be addi 
tionally taxed on the score of his various taxable interests that may hav< 
been assessed in the preceding financial year. For instance a persoi 
who has been assessed in the preceding financial year, say, for hh 
earning from profession and, as it may be, from his business also, is h< 
going to be additionally taxed, under this section for each of the abov< 
sources of his earnings, a sum of Rs. 30? Judging from the above viev 
of the principle of this new taxation as explained by the Hon’ble th( 
Finance Minister, I hope and trust it is not intended that a person shoulc 
be variously taxed and his taxable capacity should be reduced to th« 
minimum. It is to remove this uncertainty and danger that I beg t( 
commend this amendment for acceptance, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I calLMr. Santosh Kumar Basu to speak, 
I may draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that 
Mr. P. Banerji’s amendment is diidded into two parts — one is to limit 
the penalty to ten per cent, of the tax and the other to an amount not 
exceeding the amount of the tax. What Mr. P. Banerji objects to is 
the provision that the penalty must be equivalent to the tax. I under- 
stand that if the Hon’ble the Finance Minister accepts his amendment 
to limit the penalty to an amount not exceeding the amount of the tax, 
then Mr. P. Banerji is prepared to withdraw his other amendment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Yes, Sir, 1 am 
prepared to accept the amendment ^that the amount of- the penalty will 
be an. amount not exceeding the amount of the tax. 

Mr. SANTOBH KUMAR BABU: Mr. Speaker, 'Sir, I did not desire 
to table any amendment to this Bill because I was apprehensive that 
any sunendment might not be acceptable to the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister on the gsiound that it might upset the balance of his proposed 
budget. But I find that some amendments have been tabled which, in 



m] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


m 


tiieir reasonableness and in their cogency, will demand support even from 
ikoBe who are pessimistic enough not to credit the Finance Minister 
with any desire to accept any amendments, however small or however 
insignificant they might be. When I rise to support the amendment 
moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, vis., that incomes up to Rs. ,3»(K)0 
should be exempted from the taxation, I do not rise to do so with the 
pessimism which has been voiced by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and 
a few other members ; nor do I credit the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
with that amount of hard-heartedness and callousness which have been 
attributed to him by some of my friends. Sir, I feel that this amend- 
ment is so eminently reasonable that even at this late stiige the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister might be persuaded to accept it. I am only 
raising my voice on behalf of those struggling juniors in the profession, 
either the profession of Tjaw or the profession of Medicine, who, we 
find, have been striving to get a foot-hold for themselves. And just 
at the time when the}' can carve out a little niche in a corner of the 
profession suddenly comes upon them the burden of the municipal tax 
and the income-tax and, on the top of that, this professional tax, 
thereby subjecting them to an encirclement of triple taxation which 
must certainly prove extremely hard to them. 

The Hon’ble the Finaiu^e Minister will probably say that they do 
not come within the mischief of the Act until and unless they were 
assessed to income-tax. I say, Sir, that that is all the more reason why 
4hey should be savecf from the burden of this additional taxation. 

It ma/ probably be well known to the Hon’ble Minister, who is a 
former Mayor of the city of Calcutta, that under the Calcutta Municipal 
Act a professional licence tax of Rs. 25 is imposed upon one who has 
just started his professional practice as a lawyer, doctor or businessman 
in this city. As soon as he is burdened with an income-tax, this muni- 
cipal licence tax of Rs. 25 automatically goes up to Rs. 50 under the 
Statute — I mean the C’alcutta Municipal Act; so that when he just 
steps into *the position of being assessed with income-tax, his profes- 
sional licence fee is automatically doubled from Rs. 25 to Rs. 50, and 
almost in«the train of his misfortunes will cxrme this new professional 
tax which, I submit, will make his cup of misery full to the brim 
just on the threshold of his career. When you add these three taxes 
to the subscriptions to the Bar Association or to the other organiza- 
tional payment* he is called upon* to make, there is very little which 
he can spare for the purpose of purchasing Inroks and reports, which, 
I submit, is also an essential element of a professional man’s career, 
if professional efficiency is not to be banned from this province. 

It is from these points of view, Sir, that I shall make an Earnest 
appeal to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, who I find, has temporarily 
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lent his ear just at this moment to a very importsmt official, vi*., 
the Chief Whip of the Coalition Party (laughter), 1 hope, however, that 
he will keep his other ear for me (renewed laughter). 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are not able to pull his ear? (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: No, Sir. 

Sir, although the requirements of his budget and the financial 
potentialities of this Bill may, to a certain extent, be curtailed if this 
amendment is accepted, yet in the interest of the juniors in the 
profession, in the interest of an efficient bar and an efficient medical 
profession, I should again appeal to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
not to turn a deaf ear to this voice of reason and commonsense, and also 
to this earnest appeal which is presented before the bar of this House 
on behalf of the junior members in profession and in business through 
this amendment of Mr. Bhirendra Nath Batta. Mr. Bhirendra Nath 
Batta has adopted a method of persuading the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister which need not necessarily commend itself to me. He has 
said that perhaps the Hon’ble the Finance Minister may not be 
persuaded to-day, because he no longer knows the pinch of poverty. 
Sir, I am not going to adopt that argument. If a man has to rise 
from the lowest rung of the ladder to the highest rung in profession 
or in business, he can never, never forget his days of hard struggle. 
It is not a matter of shame; it is a matter of glory. I must appeal to 
the Hon’ble the Finance Mini.ster to realise in his heart of hearts the 
woes of the struggling juniors. Had the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
been here, I would have appealed to his experience which he has 
gathered from the crowd of juniors whom he has supported and with 
whom he has always sympathised. I would ask both of them to 
consider and grasp the realities of the situation and to frame this Bill 
in accordance therewith. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Sir, 

Mr. BREAKER: Bo you want to speak? 

■lAu NAGENDRA NATH 8 eM: Yes, Sir. 


Mr. BREAKER: All right, but please try to finish your speech in 
two minutes. 


NACENBRA NATH BEN: Thank you, Sir. 
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^ Sir, in Bome caBes where a proposed assesBee is reported to have an 
inoome of Ks. 2,000, sometimes it so happens that the person has shown 
an income just below Rs. 2,000, but the Income-tax Department has 
asBessed his income at a slightly higher amount and in order to mahe 
it acceptable to the law has provided for some marginal remedies. In 
those cases, the Income-tax Department may reduce the tax to so much 
as would be the amount in excess of the taxable income. Thus, if a 
person gives his income as Rs. 1,999 the Income-tax Department may 
assess it at Rs. 2,010. Ordinarily, for Rs. 2,000 a person has got to 
pay Rs. 62 and odd and for another Rs. 10 8{)mething like twenty 
pice, but it is permissible for the Income-tax Department to reduce 
the tax for not accepting his income as Rs. 1,999 and assessing it at 
Rs. 2,010 and tax him at Rs. 10 only. So, in some cases, the income- 

tax to be paid by any person is something less than Rs. *‘i0. Sir, as 

the proverb goes, the seed can in no circumstances be larger than 

the fruit itself (Laughter) so, I appeal to the Hon’ble the Finance 

Minister that a person wlio pays income-tax at less than Rs. dO should 
not be made to pay^ more than Rs. 30 under the new tax, the more so 
as it is an ungraduated tax. I hoi>e that the Hon’hh* tht‘ Finance 
Minister will keep in view the case of i)erson8 who are unable to pay 
and feel the pangs of poverty and of persons who, tlumgli not feeling 
the pangs of iioverty, are not well off to pay the. tax. 


Point of order. 

Mr. DNIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ rise on 
a point of order. I want to place before you the fact that I had 
another amendment which has been disallowed by you. The amend- 
ment was about the income-tax rates mentioned in schedule 3 of clause 
2. I gave a schedule, Sir, showing the income-tax 

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes, yes. I remember all about it. I might 
say that, so far as that amendment was concerned, I did not allow 
it on the ground that I thought that the principle of income-tax was 
a graduafhd one while the principle of the provincial tax was not a 
graduated one ; and the moment you bring in a schedule you go beyond 
the competency of the provincial Legislature. 

. • 

Mr* PHIRENDRA. NATH DATTA: This tax too is dependable 
upon the amount of income. • 

Mri SPEAKER: It is a ver>^ debatable point, and 1 am not going 
to risk an opinion about it. I know that it has been tried In one 
province, but I am not sure wkeik^r this can be done. 
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Mr« OHIRENORA NATH OATTA: Sir, it has been done in the 
United Provinces. 


Mfi SPEAKER: Yes, I know that, but I am not prepared to do 
it here. 

TIm HtfPble Mr, NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I want to 
take up the objections of Dr. Sanyal to this Bill first. I know that 
there is not much argument behind his motion. He wants to oppose, 
and he wants to take up the first opportunity of showing that he hae 
risen in opposition to this Bill. The month of March is still continuing, 
so there is no question of reti‘ospe(*tive effect. In all these taxation 
measures, it is usual, Sir, to put let April as the date of the liability 
of the tax, as has been done in the case of the Bengal Amusements Tax 
and in the case of the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax, and this is also the 
practice with the measures of the Central Assembly. 

Then, Sir, I feel that it is not necessary to say much in reply to the 
arguments of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas because he has merely appealed 
to the Coalition Party to accept his views. He voiced the sentiment 
expressed in the Bengali couplet : 

“Swul f>cr CTOi testt — m ^ ^ ?[ptf w c?; 

If 

His argument is “though you belong to the (\)alition Party, I am 
your friend, I am giving you right advice; whether you will accept it 
or not depends on you. I want to say that that will be to your benefit”. 

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta has said that 1 have forgotten my old 
days and so I do not know how poverty pinches in the case of those whose 
income is Rs. 2,000 and over. Sir, it is because I remember it too 
vividly that I have decided, in spite of various discussion and various 
insistence on me, to exclude those with an income up to Rs. 2,D00. Sir, 
I know there is a great difference between an income of Rs. 2,000 and 
that of Rs. 50. Eighty per cent, of the population of Bengal live on an 
income of Rs. 50 or Rs. 60 and we are constantly reminded of that fact 
hy my friends on the opposite. It is because I know the difference an 
income of Rs. 2,000 makes compared with an income of Rs. 50 or Rs. 60. 
I consider that although Rs. 30 oif an income of Rs. 2,000 may be a 
little hardship, it is not such a hardship as cannot be borne. Those who 
have got an income of Rs. 2,000 have been paying income-tax for the 
last few years without much complaint. Every tax is resented by 
everybody ; even the Bengal Chamber of Commerce tried their level best 
to reduce the income-tax rate; even millionaires try their level best to 
reduce the incom6i*tax. I know those who have got an income of 
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lt8.2 ,000 have protested against and resented the payment of income*taz, 
hut I have not seen anybody who has failed to pay this tax. This year 
also a person with an income of Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 3,000 will be paying the 
same amount, as he has been paying for the last 3 or 4 years, with only 
this difference thal the amount will now be distributed between two 
Governments, namely, the Central Government and the Provincial 
Government. Up to Rs. 3,000, he will not have to pay one pice more 
than what he was paying all these years. That is the reason, Sir, why 
I have not been able to accept the motions of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta 
and others on the Opposite side in spite of Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu’s arguments. 1 know, Sir, that professional men nowadays are 
passing through great difficulties. But I do not think that those who 
have got an income of Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 3,000 a year even in the 
profession under the existing condition of things, will not be able to pay 
this Rs. 30 to the provincial Government, 

Mr. Basu has said that in some towns, people are paying profes- 
sional tax to the municipalities. Sir, there is a great difference 
between the municipal tax and the provincial tax. Municij>al tax is 
g^ven in return for some amenities which people are getting and this 
municipal tax is not a new tax. They have been paying this along 
with the income-tax for the last few years. Even if it is considered 
very much burdensome, the proposed tax is not going to add to the 
burden, it would qply mean that the present condition will continue. 
So, I am sorry, I have not been able to accept the suggestions made by 
Mr. "Sankish Kumar Basu. 

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta fir^t insisted upon raising the laxable 
limit higher, and in the .second set of amendments he moved for 
reducing the amount of tax which seems to me to ralhcr amusing. 
He is always insisting on socialism. He wants to remove social 
inequalities and this taxation method is one of the ways by which 
social iniquities are sought to be corrected. He himself has said Ott 
various occasions that the income of the rural population is very low. 
Eighty per cent, of the population live on agriculture and their 
income is very low. So if you \caTit to equalise, if you want to have 
social justice, you can do so by this sort of taxation. When you 
cannot impose graduated taxes, yf)U should not stand in the way of 
such taxation. There must be |ome adjustment lietween an income 
of Rs. 2,000 and that of Rs. 50. Because T cannot touch an income 
of a lakh of rupees, that does not mean that I should not touch an 
income of Rs. 2^000. Out of 40,tK)0 tax-payei's in Bengal, 13,000 
come under the category of those having an income of Rs. 2,000 and 
Rs. 3,000. If you exclude them, you exclude about 33 per cent, 
of the assessees. When you have large orders for arranging for milk 
and honey overnight, you must realise that you will have to pay money 

12 
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to have them. My friend was talking about the poverty of persons with 
an income of Rs. 2,000! If those who have got Rs. 2,000 are poor, 
I do not know how to describe the condition of the cultivators. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the amendment of Mr. Premhari Banna, 
1 may say that if I cannot say that membership is a profession, I can 
certainly say that membership is a calling. But if the salary of a mem- 
ber be his only income, then it would certainly be exempted being below 
the taxable limit. So his amendment is not necessary. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I request the Hon ble 
'Minister to explain how the membership of the Assembly can be called 
a calling!^ Is it because we are called to attend its meetings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: 1 think it is a. 
calling, competent authorities will decide it. 

So far as Mr. Nagendra Nath Seu\s amendment is concerned, that 
is also not necessary because by rules we are providing for this 
marginal relief. 

Then, Sir, about profession tax. I find from the report of the 
Income-tax Department, that only Rs. 80,000 is paid by professional 
men throughout the province excluding Calciitta. That means 
Rs. IjCXKi in each subdivision or 10 or 12 persons in each subdivision. 
So, I think that this tax will not be a great burden on the professional 
men and they will be able to pay it. With these words, I oppose all 
the amendments. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 understand that it is the intention of the 
opposition to call a division on Rs. 0,000. So I will put that question 

first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, you can put the mption for 
Rg. 6,000 first. 

The motion of Mr. Suren dra Na^h Biswas that in clause 0(i), in 
line 2, after the figure “1922^’ the words “having an income of rupees 

five thousand or over” be inserted was then put and lost. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER; The motion No. 9 is covered by the decision on 

No. 7. . 

Mottons Noe. 6 hnd 10 are the same. I will put No. 10. 
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The motion of Mr. Dhirendru Nath Datta that in clause 3(i), la 
line 2, after the figure “1922” the words “for an in(H)me exceeding 
rupees three thousand” be inserted was then put and a division ^fcea 
with the following result: — 


AYEI~7a. 


AMel^aMar Silwaii, Mr. M. 

AM«I Wckttf, MMivl. 

Aba MwmIs tarkar, Maalfl. 

Abal FaM. Mr. Mtf. 

AbaM« Kbaa. Mr. lyab. 

•aaarjl« Mr. F. 

•aaarjM. Mr. Fraaiatha Natb. 
•marjf. Mr. tatya Friya. 

•aatrjM. Mr. tltoalh. 

•aaarjM, Dr. lartth Ohaaira. 
•aatriM, Mr. Maatraajaa. 

•ar«a, Saba Framkari. 

•arnaa, Baba Ibyaiaa Fratai. 
•araiaa, Baba UM*<ira Nath. 

Baaa. Mr. laataih Kamar. 

Ball-Hart, Min F. B. 

Blairat, Baba Laktbnl Narayaa. 
Biawai. Mr. Batik Ul. 

Bliwai, Mr. taraabra Natb. 
Obakrabarty, Mr. Jatlabra Nath. 
Ohakrabarty, Baba Naranbra Narayaa. 
Okattapabkyay, Mr. Haripaba. 
Chaabharl, Ral Haraabra Nath. 
Obippaabala. Mr. 4 . W. 

Oai, Baba Mablai Obaabra. ^ 

*Da$, Baba Rabhmath. 

Dai, Mr. Maaaiahaa. 

Dat Bapta, Baba Khagaabra Nath. 
Dat Bapta, Dr. 4 . M. 

Das Bapta, liijat Narsabra Natb. 
Datta, Mr. Dhlrsabra Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraabra. 

Datta, Mr. lakaaiar. 

Datta Bapta, Mfn Mira. 

Baibabal Nabaa, Kail. 

Bhasa, Mr. Atal Krithaa. 

Baaiaa, Mr. t. A. 

BrIMtha. Mr. C. 


Bapta, Mr. bagaab Obaabitt. 

Masaa All Obawbhary, Mr. tyab. 
balalabbla ttathaaiy. Mr. byab. 
balaa, Mr. I. D. 
baaab All Majaaibar, Maahtt. 
Kaaiar, Mr Atal Obaabra. 
Kaaba, Mr. NIsbItba Nath. 
Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

Malti, Mr. RIkaaJa Bahari. 

MaHra, Mr. taraabra Mabaa. 
Mali, Mr. Abaratta Kaaiar. 
Majaaibar, Mrs. Haaiaprava. 

Mal, Mr. lawar Obaabra. 

Maabal, Mr. Aairita Lai. 

Maabal, Mr. Jagaabra Nath. 
Maabal, Mr. Krithaa Fraaab. 
Makharjaa, Mr. B. 

MakharJI, Dr. H.O, 

Makharji, Dr. Iharat Obaabra. 
Malllak, irljat Aihataah. 

Fala, Mr. Baraba Frataaaa. 
Fraiaaalk, Mr. Tartalaliaraa. 
Raiaiiabbla Ahaiab, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Obaabra. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkrlabaa. 

Ray, Mr. KItbarl Fall. 

Ray, Mr. Maaiaatha Nath. 

Oaayal, Dr. Naliakiha. 
laayal, Mr. Oataaka Oakbar. 

* Oaa, Baba Nagaabra Nath. 

iaa, Ral Bababar bagaah Obaabra. 
•hahabali, Mr. 
flagha. Baba Kthaira Natb. 
liaha, Irijat Maaiabra Bhasaa. 
far, Mr. Narsabra Kaaiar. 

Thakur, Mr. Franatba Raajaa. 
Zanaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOtt— 113. 


AMet ASM. Maalaaa Mb. 

Abbal Bart, MaalwL 
Abbal Haft, Mr.Mia. 

AMal Hafcaaai, Mr. 

AbBal Hakiai, Maahri. * 

Abbal Naktn Vlkraatparl, Maaivi Mb. 
Abbal NaaM, Mr. A. M. 

Abbat Haattb tbab, MaalvL 
Abbat Kariai, Mr. • 

Abbal URN BIsaraa, MaalvL 
Abbal Wabab, Kbaa, Mr. ' 

AbbartahaNM. Kbaa Bababar A. F. M. 
Abbar BasabM HaftaMM, Mr. 

Abbar lasbaab, Maaivi Mb. 

Abbar Maaf, Mr Ibab. 

Abbar Raaf. Kbaa tabib Maabrl X 


Abbas tbabsab, MaaM Mb. 

Abal NasMn, MaalvI. 

Abal Nasaia Abaisb, Mr. 

Abal qaasaai, MaalvL 

Asbaryya Obaabbary, Mabaiaja lasbt Kaata, 
Maktagaeba, Myanasiagb. 

Attab Natala Jaarbar, MaalvL 

Abaisb AH lasystpaA. Kbaa Bababar Maalaaa. 

Abaiab AH Mrlbba, MaalvL 

Abanb Hasala, Mr. 

Aifatabbta Abanb, Kbaa Bababar MaMvL 
AsbrafaH, Mr. M. « 

Aalab Nassala Kbaa, MaMvL 
Aabar AN, M aat vL * 

Barat AN, Mr. Mb. 

Basa, Mr. laMabas Natb. 
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ftiMMMiwk, Mr. L M. 

•mpMI, tir Ot«rgt. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Om, Mr. Amkiil OMiiirt. 

Mai. ftii tiWk KIrK tliawi. 

I*ar, Mr. UiNalraaatfe. 
f amai Rata ekiwtfaary, Mr. M. 
farliMt Riaa Kfeaaaai, ■•laai. 
faitai Qaaiir, Kkaa Jafeadar Maalvf. 
raalar Rabmaa, Mr. 
ratlar Rabaiaa (Mymaaafafk), Mr. 

Rapia, Mr. 4. M. 

•araag. Mr. Daaibtr Magh. 

NaRiadlia Obowihary, MaalvL 
NamMaMla Abnad, Kbaa tabtb. 

Natiaa Marabad, Mrs. M. R. I. 

HalaaMlIy daaiadar, Kbaa labib Maalvi. 
Hawbiagi, Mr. R. 4. 

Haadry, Mr. David. 

HIrtial, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idrti Abmad Mia, Maalvi. 
dalaladdia Abaiad, Kbaa iabadar Maalvi. 
Kabiraddia Kbaa, Kbaa iabadar MaalvL 
Kaiaai All MIraa, babibtada Kawaa dab tyad. 
Kanaady, Mr. I. i. 

KbalUa, Mr. Dabl Fraaad. 

MaQragar, Mr. R. R. 

Mafteaddia Abaiad, Dr. 

MaRaaddla Abaiad. Maalvi. 

Mabtaddla Oheadbary, Maalvi. 

Mabtab, Mabarajkaaiar Uday Obaad. 
Mabtabaddia Abmad, Kbaa iabadar Maalvi. 
Maadal, Mr. iaaka iabarl. 

Maadal, Mr. iirat Ohandra. 

Maadal, Mr. dagat Ohaadra. 

Millar. Mr. 0. 

Mabammad All, Kbaa iabadar. 

Mabtia All, Mr. Md. 

Margaa, Mr. Q.. G. 1. 1. 

Matlaai All Mallab, Maalvi. 

Maiammal Hag, Maalvi Md. 

Mabaaimad Atial, Kbaa labib Maalvi lyad. 


MafeaaiaMd IbraMai, Maalvf. 

Mahaaiaitd labafii. Maalvf. 

MabamiMd Itraft, MaalvL 
Mabammad IMdfaaa. Kbaa iabadar Or. Iffd. 
Mabammad IMalmaa, Kbaa labib MaalvL 
Malffek, tba Naa*bla Mr. Makaada Manr. 

MaHftk, Mr. PaHa iahary. 

MatbarraR MaMafa, tba HaaHa Rawab. Kbaa 
iabadar. 

MaatagawMl Hagaa, Mr. tyad. 

MaiUla Ail Diwaa, Maalvi. 

Randy, tba Naalla Mabarafa Iriaabaadra, al 

Oataimbaiar. 

NataruUab, Hawabiada K. 

Naaruddin, Mr. K. 

Rabman, Kbaa iabadar A. M. L. 

Rafkat, tba Han'bla Mr. Praaaaaa Dab. 

Rafibaddin Tarafdar, Maalvi. 

Ray Obaadbury, Mr. iiraadra KUara. 

Raiaur Rabman Kban, Mr. 

Ray, tba Han’bla tir iljay PrtMd Magb. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
ladaraddin Abmad, Mr. 
lafim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sanauilah, Dr. 

Sarkar, iabn Madhuiudan. 

larkar, tba Han'bla Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

laiaaan, Mr. It M. 

tarajni lilam, Mr. 

tbababaddln, Mr. Kbwafa, G. i. E. 

•bamiuddln Abmad Kbandkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, iabn Litta Manda. 

Imitb, Mr. H. irabaat. 

Stavan, Mr. d. W. R. 
inbrawardy, tba Mbp*bla Mr. H. I. 

Tamiinddin Khan, tba Han'bla Mr. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warran, Mr. P. F. I. 

Wbitabaad, Mr. R. i. 

Wardawartb, Mr. W. 0. 

Yaaaal Mina. 

Yntal All Gbaadhary, Mr. 


The Aye8 being 76 and the Noes lleS, the motion was lost. 


The House was adjourned for ten iniinites. 


(After adjournment .) 

Khan Sahib Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Mr. Speaker. 

Sir, may I be allowed to bring to your notice that we got released from 
the lobby only at 6-25 p.m. when tjie time for prayer was about to be 
over? May I request you. Sir, to be particular in future about the 
adjournment for prayer P 

Mfa SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I called the Division at 6-20 
p,m. and I thought that the members wouU immediately go. 

Khan Sahib Mhuivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: But we were 

I'onftned Jhere in the lobby. 
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iifi SPEAKER: I never knew that because I was not there. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker that in clause 
S(I), line 1, before the words *‘Every person^*, the words “As fiom the 
first day of April, 1939** be inserted was then put and carried. 

The motion of Mr. J. W. Chippendale that in clause 3(i), in line 1, 
after the word “income-tax** the words “amounting to rupees three 
hundred and upwards annually** be inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in clause 3(/), in 
line 1, after the word “income-tax” the words “on an income over three 
thousand rupees” be inserted fell through as No. 10 (an identical motion 
in the name of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta) was lost. 

The motion of Mr, Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(/), in 
line 2, after the figure “1922” the words “for an income exceeding 
rupees five thousand” was then put and lost. 

The motion of Balm Premhari Barma that in clause 3(/), in line 3, 
after the word “earnings’*, the words “except the salary of a member 
of Legislature as such” be inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(7), in 
line 8, for the word “thirty” the word “five** be substituted was then 
put and lost. 

* The motion of ^r. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(7), line 
8, for the word “thirty” the word “ten” be substituted was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra *Nath Datta that in clause 3(7), line 
8, for the word “thirty” the word “fifteen” be substituted was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(7), line 
8, for tha word “thirty” the word “twenty” be substituted was then 
put and lost. 

The Ihotion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(7), line 
8, for the word “thirty” the word “twenty-five” be substituted was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. S. A. Gomes that after clause 3(7), but before 
the explanation, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“This tax shrill not be payable by tho.se whose income or salary 
from the said profession, trade, calling or employment does 
not exceed Rs. 3,000 per year” 


was then put and lost. 



m 


POINT OF OBDBB, 


[30rH IC 4 E., 


Tha motion of Khan Bahadnir Hoimmined Ali altar danse 3(7), 
but before the explanation, the following proviso be inserted: — 

'Trovided that nothing in this sub-section shall authorise the levy 
of more than thirty rupees as tax payable by any person for 
any financial year” 

unm then put and carried. 

BalNI NAGEHDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the 
assurance given by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, I beg leave of 
the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Babu Nagendra Nath Sen that after clause 3(7), the 
following proviso be inserted, namely:- — 

“Provided that in no case shall the tax be greater than the amount 
of income-tax paid’’, 

was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that in clause 3(/l), line 8, for the 
words “the amount of the tax shall’ the words “ten per cent, of the 
tax may be substituted was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that in clause ^(3), line 8, for the 
words equal to ’ the words “not exceeding” be substituted was then 
put and carried. 

The motion of Babu Premhari Barma that in clause 3(3), line 8, 
for the words “equal to the amount” the words “not exceeding 10 j)er 
cont.” be substituted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Premhari Barma that in the proviso to clause 
3(3), lines 2, 3 and 4, the words and figure “if the tax be paid prior 
to the filing of a certificate under section 4 of the Bengal Public 
Demands Eecovery Act, 1913” be deleted was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 3, as amended, do stand part of the Bill 
was then put and carried. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. 

« , 

Clause 5, 

The question that, clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. ^ 

Clause 6. 

The-queBtion that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. ‘ ^ 
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Clause 7. 

The questiou that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then pat 
and carried. 

Clause 8, 

B&bu PREMHARI BARM As Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to xnoTe 
Oiat in clause 8, lines 3 and 4, for the words **Buch officer as the 
Provincial Government may authorise in this behalf*' the words ‘*the 
District Judge’* l>e substituted. By this amendment I want that the 
power to dispose of appeals should be given to the District Judge and 
not any officer authorised by Government. With these words, I beg 
to commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon*bl6 Mf« MALI N I RANilAN BARKER* Sir, I oppose this 
proposal because it is against the established principle which keeps 
rightly the judiciary out of the sphere of administration of taxation. 
The ordinary civil jurisdiction will, however, remain, hut it is entirely 
wrong to make the judhdary part of the executive, and it is the custom, 
in every province that the judiciary is kept out of this taxation 
measure. 

The motion of Babu Premhaxi Barma that in clause 8, lines 3 and 
4, for the words “sjich officer as the Provincial Government may 
*authori8e in this behalf” the words “District Judge” be substituted 
was then jmt and lost. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
:and carried. • 

Clause 9. 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. 

The question that the preamble do stand part of the Bill was put 
nnd carried. 

The Hbn’ble Mr. MALI N I RAN JAN BARKER; Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal Finance Bill, 1939, as settled in the Assembly, l>e 
passed. 

The motion was put and a Division called with the following 
result : — 


AMrt, AAi, Haalma ««. 
AMiri tari, Mavlvi. 

ASM Matt, Mr. Mina. 
AMai Nais, Mr. Mia. * 
AMbI, Makatah Mr. 


AYEI— IOC. 

AMat Nafciai, Maalvl. 

AMal Nakiai Vlkraaiparl, Maalvl Mi, * 
AMal Naaili, Hr. A. M. 

AMal Naiali tkali, Maalvl. 

AMal Karlas Hr. 
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AM«I uw tlwM, 

AM«r RaliwM. KkM ttluii«r A. r. M. 

AM»r RtskMi. Mttflvi ■«. 

AMar AmT* KbM Aalilk MMifl 1. 

ANar Rial. Mr. tfcak. 

AMai ShaliMtf. Maaivi Mtf. 

Akal Nuklai, Maatvl 
Akal Haula Ahaiak, Mr. 

Akal Qaattai, Maalfi 

AtbanrM Ohaakhary. Maharala laibl KaaCa, «f 
Maktagaaiia, MyaitaHafli. 

Aflak Nataia <laariar, Maaivi. 

Ahaia^ All laayalyarl. Khaa Rabadar Maalaaa. 
AbaNd All MrMba. Maaivi 
Abaiad Haaala, Mr. 

AHaiaddia AbaMd, Khaa lahadar Maaivi. 

Aailr All Mia, Maaivi Md. 

AMiratali. Mr. M 

Aalad Nawala Khaa. Maaivi. 

Aihar All, Maaivi. 

■arat Ail. Mr. Md. 

•araiaa, Raba Uyaadra Hath. 

RlaaiaaftMb. Mr. L. M. 
curb. Mr. I. A. 

Oai, Mr. Aaakal Ohaadra. 

Dai. Ral iablb KIrit Rbaiaa. 

Rdbar. Mr. Uyaadraaath. 
rarbad Raia Ohawdhary, Mr. M. 

Parhat Ran* Kbaaaai. Rifam. 

Patlai Qaadir. Kbaa Rabadar Maaivi. 

Pailar Rabaiaa. Mr. 

Paiiar Rahman (Myaitaiiagh). Mr. 

RapU. Mr. 4. n. 

Raraaf, Mr. Diaibir tln|h. 

Natiaddin Oheardhury, Maaivi. 

Namidaddia Ahmad. Khan lahib. 

Nailna Marihid, Mm. M.B.E. 

Matamaliy Jamadar, Khan lahib Maaivi. 

Hrndry. Mr. David. 

NIrtial, Mr. M. A. P. 

Idrii Ahmad All, Maaivi. 

Ilpahani. Mr. M. A. M. 

dalaladdin Ahmad. Khan Rahadar Maaivi. 

dailmaddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Kabiraddin Khan, Khan Rahadar Maaivi. 

Kuan All MIria, lahibiada Kawan dah lyad. 
Kannady, Mr. I. R. 

MaRrayar, Mr. R. R. 

Maiiaddia Ahmad, Or. 

Maiiaddin Abaud, Maaivi. 


Abdal tiabbar Palwaa. Mr. Md. 
Abdal Wahad, Maaivi. 

Aba Haaaain larkar. Maaivi. 
AbalPaM.Mr Md. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. lyad. 
Raaarji. Mr. P. * 

Raaarjaa. Mr. Pramatha Hath. 
RanarJI. Mr. tatya Priya. 
Raaarlaa, Mr. sibnath. 
Raaarjaajlr. Inraih Chandra. 
Raaarjaa, Mr. Manaranjaa. 
Rarma, Raba Pranbari. « 
Rarmaa, Raba Ihyama Praiad. 
Rau, Mr. laatuh Kamar. 


M aR i a ddIn Obaadbary, Maaivi. 

Mahtab, Mabarajkamu Uday Obaad. 

Mablabaddia Abamd, Kbaa Rahadar MaalvL 
Haadai, Mr. Riral Obaadra. 

Maadal, Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Millar. Mr. 0. 

Mabammad All, Khan Rabadar. 

Mahiln All. Mr. Md. 

Margaa, Mr. R^ C.I.E. 

Maalam All Mallah, Maaivi. 

MuammM Hai. Maaivi Md. 

Mabammad Altai, Khaa lahib Maaivi lyad. 
Mabammad Ibrahim, Maaivi. 

Mabammad Uhaaaa, Maaivi. 

Mabanund taivH, Maaivi. 

MabaaMndfalaimaa, Khan lahib Maaivi. 
MaRlat»lDpNan*blf Mr. Makaada Rnbary. 

MaHlab, Mm Patta Rahary. 

MatbmraR Hanaln. tbt Han ’bin Hawab, Khaa 
Rabadar. 

Randy, thn Hon'bU Maharaja Irlihehandra, at 
CaMimbuar. 

Matarallah. Rawabiada K. 

Raaraddin, Mr. K. 

Rahman, Khan Rahadar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, thn Hta’bia Mr. Prainnna Dnb. 

Rajibaddia Taratdar, Maaivi. 

Ray Chnadhary, Mr. Birtndra Kiihara. 

Raaaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, thv Hon’blv lir Bijny Pruad lingh. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram 

ladarnddin Ahmad, Mr. 

lalim, Mr. I. A. 

lanaailah. Or. 

larkar, Baba Madbaaudan 

larkar, tha Han’bla ^r. Halini Ranjan. 

larajwl Islam, Mr. 

lhahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

lhamtuddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr.' 

lingha. Baba Kihatra Nath. 

, lirdar. Baba Litta Manda. 

Imith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Itavan, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

Inbraarardy, tha Han’bla Mr. H. I. 

Tamiiaddia Khan, tha Han’bla Mr. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wardswarth, Mr. W. C. 

Yaatal MIrta. 

Yaiat All Ohaadhary, Mr. 


I— R». 


Ball- Hart, Mias P. B. 

Rhawmik, Or. Rabinda Chandra. 
Biswat, Baba Lakihmi Rdrayan. 
Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Biswas. Mr. larandra Nath. 
Ohakrabarty, Mr. datindra Nath. 
Obakrabarty, Raba Norandra Narayan. 
Obattapadhyay. Mr. Harlpada. 
Chaadharl. Rai Harandra Nath. 
Obippandala. Mr. 4. W. 

Das, Raba Mabim Chandra. 

Das, Raba Radbaaath. 

Du Rapta, Raba Kbagaadra Nalb. 
Du Rapta, Dr. d. M. 
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••§ tipti, Milt Ilirtli. 

§mtkm.9UrminMk> 

•alii Mptii MIm mnu 
Mrnma Ni«m, KM. 
ilMtt, Mr. Atai Krithaa. 
•aaMa.ar.t.A. 

•rHMM, Hr. 0. 
iafla, Hr. Jagatli Ohaatf ra. 
Maiaa All OUtwaary, Mr. lyag. 
4alaa. Hr. I. D. 

4aaai All Majaaiiar, Maahri. 
Kaaiar, Hr. Atal Ohaaira. 
Kaatfa, Mr. NliiKht Natli. 
Magalrt. Mr. L. T. 

Mini, Hr. Nikaala taliari. 
Halira, Mr. taraaara Hakaa. 
Hail. Mr. AiwaHa Kaaiar. 
Hajaaiiar, Mn. HtaMprata. 
Mai, Mr. Itarar Okaaira. 

Maatfal, Mr. aagtaira Nalk. 


The Ayes being 106 and the 


Maa4al. Hr. RrMaa Pn aa i 
HiklMriaa, Hr. M. 
Makkar}i.Mr. N.«« 
Makkar|I.Dr. Ikaral Maainu 
HallMi,MJatAMialaMi. 

Paia, Hr. Raraka Rfaaaaaa. 
Fraaiaalk, Mr. Tarlalakaraa. 
Raatbakiia AkaM, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray Hr. KaaiBlkrlakaa. 

Ray. Mr. Kitkarl Rail. 

Ray, Hr. Maaaiatka Hatk. 
laayai. Mr. taiaaka lakkar. 
taa, taka Naftaira Ratk. 
•kafcaiali, Hr. 

•kaaiiaiila Akaiai, Mr. 

•laka, Mial Maalaira Rkaua. 
lar, Mr. Maraaira Kaaar. 
Tkakar, Mr. Rraaiatka Raajaa. 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Noes 69, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment 

t 

The House was then adjourned till 4-46 p.m. on Friday, the 31 st 
March, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proetedingt of tha Beng ol Logulative Assembly • tsembM t 
iinder the provisions pf tbe Government of India Aet« 193S* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday » 
the Gist March, 1939, at 445 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, 
c.i.E.) in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 206 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Special Debt Settlement Board of HaJjganJ, Tippera. 

•28S. Mauivi JONAB ALI MAdUMDAR; (a) Will th^ Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when the Special Debt Settlement Board ‘'of Hajiganj in thd 

district of Tipj^era held its first sitting ; 

(ii) how many sittings of that Board were held from the formation 

of the Board to the Slst December, 1938; 

(in) how many of those sittings failed for want of quorum; 

(iv) how many cases were filed before the Board; and 
(t;) how many of them have been disposed ofP 

(b) Is it a fact that three members out of the five constituting the 

Special Board are residents of different places, the distances of which 
jure more than about ten miles from Hajiganj ? , 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(t) that Mauivi Syed Abdur Rashid Choudhurj^ a member of this 
Special Board, has not b^en attending the Board; 

(it) that names of some persons were suggested for membership of 
the Special Board; and 

(iii) that the suggestion was rejected at the time of the formation 
of the Board? 

(d) *A.Te the Government considering the desirability of reconsti- 
tuting the present Special Board? 
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MINICTER Hi ehMst of tho OfMMRATIVI ORiBlT and 
MRAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon*Mo Mr. MukWMla 
Mtery MllllMi): (a) (i) On the 5th June, 1938. 

(it) 19. 

(m) 7. 

(tr) None: but it received 21 cases on transfer from Ordinary Debt 
Settlement Boards. 

(v) 4. 

(b) No. 

(c) (i) He resigned after attending the first meeting. 

{it) No. 

(m) Does not arise. 

(d) No: the appointment of a substitute for the memlwr who 
resigned will be made shortly. 


Ifispeotiofi of Debt Settlemeiit Boerdt by Subdivieional Offfoer of 
Chandpur, Tipperaa 

. • 

•296. Mauivi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in ’charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state how many Debt Settlement Boards has 
the present Subdivisional Offic^er of (5handpur (Tipjiera) inspected after 
his posting at Chandpur up lo the 28fh February, 1939P 

(b) What are those Debt Settlement Boards? 

(c) Is th^ Hon’ ble Minister aware that the Subdivisional OflScer had 
the records of the Kalacho Debt Settlement Board, police-station Haji- 
ganj, brought from the Debt Settlement Board Office to Noahata for 
hie inspection; but 

(i) that afterwards he inspected the records at Rampur in the 
absence of all the meml^rs of the Debt Settlement Board; 

(it) that he remarked in the inspection note that the Chairman of 
the Board attended only 74 sittings of the Board out of 216 
sittings; nnd 

(iiiY that a member of the Debt Settlement Board who came to that 
place just after the inspection challenged some remaps of 
the Subdivisional Officer in a written petitihn ? 
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The Hen’hle Mr. MUKUNHA SENARY MULLIGK: (a) 7. 

(b) Faridganj, Hajiganj, Barknl, Meliar, Fatehpur, Bislmiipiur and 
Salacho. 

(c) (i) and (m) No. 

(u) The Subdi visional Officer remarked that the Chairman attended 
only 74 sittings out of 211. 

Det^Barman estate of Dinaipur. 

*297. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware of the observations 
and remarks made in the audit reports of the Deb-Barman estate of 
Dinajpur for the years 1B41-43 B.S. against the then Manager who has 
been transferred to the Chittagong group of Wards estates? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what action, if any, 
has been taken against the said Manager ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. 

(b) It was found on enquiry that the Manager^^was not seriously to 
blame for the irregularities. But as it appeared that he failed to 
reorganise the management of the Deb-Barman estate, he. was trans- 
ferred to Chittagong to hold a smaller and less difficult charge under the 
Court of Wards. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUHJIU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the remarks and observations in the audit reports were to the 
effect that the Manager temporarily misappropriated a fairly large 
amount of money, and that too for more than once? 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Shat is so. 
But it is also mentioned that the Manager was a victim of a conspiracy 
of the underlings in the staff of the estate. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that for the tempcrtrary misappropriation the Manager was responsible? 
At least that was the observation made in the audil report. 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not exactly 
a case of misappropriation, but certainly it is a case of irregularity. 
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> Ufa mSHITHA NATH KUNDUl Do^ the Hon^ble Minister know 
tliet ike nutnager allowed about 50 Taksildars and Naibs out of 66 to 
work without depositing any security money, which is against the 
rules and against the interests of the estate? 


Mfi SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; I submit, Sir, that that is an 
irregxdarity. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may be so. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. The Hon’ble Minister has 

mentioned the irregularities that look place. 


Mr« SPEAKER: No, he has not said that. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I am asking the Honble 

Minister for furthej information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can ask him whether there was any other 
irregularity. ^ 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: All right, Sir. Will the 
Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether there was any other 
irregularity besides the ones that T have mentioned 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is di6i< 
cult for me to reproduce the wliole audit report here verbally. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
know that there are reports— I am putting the question now, Sir,— 
that out of 66 Naibs and Tahsildars about 50 w^re allowed to work 
without depo8iting*any security, which is against the rules and against 
the interests of the estate? 


The HonWe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 
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Mri ATUL KRISHUA CHOSE: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the fault of the Manager for which he was to 
blame and was transferuedP 


The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I would 
draw the honourable member^s attention to answer (6). 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that this Manager was forced to take leave twice by the Divisional 
Commissioner after the submission of the audit reports? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise here. 


Relief to the cultivators of Tangail and ilamalpur subdivisione. 

•298. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that the jute, avs and avian paddy in the Tangail and Jamalpur 

subdivisions have been damaged by the, last flood; and , 

(ii) that the people are in distress? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of giving any relief in any shape to the 
distressed people? 

(c) Is the llou’ble Minister aware that the cultivators are in need 
of seeds? If so, what steps do the Government propose to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) (ij Ans and 

aman paddy were damaged by floods in certain parts of Dewanganj, 
Islampur, Melandaha and Madarganj thanas of the Jamalpur sub- 
division and in the low-lying tracts^ of Tangail. 

(ii) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The cultivators who are in need of ’ seeds are being 
relieved by the grant of agricultural loans. Sums of Rs. 15,000 and 
Rs. 10^000 have already been distributed as agricultural loans in the 
Jamalpur and Tangail subdivisions respectively to meet the situation. 
Test relief measures are also being undertaken by the District Board. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY s fw m OTW vmm 

ot APHTO W «CWUftl4 lElOf fw 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, there ie 
some distress, but it is not possible for me to say whether there is actual 
gcarcity of food. I don’t think so. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; jitoIh c^rm 

c^rmcsR uvf^ e ^ fcicf ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Test relief work 
and distribution of agricultural loans. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 

spnf?^TO test relief il? TO 5CTO? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, as regards 
the middle-class people, *test relief work is no relief to them, but they 
are generally given agricultural loans. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: HmHil *p?n*wr*ni eiTO R agiioul- 
tural loan ^ 3f?C TO? TO WTO i^I. 

TO" ?C?W! 

The Hoii’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Govern- 
ment advance agricultural loans, and they certainly do not suggest 
what use the loanees should make of them, but, so far as I know, a 
portion of the money is utilized for the support of their families and 
a portion for agricultural purposes. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased testate whether it was agreed at the conference held with the 
Hon’ble Minister as President, in which the local M. L. C’s. and 
M. L. A’ 8. were present, that Bhadralog loan money would be distri- 
buted to the poor middle-class people who were in distress, by way of 
relief ? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Bhadralog loan 
money? What is fhatP 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: That means that relief wiH - 
be given to the distressed middle-class people by wAy of loans which 
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might be called Bhadralog loan moneys i.e., making it a condition that 
the loan would be payable when able, and this was agreed upon at the 
4 K>nference held by the Hon’ble Minister as President of the Conference 
which was attended by tne local M.L.C’s. and M.L.A’s. ? 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. I am 
nfraid that the honourable member's memory is failing him. 

Mailivi AZHAR ALI: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that those 
people who have no land of their own are not getting any agricultural 
loans? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The honourable 
member must be aware that an agricultural loan is advanced mostly 
on joint-bonds, and this joint-bond system has been introduced to help 
those who have no security of their own to offer. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: OTRI mm- 

fv JwWeJiw e ^srmm test relief m 

District Board I 

Th. Hon'bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROV: I ask for notice. 
Sir. 


Employees m the Development Circle. 

*299. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: {a) Will the Hon'bie Minister 
in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state — 

(») the total number of employees with their designations serving 
at present in the Development Circle, Works and Com- 
munications ; ‘ 

(it) how many of them are Muslims and in which posts; 

(Hi) the number of appointments made there since Ist April, 1937; 
and 

(iv) how many of them went to Muslims? 


MINISTER in pharge of tho COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Coselili- 
• bazai): A statement giving the desired information is laid on the 
stable. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred que^ion No. 299. 


Designation. 

Total 
number of 
employees 
serving at 
present 
(since 1st 
Marcli , 
1939), 
in the 
Develop- 
ment Circle, 
Communica- 
tions and 
Works 
(Irrigation) 
Department. 

Number 

of 

Muslims. 

Number of 
appoint- 
ments made 
in the 
Circle 
since Ist 
April, 1937. 
to Febru- 
ary, 1939. 

Number 

of 

Muslims. 

Assistant Engineers . . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Overseer in cliarge of 
subdivision 



1 


Overseers 

% 

5 


8 

3 

• 

Head Estimator 

1 


1 

. . 

Estimators 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Head Draftsman 

• 

i 


1 


Draftsmen 

4 

1 

4 

2 

Surveyors 



35 

11 

Tracers 

4 

2 

5 

2 

Head Assi^jbant 

1 


1 


Clerks 

5 

2 

7 

3 

Typists 


2 

4 


Stenographer 



1 

• 


■ 

a • 

28 

9 

73 

23 


• Muslims were transferred to Bankura l>i vision under South* Wee tern 
Circle. 

la 
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Mfa SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many Muhammadans applied for the post of surveyor 
between Ist April, 1937, and Ist February, 1939? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 want notice, Sir. 

Resuscitation of dying rivers of Mymensingh. 

•300. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communicatioiih and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) that all the rivers in the district of Mymensingh are at present 
in a dying condition ; 

(ti) that the localities by th(‘ sides of these rivers are suftering from 
various sorts of diseases, viz., malaria, typhoid, kala-azar, 
cholera, etc. ; and 

(iit) that big steamers could not i»l,> iii the months of December, 
1938, and January, 1939, beyond the steamer station Jutra- 
pur betwe(‘n Jlahadurabad and Dhnhri for insufficiency of 
water in the river Jumuna? 

{h) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason which ha^ (‘ontributed to the 
present condition to river Jumuna? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister l>een drawn to the 
condition of the river Brahmaputra which used to flow by the Mymen- 
singh town? 

(d) Is it a fact. — 

(i) that the source has already dried up and no current can pass 
through except in rains; and 

(m) that the river Brahinai)utra is now a stagnant pool of water 
dangerous to the health of the people residing on its bank? 

(e) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what action, if 
any, do the Government propose to take iil the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

(a) (i) and (u) I do not think that it can be said that all the rivers of 
the districts are in a dying condition, but the principal river, the 
Brahmaputra, has certainly deteriorated as a result of the diversion, 
from natural causes, of the main volume of its water through the 
Jamupa. It is generally believed that public health in the area near 
^ELe old Brahmaputya has deteriorated but I have not had this confirmed 
by a scientific examination of available statistics. 
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{iii) and (6) Shoal trouhle i>s a nsiial feature of navijfatiou when 
river levels are fallinp* and channels, owing* to the heavy deposit of silt» 
are constantly changing. 1 am informed that the trouhle at Jatrapur 
this year was more acute than usual and there was delay to deeper 
drafted vessels necessitating transhipment of cargo. Conditions at the 
spot and on the upper reaches ol the Brahmaputra do not bear out the 
suggestion that the trouhle this year was due to insufh(*iency oi water. 
The trouble w^as in fact due to heavy silt deposit originating trom a 
heavily cutting hank immediately above a shoal. (Channels were 
stabilised early in January, and the situation i> now cjuite normal. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) (i) Yes. 

(?/) In the dr\ season the \\at«‘r stagiiat(‘s in local dee)> which 

are likely to lx* injurious to public health. 

(c) The Budget tor B)dd-4(} pntvides tor the iormation ot a teuipo- 
rary Division at Mymen.singh one ot the main tuiu'tions of whi»‘h will 
be to make the necessiw*; inv(‘stigutions to enable (tovernment to 
determine w’hether the r(*suscitat ion of the river is ]»OHHible at a n-ason- 
able cost. 

Mr. CHARU CHifiNDRA ROY: WTO 

C^, WT 80 CTi^TOT OTI OTF 

srntT * 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am afraid, it is not possible for me either t-o deny oi to act'ept the 
statement. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: ^ cronctR 

C^, m tor ^ < 51 :^ principal river 

deteriorate# c<i'K<CV, 

tot ’\Ioiti, •row, 

5^5(7 TOT »tTt^ tro C'R«tlT5C4' CTOItiyT, 

^ C<1CTO W CjfCf ? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar : 

I believe it is admitted that the condition.s of those rivers referred to by 
the honourable member are getting worse. .. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: to^ JralsoTTO P?, ¥9 mn 

TO9 water level survey TO 5TTO? 
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Tht Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaiar: 

No, Sir, there is no arrangement for regular gauze-reading in 
Brahmaputra. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 

WMOT <9^ temporary division <9^ permanent division 

W!«l<U 5RT 9ny<CHC'i5< 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

The extension scheme will have no meaning if it is not ultimately made 
permanent. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: «9^; 9^?^ Part-time expert 

Engineer ^ 9^ 

ta[ zmx^ nrc?? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a malter of opinion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to statie whether Government have prepared any scheme for 
resuscitating the dying rivers of the district. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8Ri8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I do not think tliat is jK)ssible before the cont'oni* survey is completed 
and the staff' is apj><)inted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether they liave einjuired as to which navigable 
channels in the district of Mymensingh have been affected with shoall 
being formed therein and what steps Government have taken to dress 
those sh<mls? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I ma\ remind the honourable member that owing to the paucity of sta# 
the knowledge of the d(‘partment about the irrigation needs in the 
Eastern Bengal districts was extremely meagre and no inquiry possible 
and it is with a view to remove thajt difficulty that we are shortly going 
to open a new division. “ 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: stroll cr;;ot cYrcf 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Costimbazar: 

I am proposing to visit Mymensingh shortly. 
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Deterioration of the Bidyadhori, Peali and Adigmga, 2^Parginia» 

*301. Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: {a) Is tlie Hoii’hle MiiuBter 
in charge of the Commimicatious and Works (Irrigation'^ Department 
aware — 

({) that there is rapid deterioration of the liidyadhari, Peali and 
Adigaiiga in tlie ‘^4-Parganas district; and 
(ti) that a tract ot land surrounded hy the said rivers is inundated 
witli salt water (‘very year making tlu* land unfit for eultiva* 
tit)n and (h^'lling^ 

{h) Are the (Tovernmeiit taking an\ st(‘]>s for the lesnsr-itation of 
the said rivers P 

(c) Have the (roveinnient any sehi‘ine for the drainage of this tract 
made insanitary owing to water-logging? 

{(J) Jf so, when will the (TO\ernim‘nt tak«‘ action on the same? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) ('/) Yes. 

(//) This ai'ca gets flooded in years (»t untinndy and h(‘avv rainfall. 

{b) Experts are ol opinion after careful investigation that the 
Bidyadhari and the Adiganga cannot he p(‘rinun(‘ntly revived. The 
question of^ inijtroving the I’eali is receiving my attention. 

(c) Two schemes ar(‘ at jiresent under consideration. 

(d) An estimate of tin* cost of the first scheme is under examination. 
As regards the second, tin* nece.ssary survey has h(*en tak(‘n up and is 
likely to he complet'd in June next. 

Mr. AKUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state if he is aware of a scheme made h\ Mr. (Iriffin, Chief 
Engineer, Puhlie Health Department , tor the T(*suseita1ion of the 
Bidyadhar*? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, Sir, that sc*heme was turned flown by tlie Irrigation Department 
as being unworkable and very costly. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
leased to state who are those experts who are of opinion after c areful 
investigation that Bidyadhari and Adiganga oanno^t he perman'eTPf!^ 
reviv^ ? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

Experts of Govemment. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHAIIDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Mr. Griffin up to the last day of 
his retirement in last December was of opinion that Bidyadhari can 
be resuscitated? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Nobody will say that it is impossible; but it is certainly not practicable 
and the cost will not be commensurate with the benefit to be derived. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Mi*. Griffin had p^ot a scheme for the 
resuscitation of the river Bidyadhaii and it is still with Government? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

The pro])osed scheme was estimated to cost nearly three crores. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; In vieu >1 tlie opi nion expressed 
by Government experts, will the Ilon’ble Minisito- be pleased to consi- 
der the desi lability (d examining- other ex])erts who may have proposals 
that may be hel])f‘ul in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

May 1 know what experts the honoinal)le member is referring to. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL/ Will the Hon’lde MimWr be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in Italy similarly situated rivers 
have been resuscitated by the hx-al exjierts thei-e and if he w’ould consi- 
der the desirability of consulting such exjierts? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I may state that problems in Italy are quite different from the problems 
of Bidyadhari. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that char lands and spill areas are being 
leased out by (jovernment and bunhs are being consVructed on the 
river so that the wffiole river course is being obstructed? 

, j 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANGIy, of Cossimbazar: 

I am not aware as to which of the spill areas are being leased out but*I 
,j»ay-r'date that it is the putting up of the marginal embankments which 
are responsible for killing these rivers. 



i939.] QUESTIONS. 188 

f Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8s Will the Hoft’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the Irripfation Department are 
leasing out char lands and spill areas^ 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Oossimbazar: 

I am not quite sure if it is tliis department or the Revenue Depart- 
ment who leases out the rluir lands. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be 
pleased to vstate what action has been taken on the scheme pre]mred last 
year and ajiproved hy ilie CTovernment regarding the water-logged 
areas towards th(‘ east of (’alraitta including Kasha and Ballygunge? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As I have staled in uiy rejily, two schemes are under consideration. 
One is for the drainage of Panchannagram areas wilh some portion of 
the salt lake by I lie d’olly’s Nullah and the otliio scIkmih* is loi the 
drainage of tlie areas south of Ikdiy’s Nullah iiy the Peali river hy an 
open cut or in the alternative hy the existing Peali-Bidyadhari river 
after it has been improved. 

Mr. ANUKUL pHANDRA DA8: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state ii he is aware that about two miles of the river Peali 
have been, silted up during the time that Government have taken for 
prcjiaiiiiji tilt' >c}M*im‘ bn resuscitating the river Peali ^ 

• 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RISCHAN0RA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I cannot give the (*xtct length, hut the poi'tion rcfcricd to l)\ the 
honourable member is the meeting place of two tides and it is only 
natural that more silt will be dejiosited if there is delay in taking up the* 
scheme 


Dr. iTaLINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon'hle Mininter be 
pleased to state ii one of the schemes tor relieving thc'se arenas include 
the relieving of those areas which are affected on ac count of the silting 
up of the new ,Krishto]>ur canal?* 


^ The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

With regard to relieving the water-logging of that area, I may say 
^that *we are taking up the question with the Calcutta Oorjioration and 
if it matures and water is allowed to pass hy the new Kulti 
channel, the difficulty will be partly solved. • 
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Mill NAGENMA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’bk Minister ^ 
pleased to state the condition of some areas east of Calcutta under the 
Tollyg’unge Municipality within the last two years owing to the silting 
up of this river? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I think there is a different scheme for protecting the Tollygiinge Muni- 
cipal areas by an embankment. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long will the Government take to complete this? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

That is a matter tor the Tollygiinge Municipality to take up. 


Competition on Taki Road between omnibus and railway service. 

*^302, Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMED; (a) WHI the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) Defiartment be pleased to state whether 
it is the declared policy of Government not to have any motor competi- 
tion on any road running parallel to a railway line? 

(h) If the answer to (r/) is in the affirmative,^ will the Hon’ble^ 
Minister be pleased to state whetlier instructions have been issued to 
the Distrii't Officers to observe these statutory rules strictly? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(z) that the Barasat-Hasirhat In'ght Railway runs parallel to the 
Taki Road, on one side of the road; 

(n) that the District Board, 24-Parganas, had to guarantee the 
Managing Agents a minimum profit on the outlay, with the 
sanction of the Local (Jovernment; 

(ui) that a number of bus licences have lieen issued over Sham- 
bazar-Itindaghat route without the District Boai'd being 
consulted and in spite of their protests; and 

(tv) that the buses run parallel to the railway over the Taki Road? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that before , such competition the Railway used to pay over 
Rs. 50,000 annually to the District Board towards the moiety 
of the profit ; but ' ' . 

present the District Board has to meet abopt Rs. 38,000 
annually towards the guaranteed profit? 
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(e) Ib the Hon'ble Minister also aware — 

^ (t) that there is another route rm Ooiirbanjya Koad to reaeh the 

same destination, viz,, Itindagrhat ; and 

(ii) that this route is not parallel to any railway except for a very 
short distance on the Eastern Hen^^al Railway? 

(J) Are the (Tovernnient considering the desirability — 

(i) of stopping* the motor competition on the Taki Koad, or 
{ii) of diverting- the same through the (lourbanga Koad? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin: (at No. The polic\ of (lovernmeni is to 
avoid uneconomic competition. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) (/) It is ap|)roximatel\ paralhd from Baraset to Itinda. 

(ii) and (?c) Yes. 

(ill) This route was t)pt‘ne(l t(» meet juihlic demaiul and 50 li(‘ences 
were issued to ply huses«on it hut in ordi'r to avoid uneconomir* coTn]»eti- 
tion with tlie Kaih\a>, (iovcrriment have issiunl ordeis to reduce the 
number to 45. It is not liowever possible to say now if the lic.enr'es 
were issued without consulting the Di.strict Board as the buses have 
been plying for nearly 11 years. 

• (d) Yes. 

(e) 0) Yes. 

{ii) It is approximately jiarallel to the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
(/) (/) No. To avoid uneconomic competition (lovernim.'nt have 
issued orders to reduce the number of buses on the Taki Road to 45. 

(ii) No. A proposal was made by the District Board to divert 
Route llA via (jourbanga Road to Itindaghat, but it was not uj>proved. 
• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Rou ble Mmister be 
pleased tc^ state if he is aware that as a result ot tlie restriction on the 
number of buses plying on that area, eac.h bus carries a tremendoua 
amount of traffic and about 20 tfj 30 passengers seated on their articles 
on the top of the bus, leading to a very dangerous condition of con- 
veyance ? • • 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am ^ot aware of it. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is the Horrble Minister 
aware of the fact that the travelling public want to travel more 
than by the light railway? 
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The Hon’hle Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that 

either. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who disapproved the route via the Gourbanga Road? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I think the District 

Magistrate. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the District Board was not consulted 
when the buses began to run from Shambazar to ItindaghatP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already said that 
it is very difficult to state now wbai happened 11 years ago. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to instruct the District Magistrate to consult the DistJ'ict 
Board before the buses are granted licence? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (Vitainly. that will be the 
instructions. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Taki road is 
the onl\ direct connection between Hara.sct and Hasirliat, the two 
subdivisioinil he<ad(|uarters ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe so 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon ble the Home 
Minister awai'e of the fact that this light railway has become nowadays 
a public nuisance? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (juestion does not arise. 

i 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
a very large amount of traffic has got to be conveyed by that route where 
buses are the only convenient means of communication? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I do not know which 
route the honourable member is referring to. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: From Itindaghat to Taki. 

Mr. SPEAKER: From Itindaghat I think there is a railway also? 
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Dr> NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is about two miles distant from 
Itindaghat. No railway runs to Itindaghat. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of this. 

Mfa 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 

(^) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope it will ni>t be another public nuif^aiu^e. 
{Ijauphter. ) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(c)f will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Ooverninent is 
considering the desirability of withdrawing the saiudion of minimum 
guarantee of that railway which is absolutely unnecessary now!^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am afraid it c^iiinot be 
done. It is a commitment of the District Hoard, and (iovernment cannot 
withdmw it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the IJon’lile Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that for a number of months the District 
Board ke])t a huge jxirtion of the iMiad blocked t-o traffic on the jile^i that 
^repairs were to be ione, although no repaiis were done just to help the 
railway 'i 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am imt aware of this. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if a portion of the road was .so bad — — 

Mr. SJ’EAKER: ( frder, jilease, 1 could not fuitidi Dr. Sanyal’a 
question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the llon’ble Minister aware that 
a large portion ot the rmid where hnses ply from Shaml>az4ir U) llinda- 
ghat was kept clo.sed to hus traffic hy the District Board on the plea that 
they would liave refniirs doiier" • 

Mr. SPEAKER: How could buses go there!" • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: During some months there is a 
collusive arrangement between the District Board and the railwd[5H*'***^l*ii*ii 
the road is kept closed. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a matter for the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there was no way to ji^ive diversion when the portion of the Taki 
Road was under repair by the District Board ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it not the responsibility of the District Board 
of which you are the Vice-Chairman ? 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: There is no other way of giving 
diversion to all the buses during repairs. There is only one way. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: From my experience of 
the Taki road, I believe the honourable member is correct. 

Mr, ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’l)le Minister be pleased to 
state if the refusal of fi\e license^ out of bO has axoided uneconomic 
competition!'' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It was hoped that it 
would, but I do not know how tar it has done. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Does the lion ble Minister want 
to apply the remedy tor avoiding unec/onomic competition overriding 
the principle ot tree trade in this province!'' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest j<»n does not arise. 

Mr, ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the number of buses would be further reduced ? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: The number should be 
increased. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, that cannot be. 

« , 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I would like to draw the attention 
of the Speaker to the Hon’ble Minister’s reply {f) where he says “to 
avoid uneconomic competition Government have issued orders to reduce 
the number of buses on the Taki Road to 45”. It was originally 50. 
JMi" llT’^anifest that for the facilities of the railway company Govern- 
ment have deliberately reduced the number of buses from 50 to 45 a^d 
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jK)w I would like the Hon’ble Minister to explain if it is not some sort 
of protection that the Government are j^oing to give to the railway 
company in preference to the bus drivers. Under the circumstances, 
I may very well point out that by this action of theirs the Government 
are overriding the principle of free trade within the province r 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a matter ot opinion. 

Admission into the Belgachia Veterinary College. 

*303. Mauivi JONAB ALI MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Department be 
pleased to state — 

[i) how many students have l)een admitted into the Belgachia 
Veterinary College in 1938; and 
{ii) how many of them are — 

(1) Hindus? 

(2) Muhammadans, and 
(d'i Scheduled Castes V 

, (h) Were there* occasions in 1938 when candidates finally selected 

for admission were subsetiuently refused admission? 

(c) li*the answer to (b) is in the aflirmutive, would the lion ’Me 
Minister kindly state the reasons thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan); w/i A siaic- 
ment is laid on the table. 

(6) INJ. 

(c) Does not aiihc. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clavae (a) of st/irred question 
No. 303, showing the number^ of students admitted into the Bengal 
Veterinary College durir^g 1938. 

Total 

« 

, Hindus 
Muslims 

Scheduled Castes 


T3 

ol 

21 

1 
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Mauivi A8DUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if some Muhammadan students were refused admission in the je^r 
1938 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; I do not know; it may 
be so. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many Muhammadan candidates applied for admission? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to slate the reason why only one Scheduled ('antes (*andidate was taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Theie was only one 
candidate from the Scheduled (Dastes. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Why was only one candidate taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Probably no others 
came forward. , 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Construction of school buildings in Tippera. 

113. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL; (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that ,in many 
places where Scheduled Castes people and Muhammadans predominate, 
school buildings have not been erected with corrugated iron according 
to the Government plan? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) bearing the cost of erecting such school buildings on behalf of 
the people; or 

allowing them to start schools as enlisted in kacha ghars (straw 
built) measuring the same length and breadth as planned by 
the Government? 
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MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin for the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul 
Hiiq): (a) Government have no definite rules nlwut provisioii of 
corrugated iron roofs for school buildings. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in places selected tor the primary schools, the School Hoard 
requires the people of the loi'ality to construct an iron hut according 
to a fixed size? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, a specific size. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the II on’ble Minister aware 
that on account of that th(‘ education of the people of the locality which 
is inhabited by poor peoph' is likely to suffer as they cannot construct 
a hut? . 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 don't tliink so. So fur, 
our experience has lieen that there are always peojile found in the 
villages ready to ^'ome forward with land and to bear the cost of 
construction of the school buildings. 


Srinath Press, Dacca. 

114. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN; (a) Is the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of tlie Education Department aware that tlie Srinath Press, 
Dacca, is a property of the Principal, Tagannath Intermediate College? 

(h) Who is the registered proprietor ol the said jiress? 

(c) WTiat is his relation to the Principal? 

(d) What is the total amount of money which has been paid to the 
said press from the 1st of July, 1921, to the .‘Hst of March, 1938, out 
of the funds of Hie Jagannath Intermediate College? 

(e) What is the total amount which has been budgeted under the 
head “Printing” in the budget for the current financial year? 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) to (j) The press iTlte 
property of the Principal and his brother. 



m QUESTIONS. [3181 Max., 

(d) Figures readily available for the last eight years are‘ given 
below year by year — 



Bb. a. 

P- 

1929-30 

... 536 0 

6 

1930-31 

... 317 13 

3 

1931-32 

... 283 1 

9 

1932-33 

... 468 14 

6 

1933-34 

... 493 12 

0 

1934-35 

... 475 4 

9 

1935-36 

... 426 7 

3 

1936-37 

... 475 2 

6 


(e) A sum of Ks. 450 has been included under the head “Printing 
and Examination charges*^ for the current year. 


Number of Scheduled Castes employees in the Court of Wards estates 
under the Dacca Collectorate. 

IlSt Mr, DHANANilOY ROY: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Ke venue Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment for each of the different Courts of Wards estates under the Daccd 
Collectorate showing how many Scheduled Castes employees have been 
serving at jiresent — 

(i) in the superior establishment ; and 
(n) in the inferior establishment? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of recruiting 
Scheduled Castes candidates in all Courts of Wards estates at the time 
of future appointments? *■ 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) 5. 

(ii) 57. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The estates lender the Court of Wards being private and not State 
properties the interests of the estates rather than political considerations 
are the principal criterion for selecting Court of Wards officers. But 
Government do always consider the claims of suitable Scheduled Castes 
SSSidates in making such appointments and will continue to do so in^ 
future. 
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Jtuppiammtary Schedule of Authorised Expenditure. 

The Hon*ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN SARKERs Sir, in purguauc« 
of section 81 read with sub-section (^) of se. tiou 80 of the Government 
of India Act, I beg to lay before the Assembly a supplementary 
schedule of authorised expenditure for lOOS-OO Buthentii»ted by the 
signature of the Governor under sub-section (7) of section 80 read with 
section 81. 

Sir, m pursuance of sub-section (.7) of section 80 of the Government 
of India Act, I lieg also to lay liefore the Assembly a schedule of 
authorised expenditure for 19.10-40 authenticated by the signature of 
the Governor under sub-section (/) of section 8I( read with section 81. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment and Validation) Bill. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY (for the Hon'ble Httmb 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): Sir, I hep to introduce the 
Calcutta Munif'ijml (Amciidinent and "Validation) Bill, 

• The Secretary tli^n read the sliort title tif Hill, viz., a Bill further 
to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, l!h?‘i, for removal of ceiluin 
doubts about the extension of term nf office of tbe (’ouncillors and Aider- 
men of the (;orj)oration of (hdcutta. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 he^ to move that the 
said Bill be taken into consideration. 

Hon’ble memliers are aware that we have had to exiend the lib* of 
the Oorjioratioii for one year in order to enahle the next election to l>e 
held under the new Amendment Act which at jiresent is hein^ con- 
sidered b^the Jjej^islature. While considerinj^ this matter, it appeared 
to U8 that some very subtle legal brain may find Haws in tbe wording of 
section 29 and in order to remove any misapprehension or misconception 
that may arise regarding tbe validity of such exten.sion this Bill has 
been introduced.* It is a formal Bfll to render valid an Act which has 
already been completed, and which in fact is really valid and I trust 
that the Legislature will see no difficulty in accepting the Bill without 
much discussion. * 

•If. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move by 
^endment that the Bill he circulated for the pufpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon the '30th Septeml>er, 1939. 
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to say a few words regarding^ my 
motion. In view of the importance of this Bill, it is appropriate that 
the Bill should be circulated and the opinion of the people should be 
assessed before we take up such a^drastic measure. With these words 
I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 


Mfi 8ANT08>H KUMAR BASUs Sir, I understand the HonHble 
Minister has moved for the consideration of this Bill. I find, Sir, that 
in his Validation Bill the reasons which have been given in support of 
the introduction of this Bill in tliis House are contained in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons as follows: — 

“It is proposed to undertake legislation to amend the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1923 (Bengal Act III of 1923), and to hold 
under the Act as amended the next general election of Council- 
lors of the Calcutta Corporation. 

By notification No. 3114M., dated the 20th September, 1938, 
and issued under the proviso to section 39 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1923, Government have extended for a period 
of one year from the dlst March, 1939, the term of ofiice of 
certain existing Councillors and Aldermen. Government are 
now advised that as the proviso to section 39 stands at present, 
the validity of the extension granted is questionable. The 
present Bill is accordingly intended to validate that extension 
by amending section 39 with retrospective effect and by making 
the necessary consequential amendments in sections 25 and 
45.“ 


Now if we make a reference to section 39 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, we find that the proviso runs thus: — 

Provided that the said period of three years may be extended by 
the Local Government for a period not exceeding o^e year by 
notification in the Calcutta Gazette if in special circumstances 
to be specified in the notification, they so think fit. 

Therefore, Sir, the section enjoifis upon the Government to make out 
a case on the footing of special circumstances having arisen for the 
extension of the life of the Corporation. Now, in the notification which 
this Bill .seeks to validate, it is stated, “Whereas it 48 proposed to under- 
take legislation for amending the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, whereas 
intended to hold the next general election of Councillors to the 
Corporation of Calcutta under the said Act after such amendment, now 
in exercise of the power Government are extending the life*'. 



GOVERNMENT BILIiS, 


190 


lim] 

Now in thiB notification which is the basis of this proposed Bill there is 
absolutely nothing to show that any special circumstances have arisen 
which would justify the Government in extending the life of the Corpo- 
ration. All that is said is this : “Whereas it is proposed to undertake 
legislation for amending the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923**. Now 
it is quite possible to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act without 
extending the life of the Corporation for one single day. No special 
reasons whatsoever have been pui forward in this notification to justify 
the Government in extending the life of the Corporation. What special 
circumstances have arisen? Now, Sir, I might recall in this connection 
that when in 1921 the Calcutta Municipal Hill was introduced in the 
then Council, it took its own normal course. It was at the end of a 
period of three years, wdiich coincided with the termination of the 
normal terra of the (Corporation, the Bill was passed into an Act under 
which fresh elections w^ere held and tlie new (N>rporuiion began to 
function. 

That Municipal Bill of 1921 was so far-reaching in its efle('t and so 
fundamental in characi^er, it was so comprehensive in its Rco])e, that 
it not only altered the constitution of the Corporation right from its 
very foundation up to its apex, not only did it constitute the (V)rpora- 
tion the sole repository and fountain head of all power in every 
department of its activity, hut it also went further in introducing new 
•constituencies, in c^'cating new powers and new’ responsibilities from 
various points of view. In spite of that it was not considered necessary 
to extend 'the life of the Corporation by one single day. Now I might 
also recall, Sir, that in the present^Governmont of India Act the power 
to extend the life of the Assembly which ei^sted under the old Govern- 
ment of India Act has been taken away. And the relevant section of 
the Government of India Act lays down that for five years and not for 
one single day more can the Assembly function without a dissolution. 
Now, that is the spirit of the new Government of India Act, not only 
the spirit 'but also the letter of the new Government of India Act. So 
far as the proposed Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill is concerned, 
which hffs just emerged from tlie Select Committee, Government have 
relied upon the provisions of the Government of India Act for the pur- 
pose of effecting changes in the constitution of the Corporation. But 
where is the reliance upon the Government of India Act in extending 
the life of the (Corporation which the Government of India Act does not 
propose to do with regard to the different bodies created under it? I 
claim that it is a very serious matter for the Government to take away 
the right of the el^torates to choose a new set of reprewntatives at the 
end 'of three years. That power is rarely to be exercised and under 
special circumstances under section 39 of the Calcutta Municipa^-Act, 
to be specified in a notification, and then and then* alone, Government 



m 


GOVERNMENT BILLS, 


[31st Ma£., 


can extend the life of the Corporation. I am again drawing your at- 
tention and the attention of the House to the so-called special circum- 
stances for which it is proposed to extend the life of the Corporation. 
If Government had introduced legislation to amend the Calcutta Munici^ 
pal Act in all its different branches and chapters so as to affect the 
constitution — not only the constitution but also in the powers, duties 
and responsibilities of the Corporation, — introduced big changes in the 
present sections of the A(;t for the j)urpose of eft'ecting an all-round 
improvement in the affairs of the city, one (^ould have understood the 
desire of the Government to extend the life of the Corporation in order 
to l)e able to enact and give effect to legislation of that character. But 
what is being proposed now? It is proposed to introduce separate 
electorates only for a section of the community in Calcutta or to intro- 
duce reservation of seats for anolher sub-section of the community. 
Is that reason enougli — T ask in all seriousness — to induce Government 
to rob the electorates of (’alcutta of their valued right to elect their own 
representatives — a new set of reju’esentatives — at the end of three years? 
I say, Sir, if Government had difficulty in setting I heir own house in 
order and in i)ersuading the then Minister in charge of Ix)cal Self- 
Government to introduce separate electorates for Mahomedans, they 
have to thank themselves for that. If they had to take time and to 
bide their opportunity, certainly that is no reason why they should 
take away the right of the electorates to choose their own represen- 
tatives at the end of three years. T submit, Sir, (lovernment had^ 
ample time to introduce necessary legislation in time so as to allow 
the normal course of events to take place in Calcutta and the general 
election to take ])lace at the beginning of the year 1939. That they 
have not done. The question is whether this House should not record 
its emphatic protest against the light-hearted manner in which Govern- 
ment have chosen to go about its business. This is simply trifling with 
the rights of the electorates, mere playing wdth a serious matter. 
Because some prominent members or some insistent members of their 
party require a certain sort of electorate to be introduced for a certain 
community, that is no reason why you should deprive the general body 
of electors of their valuable right. That is exactly w*hat is <sought to 
be done in this case. We, as representatives of the people, will fail 
in our duty if we do not record our unequivocal protest against the 
manner in which this matter has been brought before this House. 

* j 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the arguments of 
my honourable friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu ^are hardly worth 
considering, because the Bill itself is a mere drafting change. It 
merely redrafts section 39 so m to express the purposes of the onginal 
legislation ; and there is no drastic change in the Bill at all. The 
arguments of Mr. *Santosh Kumar Basu might have been expressed in 
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relation to another Bill which has been introduced, and that liat 
notiiing whatsoever to do with the merits of the present Bill. Mr, 
Santosh Kumar Basil wishes to raise on this Bill the question as to 
whether Government was or was not rijrht in extendinjr the life of the 
Corporation and in exercising’ its rights under section 89. If Mr* 
Santosh Kumar Basil objec'ts to the Government having exercised ita 
powers under section 39, the projier method is either by way of a cut 
motion during the budget discussion, or by a special I'esolution regard- 
ing the executive action of the Ministry — (Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu : 
Toil present the House with a fait accompli ) — But hardly on this 
occasion, liecause, as T have said already, the Bill merely makes a 
drafting change in the ralcutta Municipal Act. In view of the fact 
that Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu is a good law^^er I am sure he would 
like to see good law enacted in this Tjegislature and would accept this 
amendment in good grac^. 

The motion of Mr. Atiil Kiishna Ghose that by way of amendment 
the Bill be circulated for the jmrjKise of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 30th Septemlier, 1939, was then put and lost. 

The question that the Bill lie token into consideration, moved by 
the Hon’ble Mr. H, S. Siihrawardy. was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

The question that clause 1 stand ])art of the Bill was then ))iit and 
agreed to. 

Clavse 2. 

The que.stion that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Sir, T lieg to move that in clause 3 after 
liho existing proviso, the following additional proviso be added, 
namely : — 

f 

“Provided further that on no account should more than one exten- 
sion be granted.*' 

Sir, my object *in moving this amendment is juat to protect the 
rights' and privileges of the rate-payers and the electorates residing 
within .the municipal area of Calcutta. It is also directed to maitliain 
the purity and the serenity of the administration ’of the Calcutta 
Corporation. Sir, in these days every country is moving towards the 



198 


OOVEENMENT BILLS. 


[31st Mab., 


formation of a constituent assembly, by whatever name it may be 
called in their own land. That gives the people <the right to choose 
their own representatives-sf^representativee in whom they have got itheir 
full confidence. Now, Sir, every constitution gives the people a time- 
limit for which 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it your case that the local Government have 
the power not only to give an extension of one year, but they have got 
the power to extend the term not once but twice? 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: They have got the power to extend it by 
terms, say for example 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please don’t forget ihat the original term is for 
three years, and that term is being sought to be extended by one year. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: As I read the section, Sir. I do not wish 
to extend tlie term by more than one extension under any circumstances. 

The Hon’ble H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: T don’t think so, Sir, bet^ause 
the section says “for a period not exceeding one year,” and it may be 
interpreted in this way that Government may be able to extend from 
time to time but that the aggregate shall not l)e more than one year, 
and therefore if I may interpret • 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is one thing, but the drafting here is quite 
different. 

Tho HoiYblB Mr, H, S, SUHRAWARDY: I would suggest, Sir, 
if it would suit 

Mr. SPEAKER: But Mr. Bari wants that not more than one 
extension should be allowed. ^ 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: That k my intention, Sir. ^ 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May I, Sir, with your 
leave and the leave of the House, move a short-noitico amendment 
which will express the view much better? i 

Mr. SPEAKERS The drafting seems not to be sati8factor>^ 

< 

Tfl0 Hofl’ble Mr. iH. S. SUHRAWARDY: Instead of saying *<for 
a pewod not exceeding one year” we may say ”for a term or terms 
not exceeding one* year in the aggi'ega.te.” I would like to move a 
short-notice amendment on these lines. 
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MiUlwi ABDUL BARI: In that case^ Sir, it will not be necessary 
for me ito move my amendment. I am prepared to accept the short- 
notice amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 


Rai HARERDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No question of accept- 
ing by you arises. Who are you to accept it? 

m. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, there is one point to which 
I should like to draw your attention, and it is this: probably the new 
amendment of which the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy wants to give notice 
ia to this effect that in the aggregate a period of three years can be 
extended by one year, but it can consist of smaller terms of two 
months, or three months, or four months. I would ask the Hon^ble 
Minister to consider whether it would be advisable to introduce that 
element of uncertainty in the municijml administration of Calcutta 
and whether within one year they can go on extending the life of the 
Corporation by shorter periods of two, three, or five months. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In any < a.se, so fur as the present Act is concern- 
ed, you are merely changing it for a future occasion. 

The Hon'We Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: ] TOilise, Sir, that 
there is a certain aiiiouut of danger if (loveriinient becomes (,aj)ricious, 
but I don’t think that the House will object to putting it in a proper 
order, because, aftdt all, I do not expect that any Government would 
try and extend the life of ihe Corporation merely to harass it (Mr. 
Subenbra'N'ITH lliswAS: Evervdhing is possible for you) for nothing, 
unless Government find a specific reason to extend the period by one 
year or 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If you do not see any neceeeity, 
then why do you provide for if? Do you expect any short-term 
extension ? 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: There may be emergent circumstancee. 

The Hom’Me Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, I do hoiw! that 
we will not have occasion to exercise this power on any future occasion. 

Mr. 8AMT08H KUMAR BA^U: It has never been done before. 

The Hon'We Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Still circumstances 
may change and emergencies may ariw which will make it impossible 
to Hold an election at the .scheduled time one never knows and it may 
bo advisable to keep this |>ower in the, hands of the Government at the 
da3F — ^which may be any Government. 
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Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: I would again appeal to tlie 
Hon^ble Minister that if Government really wants to change the 
period, then let it be for one year. People will then know dehnitely 
where they stand. That' would be much l)etter than leaving it in the 
hands of the provincial Government and extending it for shorter 
periods. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: It is for one year now, but* it can be 
extended from term to term. I think my friend Mr. San tosh Kumar 
Basu will remember that the life of the last Council was extended by 
four yea IS. Therefore, Sir, in order to provide for future contingen- 
cies, I think it is necessary to have a proviMon like this. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: For shorter terms like two or 
three months? 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: The term may be for six months or one 
year, or any term. T would appeal to him to consider this aspect of 
the matter. 

Mir, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Are you speaking in favour of 
your own motion or against it? 

Mr, SPEAKER, I think, Mr. Bari, you are mi^jtaken. Mr. Basu’s 
argument is that, so far as the totality of the extension is concerned, 
it sliould not l)e more than one year. His point is fundamentally 
different from yours. 


The HOfl’ble Mr, H, S, SUHRAWARDY: Surely, Sir, that question 
cannot arise unless extensions of terms are contemplated tor more than 
one year. If Mr. Basu speaks of totality then the logical conclusion 
is that he contemplates petty extension provided that the total period 
is for not more than one year. As it reads here, Sii, thei'e may be 
extensions by the Jjocal Government for a period or term not exceeding 
one year. It may be aigued that the T/<K"al Government has the iK>wer 
to extend the life of the Corporation on several tyccasions, butdhe term 
of the extension should not exceed one year at a time. As soon as you 
l)egin to talk of tobility or aggregate, you have also got to take into 
consideration this fact and to agree to the position that you may have 
to extend for more than one term. So that “one \ear“ may he com- 
posed of more than one term, say of two months, three months and so 
on. Therefore, Sir, I submit that the motion is in 'order. 

M^. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, if I have understood the 
Hon’ble Minister aright 
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Mr* BREAKER: Order, order. Let me first crossHMcamiiie tKo 
Mon’ble Minister. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Suhrawardy, your amendment is that in the proviso to section 89 
of the said Act you want to change the words “the said period’^ and 
say “the said term of three years^. 


The Hon’ble Mt. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Then you want to change the words “for a jieriod'* 
and say, “for a term”. Therefore, your original sulfstantive Bill, if 
passed, will mean this : — 

“Provided that the said term of three years may Ik‘ extended by 
the Local Government for a term not exceeding one year.“ 


Now, Mr. Bari wants to add a further proviso, viz. — 

“Provided further that on no account should more than one exten- 
sion be granted.” 

Now, what is your suggestitm to that? 


The HOfl’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: My 8llggl^stiou is: wheie 
jfe have got the wo»ds “for a period not extending one yeaj” in the 
second and third lines of the proviso, I want to substitute* it to “for 
a term or terms not exceeding one year in the aggregate”. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is a plurality of 
extensions ! 


Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: If 1 may again appeal to the 
Hon’ble Minister, I would say that you are introducing with eyes opien 
an amount of uncertainty on the off-chance of the provincial Goveni- 
ment not being capricious. You are arming the provincial Goveniinent 
with power to be capricious and then relying on its good sense not to be 
capricious. Now, when we are making legislation here, we want to 
eliminate the iiossibility of caprice being introduced in the affairs of 
the city by fixing in the Act itself that extension for shorter }>eriods 
should not be allowed. If the Hon’ble Minister had sought to provide 
that there would not be any extension for more tlian one term, and 
that term might be* for less than one year, I could have understood it. 
If the^ think extension for one year is necessary, let them give one 
year and stop there but let them not go on giving extension after exten- 
sion and term after term. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order. Sir. 1 
do not know whether the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has put up his 
amendment before you but he is speaking* about some amendment to 
amend clause 3. My submission is that his proposed amendment is not 
in order. This Bill is for validating the extension granted by notifica- 
tion No. so-and-so, for one year. The extension has already been made 
by a notification. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, do you see that it is not merely vali- 
dation but also amendment? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Statement of Objects and 
Eeasons says in order to validate the notification, some necessary 
consequential amendments are necessary in sections 25 and 45 and no 
further. The statement is very clear on this point. 

Mr. SPEAKER : P\)r the purpose of validation, section 3J1 comes in. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The notification has already 
extended the life ot the (W|K>ration for one y^ear and the Bill is also 
for some consequential amendments, but his amendment is now a new 
thing. It goes beyond the scope of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, I would have agreed^ with Mr. Biswas if 
there had Ijeen no clause 3 in the Bill itself, and you may rememl)er 
that throughout my ruling, it is not merely the Objects ayd Reasons 
but the Bill itself that has also been taken into consideration. It is 
quite true that the interpretation .which you have suggested may be 
pt)ssible it only the Statement of Objects and Reasons is taken into 
account, but the Statement of Objects and Reasons, along with the Bill 
where they propose to amend section 39, has, to be taken into consi- 
deration. Once they propose to amend section 39, it is in order. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The proix)sal for amendment 
has only arisen on account of the notification which has already been 
issued by the Government extending the term of the presenf Corpora- 
tion by one year. Therefore, we are concerned here either to validate 
that notification or not to accept it. So, 1 say this amendment about 
two shorter terms does not arise hare. Certainly if a^ amendment ol 
the Calcutta Municipal Act is sought and this section 39 is brought in, 
members are quite^ free to suggest amendments that may arise, but 
having come only for the purpose of validation of §. notification, I ask 
you, Sir, to consider whether we ought to waste our time in considering 
such amendments as two months, three months, four months, etc. 
Such amendments may be considered when they bring in a comprehen- 
sive amending Bilt. 
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Mauivi ABDUL BARI* Sir, lookinjr with » hlurred vision, thoy 
lost sight of 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no use complicating matters. 

MmIvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Biswas has said that this Bill has been 
brought in only for the purpose of validation of the notification that 
has been issued, and not for anything else. But that is not so. It is 
meant also for the future, that the sections have got to be amended. 
So far as the observation of my friend, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, that 
it is the caprice of the Government, is conceriKHl, T may say that 
Government caprice will he given a due play if you do not amend it in 
the manner suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy htHaiise if the 
provincial Government want to extend the time for more than taie year, 
they can do so under the existing Act. They can extend the term tor 
one year, two years or three years. 

Ml*. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Then you do not stand by your 
own amendment. , 

Maitivi ABDUL BARI: My amendment does not covei the whole 
thing. One extension might be for three months, six months or even 
for one year. But within that one year, there may be more than one 
extension. * 

Mf. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Are you aiguing against your 
own amendment ? • 

MSuIvi ABDUL BARI: Yes. Because 1 think the amendment that 
has been suggested by the Hon’ble Mini.ster is more comprehensive and 
that would not complicate matters. That will solve the real liifficulty. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Then gi ve up your own 

amendmefit. 

WkniIvi ABDUL BARI: I freely admit that my amendment is not 
comprehensive. , I do admit it because it is no good saying things which 
may not be quite correct. But it is not falling into the trap of the 
other party. There is no question of reprimanding this side or that. 
It is in the intere^^ts of the rate-payers that the amendment has lieen 
iuggested. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I think the Hqn'blc Minister has 
imderstood my point. 
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Th0 Hon’Me Mr. H. S. BUHRAWARDY: Yes. But I stick to my 
amendment. I want to make it clear that "‘for a term of one year’' 
may be interpreted that Government have power to extend the term 
from time to time for one year, for several years, but for a term not 
exceeding one year at a time. But if my amendment is accepted, it 
will be made clear that Government can on no account give extension 
for more than one year in the aggregate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then we are all agieed on one point, namely, that 
provided the Bill is passed, the power of extension will be given. 
Secondly, provided that power of extension is given, it should not be 
for more than one year in the aggregate. I think there is no contro- 
versy on this point. The only question foi’ decision is, provided the 
power of extension for one year is given, whether that should include 
the power of not merely extending in one instalment but in two or 
several instalments. That (iiiestion can In? decided by voting. 

Mif. EANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is a question of api^aling 
to his good sense. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I will make my point 
clear by giving (me instance. Suppose, an election is fixed for Febru- 
ary. But certain incidents may arise in February which may make 
the holding of election impossible. We hoi>e thit the situation will 
improve in three months’ time. We postpone the election for three 
months but the situation does not improve after three moriths, rather 
it l>ecomes worse. So the elec'iion cannot be held after three 
months. Therefore, it would be necessary to extend the life of the 
Corporation until the election can be held. So, I think, in the interests 
of good administration, this amendment, which I have proposed, should 
be accepted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 take it, therefore, that, so far as clause 3 (a) 
is concerned, it stands, and in clause 3 (b), the drafting should be that 
for the words “for a period not exceeding one year”, the \^rd8 “for 
a term or terms not exceeding one year in the aggregate” should be 
substituted. 

0 , 

Now, to simplify matters, the best course would l)e for Mr. Bari 
to withdraw' his amendment. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Sir, this will lead to difEculties 
with regard to other sections of the Act. The term of the Mayor haa 
already been fixed ^for one year and this has got to be amended if this 
term business is introduced. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Before Mr. Sulirawardy speakjj may 1 point out 
one thing? I find that so far as section 39 is concerned the word 
has been applicable to the period of three years and the word 
‘*period^^ has been applicable to a term which is less than three years. 
You leave that section as it is. In the next section you want to change 
the words ‘‘said period” to “said term”. That part is all right. In the 
second part the word “period” is again changed to “term”. (Consis- 
tently speaking, I think it would he better if the word “period” remains 
and the language of your draft is changed to. “for a jieriod or periods 
not exceeding one year”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I thought of that<- 
whether I could have “period” in.stead of “term” in the second line 
of the paragraph. But the jieriod in section 39 refers to the period of 
appointment of an appointed Councillor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you move an amendment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H/8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 beg to move that in 
the proviso to section 39 tor the word.s “for a period not exceeding one 
year” the words “for a term or terms not exceeding one year in the 
aggregate” he substituted and that sub-clause (h) be deleted. 

Mr. aOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: T submit that this will create 
confusion. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRa’waRDY: It won’t. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Has Mr. Sulirawardy looked at 
section 10" 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I have considered it, and 
I hope M*!’. Sautosli Kumar Basu has also considered wl»at the iiresent 
power of (jovernmeiit is. The .section says that it may be extended 
for a period not exceeding one year which implies that it may be 
extended for a period of not less^ than one year, and, therefore, the 
difficulty which* existed before exists in the pre.sent Act. If the life 
of a Mayor is for a year and power is given under section 39 as it 
stands in the present Act to extend the life of th^ Corporation for a 
period not exceeding one year contemplating thereby that (luvemment 
may*e5ctend the life of the Corporation for less than one year, the 
original difficulty still exists, that difficulty is not aggravated nor is any 
new difficulty added by the amendment I proprise. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I just point out to the 
Hon'ble Mr. Snlirawardy that under the proviso to section 39 the life 
of the Corporation must extended before it expires? It may be for 
a year or for a smaller period. But taking that proviso along with 
section 10 which provides that the Mayor shall be elected at the first 
meeting of the year which must under section 59 be held in the month 
of April, and shall hold office until the first meeting of the next follow- 
ing year, the option now given to the Government under the proviso 
to section 39 of granting an extension to the Corporation for a period 
not exceeding one year, must be limited, and the Government cannot 
now give any extension for a shorter period, which would militate 
against the provisions of section 10 relating to the term of office of the 
Mayor. But the power now proposed to be taken by the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter for granting several short extensions within a year will be in 
clear conflict with section 10. In the absence of any definite pro- 
vision for a (complete extension for a year or one smaller extension or 
anything of that kind, with consequential changes in section 10, an 
element of uncertainty arises if extensions are granted in the middle 
of the year, while at the beginning of the fi^'st extended term, the 
office of the new Mayor will be normally expected to run its full course 
of one year under section 10. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am expecting another validating Bill. 

i» 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Bari that in clause 2 after the existing 
proviso, the following additional proviso be added, namely: — 

* ‘Provided further that on no Account should more than one exten- 
sion be granted” 

was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The short notice amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy 
that sub^olause (b) of clause 3 be deleted and that in the proviso to 
section 39 for the words “for a period not exceeding one year” the 
words “for a term or terms not exceeding one year in the Aggregate” 
be substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 3, as i^ended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clauses 4, 6 and €. 

The question that clauses 4, 5 and 6 stand part of the Bill w$s thto 
put and agreed to. 



GOVBENMENT BILM. 


m 


Clause 7. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 beg to move that clause 7 
be deleted. 

My contention is that this clause is outside the scope of the Bill. 
This clause wants to give some powers to Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can you say that it is outside the scope of 
the Bill? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 am saying this on the 
strength of the Preamble and the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 
This clause has not come by way of amendment of any existing clause 
of the Act. 

Rai HARENORA NATH GHAUDHURI: Please look at the second 
part of the Act. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Clause 7 clashes with section 
44 of the present Act. This clause should have come by way of 
amendment either as an additional section to the present Act or by way 
of an amendment of section 44 of the present Act. But it lias come 
independently. So^ I say that this (dause cannot be considered as a 
clause amending the present Act. 

With Chese words, I submit that this clause is ultra ones and should 
not be accepted. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is just one point. In section 7 the point 
has been raised that it comes into conflict with section 44 fvf the 
present Act, and thus a difficulty arises. 

Tha Hlon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Section 45, as it exists, 
only means to fix a time for the preparation and publication of the 
electoral* roll at the time of the first election which was held more than 
ten year ii%o. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Bill is coming before us 
later on, wherein clause 44 has been amended by a similar clause. So 
in this Bill also, I say, it should have come by way of an amendment. 
In the form in which it appears in this Bill it is dot an amendment. 

t 

lir. iPEAKER: I understand your point. The position is that 
we will havi two Municipal Acts in operation ^in Calcutta. The 
original Act and this Act. 
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Mri 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US Just as we see two Local Self- 
Goverament Ministers working in the Cabinet? 

The motion that clause 7 be deleted was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 7 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to move that the 
Bill, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Ajgricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1988. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I beg 

leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act, 1936. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg 

also to move that the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 
1939, he referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Rui Bahadur Kshirod Chandra Roy, 

(2) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(3) Mr. J. W. R. Steven, 

(4) Maulvi Huji Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, 

(5) Mr. Md. Moshin Ali, 

(6) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(7) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(8) Maulvi Mafizuddiu Ahmed, 

(9) Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, 

(10) Mr, Harendra Kumar Sur, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report as early a? possible and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at four. 

Sir, in submitting this motion to the House and in requesting 
to refer the Bill to the Select Committee I do not think 1 should eutir 
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into a detail^ discudsion at this stage. The Statement of Objects 
And Reasons makes it clear as <o what the provisions in the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors (Amendments Bill are. I need only draw the 
^entiou of the House to some of the provisions that we <*ontemplate 
introducing in the existing Act. In the first place. Sir. it will appear 
that this amending Bill is designed to exdmle the Municipal dues and 
the'TJnion Board rates from the operation of the existing Act. The 
reasons are obvious, and I need not dilate upon them. By clause 5, 
it is intended that where ther^i ^p> jniii< rL>]Onr>^ -^ili relief 

^3^ application being made to the Debt Settlement Ifoard. It 

-j’tfnitended, in the next place, b\ clauses I! and 7, to shorten the period 
of time that is taken unduly in getting n(»ti(‘es served. And in the 
next place, by clause 1) oi the amending Bill, it is intended to give 
proper relief with regard to (dass ol debt known us usufructuary 
mortgage in tins province. ‘Tlicre is another provision made in clause 
14 by which, when the matter is brought before the A])pellat(* (kniri, 
the Appellate Court will have the power to issu(‘ notice for the staying 
of any matter that may be pending before any Civil or Bevenne (y\)urt. 


Sir, one otlier matter was very distinctly raised by my friend 
Mri^'iManmatlia Natli Boy at the time of the last bu<lget discussion, I 
mean the discussion in 1938, when ln‘ pointed out the ditliculty that 
was experienced with regard to cert.iin ( as(>s (h-alt with under section 
3 4, where , by certain rulings of the llon’blc High (\)uri, the position 
was 'made very difffl'ult in the sense that while one set of decisions 
held the debt to be existing up to tlie time when the sale took place, 
another ebrss held the debt to be existing until the sale was confirmed. 
B\ clause 1") we want to fuit an e^id to this -^ort of anomaly and we 
suggest b\ this « ]au-<e that_debt yvill )m‘ consi<lered to exist up to the 
point wjjen the s ale will be confirmed, if there is an,\ sale h(‘ld by Ibe 
Civil Court. Sir, these are some of tlie pro\ihinns that w(‘ have made 
m this amending Bill. 1 have indicated on several o<ca8ion8 the 
difficulties that have Ireeu experienced by the Debt Settlement Boards 
in giving "proper relief and to put an end to those difficulties this 
amendment has been thought of. 


With •regard to the personnel ot the Select Committee, as it is 
,^i^0nded that we should have this Bill passed at an early date, I have 
not Ireen able to make the Select (kmimiltec larger; but even in this 
rather narrow compass, we have taken representatives from all sections 
of the* House. *Sir, the Bill was published as far back as the 12tb 
January last in the Official Gazette, and it has been before the public, 
for these three months. With these few words. Sir, T commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Hr, P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move by way of amendment that 
this Bill bef circulated for the purpose of eliciting dpinion thereon by 
thb dOtV 1939. 

IK 
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In doing »o, I must first point out to the Hoh’ble* lilinister that 
the law is bad not only in name but also in actual working and it has 
been admitted by Government that this art — it is konwn to be bad 
widely — is not only bad but in operation it has become worse and by 
the amendment that is sought to be made it is going to be made much 
worse. Now, Sir, we find that the administration of this Act has 
been worse and at the same time (]uite hopeless for this reason, that 
the High Court has no revisional power over it. The Hon’ble 
Minister has also explained the difiieulties, and, therefore, he has sought 
to introduce section 15 just to take away the anomaly. Now, Sir, 
this is not the first instance. There are thousand and one instances 
which can be multiplied. Since its introduction w'e know how it is 
working in different parts of the country. There are dift'erent Boards 
and different appellate offic^ers. They pul different interpretatiouft. 
In the beginning when this Bill was being passed into law we pointed 
out that the Government were heading for a crisis. The Government 
were eager to do good to the agriculturists but the Government have 
now found that they could not give any relief whatsoever to the agri- 
culturists though the Bill was intended to give relief to them. Now, 
Sir, as I have pointed out each Board puts its own interpretation*^nd 
1 would now point out to the TTon’ble Minister how this amendment — 
amendment of section 2{0 ) — where he proposes to put in the word 
‘‘occupation” before “primary means of livelihood” would improve 
the Act. I find no difference whatsoever. Its interpretation will be 
left as vague as it was before. Now, Sir, for example I will put 
to him the case of his brother Minister the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna 
Deb Itaikut. In his case w’e notice that on account of the fact that he 
has tea estates and forests his priniary means of livelihood is found to 
la* agriculture, and, therefore, it is well known that though hej’s a big 
zemindar, he has come under the purview of this Act. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On u point of order, Sir. 
friend Mr. Banerji is referring to a cuse which is still suh judice 
at Jalpaiguri. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He is just citing an example. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: The honourable member is hopelessly mistaken. 
I was just referring to 

(At this stnge the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr, 8PEAKE4): Before I proceed with the regular businese of 
the House, I may state that we have been able to put up to the 
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members tbe^fiist instalment of the amendments of the liengal Money- 
lenders Bill up to elause 10, so that memhers mif?ht ^et nn oppor- 
tunity to g*o throu^li them. We shall try to put up the otlier amend- 
ments hy to-morrow or the da> atter. These will lie sent to their 
residence. 1 find troiu this list of anieiidments that there are practi- 
cally 6 or 7 motions relating to circulation for idiciting public opinion 
and recommittal. I draw the attention of the Hon ’hie Sii’ Naziiuud- 
din to clauses 1 and 2. Clause 1 does not seem to he \ery imjiortaut 
and may be finished in a day, hut i lause 2 is very iiiijiortant and may 
take a longer time. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Now, Sir, before the recess 1 was submitting 
for the information of the Hon ’hie Ministei’ that the amendment 
proposed in clause 2 will not in any way im]»rove the Bill. The loop- 
hole will remain, as 1 have just shown hv wa> of an illustration, that 
even the big zemindars and the tea companies would get in. as the 
language has been left so vague. Now, the point is what is the 
improvement the Hon ’hie Minister wants to make by his amendment. 
In spite of his amendiiient the vagueness still remains, and there is 
no improvement whatsoever. By this section, as we read it, “debtor” 
means a person w^hose occujiation and primary means of livelihood is 
agriculture and who is a raitfat or an iinder-ri//yo/ or cultivates land 
himself or In memhers of his family or h> hired luhourms or by fulhiargf 
hargadars or hhagclKra, and the term includes a group of persons who 
join in making an apjilication under the provision of section h(/). 
Now, Sir, 1 would ask the Hon'ble Minister to consider what improve- 
ment he has made, as there is still ^the difficulty as to lonv he can help 
the agriculturists. I could have understood him if In* had put in 
the word “agi icultui ist” and given a d(‘finite definition ot the term 
agriculturist. It is well known io the Hon’hh- Minister that the Bill 
"spas passed for the r(‘lief of the agriculturists, hut now no relief will 
be given. Now, all zemindars and tea companies and ev<*rv om* can 
come under this Bill. 

Then, Sir, there is another innovation, I mean usufructuary 
mortgageT That is clause 9. In ilause ft there is an amendment of 
flection 19. Here the Hon’hle Ministei hrings in tlie usufructuary 
mortgage. I submit, the benefit given under section 2G(^/) of the 
Bengal Tenancy Amendment) A(^ is being taken away by this very 
Bill. I, therefore, say that this clause is absolutely dangerous, and, 
as we have pointed out in the course of the deha^te, the section, as 
it stands, is unju.^t^and iniquitous. 

Now, Sir, here is provided that in Ih years or at any time if this 
Board decides that sufficient money has been reiilised it will he enough. 
Sir, as Pliave pointed out in the beginning, diflferent boards are making 
their own interpretations, and the Hon’ble Minister will perhaps agree 
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with mo that there is no question of any fixed principle whatsoever in 
this matter, because the High Court has no revisionary power over the 
awards of the Board. T#o months ago, a test case was finally heard 
in the High Court, and the case was perhaps so complicated that even 
the High Court could not i)a8s any judgment up till this morning. I 
vould ask the Hon’ble Minister why complete usufructuary mortgages 
should be wiped out altogether by the Board’s award. Knowing as 
he does the condition of the people in the rural areas, how can he say 
that it is possible for creditors to get double the amount as interest!' 
They cannot even rec over the principal — not to speak of large amounts 
by charging a high rate of interest. 

Then, Sir, I would draw your attention to the fact that different 
cases are decided on by the Boards differently in different districts. 
The funniest part of the whole thing is that even a person having 
homestead land and 10 cocoanut trees, can be declared an agriculturist 
by the Board. There was a case like that in the district of Barisal 
some time back. This is the anomaly for which I think there must 
be a (‘omprehensive law on this subject, and, therefore, 1 would appeal 
to the Hon’ble Minister to frame a comprehensive law in order to give 
relief to the agriculturists, for which the Bill was originally intended. 
There may be delay of 2 or d months for doing this, but that is a 
matter of very little importance*. The two points that 1 have discussed 
for the consideration of the House and, in paiticular, for the considera- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister are very important innovations, and, 
therefore, Sir, I have moved this amendment as the sad pliglit of the 
agriculturists still remains the same. The Hon’ble Minister must 
consider how they are going to jiro.^ect the interests of the tenants and 
the agriculturists, which is the professed objec t of the Government, 
and for wliieh, in season and out of season, they are shedding 
crocodile's tears. (Laughter from Congress benches.) 

As regards the operation of this Act, everyone is agreed that it is 
a bad Act. It has done great mischief to the people, and lo improve- 
ment whatsoever has been made in the condition of the poor people. 
It has been pointed out by ineinber after member in this IJouse that 
by the operation of this Act no benefit lias been derived by the agricul- 
turists. The Hon’ble Minister, I believe, is aware that rural credit 
has been abolished altogether and the poor agriculturists to-day have 
come to grief * 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill bfe circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the I5th June, 1939^1* 



im] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


213 


Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE RAY CHOUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move that after the name of Maiilvi Mafizuddin Ahmed, 
the following names be inserted, namely: — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(2) Mr. Birendra Kishore Ray Choudhury. 

Sir, the reason for which 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ray (Choudhury, it is not lUM'esKury for you 
to make any speech. 


Mr. I. D. JALAN: Mr. S])eaker. Sir. I rise to HUpjunt tin* motion 
of Mr. P. Banerji. 

In supporting this motion. Sir, I am constiaincd to sa> tliat I !im 
surprised that the llon’hh* Minister in charge has taken no note «>1 
the opinion and ol)servat ions of not only irres])onsihIe advisers like 
ourselves hut also of tlo' Reserve Bank of India, the High Court 
judgments and even tlfe utterances which have* Ihh'U made* by some 
members of the Ministry from time to time. 

Sir, the main principle of this amending Bill is that it is gt)ing 
to tighten further tin* position of the creditors, and that is the very 

point over which th^ie has Ix'en so much of agitation in tlie country. 

Sir, my friend is, perhaps, not aware of the fact that to-day a Full 
Bench of tlie High (Vuirt has (ome to the decisiem that certain sections 
of this Act and, especiall>, section, d4, are ultra vire.i. My friend, the 
Hon’ble Minister, ought to have withdrawn this Bill and reframed ii 
in the light of the judgment of the Full Ihmch delivered to-day, but 
I believe that the Hoirhle Mini.ster is perhaps not acquainted with what 
has transpired to-day in the High Court. 

Sir, it Js a very serious matter which the llon’hle Minister ought to 
take note of, viz., that section ‘14 is no longer applicable to the High 

Qourt and that on the strength ot a decree i)assed by the High Court 

a creditor is capable of attaching the proi)erties of his debtors in spite 
of the award of the Debt Settlement Board. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister, I believe, during this interval will 
properly undersiand and apiireeicfte the effect of the five judgments 
which have been delivered hy the Full Bench ot the High ( oui't to-day. 
All the Judges constituting the Full Bench have come to the eom-lusion 
that this A<.‘t is ultra mres, so far as the High Court is concerned. 
One .ot the Hoii’ble Judges has no doubt stated that it is intra vires of 
the District Courts and other courts of Bengal, but it is still a very 
doubtfuF proposition as to how far section 44 would J)e ajiplicable even 
to Distiict courts. While some Judges are of opinion that the word 
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‘"Civil Court” in the Act does not include the High Court, there are 
others who hold that it does include the High Court. If it does 
include High Court, then section 34 may be entirely ultra vires. On 
the other hand, if it does not include the High Court, then it becomes 
ultra vires ^ at least so far as the High Court is concerned. 

Now, Sir, several Judges of the High Court have pronounced their 
views from time to time about the iniquitious result of the operation 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ A(‘t. It is surprising that Govern- 
ment is not paying any attention to the opinion of the highest judiciary 
of the province and is bent u])ou pursuing its policy of bringing about 
the ruin of the people. (Cries of “Shame, shame” fiom (’ongress 
Benclu's.) (Ijaughter fnun Coalition hemhes.) I may add, Sir, that 
in a case which I had the misfortune to conduct before Ameer AH, J., 
his lordslil]) slated his views In these terms, and what he said on that 
occasion is worth perusal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Amir Ali observed in that case: “It is 
established or admitted that the applicant for stay was himself a 
member of the Debt Conciliation Boiyd in question.” It means that 
the person who is the applicant is himself the judge ! Is there any 
law in the world which can tolerate this sort of thing P Is there any 
civilised Government where the man who is himself (‘oncerned in the 
dispute, occupies tlie position of the judge? Then, again, the Hon’ble 
Judge goes on — ”1 was also pressed with the fact that this debt had 
been incurred in the course of piecegoods business! This again to my 
mind do(*H not affect the legal question. A(‘ts such as those which 
break new grounds are apt to lead to interesting .situations. This Act 
may have the beneficial effect of lending people to take greater interest 
in Agriculture. It may also iiniuove the business of Kabuli money- 
lenders who do not for the recovery of their dues have recourse to 
courts of law." Can there be a worse condemnation of the Act than 
the above pronouncement made by the Hon’ble Judge of the High 
Court ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Costello in one of the cases remarked: — 
‘Tt is to be observed that, although the alleged debt was as much as 
Rs. 26,000, yet it does not seem open to the Court to decide or even 
consider whether the debtor comes within the Act or whether he does 
not. That question rests solely wdth the Board. If, therefore, there 
were no other matters to be taken into consideration, there would have 
arisen tliis amazing situation; that the Debt Settlement Board of 
Parbutipur would have been able to hold up a suit started in the Court 
of the Subordinate Judge of Darjeeling in which a sum of over 
Rs. 26,0(M) was in dispute, and if that Debt Settlement Board had 
come to the conclusion that the defendants were in fact debtors within 
the meaning of the Act, the Board might have completely ousted the 
Court and adjudicated in effect upon a claim for Rs. 26,000 and the 
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only appeal against their derision wonld have Wen to a Munsif whose 
ordinary powers might he limited to eases involving not more than 
one thoiisand rupees. It seems clear, therefore, that the Bengal Debt 
Settlement Act in its preseirt shape is likely to entail consequences of 
a fantastic description, which ohvionslA could not have been fully 
realised or even diinl> foreseen when the Act was drafted or when it 
vu'i passed into law.*' 

The Hon’ble Judge* ot ihe High Court perha])s did not ai)])reciale 
that the (iovernra(*nt was incapable of foreseeing and realising ihe 
implications of this Act. Kven to-day in the Full Bench case the 
Hon’ble Chief Justic(‘ has observed that <‘ases like these are in (jUestion, 
which had come to the Higli Court, and bring the Act int(» disrepute. 

In this case whi(*h was before the High Court there was a claim for 
Rs. 71,000 between two merchants— not one of them was an agricul- 
turist. A settlement was arrived at and receivers were a])])ointcd. 
When the property was going to be put ui» for salt*, the d«d)tor makes 
an application to the Debt S(‘ttlement Board, and the whole machinery 
of law comes to a standstill. Two years have elapsed and n(> remedy 
could be found. The (ir(Mlitor had to spend a lot of money in order to 
get a decision of the High Court and what is tin* d(‘cisi(m?' The 
Court said tfiat it is iiJtni nres. I say that thi^ deidsion ot tin* Cmiri 
is a sad refleciion uj)on the judicial mind of the Legislature. Utmost 
consideration must be s}i()wn in preparing and consideritig these laws. 
• For the last two tears ever> ])ers(m who is a lawyer has been «*on- 
fronted with the tact that there hav(‘ b(‘eii so many amendments to the 
laws that*it is ditticult to cope with them. One law caret ull> devised 
must be produced bt'tore the Legi^slature and jnissed ; ami pr*oi)lc must 
know as t(» where the> stand, it is not m*c<*ssarv i(»r me to go into 
iletail ov(‘r the vaiious jirovisions ot the Bill introduced by the Hon’ble 
Minister. It is suHieient to say that wherever there has Ireen the 
elightest favour or the sliglitest tiling w’hieh go<‘s ff)r the benefit of 
the creditor, it has been sought to be w^aslied away. Under tin* Act, as 
it stands,* unless (10 jrcr cent, of the creditors agree to tlie reduction of 
the principal amount, the Debt Settlement Boards have no power to 
reduce fftie amount. 

Now, under this Bill, that provision is sought to he washed away. 
Even the principal is to be reduced, and by whom? By those persons 
of the Debt Sj^ttlement Board w^io are working honorary. It juisses 
the comprehension of any reasoiiahlt* man how five persons w'ithout 
any remuneration, w’ithout any payineni, will tr\^ to give the utmost 
consideration to ^he problems from day to du\ and deal not with 
thousands and thou.sands (»f rupei*s but lakhs and lakhs of rujrees. 
To* these people are entrusted the destinies of thousands of creditors. 
It passesR my comprehension, it passes the eoinprehension of any 
person who has the slightest sense of justice in him as to why the 
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Ministry has taken a course which !s «o detrimental to the interests of 
the people. The Reserve Bank of India which is regarded as 
responsible Bank, has warned against the pernicious effects of this Act. 
It is sufficient for me to say that the Reserve Bank, as a matter c/t 
fact, has, in practice, found that many Banks which have dealings 
with agriculturists are now anxious to call in their loans as soon as 
possible and restrain the business. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy in opening the Rural 
Bank at Chinsurah said : “The general economic depression and the 
rumour that the provisions of the Bengal Money-lenders’ Bill would 
debar creditors from recovering their legitimate dues, have adversely 
aff'ected the credit system in the mofussiT’. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister in one of his speeches expressly admitted that the effect of 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act has been detrimental to the 
credit system of the provimte. But he was too magnanimous to ask 
people to supply credit. But that is impossible under the present 
circAimstances and the people’s position will be much worse, if the 
present amendment is passed into law. 1 am sorry I have got no time 
to d(‘al with all the points. But 1 am (piite satisfied that, in view of 
the decision of the Full Bench to-day and in view of the utterances 
of these responsible persons, it would be wise at present on the part 
of the Government to examine from all jioints of view the existing 
laws and produce before the House a Bill which will command res])ect 
and attention of the public and which will be really useful, and in th^ 
best interests of the people. Government must not take the view that 
the middle-classes of Bengal have got to be crushed. It is a fallacy 
which Government would do very well to disabuse their mind of 
altogether. It is impossible for Beifgal to flourish if the middle-classes 
are crushed in this way. 

Tlien we know. Sir, that lawyers are debarred from appearing 
before these Debt Settlement Boards. At the same time, there is not 
a single man of judicial experience on the Board, and the Hon’ble 
Minister has said that it is not necessary to have persons of judicial 
experience on the Board. I do not want to blame the personnel of 
the Board. 

Sir, there are district (H)urts and judges’ courts which have been 
affected very much by the operation of the Debt Settlement Boards. 
Why not entrust the work of these, Boards to these courts which are 
now suffering from want of work? I do not find any reduction in the 
expenses of these district and civil courts — the expenses are there as 
before — although litigation has greatly reduced. Why not entrust 
these courts with the work of these Boards instead of leaving it to the 
hands of illiterate villagers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Mullick has said that judicial experience is not 
required from persons who work on the Debt Settlement Boards. I may 
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that if a person goes through this Act, he will find that in innumer- 
able places the highest judicial tact and the highest judicial impartiality 
is required in order to decide what is fair and what is not fair. Even 

definition of “debtor” is such that it will tax the energy of a 
• practising lawyer of experience to decide whether or not a particular 
person comes under the definition of the word “debtor.” Does the 
• Hon’ble Minister mean to say that this question can be decided by 
those persons who have no knowledge of law and who have lent their 
services honorary for the sake of motherland? I emphatically say, 
although I do not wish to <'ast any aspersion upon the perstmiiel of 
these Boards, that so far as the (lovernment are concerned they stand 
condemned before the tribunal of justice, they stand condemned before 
the public, and 1 shall once more implore the Hoirblc Minister not to 
ruin the credit of Bengal, not to do such a thing for which the entire 
posterity will curse us. (j()vernment should not be guided by considera- 
tions of short-sightedness. You must view the whole problem from u 
long point ot view, and post(‘rity will be grateful to you if without 
impairing the credit of Bengal you can relieve the per)ple from their 
debts. 

(Here the member having reacdieMl his time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Mr. G. MORGAN: I had hoped that my honourable friend 
Mr. Mullii'k would bring in a Bill to rep(‘al the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors’ Act instead of bringing in an amending Bill to the present 
unsatisfactgry and unworkable Act. Unfortunately I was not in the 
House when the Hon’ble Minister moved for a grunt of Ks. 21 lakhs j 
for the Debt Settleimuit Boards; otherwise I would have suggested/ 
what I am suggesting now, i.c., that he should repeal the Act to dol 
away with tjhe Debt Settlement Boards and utilise th(^ 21 lakhs in/ 
other better idianneliT Having said that 1 now come to the Bill 
which is before the Himse and the motion w'hich is moved by the 
Hon’ble IVtinister for referring it to a Select Committee. 

I welcome the attempt on the part of the Government to ameliorate 
the present Act but as I said before it would have been betto to do 
away .Tvith the 4c^ltogether. On this amendi^ Bill one or two things 
I should like to point out — to draw the attention of the Select Com- 
mittee, if appointed. One is with ^regard to the definition of a debtor. 
Occ upatio n is rfot defi ned^ and 1 think the honourable member who 
spoke just before me was also of the same opinion that any lawyer wdio 
drafts a petition finds it diflficult to understand the definition of a debtor 
as stated in the Bfll, but since “occupation” is not defined I do not 
think the definition of the debtor would be at all satisfactory. 

With regard to the change from “any officer .who has judicial 
' experience” to the wording “servant of the Crown I am afraid I am 
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absolutely ignorant of what any servant of the Crown means. I do 
not know the lowest grade of the “servants of the Crown.” I doubt 
whether it will be a happy change because I do not think he will be as 
■competent as an officer with judicial experience. 4 

There is a clause dealing W’ith joint debts, which gives the board 
comj)lete jurisdiction over the entire joint debt for rent. At present 
for no joint debt can an individual debtor seek relief. Under the new 
Bill one meinlKT of the joint debt can seek relief and the whole debt is 
•decided. Where there are other joint debtors, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 whatever 
they may be, they have to accept the decision of tlie Debt Conciliation 
Board even if they have not been applicants in the case. 

Sections ISy 19 y and 19(a ). — 1 think the Select Committee will have 
to give very serious attention to these. Tn the obje(!ts and reasons of 
the Bill the Hon’ble Minister has stated that the Bill prescribes a 
procedure for dealing with debt secured by usufructuary mortgage and 
for restoration of the land to the debtor. There is no mention in the 
clauses of the Bill of the words “usufructuary mortgage” and that 1 
trust the Select Committee will go into. What does it mean!'' It means 
a debt against which possession of land or iininovable pr()])erty has been 
given to the creditor as security. But now before the original debt is 
cleared off that security must be returnerl. This will le>^sen the value 
•of the existing usufructuary mortgages. I considex" this to be altogether 
too revolutionary and will considerably reduce th<‘ value of securities 
already accepted in good faith. 

Jicl me now take u|> st'ctions J‘(S and IffA. J do not think 1 have 
many more i)oints to draw the attention of the Select C!ommittee to, 
but there are one or two points which 1 would like to mention. I 
think they require a very careful consideration and unless the Hon’ble 
Minister feels inclined to withdraw' the Bill and to bring in a repealing 
Bill lor the present Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ Act, the Select Com- 
mittee W’ill have to try and improve the very serious defects in the 
present Bill. The llon’ble Minister has received from me ,^rom time 
to time figures showing how unsatisfactorily the Debt Conciliation 
Boards operate and I have no hesitation in saying from the experience 
that I have gained that w'e would be much better without them. At 
the same time I know that there is a clamouring in all- the districts, for 
such Boards. 1 can quite understand the reasons for it ! It is very 
difficult to refute the argument in theory, but in practice it is useless 
and I consider that the Debt Conciliation Boards ought to be completely 
done away with. 

With these wprds J support the motion for reference to Select 
Committee. 
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The Hon'Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
sorry it is impossible lor me to agree to the suggestion of my friend 
Mr. P. Banerji when he moves that the Hill l^e circulated for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. 

To start with, you will find that the dales mentioned therein would 
show how half-heartedly these motions have been tabled. My friends 
do realise that a Bill of this nature is certainly important and it calls 
for immediate treatment by the Hou.se. 1 have brought to the notice 
of the House time and again the diificulties that the Boards have been 
exj^eriencing in giving their decisions (juickly. Now it is the desire of 
all of us that some relief should l>e given to the large body of indebted 
agriculturists- in the inotiLssil. My friend Mr. V. Banerji starts his 
observation by calling it a Imd Act. I am extremely >i>rry that lit* ut all 
persons should have used that expre.ssion, for if 1 rmnember aright my 
friend Mr. Banerji was alM» a meinl>er of the House which jwssed this 
measure and put it on the Statute Book. 1 might also say that this 
would lx* something like a certificate for himself from that jioint of 
view. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: He opimsed it 


The HOfl’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: He says that 
the clause that 1 have put in in this Bill (idause '^) to ap]d> to those 
Arsons whom it is our desire to serve and to givi* some relief to those 
persons would not help them in an_\ wa\ . I join issue with him so liir 
as that ix)int is concerned. It it is agreed that the agricult urists 
should lx* given some relict I feel •that this is the tmly wav in which 
that (‘an be done. The other |X)lnt he has thought fit to argue before 
the House is that by introdm ing clauses 9 and It) dealing witli usufruc- 
tuary’ mortgages will be of no avail, in view ol tlui iact that section 
26 (g) of the Bengal Tenancy Act as amended should have met the 
point. Sir, I .submitted to the House in connection with my budget 
demand under this head the difficultie.s that the Boards were experi- 
encing in dealing with these classcjs of debt and unless the Boards liavo 
the power to make their awards really effective, it is impossible for them 
to make their awards in any way n.sefnl for the parties for whom tluise 
are meant. Sir, even if these are at all matters which reejuin^ consi- 
deration, I submit it will be (‘(utaialy for the Select (kjinmittee to do so, 
and to see for themselves if they can improve iijm)!! th(* Bill and if in 
the end they can suggest anything for tln^ serious consideration of the 
House at the time when this will be brought up betore it. 

Sir^ Mr. Jalan has taken his cue from Mr. Banerji and he says that 
by the operation of this Act rural credit has abfK>lutely dried up. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is a fact. 
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Th0 HOfflHHe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 made my sub- 
mission under that head only the other day in connection with tlie 
Budget demand. One of his principal points is that he cannot believe 
that five honorary men without any remuneration can deal with mattera 
of this kind. I can only sympathise with him in this attitude of hia 
Init j)erhap8 it is just because of the occupation that he himself follows 
that he refuses to believe that five men are really doing work of this 
nature without any remuneration. T would only invite him to cotoe 
along with me and to see for himself and satisfy himself that the people 
in the interior do come forward not only to act as members of the Debt 
Settlement Boards but to do work of a much more serious character, to 
'Hettle disputes that occur in the villages. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: We have seen all that 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: My friend 

Mr. Nagendra Xaili Sen iinerjecls lhat he has seen enough of that. 1 
would only nunind him of the little ]>r(»vision in the ('ivil Procedure (’ode 
which sjveaks of referring such matters to the arbitration of villagers 
in the int(‘rior. 1 have myself seen cases where they have settled dis- 
putes of a much more intricate nature than those which are brought 
befon* the Delit Settlement Boards in the present day. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Of their own free choic^. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; My friend 

Air. tlalan again draws my attention to some of the observations that 
have been made by the Iteserve Bank and by the High (Wrt and 
admonishes me that 1 have not paid sufficient attention to those obser- 
vations. With regard to these I do not see eye to eye with him for I 
have not been able to bring myself to agree with the observations of 
this nature. And what after all has the Hon’ble High Court done? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: To-day? 

The Hoii'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, the case 
that was mentioned was heard by a full bench consisting of three 
Hon’ble Judges sometime in l\*ceinber and they took three months 
to pronounce their judgment. I am sorry I have not bad the time nor 
the good fortune to lislen to their judgments, but I do not think I shall 
be justified in saying anything with legard to the observations that the 
Hon’ble Judges have made. But Sir, all that they have said is that 
when section f‘14 of the existing Act makes mention of the (^’ivil Court 
that expression does not ajiply to the Original Side of the High Court; 
All that they have done is to say — if of course I have been able to follow 
Mr. Jalan aright — that section 34 which gives power t6 the Boafd to 
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issme notices instructing the Civil Courts to stay its handtf with regard 
to a matter which has just come before the Ikmrd will not apply to 
tlus High Court. If T have l>een able to follow him rightly I can only 
mention that the High Court does not stand in our way in the least, for 
it is only the rural j^ople wdio are seeking to get some relief through 
these Boards. And if tlie High Conri havt‘ iiiadt* anv ob.^erval Ions we 
• should be only too glad to see how far we can go to meet those observa- 
tij^s. 

Sir, in the next place Mr. -lalan has observed that these Boards have 
been dealing wdth cases involving large amounts. 1 made my ]K5sition 
clear the other day on the subject of this particular matter when I said 
that Government had decided upon the maximum sum that could be 
dealt with by these Boards under section 55, sub-section 2 (a). It is 
only a bit of legal phraseology that has got to l)o settled before we are 
able to publish it for the information and guidunee of these Boards. 
So far as that point is concerned the amending Bill has got nothing to 
do. 

My friend Mr. Morgan starts by saying that 1 should })e well advised 
to come forward with a*Bill to repeal the existing Act. 1 <’nii well 
appreciate his difficulties and I can only assure him that it is to remove 
these difficulties that this Amending Bill has Ik'ph brought forward. 
It is just to see that we get to the end of the huge amount of accumu- 
lation of cases that lias taken place before the Boards that some of these 
^ints have been considered to be (‘ssentially necessary. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs What about other difficulties? Why 
not bring in a comprehensive amending Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, these are 
some of the difficulties that I have mentioned. All the difficulties that 
we have bpen able to think of are mentioned in the Bill and my friend 
Mr. Jalan says that the Boards, composed of jiersonB without legal 
knowledge, dispose of these matters and that such disposals are unsatis- 
factory. ^ Sir, there is provision for apiieal at every step. Would he 
be surprised to hear when T sas that out of over 9 lakhs of cases, 
only 119 appeals were preferred Wf ire the Special Appellate Gfficers? 
There is no ba? to the lawyer apf)earing before the Apiiellate Officer. 
In some cases the Appellate Officer is a judicial officer, a senior Munsif 
and in other cases it is the Collector. I would have understood his 
difficulties if I w^e told that against the decision of these Boards 
there had been a large number of appeals. At every step there is an 
appeaf provided for. And if the parties are aggrieved and if they do 
not get satisfaction before the Boards, appeals could be taJten against 
^cisions to court where the appeal could be argued by lawyers. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYALS Appeal doee not lie. 

The Hofi’ble Mr, MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Therefore, Sir, 

I submit with all respect, whatever may be his jx)int of view it^ does 
not affect the present question an<t there has been no jrrievance so far 
as that j)articular point is concerned. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Itead the Calcutta Weekly Notmr 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK; I wish ytvk 
had read and understood it properly l>r. Sauyal. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; How can 1 understand it proj>erlyP 
I am not a lawyer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: So pleas# sit 
down. 

With re^^ard to the other j)oint that Mi. Jalan has mentioned, 
namely, alniut section 4, we have thou^^ht of aniendin^^ the particular 
clau^ where instead of havinj? an officer witli judicial experience we 
have thouffht it fit to see that he should be a servant of the Crown. I 
wish he had asked me that (fuestion earlier so that I would have been 
able to ^nvc him an answer. The position is this: section 4 contem- 
plates the procedure to be adopted where members of a Board have tb 
lie removed or Boards have to be dissolved. If a Board is dissolved, 
somebody must take charge of its affairs. Now if a Board is function- 
in^r, say, 15 or 20 miles aw^ay from, a place where a Court is function- 
ing-, who is to take chargee of its affairs? We cannot give it to a 
Munsif. We cannot depute a Munsif to take charge of the Board. 
Therefore he must be a servant of the Crown with experience. By 
this is meant a Subdivisional Officer or a Circle Officer. Therefore we 
have suggested a servant of the Crown who is u Government officer. 
He may be a Circle Officer, or a Subdivisional Officer; and that is the 
idea with which this amendment has been contemplated. I submit 
no serious point has been raised which would lead me to a/<ree with 
this motion for circulation being accepted. I think, therefore, that 
there is no ixiint which has been raised in this connection. So I oppose 
the motion for circulation and I compiend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the motion moved by my friend 
Mr. Birendra Kishore Ray Choudhur>', I am extremely sorry for not 
being able to accept his suggestion at this stage, although I have every 
sympathy for if. If 1 could know beforehand that he wanted to be en 
the Select Committee, I might have thought of him as a member of the 
Committee. T hope Mr. Ray Choudbury will not misunderstand me. 



J»9.3 ^ CtOVERNMENT BILLS. m 

Th© motion of Mr. P. Banerji that hy way of amendment the Bill 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th 
Aime, 1939, wa« then put and lost. 

T6b motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Das (lupta that by way of amend- 
ment the Bill be circulated for the purjwse of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the loth .lune, 1939, was then put and lost. 


Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE RAY CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg leave 
to^ withdraw the motion that standN in my name, vi/.., that after the 
name of Maulvi Mafiziuldin Ahmed, the following names be inserted^ 
namely : — 

(1) Kai Babad\ir dogcsli (diandra Sen. and 
„ (2) Mr. Birendra Kisliore Uay Cboudhury. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The main motion of tin* lloiridc Mr. Mukunda Bebury Mullic.k that 
the Bengal Agricultural^ Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred 
to a Select (\)mmittee consisting of — 

(1) Kai liahadur Kshirod Phandra Roy, 

(2) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

• (3) Mr. d. Wfa. Steven, 

(4) Maulvi Ilaji Tofel Ahmed Cboudhury, 

(5) Mr. Md. Molisin Ali, 

(6) Maulvi Muhammad Israil,* 

(7) Maulvi Abdul Humitl Shall. 

(8) Maulvi Mah/uddin xMimed, 

(9) Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy. 

(10) Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur, and 

(11) the mover, 

• 

with instructions to submit their report as early as possible and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at four, was then put, 
when Mr. Jogesli Chandra (iupta^rose to make a statement on behalf 
of the Oppositidb. 

Mr. JOGE8H QHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, as a substantial section of 
the Dvponition, namely, the Krishak Pra.ia parly, has not been given 
any representation on the Select Committee, we feel that the Congress 
Assembly Party cannot work on the Select Committee under those cir- 
cumstances. 
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Mn 1C 8HAIIABUDDIN: Sir, I bej;^ to submit that before dbawing 
up the list of members of the Select Committee, I consulted the llbief 
Whip of the Opposition. I told him that 11 would be the nuBlb^, 
and that so many would l>e from the Congress and so many frop the 
other groups. I hope, Sir, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas will also bear 
me out about this matter. As far as the Opposition is concerned, I did 
actually consult the Chief Whip of the Opposition, but we have net 
recognised the other smaller groups of the Opposition. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, T am very sorry to con- 
tradict my friend . 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think T can allow a statement to lie made 
as to what had happened. * 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In that case, Sir, I am sorry 
to inform you that names of the members of the (yongress party should 
be withdrawn from the Select Committee. 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Sir. I beg lu withdraw my name 
from the Select Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 regret it is very difficult for me to allow any 
name being withdrawn at this stage unless Mr. Mullick is prepared 
to have the names withdrawn. ^ 


Point of order. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, Sir? 
The rules of the House, as they stand, require that the consent of the 
member concerned should lie taken. If the member is not willing to 
serve on the Select (committee, he cannot he forced to do so. ^he work 
in the Select Committee is of the nature of a public duty, which a 
member is called upon to perforin. If you summon a member to serve 
on a Select Committee and he does "not like to come, that will be an 
insult to you, Sir, and to the House. That is why if at this stage a 
member expresses his desire not to serve on the Select Committee, it is 
up to you to see that his name is withdrawn so that in future he may 
not take such action as may reflei't upon your own position. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I quite realise this point, but 1 feel I cannot dc 
an 3 rthmg at this at^ for the simple reason that once I allow a latitude 
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t^t it will be very difficult for me to mauai^t the Houto. It ie 
iliMJUfe to a Member up to the .sta«:e when a mover moves a motion for a 
Committee, to consider whether that iiiemlw or the party or the 
^roup to which he belongs should or should not participate in the Select 
Qomffiittee. The consent of these two persons belonging to the Opposi- 
tion was received in my office . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs But the ineml^ers have intimated 
just now that . 

Mr, SPEAKER: Dr. Sauyal, T cannot allow any discussion at this 
stage when I am going to give a ruling. T am prepared to hear what 
you have got to say, but I ho])e you will not disturb me when I am on 
my legs. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 only submit that at the stage 
when the consent of individual members is sought it is not possible for 
the members to know wlio are the other meml)ers going to he invited 
to serve on the Committee. It is only at a very late stage, particularly 
on an oc^casion like this, lhat members of the Congress were approached 
for their (jonsent. At that stage. Sir, it was not possible for us to know 
whether any other meml>er was going to serve or not. As a matter of 
fact, you will find from the note circulated that, apart from the few 
members of Government — I mean the Coalition party — , the names of 
Congress party members were also not cinuilated. It was quite possible 
that other luembers were coming in, hut how could we know that? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think I .shall he able to give my final decision 
on this point. I quite realise this point, but T may state that on the 
floor of this House the consent was received from the Opposition. I, aa 
the Speaker of the House, cannot countenance any move intended to 
obstruct the coming in of any member of the Opposition to serve on the 
Select Committee. In the very beginning, these two names were 
moved. After that there was a discussion. Had I known about it in 
time I could have taken proper steps, but nothing was communicated to 
me. AftSr that, or even later, I was not informed of the facts, and 
when I was going to put it to vote it was not possible for me to allow 
any withdrawal. I was perfectly willing to give Mr. Mullick a chance. 
I am sorry, but^during the whole 4ime there was nothing before me to 
show that it was not the desire of any party to participate in it. I shall 
explain further. These names, including those two names, are before 
the House since the motion is before the House. Therefore, it is not 
possible to omit those two names. In any case, I have no right to do so. 
The motion before the House is Mr. Mullick's motion, and Mr. Mullick 
can withdraw any name with the leave of the House. Without the 
leave of the House, it cannot be done. 

16 
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The best cotirse would have been if I were inlormed beforehand, 
to ask the Whip of the party to move a motion on short notice, vi*., 
that these two names be^ deleted; that would have been perfectly in 
order. But that not having been done, 1 do not think I can interfere 
at this stage. Therefore, I have to put Mr. Mullick’s motion to vote 
unless Mr. Mullick withdraws. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May I 
enquire whether you will put all the names together, or you will put 
only these two names separately? 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: I submit, Sir, that those two 
names should be put separately. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would have been very glad to do so if Mr. Mullick 
had moved his motion like that. There is great danger for the Speaker 
in having a motion bifurcated, unless the mover wants it himself. 
Under the rules, I cannot do it. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If it is not an amendment, may 1 
know how can it come in at all? 


Mr. SPEAKER: It came in as a motion. I think, Mr. J. C. Gupta, 
it is no use l)eing blind to the facts. Hundreds of times in this House 
names have l)een added by a member us part of a .substantial motion, 
and I hope Mr. Gupta will nol challenge it. 


Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Xo, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Exactly the same procedure has been followed 
here. In any case, I have to put it to vote. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Xshirod Chandra Roy, 

(2) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(3) Mr. J. W. R. Steven, 

(4) Maulvi Haji Tofel Ahmed Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali, 

(6) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 
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(7) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(8) Maulvi MafijBuddin Ahmed, 

(9) Mr. Kiron Sankar Roy, 

(10) Mr, Har^ndra Kumar Sur, and 

(11) the mover, 
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with instructions to submit their report as early as possible, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at four, was then put 
and a greed to. — 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, at this stage may 1 rite on 
a point of order I draw your attention. Sir, to section d8 of the 
Assembly Rules and Standing Orders relating to motions where it is 
stated ill sub-section {'J) : “A member who wishes to move a motion 
(other than a motion lor which a specified period is otherwise pres- 
cribed) shall give notice of his intention to the Secretary ten days 
before the meeting at whi(‘h he intends to move the motion : Provided 
that the Speaker nia>, in his discretion, admit at an.\ time nii\ motion 
at shorter notice than tliat prescribed by an^ order or may admit a 
motion without notice.” 

I submit, Sir, that if the previous motion was a motion as a whole; 
the question of short notice with regard to a part of it could not arise. 
Either Ihe whole waft a motion or a part was a motion by way of amend- 
ment to the original motion. Of (‘ourse. no^^ that tlie voting has 
taken plact? . 


Mr. SPEAKER: I quite see your point. But the position is that 
it is not this motion but, in its substitution, another motion with the 
addition of two names. Iliat was admitted on short notice, and Dr. 
Sanyal knows that I was a lawyer for some time! (Laughter.) 


Matllvf AZHAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think Mr. Syed Abdul 
Majid belongs to the Opposition. 

• 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, just at the 
time when this motion was put to the vote, I heard the Chief Whip of 
Government sa;^ing that he did not recognise any other party, or the 
Opposition. May I know throngh you, Sir, as the Hon*ble Speaker of 
this House, as to what right has that gentleman to say that he does 
not recognise any other party? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should be very glad if my friends on the left 
and my friends on the right will keep me out of ^ese controversies. 
So far as my functions as Speaker are concerned, it is my duty to give 
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J^jfiper status and recognition to all the parties and groups in the Oppo> 
sition : and, in pursuance of that, I think, honourable members will 
realise that, throughout the time that I have been the Speaker of this 
Mouse, I have been trying to establish a convention that the Opposi- 
tion should be given its proper place. I have recognised the Congress 
as a party because it consists of such a large number of members that 
it ought to be recognised as a separate party; I have recognised the 
European members as constituting a party; I have recognised the 
Erishak Proja members as forming a group and not a party, because as 
regards a party, T have in mind a certain number of members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May we know, Sir, what is that 
number ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is 25. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How is it then that Mr. Jatindra 
^ath Basu is considered to be the leader of a party? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t be impatient, please. Mr. Basu belongs to 
a group and not to a party. Further, there are sub-groups. A group 
or sub-group may consist of even five members. For certain purposes, 
J have to recognise the Jjabour members, though they constitute a 
minority, as a group, because labour represents a definite interest, and 
that is why I have recognised it as a group. But whether the Govern- 
ment Whip recognises any party or not is a matter with which I am 
not at all concerned. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: On a point oi personal explanation. Sir. 
There was no question of recognition of any party or group. I was 
only referring to the past practice, and I said that we have so far dealt 
with the Chief Whip of the Congress party as the Whip of the 
Opposition. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Billy 1938. 

« 

The Hon«tMe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg leave 
of the House to iptroduce a Bill further to amend section 52 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’bte Sfr BltfOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I beg to move 

that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 
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Sir, honourable members may remember that section S2 wae included 
in the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, which was passed by this 
House last year. But His Excellency the Governor thought that it 
was encroaching on section 299 of the Government of India Act. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I rise on a point of order. 
Sir? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl Sir, I do not like 

to be intemipted. 


Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point of order, I)r. Sanyalf 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL S Sir, is the Hon'ble Minister entitled 
to quote the name of His Excellency the Governor either in support of 

his motion or in opposing some other motion? 

« 


Mr. SPEAKER: I did uot hear what Sir Bijoy said. 

’ Dr. NALINAKftHA SANYAL: He said that His Excellency 

thought that se< tiou 52 was encroaching on sei tion 299 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act. That is what he said. 


The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am sorry 

that Dr. Sanyal should think it fit to interrupt me in this way, beoauee 
you may remember, Sir, that this Bill with the assent (De. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal : Not assent, but recommendation) of the Gfovemor wae 
referred bac'k to the Hou.se^ with the suggestion that section 62 should 
be excluded. 


Mr. SPEAKER. I think that both of you are right and both of 
you are wrong (Laughter); so far as Sir Bijoy’s statement is concerned^ 
Sir Bijoy wou^ have been perfefstly in order if he had said that Hin 
Excellency did not consider that a particular section of the Bill should 
be a part of the old Bill, and that is why be hc^ brought this Bill. 
Instead of that b® fbat His Excellency thinks that section 52 
doe§ come in conflict with section 299. That is the real point of 
objection. Therefore while he is perfectly at liberty to refer to His 
Excellency the Governor so far as the message is concerned, he (*annoi 
do more than that. 
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Til* Hor'Mi Sir BUOY FRABAO BINQH ROYl I Sir, ' 

iiukt the message was an expression of opinion. Of cooree I hare not 
got before me exactly what the message was and I tried to explain what 
was the object of his sending back the Bill with his message. So seo- 
tion 52 had to be taken out of the Bill and in that message, so far as 
I remember speaking from memory — His Excellency made it perfectly 
clear that he ‘hoped that Government would introduce a Bill to prevent 
abuse of section 52: this was clearly mentioned in the message of His 
Excellency and now this Bill has been introduced just to fulfil that 
object. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
Hon’ble Minister in order to . 

Mr. SPEAKER: This time he is perfectly in order. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY. The object of this 
Bill is not to prevent landlords from claiming additional rent for in- 
creased area. Where there is actual increase, landlords will -be entitled 
to claim increased rent. But a claim for additional rent on a fictitious 
iiKTease of lapd, this Bill, if placed on the Statute Book, will be pre- 
vented. That is the sole object of this Bill. Government have found 
that there were many cases in which there was no increase of lanJ, but 
by use of a standard of measurement which is less than the original 
standard of measurement the landlords claimed additional rent, though 
the boundaries of the holdings remained exactly the same and the area 
also remained exactly the same. There was a very large number of 
such cases in Rajshahi. That is why Government thought that in 
fairness to the tenants it was necessary that the Bill should be intro- 
duced to amend section 52 to prevent its abuse. 1 would like to 
impress upon the House that it does not take away the rights of 
landlords to demand additional rent for actual increase of area. 

Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of 
Muktagaoha: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this Bill. No doubt the^ Hon’ble 
Minister is trying to explain what has already been clearly given 
decision on by the Civil courts and also by the Hon’ble High 
Geurt. I would like to mention the case referred to in 15 Calcutiki 
Weekly NoteSf page 921, in which it has been said ’'the standard by 
which the land was measured at the inception must be the same as that 
1^ which the excess is found, and the landlord has to prove that the 
same standard .was used on both the occasions.” Again in another 
case in 35 C.L.J. 161 : it is said ''if the land was measured with a 
particular pole in the first instance, the same pole should have to be 
used in the determination of the excess”. 
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^ Sm Mid tkat under faise statauent landlords try to get edhanoed 
glHit. But, Sir, that is not true. Whenever landlords olaim enhanoed 
moat under section 52 he must prove that the same standard of measufu* 
aMnt was used on both the occasions: if he can prove that, then and 
then cmly he can get enhanced rent. 

As regards boundaries, formerly and even now they are, in most 
cases, not so definitely stated that there cannot be any increment. It 
might adjoin a khas land or it might adjoin other lands in which the 
boundaries are stated thus — north so and so, south so and so, east so 
and so and west so and so. If a portion of the land in the north is taken 
away, the boundary still remains the same. e.g.. north so and so, south 
so and so, east so and so and west so and so. It would be only right 
not to give false hopes to all parties and make them go into litigation 
which will result in only upsetting the relations between the landlords 
jand the tenants and no real benefits would aiwrue from the passing of 
this Bill. 

The motion that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1938, Iw 
taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 


Clause I. 

The motion that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. * 

. Clause 2. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 

that in clause 2 {2) in proposed sub-section {lA) of section 62, line 12^ 
the word ‘‘similar'* be deleted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may also move your amendment No. 74. 

The Ifoii’hle Sir BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I beg to move 

that in clause 2 (2) in line 13 of the proposed sub-section {lA) of section 
62, after the words “it shall be presumed*', the following words and 
brackets be inserted, namely, “(notwithstanding anything contained 
in any contract)’’. * • 


Mr. SPEAKER: As regards your amendment iVo. 76 may I know 
the e^act purpose of its latter portion. The first part is all right. 

Tkt HaiKMli Sir MMV PR AMO tlNQH ROyt 1W object of 
41u lifter portio. of tiiif aawBdmeiit i« th.t where • tenant haa 
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#]ioioaclied gradually on anotlier tenant’s land and the landlord bad to 
grant reduction of rent to that tenant for reduction in area, the pre- 
amnption would not apply. But with your permission, Sir, 1 propose 
to leave out the following lines from the amendment — ^'unless an equi- 
valent reduction of rent on account of reduction of area has been granted 
in respect of any or all of the contiguous tenures or holdings : ” 

Mfi SPEAKER: Will you please move it in an amended fcrmP 

Mr. SHAM8UD0IN AHMED KHANDMAR: Sir, the Hon’ble 

Minister has almost accepted my amendment, the only modihcation 
being in the latter part. I shall move my amendment as it is and would 
request the Hon’ble Minister to accept it. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In that case he 
will have to move his amendment with my proviso. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: I will move my 
amendment but you maj^ accept it with your ‘proviso. 

The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That will serve 
my purpose. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the best way is to allow him to move his 
amendment and then you can move your amendment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: There is some difference 

between the two. In one case it is imperative. The Court cannot grant 
any increase in rent on account of increase in area. In the other it is 
“presumalbly”. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shamsuddin, you will probably be well 
advised to allow Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy to move his aipendment. 
Yours is a mere presumption and the other is a question of the Court’e 
doing it. I wull ask Sir Bijoy to move his motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 2 (2) after the proposed sub-section (lA) of section 
{i2, the f(dlowing Ibe inserted, namely: — 

When in a suit an increase in the actual area of thq tenure 
or holding is sought to be proved under clause (u) of sub- 
section /i), th«( Court shnll enquire as to wheiief ^ priiient 
area of Hie tenure or holding in snit is within the same 
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defined toundarks as set forth in the kabMai or potea at 
the inception of the tenancy ; and if the Court finds that the 
present area of the tenure or holding in suit is within 
such boundaries no increase of rent shall t>e granted on 
account of increase of area: 

Provided that the provision of this sub-section shall not apply to 
any suit in respect of any tenure or holding of which any 
portion of the boundaries set forth in the kahuliat or the 
patta comprises a river or sea or land held khas by the land- 
lord or the Crown/’ 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 beg to move that in clause 2 
(2) after the proposed sub-section (lA) of section 62, the following sub- 
sections be inserted, namely : 

**{!€) Notwithstanding any contract to the contrary the Court 
shall also enquire whether there was any kJuis land of definite 
area of the landlord in the vicinity of the tenure or holding 
in suit at any time after the rent previously paid was 
settled and whether the tenant or his predecessor has actually 
made any encroachment of any specific area thereof. If no 
such proof is forthcoming it .shall be presumed that there 
has been no increase in the actual area of the tenure or hold- 
ing in suit since the rent previously paid was settled.'* 

''(ID) Notwithstanding any contract to the contrary it shall be 
phe duty of the landlord to satisfy the Court that no standard 
of measurement other than what was actually in use in the 
locality or pargana was^sed at the time of settlement of the 
rent previously paid in respect of the tenure or holding in 
suit. If he fails to do so it shall be presumed that there has 
in fact been no increase in area of the tenure or holding in 
suit since the rent previously paid was settled.” 


Mr. 8hAM8UODIN AHMED KHANDKAR: I don’t move my 
motion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 beg to move that to pro- 
posed sub-section (IB) of section 52, the following additional proviso be 
added, namely: — 

“Provided further that if there is no document creating the tenancy 
and if it be proved on enquiry that there is no river or sea 
or any Jand held khM by the landlord or the Crown or there 
was no such river or sea or any khcu land of any landlord 
or of the Crown at any time in any of the boundaries of tha 
land included in the tenancy, the Court shall hold that there 
was no increase in area/’ 
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Iif« SPEAlCCRx 1 have Admitted it. But sup^pomug tike land ^wd 
ees exieted 2,500 yeure e>go your seetion will he iaopesativu: It is only 
a matter of opinion. Yoi^ section says there was no euoh river or sea 
or any land at any time. The tenancy originated in 1868 and the sea 
existed 2,600 years ago. Tour amendment is there. Anyway I think 
it will Ibe of no use to sit any further. We will discuss it on Monday. 


Adiourfuneiit 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 3rd 
April, 1939, at the Assemlbly House, Calcutta. 



R pwe d i iif the Bengal Legislathre AaeeniUr asseabled 
loMler the provitioae of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Aesembiy House, Calcutta, on Monday » 
* the 3rd April, 1939, at 4-46 p.m. 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizdl Haqtts, 
C.i.E.) in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Minisiers and 298 inemberH. 


Obituary Rafaranoe. 

Mfe SPEAKER: Ladles and gentlemen, it is my melancholy duty 
to refer to the aad death^ of Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chow- 
dhury, of Santosh, on Saturday last at his Calcutta residence. A man 
of outstanding ability and refined culture he began his active public 
life from the days of the anti-Partition Agitation. He continued to 
remain in public life and served this province in various capacities till 
his death. He was# a member of the Greaves Commission which 
recommended the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive. He 
was first elected by the Dacca Landholders Constituency of the Bengal 
Ijegislative Council in March, 1925, and for a short time in that ye^ir 
was appointed the Minister in cha/ge of Local Self-Government and 
Excise Departments. Gn the reconstitution of the Council in 1927 he 
was again returned by the said constituency and was elected President 
on the IJth January, 1927, and similarly returned and re-elected 
President of the reconstituted Council in 1929. In this position he 
continued till the inauguration of the present Reforms when he was 
elected by the members of this Assembly to the present Bengal Tiegis- 
iative Co|jncil. 

As the President of the Legislative Council he was jealously anxious 
lor the dignity, prestige and honour of the Council and the mace which 
is before me was introduced at his mitiative and it was due to his firm 
stand that the Bengal Legislative Council Department was separated 
from the Legislative Department of the Government in 1932 as an 
autonomous department. • 

Created a Raja in 1910, he received his Knighthood in 1930 and six 
years *U ter he became a Maharaja. 

Hia piematnre death has been sm irreparable loss to us. His 
tow‘OTing personality and geniality oi muiners woukf be missed by the 
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entire province. I believe it is the wish of the House that we shotild 
send a message of condolence to the members of the bereaved famRy 
and before doing that it would, I think, be only proper for the Leader 
of the House and for the leaderf^ of the other groups to make some 
references about him. 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: Sir, it is with a sense of 

almost unutterable sorrow that 1 rise to say a few words on this melan- 
choly occasion. The death of Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Roy, 
mourned by all of us, has come to me as a personal loss. I made his 
acquaintance more than 25 years ago and since then we have been 
associated in public and private, life in ties of the closest friendship and 
co-operation. I was a member of the Bengal Legislative Council in 
the days when he was the President and I can bear personal testimony 
to the tribute which you have paid to his impartiality as a President 
and to the jealous manner in which he guarded the rights and privi- 
leges of the House. I cannot add to what you have said so eloquently 
but I would only say that his loss came to all of us with terrific 
suddenness. Only six days before his death I had occasion to meet him 
and talk to him. He appeared to me to have been in the best of 
health. No one could have known who had known and met him 
intimately that his end was so near. Sir, it reminds us of the saying 
that even in the midst of our life we are in death and that death which 
comes with such terrific suddenness also has a lesson for us which ve 
should never forget, namely, that we should always be prepared for 
the end and so to mould our life that we may not have any reason to 
give occasion to our friends to regret that we have not lived peacefully 
up to a high standard. So far as ‘the late Maharaja is concerned, he 
was a man who had very few enemies. He had so many friends that 
it is impossible for me at the present moment to actually gauge the 
loss which Bengal has sustained by his sudden death. I join you in 
the tribute you have paid to his memory and I think it is but fitting 
that this House should place on record its sense of personal loss and 
that our sincere condolence be conveyed to the bereaved family. 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
associate myself with what has fallen from you regarding the 
irreparable loss Bengal has suffered in the unexpected death of 
Maharaja Bahadur of Santosh. We who are in the Opposition had the 
privilege of working in the old Bengal Council over wMch he presided 
so ably. We always felt that he held the scales even and if at any 
time there was a leaning shown, it must be admitted that he always 
gave facilities to the opposition as a President. He belonged^ to the 
Liberal school of politico and he always endeared himself to those 
whom he met and had to work with. We are all aware, Sir,« that be 
was a keen lover of sports. There is hardly anybody who had devoted 
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so whole-heartedly to sports, and who had displayed the 
^porting spirit like the late Maharaja. Bengal is poorer to-day by the 
di^th of a worthy son of this province. All that we can do is to pray 
that his soul may rest in peace. I wholeheartedly, on behalf of the 
Opposition, associate myself with what has fallen from you and the 
Leader of the House. 

MU. W. C. WORDSWORTHS Mr. Speaker, vSir, in the absence of 
the Leader of this Group I would say a few words on behalf of the 
Group. Most Europeans who have played any part in public life of 
recent years reckoned the Maharaja of Santosh among their friends, 
and there was none, whether he knew him personally or not, but admired 
his rich and many qualities. Here in this Assembly we think of him 
chiefly as one who for many years took part in and then ruled our 
deliberations. As a politician the Maharaja showed himself capable 
from the first, capable in speech, capable in debate, capable because of 
his clear and definite views and because of his ability in expressing 
them. Then came a time when he was elected to the Chair and from 
that moment he showed wonderful gifts of ruling debate*, gifts that 
made us in that Council* proud to be ruled by him, proud to obey his 
ruling, gifts that have done much to build up the traditions under 
which we work here to-day. We know, too, of his activity in many 
other fields to which 1 shall not refer in detail. He never spared him- 
qielf. He gave freely from a rich nature to his own generation and to 
generations to come, and we shall always remember him as a great son 
of Bengal.* 

Mr. dATINDRA NATH BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I associate 
myself with what has fallen from you and tlie previous speakers on 
this mournful occasion. The Maharaja of San tosh devoted himself to 
the service of his i)eople from a very early age. I remember here a 
speech which he made from the platform of the Congress so long ago as 
1900. He* was speaking then on the Excise administration of Govera- 
ment. Since then he never stinted in his endeavours to be of service 
to the public, and he shed lustre on whatever he took up. We had 
occasion in this House to watch the manner in which he shouldered the 
duties of a member of this House. He was clear in his expression and 
he always obeyed the rules of procedure and of the conduct of debate 
that we desire to see established m this House. When he was elected 
President he filled that office with dignity and with knowledge. His 
decisions were prompt and correct, couched in language of digniy. 
There was hardly .an occasion on which there was dissatisfaction with 
his prder. As has been pointed out, he devoted his energies not only 
to the’ work of this House but also to other public activities. We have 
heard of his contribution in the field of sports. It was this hard 
which probably broke him down. He seldom knew any respite. The 
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retult has been that we have lost a great and gocnl worker^ and vre^hSVb 
now to mourn hie lose. I wholeheartedly associate myself with what 
has fallen from you, 8ir|:> and from the other speakers, and 1 request 
you to convey our heartfelt condolence to the bereaved family. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 had not the good fortune, 
as I was late, to hear what has fallen from you. But so far as I knew 
the late Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Bay Chaudhuri, of Santosh, I 
knew him to be a perfect gentleman, a keen lover of sports, and one 
who from his very early days dabbled in politics. When we were 
students, we saw him taking part in politics under Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerji. Thereafter we had occasion to enter into the Legislature as 
members, and there I knew^ him as President of the old Legislative 
Council from 1927 to 1930. I found him, Sir, to be a capable President, 
regulating the debates of the House skilfully and ably. Thereafter 
when I resigned my seat from the then Council, I had no occasion to 
know him inside the Legislature. But I knew him to he a perfect 
gentleman in social life, and as has already been said, till the day he 
breathed his last he took a very keen interest in sports. I understand, 
Sir, even on the day before he died he attended a meeting of some 
Association in which sports were discussed and he took part in the 
heated discussion, and possibly that caused high blood pressure in him. 
Sir, we mourn to-day the loss of an able son of Bengal. We might 
differ in politics from him, but all the same he <was a worthy son of 
Bengal. Sir, I associate myself on behalf of my party with what has 
fallen from you and the other members of the House, and I hope you 
will send on behalf of the Assembly a message of condolence to the 
members of the bereaved family. 

Mr, HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Sir, on behalf of my party and 
myself I express our deep sense of sorrow at the sad demise of the 
Maharaja of Siintoah, the distinguished and illustrious son of Bengal, 
who made himself piominent in many spheres of public life. I join 
issue in mourning his loss along witli my previous speakers. 

I 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir. 1 beg to associate myself 
^ with what has been said by you as well as by my predecessors regard- 
ing the death of the Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, of 
Santosh. Sir, by his death a towering personality has been removed 
from Bengal, and ;it has created a void which will never be filled up. 
He was the President of the old Legislative Council and he has made 
a name which will never he forgotten. He was the finest speomeH of 
old landed aristocracy who made their relations with the tenantry so 
oordial. By his loss not only the eamindars but the tenants also have 
lost a great friend. The sporting world abo has knt a graat. patroii. 
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We Mkcnini his loss to^y. 1 etprass my tiiMiere ecmdoleiioe, ft&d I 
Irbli yoa, Sir, to convey the same, to the members of the bereaved 
lamily. 


Mr. Lt T« MAGUIRE: Sir, I rise to join in the tribute paid by 
yourself and the other members on this sad occasion. The Maharaja 
of Santosh was undoubtedly a great figure in Bengal public life. His 
contributions were varied and generous, both in kind and ability. I 
k&elv him particularly as the President of the Council under the old 
Constitution. By his ability and character he won the esteem and 
respect of all sections of the community. Bengal has certainly suffered 
a great loss. We cannot spare men of his calibre and character in our 
public life to-day. 


Mr, SPEAKER: I hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will now 
kindly rise in your sesit to signify your consent to send a message of 
condolence to the members of the bereaved family. 

<A11 the members having risen in their seats) 

Thank you, ladies an<l gentlemen. Secretary will do the needful. 


STARRED QUESnONS 

(to which oral answer was ghren) 

• • 

Additional grant for tho Free Primary Eduoation Scheme for 
Mymeneingh. 

*304i Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department considering the desirability of 
granting an additional amount towards the Free Primary Education 
Scheme for the district of Mymensingh? 

MINISTER in charge cf the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): Out of the additional provision of 
Rs. 5 lalchs in the current year’s budget for the improvement of pri- 
mary education, a sum of Rs. 2,21,000 hag been allotted to the District 
School Board of Mymensingh. 

• 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any additional amount yras allotted to the 
District School B<^rd of Mymensingh in 1938-39? 

* 

flw Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The District School Board 
of Mymensingh has been asked to submit more deUiled proposals. If 
more money is required, certainly it will be given. 
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Mr* MONMOHAN DA8s Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether schools started und^r the present scheme are sufficient 
enough to accommodate tj;Le total number of students, and if not, are 
Government ready to start more schools, as demanded by the public? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise here. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
teachers of primary schools in Mymensingh are not getting regularly 
their monthly salaries for want of funds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HMi: I am not aware of that, 
Sir. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this grant is recurring? 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The budget provision is 
not recurring, but provision will be made from year to year as necessity 
arises. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: It is understood that out 
of Rs. 5 lakhs, a sum of Rs.' 2,21,000 has been granted to the Mymen- 
singh District School Board. Will the Hon’ble Minister be prepared 
to grant similar sums to other District School BaSrds if they put for- 
ward a demand for the same? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the amount of educational cess that has been realised during the 
year 1038-39, and also the amount reqfuire<l for the purpose of starting 
primary schools? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question ? 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
etate the amount of educational cess that has been realised during the 
year 1938-39, and also the amount required for the purpose of starting 
primary schools? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first portion of your question does not arise. 
The second portion, however, does arise, viz., what is the amount of 
money needed for starting primary schools? 

Thf Hoifble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HVQ: Sir, I do not remember 
the figures. I want notice. 
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Establishment of Debt Settlement Boards in lilifurU 

«aS5. Babu KHAGENORA NATH DAS GUPTAs (a) la the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Bund 
Indebtedness Department aware that in the Siliguri subdivision of the 
Darjeeling district no Debt Settlement Boards under the Agrioultural 
Debtors Act have yet been established P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the afbnnative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of extending the Agricultural Debtors Act 
to and establishing Debt Settlement Boards in the subdivision without 
delay ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
Mukunda Bohary Mullick): (a) Yes. 

(b) The extension o^ the Act will be considered when recommenda- 
tions to this effect are received from the local officers. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether recx)ramendation8 have been called for from 
the local <)fficersP 


Mr, SPEAKER: That question has been answered several times 
before. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in 
his answei" (i6) says: “The extension of the Act will be considered 
when recommendations to this effect are received from the local 
officers”. I want to know whether recommendations have been called 
for fK)m[*the local officers. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, it is not 
necesary to call for recommendations. Whenever a necessity is felt, 
the local officers do send recommendations for consideration by 

Government. • 

« 

iklC DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Do Government consider the 
deaiiability of making an enquiry as to whether there is a necessity in 
the Siliguri subdivision of the district of Darjeeling} P 

17 
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The Hon’bto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGKs Sir, I have 
not been able to follow the question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA N^TH DATTA: Do Government consider the 
desirability of making an enquiry as to whether there is a necessity for 
giving relief in the Siliguri subdivision of the Darjeeling district? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 do not 

think that there is any such necessity at this stage. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No necessity P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANdAN THAKUR: With lefeieme to answer 
(6), will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that Government are averse to extending the operation of the Act unless 
recommendations from the local authorities are forthcoming P 

The Hon*bte Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 think 
I have answered a large number of questions of exactly this nature, and, 
perhaps, several from this honourable member, wherein I have stated 
that the initial steps are to Ibe taken by tlie local ofticeis. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the*Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what makes him think that there is no necessity ^or 
establishing debt settlement boards in that subdivision? 

The Heit’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If there is 
any necessity, certainly it will be reported by the lo( al officers, and their 
recommendations will come to Government for consideration. 

Working of Free Primary Eduoetion Scheme particularly in 
Mymensingh. 

*306. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that attendance in free primary school has not been made 
compulsory; and 

{ti) that the introduction of free primary education in several 
districts of the province has not had the desired effect? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether thdre was 
anx appreciable rise in the number of students in the district of 
Myrnensingh after*the introduction of the Scheme? 
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(c) If 80 , to what extent? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
boys attending primary schools before and after the introduction of ike 
Scheme ? 

(e) What steps, if any, do the Government propose to take to mako 
the primary education compulsory? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Tes. 

(u) No. 

(6) There has been an appreciable rise in the number of students in 
boys’ primary schools. 

(c) The percentage of increase in the case of boys’ schools is 38*9 
and of girls’ schools *5. 

(d) Before introduction the number of boys was 136,046 and after 
introduction 182,926. 

{e) Primary education will be made compulsory in areas in which 
the facilities provided justify compulsion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state, in view of the fact that the scheme has been 
successfully introduq^d in Mymensingh, whether he will consider the 
desirability of making grants to other districts also? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As 1 have frequently 
stated in this House, it is impossible to introduce free and compulsory 
education unless and until the educ^ation is made universal. 
Although we have started the scheme in Mymensingh, we have not 
yet been able to fill the whole of the district with primary schools. 
As soon as we have been able to fill the whole district with primary 
schools, we* will certainly consider the question of introducing primary 
education in other districts. 

• 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason why there is no 
corresponding rise in the number *of girls in primary schools in the 
district of Mymensingh? 


Tha Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: One reason seems to be 
that in* the lowest two classes we have got co-education, which cannot 
be pursued further l)eyond the last two classes, yurther, we have 
not been able to introduce separate schools for boys and girls as our 
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funds do not pennit it. It is more or less a question of funda for 
meeting the needs of the districts. Want of funds does not pennit us 
to extend the operation «o£ the Primary Education Act in the case 
both of hoys and girls beyond a cei-tain stage. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer {d), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, if he is in a position to 
say it here and now, what is the number of children of school-going 
age in the various districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. It is 
i^ally an interesting question^ 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps Government propose to take to fill the 
districts with the necessary number of schools, to introduce free and 
compul8oi*y primary education? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is more or less in the 
hands of the District Schocd Boards to push on with the establishment 
of primary schools. 

MauM MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of his answer, whether Government are pre- 
pared to make additional grants for increasing the number of primary 
schools in the district of Mymensingh, in addition to w^hat has already 
been given ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the grants are dis- 
tributed with reference to the needs of the various districts, and 
Mymensingh, being the first in the list, will certainly have the lion’s 
share. But I am not in a position at the present moment to say 
whether Government will be able to meet the demand, but we will 
do our best. 

Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reterence»^to answer 
(«), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us some idea of the 
standard of facilities that justify compulsion? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is too vague a question. 

Mr. SVED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir.Jn answer (e) the 
Hon’ble Minister says: “Primary education will be made compul- 
sory in areas in which the facilities provided justify compulsion”. 

I want him to gi^ me an idea of the standard of facilities that justify 
sompulsion. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I, Sir, supplement Mr. 
Haehemy's question? What is the nature of facilities which justify 
compulsion ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I shall try to make my 

, position clear. Sir, I feel, and I am sure that my opinion will be 
shared by many, that before we can compel a g^uardian to send his 
child to school, we ought, in all fairness, to provide for him facilities 
for giving education free of charge. But so long as there am 
not a sufficient number of tliese scliools in a particular area, it would 
be cruel to impose compulsion. As soon as sufficient number of 
schools come into existence where the boys can go, then it will he 
time for us to introduce compulsion so that no child of school-going 
age may be left w’ithout education. It is for us to pi*ovide the 
schools first and then to introdu(‘e compulsion. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when compulsory education is likely to be estab- 
lished at least in the dil^trict of MyrnensinghP 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as Mymensingh i« 
concerned, I can only give an idea: I expect that in the course of a 
year the whole of the district will be filled with primary schools and 
after the lapse of a year, the time will come for us to consider the 
question of introducing compulsion. 

• 

Mr. PROMATH A RANilAN THAKUR: With regard to com- 
pulsion, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he thinks it 
necessary to take similar steps as in England to enforce compulsion 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not allow the questitm of other districts 
and you are talking of England ! So it does not arise. 


Clarks in Presidenoy and Central Circles of the Cctmminioations and 
Works Department. 

• 

*307. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMiOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Wt»rks Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

*(i)’ the number of clerks in the lower and upper grades serving at 
present in the Pre.sidency and Central (^rcles; and 
(ti) the number of Muhammadans in each grade in each Circle? 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[3|tD Apsxl, 


(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaeed to state whetheor the Bimi^ 
ber of Muhammadans has reached the quota in each of those Circles? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the niimber of 
vacancies which have occurred there since the is«ue of the circular for 
increasing the number of Muhammadan clerks? 

(d) How many of the said vacancies have l)een filled up by Muham- 
madans? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
clerks in those two Circles who have attained the age of 55 years with 
the due dates of their retirement from Government service in each case? 

(/) How many extensions of service have been granted to each of 
them with reasons for extension in each case? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability ot st(>j)ping 
the practice of granting extensions? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar): (a) A statement giving the desired ixformation is laid on the 
table. 

(b) No. 

(c) Thirteen in the Presidency Circle and 14 in the Central (hide. 

(d) Eight in the Presidency Circle and 11 in fhe (’entral ('ircle. " 

(e) and (/) Ten clerks in the Presidency Circle have attained the age 
of 55 years and none in the ('fntral (hr(*le. No question of extending 
the service of a clerical officer however arises until he has attained the 
age of GO years; there is no .such officer in the Presidency (firde. 

(g) Does not arise. 
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Appointment of CoM^porative Inapeotors and Auditors. 

•308. Mr. ABUL HOlSAIN AHMAD: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately, district 
by district, the names of j)ersons appointed direct as — 

(a) Inspectors and 
(h) Auditors 

of Co-operative Societies in Rengal since the present Ministry came in 
power? 

ThoHon’MeMr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; A statement is 

laid on the T/ibrary table. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: state- 
ment (>T ^ ?nxr otct c^? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Bec^ause it is 
a very long one. 


Subordinate Accounts clerks. 

•309. Babu NARENORA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is a cadre 
under the Subordinate Accounts Service as Passed Accx)unt8 clerks wit’h 
a scale of Rs. 76 — 5 — 100? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) by whom these clerks are controlled and financed; 

(n) what is the actual numl>er of these clerks and what is tho 
period of service; 

(in) what is the qualification of 'these officers; , 

(iv) did all these clerks serving at present pass the recruiting 

examination, i,e., Divisional Accountship Examination held 
by the Auditor-General ; and » 

(v) if 80 , with what result? 

(c) Is there any Government circular regarding the procedure to be 
observed in filling up the vacancies of this department? 



1»39.] • QUESTIONS. m 

(d) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to place a copy of 
it on the table? 

(e) How many Hindu clerks have been discharged during 1937-39 P 

(/) How many Hindu clerks have been superseded by persons other 
than the Hindus ? 

(g) What is their nationality ? 

(h) What is their qualification? 

(i) What was the period of services of the discharged clerks? 

(j) Are these jwsts pensionable? 

(^) Do these clerks get ihe benefit of Contributory Pmvident Fund? 
(1) If not, why not? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazari 

(a) There is a cadre of Passed Accounts clerks for ihc Accounts Pranch 
of the Executive Engineers’ offices. The scale of pay is Hs. 75 — 5 — 100 
(old) and Rs. 75 — 5/2 — 90 (revised). 

(b) (?) They are paiif by the Provincial Government and controlled 
by the Accxiuntant-General, Bengal, on their behalf. 

(ii) The total number of these clerks is 37 including 12 temporary 
or officiating men. Twenty-eight have served for 10 to 15 years and 9 


fpr less than 4 years. 

(in) M.A. or M.Sc. ... 3 

B.Sr., B.L. ... 1 

B.A. and B.Sc. ... 22 

B. Com. ... 6 

Passed I.A. examination ... 2 

Passed Matric examination ... 3 

Total ... 37 


(iv) and (v) Yes, they have all passed either the Divisional Accounts 
ants’ examination or any of its prescribed equivalents. 

a 

(c) Yes, there are several such circulars. 

(d) Government are not prepared to furnish cmpies of circulars 
issued to their officers. 

(«)• Three, who were appointed in officiating capacities. 
if) Five, who were appointed in officiating capacities. 
iff) Muslim. 



2S0 


QUESTIONS. 


[3ed April, 


(h) Four are B.A.*s and 2 Have paased the Maine examination. 

(i) They had rendered non-continuous officiating service for 6, 3 and 
2 years, respectively. 

(j) No, as they were not permanent. The permanent posts in the 
cadre are pensionable. 

(k) No. 

(l) The Contributory Provident Fund Rules do not apply to the cadre 
of Passed Accounts clerks. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there has been a Government 
circular as a result of which the Hindu Officers who have been serving 
temporarily for a number of years have got to wait for their chance 
until the requisite quota of Muslim appointments has been reached? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

Yes, I think, there is such a circular. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that some of these passed accounts 
clerks were recruited by the Accountant-General’s Department on the 
distinct understanding that they would be appointed pennanently if 
and when there would be permanent vacancies in the department? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coaaimbazar: 

I have no knowledge about the understanding referred to. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in a number of cases the depart- 
mental heads had recommended confirmation of these officers and their 
recommendations have been lying with the Government for a long 
time? 

4 

The HoiPble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazars 

I am not aware if the particular cases referred to by the honourable 
member were recommended by the b^ads of the department for con- 
firmation but it is a fact that they were serving in a temporary 
oapaeity for some periods, as T have already staled in my reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Goveniinent are proposing to compensate these 
Hindu officers who^have suffered as a result of the Comnlunal arrange- 
ments P 
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Tlia Hon^blt Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, al OaaaimliiEart 

No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mmistei be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that comparatively junior men — men with 
less qualifications than some of these senior Hindu officers, who have 
• been serving even before the introduction of the present constitu- 
tion — have been placed over the headvS of these a)mpetent Hindu 
officers and there has been no justification made out in the files of these 
persons for the sanieJ" 

Mr. 8PEAKER; There are so many (|Uestions; will you please put 
one question at a time? 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Hon ’hie Minister received a 
deputation and J presume that it is within his knowledge that there 
has been a great injustice done to these men. What is the good of 
evading the answer? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It* is not within my knowledge. So will you 
please put your specific question? 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pjeased to state if iUis a fact that there are a number of Hindu officers 
who had served for a very long period and then were HU])er8eded by 
comparatively junior and less experienced men? 

The Hoffble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesitnliozar: 

First of all, I may state that there is no question of evading the answer 
as alleged by the honourable member. I may also state that I never 
had the privilege of receiving the deputation wliicli the honourable 
member mentioned. The new appointments were made in the place 
of those officers who were serving in a temporary rapacity for a 
number of years. As regards the question whether the new incum- 
bents had lesser or higher qualification in comparison to those who 
were temporarily employed before tln*ni, I am afraid T cannot say 
off-hand. 

Dr. NALINhKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the qualifications respectively of each of these Muslim 
candidates who have been taken on in supersession* ot llie incumbents 

who had been working there in an officiating capacity? 

* • 

Th. Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, af CaaaHnbaari 

I want notice. 
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Dr. NALIHAK8HA SANYALt Will the Son’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that there is at least one gentleman who 
ie an M.A. and who had been serving with great credit for more than 
10 years, and who had reached the maximum of the scale and who now 
finds himself subordinated to an ordinary Matriculate? 

The Hen’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, tf Coasimbazar: 

I am afraid I cannot answer that question without notice. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

eiHiw— ra (^) m sr B. A. 

candidates OTffT Divisional Aooount- 

ship Examination aw equivalent examination ^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

1 believe so. 


Payment of oonveyanoe and fooding charges, eto., to Jurors. 

•310. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Tjegislative Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the jurors are paid only third class 
train and steamer fare and no additional sum is j)aid to meet their cooly, 
conveyance, fooding and other expenses during the journeV? 

{h) If the answer to {a) is in the |)ositive, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate payment as 
travelling allowance to the jurors to cover journey fare, cooly, fooding, 
conveyance and other expenses during the journey? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGI8LATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (o) The allowance is paid according to rule 1 of Notifica- 
tion No. 4()66J., dated the 9th June, 1932, which lays down* that “A 
daily ollow^ance of not less than Re. 1 and not more than Rs. 5 which 
should not exceed the actual travelling expense, for the first day of 
attendance at Court or w'hen dischai^ed wdtliout being chosen to serve 
as juix)r or asses.sor.’^ ** 

Actual travelling expense is interpreted not to include anything on 
account of food. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

Mr, ’MIRZA ABDUl. HAFIZ* Will the Hon*ble .Minister be 
pleased to state how long will Government take to consider the matter? 
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The Hon’hlo Nawib MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khm BehMlurs 

As soon as funds are available they will be distributed. 

Babu NjACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the travelling* allowam^e that is granted is adequate 
in his opinion ? 

The Hon’hle Naarab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahaihir: 

It depends on the judginent of the court. The court has got ample 
latitude in a matter like this. If my friend will read the answer 
he 'will find that the court ha.s the power of assessing and distributing 
from Re. 1 to Rs. 5. It means that the court has l>t*en given full 
discretion in the mattei. In this (connection I may tell my friend that 
these people do not come from a very long distaiu'e. Piobably when 
the question is asked in this House the people are under the impression 
that these jurors and assessors come from a distance ot 20(1 miles, 
in various sorts ot conveyances, but they do not come from such a 
long distance. If they come from l)eyond 5 miles they can be paid 
from Re. 1 to Rs. o. 

• 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY;^^^ wm src*^ ^ vj snti 
Mr, SPEAKER; What is your (luestionP 

* Mr. CHARU crfANDRA ROY 

SKTOt ^ TO JHtl avoid W 

^ CTTO ITlfT WZT ^ CTO Itf 

fY 5(1? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My friend ought to understand that the circular simply says that the 
district court has the right of giving from Re. 1 to Rs. 5 by way of 
allowance. In this connection I may say that whenever the jurors 
appear ^efore a court, they submit their travelling allowance bills to 
the court, and the court in ('onsideration of those bills assesses the 
amount which should be paid to the jurors. I do not understand why 
my friends fail to understand my reply, 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state ’what class of railway and steamer fan^s these jurors 
are paid P • 

* # 

Th* Hon'Ma Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My reply would W the same. * 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Hr has already said that from the nature of the 
conveyance used, a juror is paid from Re. 1 to Rs. 5. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to consider the desirability of reviewing this notification 
and granting a reasonable allowance? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The matter is under consideration. 

Mr, R^SIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, ^ TOctd Cl 

we have not understood him ^ ^ gn' KKHfa CTO, 

OT ' 0 (iTh r^Oln( *1141 III class <S1 

TO 'tnTOfUJT TOt ^ ai>T JTOT in', yea 

m no TOT «fi5 STO fm niRR ^tr? 

The Hon’ble Naurab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want to tell my friend that if the steamer fare is just 2 annas, still 
the court cannot pay less than Re. 1. 


Recruitment of Judges and Magistrates from the Bar. 

•311, Mr, AMRITA LAL MONDAL: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state 
what is the present number of — 

(1) District and Sessions Judges, 

(2) Judges of the Small Cause Court, Calcutta, and 

(3) Presidency Magistrates, including Municipal Magistrates, 

recruited from the Bar? 

(6) How many of them are — 

(i) Hindus, 

(n) Muslims, 

(in) Scheduled Castes, 

(n’) Buddhists, and r 

(v) other minorities in those poets? 

(c) W as any mefnber of the Scheduled Castes or Buddhist community 
appointed to any of these posts? If so, when? ‘ 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of appointing candidates belonging to these 
communities to those posts, in future vacancies? 
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The Hon’We Ntwab MUaHARRUFF HOaSAIN, Khan BilUMlyr) 

(a) and (h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) None of the present incnmWnts belongs to the Scheduled Castea 
or Buddhist community. 

(d) If suitable candidates present themselves their claim will receive* 
sympathetic consideration. 


SMement referred to ut the repfy to chni.^ex {a) and (h) to starred 
question No. .‘177. 


(«) 


( 6 ) 

^ ^ 

{%) (it) (itt) to (i>) 


(1) .. 4 2 2 Nil 

(2) . . 5 1 4 Nil 

(3) . . 3 2 1 Nil 

Mauivi AZHAR ALl! With reference to statement (h), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if there are at present two 
Muhammadan and two Hindu Judges excluding the ('hief Judge who* 
is officiating in the High Court P 


The Hon’ble Na^b MUaHARRUFF HOaBAIN, Khan Bahadur c 

Probably so. 

Public Prosecutors in Calcutta Police Courts. 

*312. Khan Sahib MD. SOL AIM AN: (a) Will the Hon’ blc Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and legislative Department be pleased to state- 
how many Public Prosecutors are there at the present time in the 
Calcutta Police Courts? 

(6) Are they all salaried officers or paid in fees for each case? 

(c) W^ll the Government be pleased to state what amount of salary 
or fees each of them is drawing annually on an average? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister^ be pleased to state — 

(i) in how many cases private practitioners were engaged by the 
Government to assist the Publi<* Prosecutor and the Assistant 

Public Prosecutor; 

• 

\i/>what amount of fees have been paid by the Government ta 
private practitioners engaged to assist the Public Prosei utor 
' or the Assistant Public Prosecutor; , 
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" {Hi) in liow many cases Hindu and^ ifi^uhantm^an lawyers r^^o- 

' lively wera engaged by the Obvemmew in the years 1937 
and 1938; and 

(iv) what amount of money had been paid to Hindu and Muhaai- 
madan lawyers respectively by way of fees in such ^es 
during the period? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a large number of Muham- 
madan lawyers with several years^ practice are pra(‘tising in the Police 
Courts P 

(J) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing a Muhammadan as third Public Prosecutor for the purpose? 

(ff) Is it in the contemplation of Government to form a panel of 
lawyers to conduct such cases which had hitherto 'been given to private 
practitioners? 

(h) If so, does the Hon^ble Minister propose including Muhammadan 
lawyers in the panel? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

{a) In the Calcutta Police Courts there are at present one Public Prose- 
cutor and one Junior Public Prosecutor. 

(h) Both of them are whole-time salaried officers. 

(c) The present pay of the Public Prosecutor js Bs. 1,300 a month 
in the scale of Bs. 1,200 — 100/2 — 1,600 and the present pay of the 
Junior Public Prosecutor is Bs. 1,050 a month iii the scale of Bs. 600 — 
C00u_D50— 50— 1,200. 

(d) (i) By the Government of Bengal — 

In 1937 — Three cases only. 

In 1938 — Two cases only. 

(ii) In 1937— 

Babu Kalidas Sen at Bs. 10 a day 
Maulvi M, Azizul Huq at Bs. 17 a day 

Total 


Bs. 

. 150 
119 

, 269 

. 260 
. 260 


In 1938— 

Babu Lalit E. Saha at Bs. 10 a day 
Babu lialit K. Saha at Bs. 10 a day 


Total 


... 520 



^QtksTiONS.* lipt'j 

f 'w ^OiBre was a speo^t C'ustowis Case (Ewpejor u*. l^oh'itram and olliere) 
^^onducted by the Government of Bengal which started in 1937, and ' 
^ded in 1938. That case was conducted by outside lawyers (not by»^’ 
tte Public Prosecutor or the Junior 1‘ublic Prosecutorl and the follow- 
ing fees were paid to them for that case : — 




1937. 

1938. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Babu K. D. 

Sen 

.. 731 

3.LM7 

Balm S. K. 

Chatterjcc 

44t> 

1.900 


(???) In one case in 19.‘^7, one Mnhainnnidun lawyer was en^a^ed as 
junior to Public Prosecuior. In all oilier cases in 19^17 and 19.‘18. Hindu 
lawyers were eng-afred. 

(iv) Vide details under (it) above. 

(e) Only* lo or HI Mjilianmiadan lawwus praciisi* in tlie Police 
Courts. 

(/) to (//) The two Public Prosecutors and the ("ourt Inspectors are 
enough to conduct all the cases in the (hilcutta lh)li(‘e Courts. 'Fhere 
is no necessity a t|^ird Ibiblic Prosecutor or a panel of plead(*rs. 

Some eases have be^n conducted by the Government of India under 
the directioii of the Solicitor for that Government. This Government 
had no concern with these (’ases. , 

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will (iovemnnuit considei the 
desirability of introducing a panel of pleaders with a certain numlM*r 
of Muslim lawyers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That h as been answered. 


Realisation of rents of Khas Mahal Jotes by the operation of Sunset Law 
• in Chittagohg district 

•S13. Dr, SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased lo state whether it is a fact that 
the operation of the provisions of the Sunset liow (Act II of 1859) has 
been extended by the Board of Revenue to the rents of the Khas Mahal 
jotes bearing jamas of Rs. 10 and upwards in the district of Chittagong, 
with effect from next March? 
ifi 
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# , , • ‘ <1 * i 

(6) If the uUBwer to (a) is in the aftirmativcfs, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for taking this method of rent 
realisation in preferenee to the usual certificate procedure suspended 
temporarily? 

(c) Is it a fact that some jotefhrs submitted a memorial, dated the 
22nd January, lo the Hoii’ble (Jiief Minister during his visit to 

Chittagong praying for — 

(?) tlie eane.ellatiou of tlie said order of tlie Board of Bevenue ; 

(?*?') the amendment of l^iblie Demands Keeovery Act, 1918, by 
repealing the section w'hicdi levies 12A ])er cent, interest on 
the arrears of rent ; and 

(??'?) the modification of tlie said Act by reducing the process-fees 
from annas 12 and Be. 1-4 to annas 8 and annas 12 
respectively? 


(d) If the unswt'r to (c) is in tlie affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what steps, if any, have the Government 
taken or do they propose to take in tlie n(*ar future in the matter? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (n) Ko. It is not under 

the orders of the Board of Revenge but under the statutory provisions 
eontained in section 11 of Act VII of 1868 that the Collector is now 
applying th(‘ Sale Law to jotea in Khas Mahals bearing joman exceeding 
Rs. 100. liistru(;tions have however been issued Iby the Board to 
administer the Sale Law in these cases as leniently as possible. 

(h) As the certificate piocedure is no longer in vogue there is no 
question of any other procedure being adopted in preference to it. Sale 
of joies, however, was resorted to even when the certificate * procedure 
was in operation. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) As regards the prayer for amendment of the Pubic Demands 
Recovery Act, it^ may be pointed out that, by virtue of' the recent 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, the rate of interest leviable 
on ai^rears of rent under section 8 {6) of the Public Demands Recovery 
Act has already been reduced to per cent. 

■ V ^ 

The other prayers are still under consideration. 
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Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHUlll: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state with reference to answer (u), whether the 
present exclusive operation of Art VII <,f |8C8 is ransiiifr >rreater hard- 
ship to the khas mahal Jofedan or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Govemmen< do 
not think so. 


Site for the Agricultural Farm in Ohittagong. 

*314. Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in rharpe of tlu^ Af:n‘ioulture and Votennary Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether any site for the pro|x>se(l ieiiltnnil 
Farm in Chitta^2ronp’ has been select(‘d and aeipiired? 

(h) If the answer to (rt) is in the athrmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state — 

(i) w’here is that site an<l when v\as it acquired; 

(ii) whether in selecting? the site the local M.L.A.’s were consulted; 

{ill) what is the urea reipiired foi the proposed farm; 

(tr) whether the Selected site is within or outside the Municipal 
area; and 

• 

(r) whether the selei ted xite is within a villajre fo in an isolated 
place P 

(c) It no final selection has yet been made, wdll the Hon’ bio Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of consult- 
ing the local M.L.A. before the selection of the site? 

(d) Does the Hon’hle Minister contemplate visiting (^ittagong in 
this connection? 

MINISTER ih charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) The site 
Wa not yet been selected. Necessary provision for Acquisition of land 
has been made in fhe budget for 1939-40. 

• 

, (^) (D, (w), (iv) and (v) Do not arise. 


(m) About 37 acres. 
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(c) The selection of t%e site will be done by a Site Selection Com- 
mittee. The local M.L.A.'s will be at liberty to represent their views 
to that Committee. 

(d) No. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Eon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Site Selection Committee will 
be directed to (M)n8ult the local M.L.As.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The local M.L.As., it 
they like, will he able io rejnescnt their views l>efore the Committee. 


Extension of Bengal Tenancy Act in the Western Duars Khas Mahals. 

*315. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a)4Vill the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be plea.sed to 
state whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
extending the Bengal Tenancy Act in its entirety in the Western Duars 
Government Khas Mahal, district Jalpaiguri? 

(b) If the answer to {a) he in the negative, what are the reasons? 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Governmeht 
proi>o.se to take up the question in connection with Mr. Stuart’s report 
on the Khas Mahal Administration. 

{h) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAiTI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state the approximate time by which Mr. Stuart’s Report 
is likely t^) come up for consideration by this House? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The matter is 
under consideiation and it is very dilticull to give any approximate 
time. 


Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to the 
whole of the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister, will he be pleased 
to state what are the circumstances under which a particular area is 
considered to be fit for the operation of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the Duars 
is considered to be undeveloped. It is not developed to that extent 
as other parts of Bengal where the Bengal Tenancy Act is applicable. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Educational institutions in Chittagong district. 

116. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Will the Hou’lilr Minister in (’liar^e of 
the Education l)e{)artnu*nt he jdeased te lay on the tal)le u statement 
showing, tliana hy thana, tor the Chittagong district and for the 
present time — 

(a) the total nunihei of — (/i high English, and (//) niiddh* English 

schools, and (///) junioi. (/r) senior and ( e'l Islamia (recog- 
nised and unrecognised I Madrasahs: 

(b) the (!) nuinher of stud(*nts ;ind (i?' teachers of each institution; 

and 

(c) the date and amount <d (lovcriimeiit grant-in-aid, if any, 

against tlu' name of (‘aidi institution? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A Htatement is laid on the 
table. 



Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 116 , showing the particulars of ifigh English 
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Date and amount of 
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Construction of a bridge over the Cossye river in Midnapore. 

117. Mr. DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
in charge of tlie (hmnnunif atioiiH and Works Department be pleased to 
state the reason for llie delay in eonstrueding the bridge over the 
CoHsye river in Midnapore, tlje foundaticjii sione of whi(di was lai<I 
some years ago h;v Sir John Anderscm, the then (lovernor of Bengal? 

(})) What stef)s, it any, are the (lov eminent [)rnposing to expedite 
the work? 

(r‘) When is it likely to he completed? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazars 

The foundation stone was laid in Novi^nihei-, 11)37, before the project 
was inatiir(*d, and there has lK‘en no nndiie delay in starting* the work 
on which it is pro|)osed to spend l^s. 2,1 4, ()()() in 1939 - 40 . Tlie total 
estimated expendituie is ov(‘i (‘ight lakhs and it is hoped that the 
bridge will he completed about the end of 1941 . 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: When was the work 
started ? 

The Hon’blo Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar : 

I think very recently. , 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the vork is going to be finished? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As will ap])ear from my answer just given it is expeeded to be 
completed by the end of 1941. 


Appeals before Special Appellate Officer, Comilla, against 
decisions of Debt Settlement Boards. . 

118. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of tlie Judicial and liCgislative Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the total nunilHu- of appeals filed before the Special Appellate 
Officer, (\)milla, from the orders, decisions and awards of 
tlie vSjieeial Debt Settlement Boards and the ordinary’’ Debt 
Settlement Boards under his jurisdiction since the inception 
of the establishment of the sfiecial Appellate Court under 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act; 
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(5) ’ttumber of appeals filed after the limitation period, vis., 
30 days of the orders, derisions and awards appealed against; 
and 

(c) the number of appeal up to date — 

(i) allowed, 

(u) dismissed, and 
(in) pending? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) 38G 

up to the 28th February, 1930. 

(b) 00 up to the 28th February, 1939. 

(c) (t) 35, (;?) 73 and (//?) 278 uj) to the 28th Feluiiarv. 1939. 


Calcutta- Barisal Trunk Road Scheme. 

119. Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that tor moje than halt a centui\> there was a demand for a 
railway connection l)etween ('alcutta and Harisal; 

,(u) thatf the Government of India abandoned the Railway project 
on the ground that it would not be remunerative; and 

(m) that Mr. A. 1. King in his comprehensive reix)rt on Road 
Development in Bengal recommended the construction of a 
Trunk Roa<l from Calcutta to Barisal? 

(6) What IS tlie policN tollowed h> the Government in selectiug 
roads for execution out of the Road Developnnuit Fund? 

(c) Is it not a fact — 

(i) that a number ot roads have already been constructed out of 
the Road Development Fund ; and 
{ii) that nearly half a crore rupees has accumulated in the pro- 
vincial share of the Road Development h'und for want of 
suitable schemes ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) (ii) is in the affirmative— 

are the Government considering the desirability of undertaking 
the construction of a road from Calcutta to Barisal; and 
(it) if so, when is the scheme likely to materialise? 
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Th« Hon'Me Mahara]a SRI8CHANDRA NAIIDY, of jCoaiimbazarj 

(i) and {li) Yes. 

(iii) Yes, suidi a road is reeoiiiinended by Mr. King along witb, 33 
other similar roads throughout the province. 

(h) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to the remarki 
which I made in this House when replying to the debate on the demand 
for a grant to meet expenditure on Civil Works during the year 1939-40. 

(c) ({) Yes. 

(w) There is approximately half a crore to the credit of Bengal in 
the Fund, but this has not accumulated for want of suitable schemes. 
In addition to works in progress, projects, the estimated cost of phich 
amounts to Its. 1,28,00,000, have been passed by Government and 
approved by the Government of India. 

(d) No part of the Calcutta-Barisal Road is included among the 
schemes already approved. The road will be considered along with 
others throughout the province in due course. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state the time that is likely to be taken for taking up the 
scheme for the construction of the road from Calcutta to Barisal? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

It is impossible to give any idea b\it 1 may state for the information 
of the honourable meinbei- that the entire scheme will (u)st nearly a core 
and a (piarter lakh of rupe<‘S. ' ^ 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE*: With leterence to leply 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the whole of the 
estimated cost of Rs. 128 lakhs as stated by the Hon’ble Minister comes 
from the Road Development Fund? If not, how much will come out 
of that? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 ma> inform the honourable member that the question deals with the 
Petrol fund received from the Government of India. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My question has not been 
answered. The Hon’ble Minister has stated that the, total estimated 
amount up till now for the construction of roads in dift’erent parts of 
Bengal amounts to Rs. 128 lakhs but I would like to know how much 
has been set apart from the Road Development Fund ,for these purposes. 

2 The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cos^imbaur: 

There is only one fund, vis., the Road Development Fund. I 'do not 
know what other fund the honourable member is referring to. 
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Mfi ATtJL KRISHNA CHOSE: The Ilou’ble Mii^flter has already 
stated that Rs. 50 lakhs has already aecumulated from that Rq^ 
Development Fund to the share of Benjral. We would like to know 
how mucli of that fund has heeu utilised or has been set apart for the 
said purposes from that fund? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are not (deal, hut I have understood you. 
You want to know, out of Its. '>0 lakhs how mueh luis hi>en set apait 
* for these purposes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Yes 

Mr. SPEAKER; The wh(»le ;»t Unit 1^ for loail ntnsinu’titm 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I would like to know where thin 
Rs. 128 lakljs eonu's fiom. I want to know wh(‘the] a s(‘[)arate Provin- 
cial fund has been mixed up with tin* Hoad l)(‘velo]uneut iMtnd and 
in that case I would like to know’ how the sanction of the Government 
of India ia required? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are making a (’ontusion helween »ni estimate 
and an actual. This Hs. 128 lakhs only means sin estimate. 1his has 
nothing to do with the* accumulation of Hs ot) lakhs. 

• • 

Mr« ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: How do(‘s th(‘ llon’hle Minister 
sa^ that tKe appiovai ot the (lovernmeiit ol India was ne(‘essjiry? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Because they want to get it all from the Road 
Fund. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Why for this Rs. 128 lakhs? 

Mr. SPEAKER: They w’ant to get the sanction of the Government 
of Indi% for the balance. 


Provisioiis for drinking water, shedB, etc., in the Royal Botanio Cardona* 

120. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Agricnlture and Veterinary DejKirtment been 
drawn to the factr— 

■ (t) that there is no arrangement for drinking water in the Roydl 

” Botanical Gardens for the public; 

(it) that no shelter is provided against inclement weather; 
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(Hi) that thUe is no arrangement for lavatories either for thfe' 
or for the coolies working in the gardens ; 


(iv) that the condition of the tanks in the Royal Botaniosil, and 

Eden Gardens, proving hatcheries for mosquitoes; and % 

(v) that there is not sufficient stork of plants for distributioi^ in 

Bengal and outside? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps does the 
Hon’})le Minister propose to take in the matter? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (i) There is one^tube 

well in the garden which supplies drinking water to the public. The 
question of j)roviding another tiiW well for the same purpose is under 
consideration. 

(ii) There are two rest houses in the gardens where visitors can take 
shelter. 

(Hi) There are two cloak rooms for visitors which have lavatories, 
one for males and one for females. The question of constructing new 
coolie lines with projier latrines is under consideration. 

(iv) I am aware that the tanks are not in very satisfactory condition. 
They require re-excavation which will be very costly. The matter is 
receiving attention. 

(i;) No. I have received no such complaint. 

(h) Does not arise. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1938. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg 
to move that 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Gn a point of order, Sir. Is it 
necessary to have the previous sanction of the Governor to move a 
legislative measure? 

Mr. BREAKER: There might be something in the nature of a 
P^nction, which I do not know. 

'V 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I .seek your protection, Sir. If 
there is nothing why should we go to the Governor tor hk sanction? 
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AU^ripfht, Sir, I simply move that the Report of the S^ect Oommitteie 
on the Bengal Money-lenders Bill ^ 

' *lir. SPEAKER: Is it the Report of the Select Committee that 
you want to be taken into consideration or, is it the entire Bill as 

• reported on by the Sele{‘t Committee (Laughter. 'I 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I beg your pardon, Sir. 

I. beg to move that the Bengal Money-lenders Bill, I9d8. as reported 
by tie Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

I do not think I have to deliver a speech in recommending the 
motion to you. You are all aware that there is a crying necessity for 
controlling money-lending in the country. Every one knows that after 
the introduction of the Reforms and when the franchise has been 
extended, people have l)een riamouring for putting some control over 
the money-lenders. And in order to meet that popular demand, al>out 
six months ago, the Bihar Money-lenders Act was j)ussc(l and is noa’ 
in operation, reHtri(;ting the scoj)e of the money-lending business. 
.Other provinces are also trying, us we are trying liere, to do so. We 
brought in a Bill, Sir, and that Bill has been dealt with by the Select 
Committee, who have made some changes in it. 1 do not like to deal 
xfrith all those cLan5:es at this stage, but I simply put before you the 
fact that those changes will have to b(‘ reconsidered by the whole 
House. If after reconsideration by the whole House those changes 
are amended, I hope there will be. a termination of all our difficulties 
and we may in the course ot the next few days fiiiisli our labours for 
the benefit of the poor. 1 kn(>w my friends have moved several amend- 
ments to this motion. 1 do not know whether they will actually and 
seriously move those motions. But if they do, it will be my duty then 
to rise and oppose. For the present I appeal to all classes to allow us 
to pass through the motion for the consideration of this Bill in the 
full House. And if they w’ould give us an op|)ortunity like that, I do 
not think there will be any difficulty to any of out friends in tbe end. 
If in the end they find that we have actually done wn)ng to a large 
section of the pef»ple, then at last stage they will have the right 
to throw out the entire Bill. But^ before they would take that step, let 
them first consider the proposal in its true perspective and see whe^ther 
a settlement can be arrived at. I appeal to my friends on all sides 
of the House not to be led away by a scare. Scare lomes to tbe weaker 
people, but those frho are strong in mind — let them face the facts and 
try to%olve the problem and not to shirk the responsibility by not giving 
the whole House an opportunity of considering the Bill at this initial 
stage. * 

19 
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Drt NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 rise, Sir, to a question of 
procedure? Before the discussion bt^gins, I want to draw your atten- 
tion — 

Mfi SPEAKER: It would be better for you to raise the point after 
the House decides to take the Bill into consideration. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have listened 
with very rapt attention to the speech of the Hon’ble Nawab Mushrruff 
ITossain. I have always enjoyed his humorous speeches, and to-day’s 
speech, Sir, 1 believe, has outdone all his previous humorous speeches. 
However the opposition that is being put forward against the Money- 
lenders Bill has been described by him, a business man, as a scare. 
He has relied on the Province of Bihar for his support. I hope, Sir, 
the Hon’ble the Judicial Minister is aware of the fact that before the 
ink on the paper on which that Act was i)rinted was dry several sec- 
tions of the Bihar Money-lenders Act liad already been declared 
invalid by the High Court. 

The next point that the llon’ble Minister c6uld have borne in mind 
was that Bihar is not fortunate enough in possessing a city like 
Calcutta; Bihar is not fortunate enough in possessing that large volume 
of trade which passes through the chief poi-t of Calcutta and sei*ves 
not only the Province of Bengal but the w’hole of India; a port w'hich 
serves the interior of the vast continent of India in its export trade 
as well. This distinction could have been borne in mind by the busi- 
ness man Nawalb Musharruff Ilossaiu, if not by the Judicial Minister, 
whose function may be to carry on post-iaoriem examination as in a 
court of law, and not constructive efforts as business men have got to 
do. He described, Sir, the amendments made by the Select Committee 
as “some changes”. He forgets in his humorous disposition that what 
the Select Committee hae done is to transform a useful horse, presented 
hy the Government to this House, to a ferocious tiger. (Laughter.) 
Whether the Select Committee had powers to do it or not is a matter 
that I shall put forward before you. Sir, for decision, i.e., as to whether 
the Bill, as amended by tbe Select Committee, was within its powers 
to be amended. But before I do that, I propose to refer to the “some 
changes” that the Select Committee has introduced in this Bill. 

Sir, Government, after giving the fullest consideration to the 
measure in introducing it, propostMf, and very rightly proposed, to 
exclude what we call commercial loans, i.e., loans given for trade, 
commercial an<l industrial purposes, from the purview of the Money- 
lenders Bill — a Bill, Sir, which no longer remains a Money-lenders 
Bill, but which has become the money-choking Bill in this province. 

I would ask the Hon^ble Minister, who is in charge of this Bill, 
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whether agriculture or commerce or industi-y can be carried on any- 
where in the province without the structure of credit remaining in full 
strength. (Sir George Campbell: Hear, hear.) I hope, Sir, of all 
persons, the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hussain will admit from his 
personal experience of business life that no agriculture, no commerce 
and no industry can be built up, or carried on, or developed, unless the 
persons engaged in agriculture, trade, oommeice, or industi-y have the 
facilities of ciedit available to them. And what has bc^en done to 
continue credit fac ilities to these persons?* The first piovision that has 
been made is that on a decree no court shall award interest. Why 
should, on the face of a provision of this kind, any person lend money 
to another, if even after decrees are passed no interest is payable V 1 
ask, Sir, every member of this House to lay his hand on his heort and 
tell me whether any person wdll he so stupid and fiwlish as to lend 
another any amount, he it one pice or even one croie of rupees, if a 
lender has to go to court of law and get a decree, and no inteivst is to 
be awarded on it. But, Sir, the matter does not rest there. In their 
enthusiasm to kill the money-lender, a further j)rovision has been 
introduc^ed that the court shall have no ])owpr to order realiwdion of 
money decrees straight off; the court shall only allow instalnuuits, and 
not only iustalincnts but instalments without interest for a ])eriod which 
may continue up to 20 years. Sir, as if that w’as not sufficient murder 
of credit, the Select Committee lias gone one step further than that. 
Even if an instalment is not paid and the wliole amount of the decree 
be still due^ interest ^nll not be due on the instalment, and that the 
creditor (“an only take steps for the realisation of the defaulted instal- 
ment alone. And by what nutans? •The Select Committee goes further 
to reply to it — not even arrest, as provided for in the Civil Procedure 
Code. Even under the existing law, we used to he told that the diffi- 
culties of a decree-holder commence after the decree is obtained. Here, 
Sir, the difficulty of a lender does not begin when he gives a loan; it 
does not begin when the decree is passed; but continues in full force and 
with greater strength as time elapses; but he is not provided with any 
r pT^ ^pdy for the purpose of recovering hack bis dues. 

Sir, during the last 20 years of my life, it has been my proud 
privilege to carry on an agitation in this country for cheapening the 
money facilities in this country, and here to-day I have got to stand 
up and oppose thf* Money-lenders Bill, because I fully realise that what 
is being done is not to make money cheap but to make it so dear that 
it will be impossible to obtain it. If you want to iftake money cheap 
it is necessary to make recovery easy, (io to Clive Street or Wherever 
you ‘like— it does not matter. Wherever there is good security, 
wherever there is possibility of easy realisation, there it is that money 
is cheap. On liquid assets, on good security, whenr the borrower is 
idble to repay his loan as early as possible, without compelling the 
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(iV^ditor to have recourse to law, there it is that the borrower got® 
money. You want to make money cheap by introducing such provi- 
)4ons in the Bill that fAand in the way of the creditor realising his 
dues! 

Sir, these stringent provisions do not remain with ordinary money 
suits. They have to be carried over to mortgage suits as well. A 
mortgagee cannot get his final decree for sale, even on the expiry of six 
months as provided for in the Civil Procedure Code, but he has to wait 
for 10 years before he can get his decree for sale. 

Sir, these are circumstances which will not only choke up credit but 
will absolutely make it impossible for anybody to lend money to 
another, whether he be a poor man or whether he be a rich man, 
whether his security is good or whether his security is had. 

Sir, the “small ehanges” that have been made by the Select Com- 
mittee do not end there. When Government introdueed the Bill, they 
made a provision that the law of (himdxipaty as has been understood 
hitherto, will apply to arrears of interest also. But what has the 
Select Committee done? If an account is outstanding for, say, 25 years 
at the old basic rate of 8 per cent, in the ease of secured loans, if a 
debtor is unable to pay interest even at the rate of 8 per cent, and has 

paid Rs. 100 as against Rs. 200, not only will he not have to pay 

further interest, but, under the provisions of this Bill, even the princi- 
pal of the lojin will he wiped off; and this in spite of the fact that 
when the interest has been reduced, the creditor has had to 'pay income- 
tax, KU|>er-tax, and has had to pay all the taxes that have been imposed 
upon him ; this in spite of the fact that the interest that has been 
reduced would uci‘essiarily have been spent on the creditor’s and his 

family’s maintenance — all these considerations disappearing in their 

enthusiasm to kill the money-lender and to make it easy for the borrower 
to prosper in life ! 

Furthermore, Sir, apart from these retrospective effects regarding 
other considerations, it is also provided that even if a decree has been 
passed and accounts adjusted, they are to be re-opened for the purpose of 
finding out whether interest, more than the rate of interest provided for 
in the agreement, will exceed the rate provided for in the Bill, and, if 
so, the creditor wiW have to fork oui the excess that ,,ha8 been paid. 
This, Sir, in spite of the fact that higher rates of interest have been 
provided for under the existing law. What does it matter if the 
agreements were duly entered into under the law .as it was in force!' 
They are to be treated as Mussolini said yesterday that printed paper 
had po value and he would have what he wanted. Similarly, Sir, it is 
going to be said ip this Assembly, whet does it matter if an agreement 
w^as made \inder the due provisions of the law, under a la^ which wae 
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passed not longrer ago than 19*^3. It does not matter if all these con- 
tracts are to be set at naught. I have not the time to go into all the 
difficulties that will present themselves when the Money-lenders Bill is 
in operation. I would submit to you that the provisions of the 
Money-lenders Bill, as amended by the Select Committee, are w/tra 
vires in several particulars and I would draw your attention to some of 
these features. 

First 1\, as I have already submitted, the Select (’ommittet* has 
exceeded its powers by changing the whole aspect of the Bill, — the 
fundamental essential principles that were o*bserved by the Government 
in framing their Bill. If you look at the definition of the word "suit*^ 
which was applied in the Bill, as it was introduced by the Government, 
you will find that this was intended only to apply to future transactions. 
But by a small change in adding the words “before or“ before the word 
“after”, the whole fundamental aspect of the Bill has b(ien transformed. 
Sir, I would ask when did this House giv<‘ permission to the Select 
Committee to introduce that fundamental change in the Bill. 

Secondly, Government, when introducing the Bill, excluded from 
its operation Ijanks, insurance companies, etc., and also excluded from 
its operation commercial loans as defined in the old clause 2 {10) (/). 
Those very siilient provisions of the Bill have been removed by the 
Select Committt‘c. I would ask who gave the Select Committee the 
permission to remove those very good feutures of the Bill Iroin it I' 1 
submit, Sir, in all tarnestuess, that the Select (kmimittee had no right 
to transgress these f|indumental features of the Bill as introduced by 
the Government. 

Thirdly, the rule of the damduyai: Govenimeiit as usual, and very 
wisely, made it applk'able only to arrears of interest. The words 
“arrears of” have been deliberately cut out by the Select Committee. I 
would again ask you who gave the Select Committee the power to deal 
a blow so fundamentally at the root of the whole Bill ilselfi' You will 
further find that new amendments have been introduced contrary to the 
provisions of the Civil Procedure Code and the Contract Act. AH>out 
these I shall have occasion again to refer later. But at this stage I 

referring to it only to submit that the Select Committee has 
transgressed all its limits of power when they made these alb^rations 
about instalments, about no interest on decree, about no orders after 
decree, and al|put reopening anj^ accounts on any ground whatsoever. 
All these provisions that have been introduced by the Select Committee, 
I submit, are transgressions of powers which they ;iever had. 

I would then •go to certain considerations which I consider make 
{certain provisions nf the Bill ultra vires, and before I come to the 
actual ^ints themselves, I would make a submission as to how the Gov- 
ernment of India A^, as regards the pfiwers vested in the Provincial 



GOVEENMENT BILL. 




[3ed April, 


legislature, has to be interpreted. I would fiist draw your attention to 
section 100 of the Government of India Act. Sir, the beginning words 
of all the sub-sections in this section are very important. In section 100, 
sub-section (i), you will find — it begins “notwithstanding anything in 
the two next succeeding sub-sections the Federal Legislature has and a 
Provincial Legislature has not the power to make laws with respect to 
any of the matters enumerated in List I in the Seventh Schedule to 
this Act”. I would ask you to mark the words “notwithstanding any- 
thing in the two next succeeding sub-sections”. This means that 
although the two succeeding sub-sections may appear to confer certain 
powers on the Provincial Tjegislature . 


Mfi DH I REN DR A NATH DATTAs On a point of ordei’. Sir. Are 
you competent to give judgment in such matters? 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has raised this point in order to decide the 
^question of competency. I have already pointed out that I am not here 
to adjudicate upon civil rights. But surely in order to decide whether 
a motion should be admitted by me or not. a member ia perfectly 
entitled to discuss that question. 

Mr. Khaitan, I think, it would be better if you proceed with your 
new argument after the prayer adjournment. 

(The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes.j^ 


{After adjov rn nu^nf . ) 

Mr. DEB I PR OS AD KHAITAN: Sir, just before the adjourn- 
ment, I was referring you to section 100 of the Government of India 
Act. Sub-section (7) of that section lays down — “Notwithstanding 
anything in the two next succeeding sub-sections, the Federal Legis- 
lature has, and a Provinidul Legisiluture lias not, the power to make 
daws with respect to any of the matters enumerated in List I in the 
Seventh Schedule to this Act”. The words “notwithstanding any- 
thing in the two next succeeding sub-sections” mean that Llthough 
apparently the Provincial Legislature may have powers to legislate 
in regard to certain matters, it has not the powers if there is over- 
lapping between List I and List II or between List I and List ' III. 
In that event because of the wwds “notwithstanding dhytbing in the 
next tw^o succeeding sub-sections” it is only the Federal Legislature 
that has the powder \o pass legislation in respect of those matters. The 
matter becomes quite clear when you refer to sub-section (3) of that 
section. Subject to the two preceding sub-sections, the Pro\dncial 
Legislature has, and the Federal Legislature has not, power to make 
laws for a Province or any part thereof with respect to any of the 



im. 1 ‘ 


(H)VEHNMKNT BILL. 


270 


matters euuiuerated in List II of the said schedule. The existence of 
the words “subject U> the two preceding sub-sect ion s“ necessarily 
means that if any matter is included in any of the items in List I, it 
is only the Federal Legislature that has power to legislate and not the 
Provincial liegislature. 

, Before I go on to the substance of my argument I would refer you 
to a judgment of Chief Justice Isaacs which is quoted in M. Rama- 
swamy’s lKX>k on the “lijiw of the Indian Constitution” at pages 210 
and 211. 1 aiu reading this passage, »Sir, because the matter cannot 

be put in a clearer manner than in the judgment of Chief Justice 
Isaacs. At the bottom of page 210 of that book it is said ‘‘In Austra* 
lian Boot Trade Employees’ Federation versus Whybrow and others, 
Chief Justice Isaacs said : “The case is quite different w'hen it is 
found that a given power though fully and completely exercised and 
enforced is not effectual to attain all the results desired or expected. 
The matter is then one for the consideration of the authority in whom 
resides the right of granting a power more extensive.” In this ease, 
Sir, it is the Parliament who has the power to grant a jK)wer more 
extensive. * 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: I rise on a point of order. At this stage 
I do not understand how can there be a general discussion without a 
motion for recommittal or some such thing. The Bill has been present- 
ed to us in the formp of a Select Committee report and tlm llon'ble 
Minister has moved tl^at it be taken into consideration. After that, 
according t<t secdion G3 either the Hon’ble Minister can move that it 
be recommitted or a member of the House can move that it be recom- 
mitted and on that motion alone can there Ihj a disc'ussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Can he not talk of consideration itse*lf? 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Not at this stage. I think here sections 
52, 55 and 57 apply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you are absolutely under a misapprehen- 
sion. We have got not merely the other motion.s which will be moved 
but the main motion itself and it is open to any member not to move 
an amendment but to attack the mdin motion, and also to raise certain 
points of order which Mr. Khaitan is now raising. 11 is quite in 
order. . 

t 

Mr..DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: At the top of page 211 of that 
book Chief Justice Isaacs said “the matter is one for the considera- 
tion of the authority in whom resides the right of grafting power more 
extensive. It is not open to the gp'antee of the power actually bestowed 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[3rd Afrix., 


m 

to add to its efficacy, as it is called, by some further meaus outside the 
limits of the power conferred for the purpose of more effectively 
coping with the evils intended to be met. Where an instrument of 
expressly limited length or nature is designated for use but found in 
practice insufficient to reach the point intended, then however just and 
desirable such a course may appear to those whose duty it is to employ 
that instrument, there is no legal principle which warrants its length- 
ening or transformation merely because the expected result has not 
been achieved. Where both the end and the means are strictly marked 
out, there is no right either to use other meeils to attain the specified 
end or to use the specified means for unauthorieed ends. The authority 
must be taken as it is created, taken to the full but not exceeded. 
In other words, in the absence of express statements to the contrary 
you may complement but you may not supplement a granted power”. 
I could not use better words than these to explain to this House the 
limitation of its own powers. 

I would refer you to the Seventh Schedule, Lif>t I, item 28. The 
same Schedule to the Government of India Act, List I, item 28, 
refers to cheques, bills of exchange, promissory notes and other like 
instruments. If words can be clear at all they are clear here that 
legislation about promissory notes can only be passed by the Central 
Legislature. There is no limitation of the powers of the Central 
Legislature about legislating in respect of promissory notes. By no 
stretch of language can promissory notes be brmfght under the words 
“money-lenders and money-lending”. If a transaction is based upon 
a negotiable instrument, the regulation of this negotiable instrument, 
can only be done by the Central Legislature and not by the Provincial 
Legislature. But what has been done in this Bill? If you refer to 
clause 2 (10) (e) you find an advance made on the basis of the nego- 
tiable instrument as defined in the Negotiable Instruments Act of 1881, 
other than a promissory note. Why the framers of the Bill have 
fought shy of including the hnndis and also bringing it within the 
scope of the Bill and what authority had they to include promissory 
notes within the purview of this most mischievous measure? 

Sir, it may be contended, as 1 fear it will be, that, unless promis- 
sory notes are brought within the purview of this Bill, money-lending 
transactions may be carried on by means of promis%soiy’ notes only, 
and then the very object of this me,nsure might be defeated. But, Sir^ 
Parliament, conferring powers of legislation on the Provincial Legis- 
latures, must have fully considered the reasons why they should 
reserve promissory notes for Central legislation wffiilst money-lending 
and money-lenders are left to the Provincial Ijegislatures. I have 
already referred you to the words in section 100(7) of the Government 
of India Act. Whatever the reasons be, whatever the results be, so 
long as Parliameht does not amend the Government of India Act and 
permit legislation of promissory notes by the Provincial Legislature;. 
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so long, Sir, the Provincial! Legislature can have no right to pass any 
legislation affecting promissory notes. Sir, if a loan is advanced on 
the basis of a promissory note, and if the suit be on the basis of the 
promissory note, that suit must be governed by legislation passed by 
the Central Legislature. But in case a lender files a suit on the original 
loan and does not base his claim on the promissory note itself, there 
may be some justification to say that the money-lending transaction 
although covered by a separate promissory note, can be brought within 
the purview of legislation by a Provincial JiCgislature. But in so far 
as promissory note is affected by provincial legislation, I submit, Birr 
with the utmost emphasis that 1 can command that this House hae 
no right to pass any legislation in regard thereto, and 1 would submit,^ 
Sir, that you, as Speaker and as the custodian of the rights of this 
House, who has also to guard against this House exceeding its proper 
limits, will prevent this House from doing so, and you will 
not allow any legislation covering promissory notes to be even consider- 
ed by this House. 

Then, Sir, I would refer you to item 38 of List T, Schedule VII 
of the Government of India Act. Item 83 8 a 3^8 “Corporations, that is to 
say the incorporation regulation” — and I am laying my emphasis on the 
word ‘regulation’ — “and winding up of trading corporations including 
banking, insurance and financial corporations but not imduding corpora- 
tions owned or contiolled by a Federated Stab* and carrying on business 
•nly within that State, 

Sir, the regulation of corporations, of trading corporations, includ- 
ing banking, insurance and financial corporations, is left to the 
Central Legislature. I would no^v draw your attention, Sir, to what 
is the meaning of the word “regulation”. It has been held by the 
Calcutta High Court as will be found in €4 Calcutta Law Journal. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Is that the Bijni Succession cuseP 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: The name of the case is Kumar 
Punyendra Narain Deb versus Kumar Jogendra Narain Deb. (A 
voice: That is the Bijni Succe.ssion case.) All that I am connected 
with in this judgment is the meaning of the word “regulation”. The 
relevant sentence begins at page 242. “To take up the 4th point before 
the 8rd Mr. Bas’s contention is* based upon the meaning he seeks to 
attach to the word ‘regulating’ in clause (e) of section 80A(,?), that is 
the old Government of India Act. He has argped that the word 
‘regulate’ does net mean ‘enact’ but means ‘adjust’ — a very peculiar 
yiew*to take. The Court l)elow has illustrated this contention as being 
of this nature. If there is a legislation by the Indian Ijegislature on 
a Central subject, a Provincial Legislature in regnliting that Central 
subject may only frame rules for adjusting thet legislation to suit the 
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particular province. Such an extreme position has been repudiated by 
Mr. Das and rightly enough for the words of the sub-section are 
‘‘make any law regulatinflp a Central subject’. He contends nevertheless 
that ‘regulating’ meana adjusting so that if there is a iegislation by 
the Indian Legislature on a Central subject that legislation may b® 
varied.” Sir, I would go on to show to you what is meant by the word 
^‘regulate”, “It is clear that when the Indian Legislature makes an 
enactment, such enactment can hardly, if ever, be an enactment 
adjusting a pre-existing provincial legislation to the whole of British 
India according to the local conditions and needs thereof. Mr. Das 
has relied for this meaning upon the decision of this I’ourt in the case 
of Mathura Mohan Saha versus Ram Kumar Salia. M e are unable 
to see anything in that decision which supports such a meaning. Op 
the other hand, in that case, the Oxford Dictionary meaning of 
Vegulate’ was referred to”. Now the Oxford Dictionary meaning is 
given: “to control, govern, direct by rules or regulations, to subject 
to guidance or restriction, to adopt to circumstan(‘e8 and surroundings.” 
(A voice: Is there no time-limit 

Mft SPEAKER: Since he is really op]K)sing the whole Bill 1 
would regulate it after he has finished. 


Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Then it goes, on to say “to con- 
trol by legislation, to subject to guidance, by creating a law are mean- 
ings which would be covered by this definition ; and we see 
no reason why such a meaning should not be given.” Sir, that is 
Am])le authority, if authority were ne^eded, for the proposition that this 
Bill which has la'en pioposed by Government to be enacted by this 
House will regulate the trading corporations, that this measure which 
has been proposed by the Government to be enacted into law will 
regulate trading corjxirations including banking, insurance and finan- 
-oial corporations. It may be contended that the word “regulation” 
does not include those actions which this Bill contemplates. Sir, if 
you refer to the Indian Coiujuinies Act you will find that regulation^ 
of companies even of money-lending transactions by Managing Agents 
to Companies and by Companies to Managing Agents in regard to the 
purchase of debentures issued by the sister companies money-lending 
transactions of that kind had found a place in the Indjan Companies 
Act. Sir, eitlier the Central Legislature had no power to enact the 
Indian Companies Act or this Provincial Legislature has no power to 
enact this Money-Lenders Bill in so- far as it affects grading corpora- 
tions. But, Sir, it cannot be contended that the Indian Companies Act 
has been ultra vires or would be ultra vires of the Central Legislature. 
Sir, if the Indiafi Comphnies Act is infra vires of the Centred Legis- 
lature, this House has no right to regulate trading corporations. If it 
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is intended, Sir, that the money-lending transactions of trading cor- 
porations should be brought within the purview of this House, the 
only course that seems to me to be open is for this House to request the 
Central Legislature to pass an enabling Act conferring the lights on 
this House to regulate transactions by the Central Legislature. But, 
Sir, whether any remedy is available to us or not, my contention is 
, that under the law, as it stands, this House has no right wlnitsoever in 
any way to regulate the transactions of trading corporations, within 
the meaning of item 83 of List I of Schedule VII of the Govern- 
ment of India Act. Sir, if you go further, you will find wliat im|) 08 - 
sible encroachments have been made upon the Central Legislative 
List by the members of the Select Committee. You will only have to 
refer to item 88 of List 1 of that Schedule which says clearly, “Bank- 
ing, that is to say the (*,onduct of banking business by corporations other 
than corporations owned or controlled by a Federated State and carry- 
ing on business only within that State.” 

Sir, can it be contended by any stretch of imagination that this 
is not conduct of banking business of corporations? I submit, Sir, 
that nobcxly in his senses can contend that this is not conduct of bank- 
ing business, and if it is, surely this House has no power to pass any 
legislation affecting banks whi(‘h are corporations. I would then 
refer you, Sir, to section 2f>9 (.’i) of the Government of India Act. 
Section 299 ( 3 ) says — “No Bill or amendment making provision for 
the transference to public ownership of any land” — and the relevant 
wards, Sir, now folfow — ‘‘or for the extingnishraenl or modification 
of rights therein” — tlqit is in land — “including rights or privileges in 
respecd of fand revenue, shall be introduced or moved in either 
chamber of the Federal Legislature without the previous sanction of 
the Governor-General in his discretion, or in a chamber of a l^ovincial 
Legislature without the previous sanction of the Governor in his 
discretion”. Sir, this Bill which has been put before this House 
clearly affects mortgages created over land. Jt clearly affects the 
rates of interest that have been agreed to bo paid under mortgages. 
It affects the right of recovery, it affects existing mortgages in so 
many different manners which he who runs through the Bill may 
understand, and the previous sanction of the Governor having not 

been obtained (The Ifon’ble Mr. If. S. Suhkawahdy : Having 

been obtained.) Mr. Suhraw-ardy interrupts me saying “it having 
been obtained”. I do not know, Sir, when it was obtained, but I am 
positive that when this Bill was originally introduced by the Govern- 
ment the previous sanction of the Governor had not been obtained. 
Let my learned friend Mr. Suhraw^ardy give us the <kile of the sanction 

which has been obtained from the Governor 

• 

Tht Hon'M* Mr. NALI Nl RANJAN $ARKER : It is not nocessai? 
to get the Govenior’s sanction at the time of intro(htction. 
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Mfe DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: It is necessary to get the 

Qcvemor’s sanction at the time of the introduction. The Instrument 
of Instructions cannot ;nodify the Government of India Act. The 
Instrument of Instructions themselves would be tdtra vires if they 
go in contravention of the Government of India Act, The Govern- 
ment of India Act expressly says that no Bill or amendment shall be 
introduced or modified without the previous sanction of the Governor 
in his discretion. Sir, when this point was raised before this House,, 
it was never (iontended that the sanction of the Governor has been 
obtained ; and to-day for the first time I am being told that the sanction 
of the Governor has been obtained. I submit, Sir, that the sanction 
has been obtained too late, if at all 

Tho Hon’hla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Forget, forget that. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN; Forget what, Mr. Chief 
Minister}^ Forget that the vsanction of the Governor has not been 
obtained y If the sanction had been obtained at any time after the 
original introduction of this Bill which affects mortgages, as it 
originally stocnl, I submit that the sanction has been obtained too 
late. I would then submit, Sir, that several provisions of this Bill 
go in contravention of the (hvil I^’ocedure (/ode, the Contract Act, etc. 
(A VOICE FROM THE (\wGREss Bench : They can make it already.) 
But they have to make it already before it becomes valid. I would 
refer you, Sir, to section 107 (7), viz., if any provision of a provincial 
law is repugnant to any provision of a Federal Law or to any provi- 
sion of any existing Indian Law^with respect to one of the matters 
enumerated in the (hmcurrent Legislative Inst, then, subject to the 
provisions of this section, the Federal Law, whether passed before or 
after the I^ovincial Law, or, as the case may be, the existing Indian 
Law, shall prevail and the Provincial I^aw shall, to the extent of the 
repugnancy, he void. It will be said, Sir, that a subsequent assent 
of the Governor-General will cure the defect. But what I am point- 
ing out at tliis stage is that unless they obtain the sanction of the 
Governor-General later on, that portion of the law will not^ be valid. 

Sir, I would not take up more of your time, but I would request 
you to give us your ruling as to whether the Select Committee have 
not in many aspects exceeded their <^)ow era ; and secondly, Sir, whether 
the provisions of Ibe Bill in regard to the points that I have put 
forward before you are not ultra vires of the Provincial Legislature. 

Sir, before I sit down, I have only one more remark to make. Let 
Government seriously consider before they go on with this measure 
as to whether they will be doing any real good to the province ‘by get- 
ting this law enac'ted. I liope it is not their intention to all 

the channels of 'credit. They will not thereby be rendering good 
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either to the ajfrioulturists or to the traders or industnalieti!i that are 
at present carrying on their business or may hereafter intend to carry 
on their business. Let the Government seriously consider that the 
miserj^ of unemployment in this province is very big and without the 
development of trade and industries the problem of unemployment 
•cannot be solved. And trade and industries cannot come into existence 
and (;annot certainly flourish unless credit is made cht^p, loans are 
made easily recoverable, and the channels of (‘redit are allowed to flow 
smoothly and with as much rapidity as possible. Everywhere in the 
world, Sir, countries are clamouring for more and more credit to 
develop themselves, but here we are choking every channel of credit we 
have had, choking every channel of credit we may possibly have 
in future, simply by giving our attention to rendering some temporary 
relief in regard to debts which are existing at the present moment. 
Let our vision be not blurred. Let us bear in mind the ultimate 
good of the province and devise a measure which, while giving relief 
to the borrowers to a reasonable extent, will not choke all the credit 
that is needed for the purpose of carrying on the business of the 
province. . 

Sir, in the beginning of my speech I have said that a useful horse 
has been converged into a ferocious tiger. Let us kill a ferocious tiger 
that comes in our way, but let us not be killed by the tiger. Let us 
remember that it is sport when man kills a tiger, but it is fenadiy 
when a tiger kills & man. 

« 

« 

Mban Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in dis- 
•cussing the merits of the proposed amendments of the Bengal Money- 
. lenders Bill one cannot forget the series of correspondences that 
llppeared in a section of the newspapers for the last few weeks. 

The main arguments in the Press — and here advanced — against 
the proposed amendment may be broadly summarised, firstly, killing 
of rural credit, and, secondly, that the Bill encroaches on some pn)- 
visions of the Governinenl of India Act. and exjiropriat ion of other’s 
nglit. * 

It mus^t be remembered, Sir, that the tyranny of the Bengal 
money-lenders, though it dates from about the time of the Permanent 
Settlement, wlfich crippled the resources of the agriculturists, was 
officially recognized as far back as in 1918, when the T^surious loans 
Act was placed on the statute-book. • 

• Tl^at was a time when the interest of the agriculturists was looked 
after by people who, with ver>- few honourable exceptions, were not 
closely acquainted with the conditions of the poor ^peasantry and con- 
eeqnentlv liad no genuine sympathy for them. 
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Tlie Act, I mean the Act of 1918, ought to have included in itself 
all the provisions that are now proposed to be made, because the 
economic conditions of the agrifoilturists justified such measures about 
two decades back. 

It is a pity that nobody realized the hastening decay o^ tjie masses 
due to the exploitation of the money-lenders — both individual and 
corporate. 

The sad plight of the dumb millions arrested the attention of 
public men again in 1933, when the Bengal Money-lenders Act was 
passed into law. 

In this connexion, I cannot resist saying that your name, Mr. 
Speaker, will go down to posterity as one of the greatest benefactors of 
the suffering masses who have been fleeced and bled white by syste- 
matic and uninterrupted inhuman campaign of usury against the 
illiterate and unsophisticated peasants for initiating the bold measure 
in 1933, so needed for the economic uplift of fhe country. 

It is still fresh in our memory, Sir, that most of the beneficial 
provisions incorporated in the original Bill had to be given the go-by 
in the intermediate stage and during the passing of the Bill in the 
last Council. 

The same section of the people’s representative, as they call it, 
that stood in the way of the much-needed provisions at that time, ie 
playing the old game this time too. 

If tile sponsor of (he Act c»mld hgJit ou( against odds in order to 
gain every inch of ground, I do not, see any reason why we, the repre- 
sentatives of rural Bengal, more juecisely of the peasantiy, who are 
in for a better position in (he legislature than before in the matte’’ ‘ 
of numerical s( length should not be able to carn^ the measure, which 
we all sincerely believe to he in the hes( interest of the people, to a 
successful victoiy. 

We have heard much. Sir, of the killing of rural credit. 

It is said, as it was said before, and, I believe, will be Wd for 
times to come by the same section of the jieople who profess to be 
the sole leader of the country and the lepresentatives of the people, 
but, in fact, in thought, and in action, they represent the capitalists 
and the landlords. 

Sir, I do not understand what i-ural credit really means. 

Had the Bengal agriculturist ever had any credit at all? I say an 
emphatic “No”, and, therefore, they are not Roinp to lose anything. 

It was the excessive rate of interest as well as compound interest 
with monthly rest.' and the thirst for the fertile lands in possession 
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of the agrriculturists that were respoueible for making the agricul- 
iunsts attractive to the Shy locks of Bengal, who posed to be sympa- 
thisers and benefactors of their neigblwurs, patted them on the back^ 
and allured them into the spider’s net. 

If the agriculturists had any credit, they ought to have got money 
from their ricli and well-to-do neighbours and countrymen at a fair 
• rate of interest. 

The so-called credit has ruined them altogether, has sent a large 
number to the jungles of Assam and has turned many a place into 
deserted village. 

On the contrary, the so-called credit of the agriculturists has 
increased the wealth of the in/ihajans by leaps and lM)unds, so much 
80 that like Aladin’s lamp, palaces have l>een built overnighf where 
humble huts existed. v 

It is a patent fact that there is no business so lucrative and sure 
as that of money-lending. I, therefore, repeat that the agriculturists 
had no credit at all in the true sense of the term. 

If it can be called credit at all, it wm the credit of the money- 
lenders, who credited a, huge amount to their account for a small 
advance within a very short space of time. 

The individual money-lenders and the so-called (corporate 
mahajaris^ viz., the loan companies, advanced money unscrupulously, 
actuated by greed alone and without considering the repaying capa- 
city of the debtors. * 

They had no mind*, and no need, and no intention to help or save 
one when in distress, but like an unscrupulous physician administered 
slow poison, taking advantage of ►heir distress and reliance on their 
wealthier neighbours. 

• Can anybody imagine the amount of the unearned increment that 
has come to the pockets of the money-lenders and loan ottir^esP 

Can anybody with a patriotic feeling and sense of national pros- 
perity justify such a huge profit that went to the coffers of the money- 
lenders P 

• p 

Was it or was it not in the best interests of the people P 

Sir, the provisions of the Goveminent of India Act have b<M;n 
dragged in inbj this discussion aijd members have pleaded that they 
constitute a wea*pon against the proposed amendments. 

T know, Sir, that objections on ter^hnical grounds — teclinical law — 
are always resorted, to when the facts do not support a case, but to me 
whcK h^s a mind to do substantial justice facts are more appealing. 

We have seen that the facts already stated more than justify an 
amendment of the Money-lenders Act in the way •proposed. 
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matter of great importance that we have decided ^o oppose this Bill. 
I would ask the House to regard this as pointing to a moral, though 
I despair of ever persuading the Hoiise to regard us us adorning a tale. 

We have a number of notes of dissent; nearly every man who 
sat on the Select Committee has dissented from what he pul his 
^signature to. I think that is a matter ot great importance. The 
amendments are far too numerous for us to grasp without long study. 
This group and many others have thought that tlie Bill ought to go 
back to the Select Committee for reconsideration 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Again? 

Mr, W. C. W0RD8W0RTH; That there are so many amendment a 
to this effect is admirable, in my opinion. What was needed to make 
it perfect was a similar amemlinent signed by dt), 40 or bt) members 
of the groups who support (loveinment. Peihaps they will repaii 
that omission and make good the d(*fe(‘l when we come to a division. 
The one thing that no one either in the Select Committee or outside 
seems to have (juarrelled with is the title, and yet the title of the 
Bill is contrary to oiii practice, and contrary to legislative practice, 
l^et me illustiate liy (omparison : We hav<‘ a Bengal Children Act in 
this jirovince, Imt when the Act (Jime into operation, tin* cliildreii did 
not go out of existence. Children and Act can and do co-exisl. Hut 
w'h,en this Hill come| into opmatiori, money-lenders will go nut of 
existence. What I wish to emphasise, the point T wished to make 
throughout, is this: that the Hill, if it had its jiroper title would not 
he the Money-Iienders Bill, noi- the Abolition of Money-lA'iiders’ Hill 
hut a Hill for the abolition of credif and tlier(‘fore of lorrowers. And 
that is the point of view from which we sliould regard it. Mr. 
HtPUitan has considered the matter from otn* point of view' ; many of 
us prefer to consider it from another point of view. Some members 
of the Select Committee have been (piite consistent. We ran gatln*?’ 
from their Notes of Dissent that money-lenders and lending and 
borrowing are not at all nece.Hsarv, that Hengal can get on without 
them and the sooner we sw'pep all these out of our economic life, the 
better for the province, the h<*tter for the health and soul of every 
man in it. That is a point of view that we cannot accept. For the 
ohviou.s fact is that people do borrow and people will borrow, that we 
have had within ,fhe last fortnight* or three weeks complaints in this 
House that the pofir people cannot borrow^, that credit is drying up 
and that the tnoney-lenders arc not coming forwarrj becauae of this* 
Act and that. The^ trouble is that many in this Houae apd outside 
think that lending and borrowing are two separate activities. They 
have not been brought up to see that they are only two aspects of the 
one activity, that if you have borrowers, you must have lenders: if 
you have lenders, you must have borrowers. I know it is difficult. I 
20 
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remember once readftig in a newspaper aitic le that c hildren are so com- 
petent in this world and paivnls so unnecessary that we should 
abolish parents and hand the world over 1o the children. And some- 
body, who was a retired member, I tliink, of one of the Imperial 
Services, wrote to say that he had never seen so ridiculous a tiling in 
his life. If they did away with i»areni-> there could be no children! 
We mij]fht apply that point of view to our economic life. 

Lending and borrowing are activity, and noe of us can say tha\ 
this activity is not necessary tor the maintenance of the economic life 
of Itengal. We have a province consisting mainly of peasants. They 
labour during harvest timci and betwcMUi harvests they have a long 
time when men, woimm and childr(‘n have to be ft^d, s(‘eds to be 
bought, and rent to be* j»aid. The ])easant has no saving^ out ot which 
he can do these himself. How them aie the peasant and his wife to 
live if there is no source from which he ('an get the te!np(oary hel]» 
that In* wants? Wc* have been told that ciedit is drying up. 1, as a 
humbh* woi‘k(‘r in the field ol co-oj>erative credit, haw on occasion 
put m,\ view's b(‘fore urn, I have ])nt my view’> Ix'foM' t iovei ii ment . 
and 1 may say that r(‘c(‘ntl\ the ])in*ctois (d the llengal ’( H>-()j)(oative 
Bank formally put in a it‘])resentation to (io\einmeii{ that this Bill, 
if it g(a\s through and Ix'comes an Act in the terms as lliey stand 
before us, will give a death-blow to (o-ojx'rative cii'dit in Bengal 
Let us think of lenders and borrowers as imu('l_\ the con\(‘\ and concave 
of a curve. Noni* of us is '^o pooi a mat lieniat iciini a^ lo imagiiit' that 
he can modify or obliti'rate tin* convex ol a curv- and h'ave the concave 
unahected. Vet that is w’hat we think we (an d(> in oui economic 
activity. A great (h‘al ot arguim'Mt can sonitdimes be ^ummed up in 
u short parable. 1, thert'ioie, make Ixdd to till lln* lli-u^e (tt a \t*is 
little story about a man who injured ins faia^ and (‘oiild n(»t get, it 
healed. Sonn* w'ceks later, a drug-manuiaet uring comj)an\ l.tard that 
he had been using one of its preparations and wrote to him tor a 
teRtinionial. lie S(*nt one. It .said: - 


“Dear Sirs, 

1 rec(*ntly damaged m\ face badlx and tlie flt'sli got* poisoned. 
No medical treatment was of an\ avail. 1 could tind nothing that 
would have auy effect. Soineoue told me of your skin-healing prepa- 
ration. I have used it for three wn^eks. 1 have used only tw'o bottles 
and the result has been remarkable. The injury is still there. But 
•ihe face himself has entirely disappeared. (Laughter.) , 

This Bill wdll entirely obliterate some things that we want to keep, 
some things without wdiieh we cannot live; and the greatest of these 
is credit. The peasant must have his credit. Let us put on one side, 
as often as w^e can, the ugly wmrd “money-lender" with all the impli- 
cations that have growm round it. Let us think of the peasant and 
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the cjedit he wants. He naturally desires to kiep liimselt alive and 
to keep his wife and ehildren alive between harvests. What 1 am 
saying is, I am sure, not the view of this Gnuip alone. Study tlu' 
Notes of Dissent, a note from almost every member, and in a footnote 
it is implied that Government is expeeting Notes of Dissent from the 
three members who liavt‘ not yet signed. Thert* is besidt's an important 
note from the representatives of banks who discussiHi and examined 
this measure for the Chambers of Commerce 1 uonhi ask you again 
to remember what has been said in this House and outside by men who 
know about the position into which eo-opeiativ(‘ i-rtnlit has het‘n 
manoeuvred by various measures that wt‘ and others liave been iltMling 
with. 

Lastly, let me ask you to think a little along first j)rineipl(‘s. A 
man who uses another's money, or land, or house, oi’ curt, or boat 
expects and is expected to ])ay rent for tlie privilege. Again, (lie 
peasant. 1 re])eat, miiNt livt* ht*t\\t‘en hinse^is :ni(l someone nin^i 
help him to li\e. We know the lanlts ot nione_\ -leiidm s, hiii ii 
is not inM'cs^.n \ to assume that thev are all sharks, tyrants, gi’imleis 
ol the taee* ol ihe pool)", K\er> country has its litm'ature about them 
hver\ eountr\ lia> its memori<‘s and its j(‘sts about them. Ma\ I 
mention how lit hiigiaiiil the> ediKMtt'd the people into a projiei detenee 
against tloMii )" TIhtc was a well-known humouiisl who had a song, and 
he sang it hetore tlie King and the (iu(‘en to show how the poui live 
hi the song he tells* liow he went to borrow from a money-leiidm 

Id build a laige hou,‘J4* Idle monev-hmder put £K)() on the tahh* and 
made him sign a receipt toi i'lOO. When he <‘(tmmene(‘d to pudv u[» 
the mone\ , the nione>-hmdei siyd "Wail .i miiiuti ." Tlum the 
mone\-lendei first of all picked up i)arl (d' I lit* immeN and said "that 
th(‘ first \eai's rejia.Miient (d the capital’' Then he picked up mole 
mone\ and said "that is the first yeai's iepa\ merit of iniei'est". Then 
he [licked up some more mone\ and said "that is the guarantee for I he 
payiiient (>i flu* si*coiid > ear’s inleiest". Then some more and said 
"that is the first year’s charge for .\oui .s(*curity bond". Thus he 
picked uj) sum after sum and finally, sa\s tliri song, "1 took my two 
pound tAi and went away to build my little House." I suggest that 
that sore of thing is a better drdence against any iniijuity on the part 
of the money-lender than many of the rigorous clauses which we liave 
here. If our Minister, who is a ffreat hninourist, can construct a few 
songs for use in country distrirds and get them sung at festivals, 1 
think the people at large will be better defended ajjainst the wil^s aH 

evils of the monev-lenders than 1)\ fhis Hill as it is. 

’ • 

Fifcallv, may I say one thing? The study of econornic 
history shows in every country that you must be very careful 
in your legislation against money-lending e\^ls because every 

20A 
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time you try to check the money-lender, if you- are careless, you may 
make things worse. Even laws which reduce the rate of interest have 
generally the effect of tending to raise the rate of interest, because 
everyone is a further handicap on the money-lender and the money- 
lender expects the public at large to compensate him for every addi- 
tional handicap. 

1 would refer only to one other matter. I do not know why the 
Select Committee has dealt with compound interest and the principle 
of daiiidupat in the way it has, nor has my friend Mr. Morgan been 
able to enlighten me. It is a difficult matter, this compound 
interest. T remember in my study of these things some years ago, 1 
(jame across in the legislation of another province either in a clause 
of an act or in some comment on it, the statement that all interest 
that is difficult to calculate shall be deemed to be compound interest. 
Compound interest is difficult and 1 have been wondering (my past 
experience always comes thrusting into my mind) whether some mem- 
bers of the Select Committee eliminated it from considc^ration because 
they have small boys who are worried about it in their aiithmati(*. at 
school and have commanded their fathers to do sometliing about it 

My last word is that money-lending is a business, a business that 
itself tends to become an unfair business, so it is right that a legisla- 
ture and a Government and everybody in authority should use its 
power, its ability, its vigilance to see that what we may call a natural 
tendency to unfairness is not allowed to develop. For the rest, we 
cannot do without lending. A village cannot doVithout some sources 
where it can get credit in great need, and those sourc(‘s in our villages 
are co-operative credit societies, which dejx'nd upon the local ])eoph* 
for their capital, and money-lenders (call them what you will) We 
should remember that the villager in India has kept himself goin«; 
for century after century by using the money-lender at his nee«l and 
making him an instrument of his own welfare. That is what we want 
to do with this legislation. If we <*an imi>rove this Rill for thi^ 
purpose, I am sure that Government will have the full support of 
everyone in the House in that attempt. As the Bill has come to i^s 
from the Select Committee there are many in this House who feel 
that it will be disastrous, disastrous especially to those whom we are 
anxious to help. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I rise with 
diffidAce after the interesting speech of the member who spoke before 
me. His eloquence combined with humour made' the speech more 
effective and appealing to the House in spite of his weak case. In the 
matter of humour the Hon’ble charge of the Bill was not 

lacking. He put forward his motion in his own humorous way. A 
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voice: Why uot put forward your humour also.) (1 am only a matter- 
of-fact man.) 1 find that one member who opposed the motion began 
by saying that it is ultra vires of this House to initiate a legislation 
like this, I liave heard with great attention and patience the reasons 
wdiich have been adduced in support of his proposition, but T am sorry 
• 1 am not convinced by those arguments that it is ultra vires of this 
legislature to legislate on this matter. The only thing that can be 
said and has been put forward in the dissentient notes is tliat some of 
the items come under the Federal list and not the provincial; to that 
extent the Bill might be vsaid to be ultra vires. We have looked to it. 
The Bill is operative only with regard to certain items and the provin- 
cial legislature has got ami)le power just to pres<Tibe a specific method 
by which the A(‘t has to operate. T do not think that anything in the 
Government of India Act prevents the provincial legislature from 
giving effect to these nc(‘essary provisions to meet the needs of the 
situation. It is admitterl on all hands, even by the money-lenders 
themselves, that the Bengal agriculturists are greatly indebted. You 
must tak(‘^ early steps to relieve the debtors: otherwise it is no use 
having a maebim* to sijck blood if there is no blood. If the money- 
lenders feel that they cannot get back their money, they would 
willingly forego some amount of interests. 1 had been to Burma 
once and found there a set money-lenders who do not care for their 
principal The> do not take two meals a day befor(‘ they can invest 
a lakh ot rupees and gel interest from that. I have seen some of them 
have got .to sacrifi(.^• their principal in their giaed for interest 
We are in this unfortunate position tliat our agriculturists — and 
middle-(dass too — are indebted and indebted to an (*\tent that it will 
be ver\ difficult for any Government to tai^kle Hie problem satisfac- 
^irilv \^iih onl> Didii Conciliation Boards. If I had the power 1 
w'ould have asked the Bengal Government not to introduce a Debt 
Conciliation measure but to introduce a Debt Cancellation measure. 
Tbe one panacea for all ills — unemployment, indebtedness, helpless- 
npf.;, (.ff. — is tbe abolition of interest. I do not know who was 
rysjionsible for the introduction of the system of “interest’' but unless 
interest which is very bad in itself is abolished no great improvement 
'll the condition of the people is possible. Interest is a great evil and 
it is a source of temptation to the capitalist to get rich at the expense 
of the borrowe/s. In my humbfe opinion interest is the root of all 
evils and economic and political diseases. Now we are trying to reduce 
interest through Co-operative Societies. What is /he object of a Ov 
operative Society?, It is to advance loan at the lowest rate of interest 
poBsiye. So the ideal Bank would be one, which can lend money 
without interest. That should be the aim and ideal of Co-operative 
Societies. If that is done, any nation can easily eradicate poverty 
and indebtedness from its midst.* After all we are copying the western 
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models. The very framers of this BiH say ‘that they are merely 
following th«^ methods and ideals which have proved beneficial in 
England and other countries in the West.' As a matter of fact the 
whole world is suffering from tin’s interest incubus. If the Bengal 
Government were to introduce a measure whicli would not only relieve 
the debtors of theii dt'bts but also cure the money-lenders of their 
avarice, by abolishing interest then 1 tor myself would welcome it 
most. 

As regaids the point made by one of the speukcis ubout tlie Bill 
being nllni rires of the Provincial Legislature and infra vires of the 
(Vntral Ijegislature, my submission is that, if the Money-lenders Act 
whicli was passed by the old Bengal Legislativf' Gonncil was not consi- 
dered to be ultra vires, this cannot he held so. and I fh>n’t think that 
there is ariA provision in the Bill before the House exr'ept the stopping 
of interest which was not in the old Act I'heie is nothing in the 
present Bill to militate against the exercise of their legitimate power 
In tlo’ Bengal Government undci the (lovernment of India Aet. 

I eongrat n lat(‘ the hononrahle inenilicT ho ha" imt spoken on the 
tith' which he wants to give to this Bill He savs that it is not a 
Mone,\ -lender^ Bill hut a Mon(‘\ -choking Bill, a Bill foi abolishing 
borrowi'rs and cri'dit. I would have* l)(*en v(‘r\ glad if the Government 
of Bengal had introduced such a measure and the {leople of Bengal 
would ha\c ltd! innnenscls g]-at(‘ful if tludi pool [)eo])lc could hav'* 
beiMi savtal from the immey-lend(*i> lenijitation '^Phe real fact, is that 
tlo'ri' are a .nd of ukuk'x - lenders who always induce people to borrow 
nione> from them, because* th(*re is the temptation of interest. If you 
])ul, 100 s(d\cnl persons and one monc\-lendci in a particular place 
\ou nill find that thosi* 100 pcisoiis in spiO* of Iheir solvent (‘ondition 
will he l)(‘guiled into hi" trap. I would congratulate ihc Bengal 
Government if the\ could allogcihc? ehtdish money-h'ndiiig on intere.st. 
There should be ncuu* in Bengal f(uc(‘d to borrow mon(*y from anybody 
h\ cir(‘um8tanct‘s. Tht're is not tlu' least (h)uht that the w^hole difficulty 
has arisen on account of tlu* evil (d int(‘n‘st. Sir, T think that this 

Bill does not give full relief to the needy people. It has orly gone 

half-way. 

Sir, one point has been raised on the ground of iniquity to the 
decree-holders. It is .said that th(-re should be no prohibition of 
iiiterest on decretal amount. Thcie are cases where award of interest 
after the decree operates haishly on debtors. In the case of disputes 
filed by (\i-operative Banks against debtors, interest is allowed to run 
by the award but I have found by experience that it unnecessarily 
swells the debt which caniml he easily recovered. Therefore I don’t 

think that there is any equity in the contention for running of intere.st 

after the decree. Of course it w’ould be much better if there is nq 
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interest but once you permit interest to jyo on it looks iniquitous that 
alter the decree there should be no interest. Interest might be 
reduced. 

1 find that in the Ki'jMnt oi‘ the Select (\)in!nittee tluit objection 
ha.s been raised to the application of tin* Bill to Hanks, (h)-operative 
Societies, and ))i‘onii>siii \ iH>tt's h\ the lMiH»]>t‘an (rroup. 'rhe regula- 
tion ot the nioni'v-h'ndino bu^intvss ami rate of interest is certainly 
within the powci of tlii^; leuaslature. If ])ronii‘<sorv notes and interest 
are excluded, the \\ holt' ttbjt't't of this Ifill will be frustrated. 

As rt'gards tlit' l(‘j.;al ])oint raised by Mr. Khaitan I think the main 
r t“'pon''i'hil it \ talK on tlo' llon’ble Nawab MushaiiiilT Ht)ssain, who 

uill havt' to show wht'tht'r thi^* Bill is nlfni rins of this lit'gislature 
or not With these fou wtutK 1 cttniniend the Hill to the Hccppiafit'e 
t'f the Htuise, or its considei ation claust' by claust*. 

MTi ABDUL KARIM ! Mi Spt‘akt*i, Sn, 1 aoroc that the same set 
of measurt's should not it'oiilatc tin* <lilb‘ient elassfv of credit transac- 
tions such as aoncnit uial, indnstfial anti coinno'rcial . We can just 

rno\ bt'ttci confint' oul^c^c•^ niainlv to tlo* ptoldenis of inral indt'bted- 
ness As K'gards 'ndustii.il and conimernal cicdit t raiisjict ions, we 
may for tin* pn'scnt keep them outside the operation ol tht' pri'sent Hill 
so tar as il docs not alu-et the loans advaneed to boiioweis who art* tigti- 
cultuiists 1)\ occupation I a<linit. Sii, th.it any mcasuie we undertake 

to eonsi<ler on the floor of this House .should be taken uji cautiously so 

that it may* not put afi\ undue restrit t loiis on the pi o^ii'ssi vi' develop- 
ments of industrial oi < 4 anisalions of the province on whom ]»racticallv 
de[)cnds the future jiiosjieijy of tlu^ pi'ojile of Hen^al for which wu‘ are 
.looking forward. 

Sir. at th(‘ same time it cannot aLo be denied that the present 
fiovert.v of the pi'ofde is dm' largely to indebtedness, the reverse of 
wliieli also is equall.s trm'. In tbi' Bengal Provincial Hanking 

Enquiry Conimittei' estimated the total .igrienltnial debt at 100 erort's 
and the average debt jm'i ar:i ienitiu ist family at Hs. IbO. The amount 
has now »gone iiji. Aeecoding to tin* lejioit of tlie Reserve Hank of 
India, it went up to ISO enuev m PPt:;. Tbi* existence* of iliis enisbing 
debt has been universallv .leknow ledged to be one of the main causes 
of the present state of atfaiis As Wolif, in his “(k>-operation in 
India”, put it ‘^The eouniry is in the grip of the Mdltajaii, ft is the 
bonds of debt that shae kle agriculture.” 

* Sir, the jiresence of this liuge \<dume of indehTedm'Sfl, w’hicb has 
lieen for the most part unproductive, (*oiist itutes om* fif tlie most serious 
probleftiB of agricultural economy in our country. In the eireum* 
stances, Sir, a Hill of the type we liavi* before* us to-elay has been long 
overdue. » • 
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Sir, after all what has this Bill provided ipr? It has mainly pro- 
vided for registration and licensing of money-lenders, regulation of ac- 
counts, limitation of exorbitant rates of interest and powers of courts 
for recovery of debts. 

Legislation regarding licensing and control of money-lenders has 
been taken in other ^*oUIltrie^ also to legulate the business of money- 
lending in order to avoid the abuse of poweis of the money-lenders which 
they have over their borrowers. 3’he imperfect civil law on the subject 
and its administration have also been responsible to a ccitain e.\lent lor 
the i)re8eiit state of affairs. It has also been obserxed l)\ simic 
authorities on Indian Economics that owing to exces^iM' pressure of 
work, the judges of the civil courts follow'ed the line of least resistance 
and favoured a rigid and literal application of the la\N without attempt- 
ing to go behind the Iwnd and that sale of the mortgaged land for the 
satisfaction of a debt under a civil decree became an ordinary expedient 
instead of the exceptional resort that it had been in the pre-British 
period. 

tn the circumstances. Sir, can it be denied that a legislative measure 
like the present Bill has been imperative in the present stat^ of affairs? 

Regarding rural credit of which much has been said on the floor of 
this House I feed, Sir, that there is need for rural credit for improve- 
ment of agriculture. But, Sir, 1 submit that no legislation by itself 
<*aii either disturb or create rural iUedit. 'Phis is a j>iobleiii that requires 
careful and thorough examination of the nui’Kjus c'rcumstaiices relating 
to it. The horrow^ers must learn to invest their borrowed loan for pro- 
ductive purposes, and the relationshij) la-tween the borrower and tlie 
debt(»r must be cordial and humane, hefon* can expect to have rural 
credit in the juoper simse of the term. Tiie lender must not look for 
the expropriation of the borniuers l;ind(‘d property. He should see 
that money is used for productive f)nrpose8 and he gets a share of tlie 
profit out of that production. I do ruH think that the present Bill is 
likely to interfere or disturb tlie existing state of affairs so far as rural 
credit is concerned. 

My friends may be alarmed that I his legislation will affect the Joint- 
Stock Companies like the loan companies which exist in such lai*go 
numbers in mofussil areas. These loan companies are by no means 
banks in the true sense of tlie term. They are only corporate bodies 
of individual money-lenders who ])ool their resources together to exploit 
the ignorant and illiterate ma.sses. What the private money-lender does 
individually, these companies do collectively. Far from helping national 
developments in any direction, their only business is to exploit money 

from one particular class to satisfy the greed of another class 

(Cries of "‘Hear, hear” from tlie Coalition Benches) If by this 

legislation we can remove tliese eruptions of an unhealthy, economic 
disease, we shall eswn the gratitude of every one in the long run. 
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With these words, Bir, 1 support the motion for the consideration of 
the Bill. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Sjieaker, Sir, a nioinher of the Select 
Committee, 1 owe it to luxseli as well as to many my friends who 
were . serving on that (\»mmittee Irom tla> to day and were devoting 
• their energies 1o examining the clauses ot the Hill. I ha I 1 .should say a 
few words in support of the rejaut ot the Stdeel C(mimittt‘e. 1 must 
first of all congratulate my friend, Mr. Khaitan, who, as an able 
Advocate, has put the ease ot hns clients of Hurra Hazar and of Clive 
Street before us all; and I must also congratulate Mr. Wordsworth of 
Chowringhee who, to safeguanl the interests of his fellow brethren, luis 
also tried his best to oppose the Hill in the form in which it has b(»en 
presented. Sir. in r)pf)osing the <‘onsideration ot thi.s Hill, Mi. Khaitan 
has challenged the Government as to whether it was within the power 
of the Government to bring a Hill of this nature, or whethei it was 
within the comyietencN of tlu' Seh*ct Committee to (diaiige the eharaeter 
of the Bill from what it was fiefore Ma\ I tell tun friimd, Mr. Khaitan, 
and his eojnpan\ that the origin of this Hill was the result the 
introduction of a Hill id^his nature b\ my friend, Mr. Ahmad llossain, 
and Mr. Kajihmldin Tarafdar. It is well-known to me (hat when the 
Rill w’as being dis( u.s^ed at I)arje(‘]iiig. it was he and many others who 
wanted to lia\e a ((Uiipreliensi ve Hill a Hill whieh might (‘inbraiie not 
only the agricull iir^^l.s in the* .Motussil but also might apply to the 
people of (hileutta 

• * 
Mr. DEBI PROSAO KHAITAN: Gn a jioint ot personal e.xplanation, 
Sir I must deny the aceuraeN of fliis statement. I never said that it 
. would be extended to C aleiitta. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI : It was then, Sir, that Government asked 
the sponsors of those Hills to withdraw them so (hat Government might 
bring in a Bill wliich might lie more <•omprehensive and might apply 
to the whole province of Bengal. A.^ a lesull of I hat, Ihis Hill was 
brought 'before the House. It is ipiiti* well Kmiw n that the borrowers, 
particularly the borrowers of the mofussil, were In-ingr oppressed for a 
verx^ long time for the exacting and the excessive rates of intor(‘St that 
were being charged by the mon^y-leiiders and the eaiiitalists of the 
country. Government being alive to tliis fact tried to bring in a legisla- 
tion so far back as in 1899, when in the Contract Act they gave certain 
powers to the civil courts to use their discretion in (lie matter of allow- 
ing of interest up* to a certain percentag-e. Hut the eivil courts used 
that discretion not so nnicb in favour of the borrowers, but in favour of 
the capitalists. That measure did not j»rove to be of much utility to 
the people for w'hom it was meant. Then in the year 1880 the TTsurious 
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Jjoans Act was broug“lit into existence by the Goternraent because 
(lovernnrjerit felt that it was their imperative duty to protect those 
l)(‘ 0 })le wlio were hard hit by the money-lenders. Even that Insurious 
Loans Act ui‘ 1880 did not effect a chanf^-e in the mentality of the 
capitalists and money-lenders nor did it empower the courts to such an 
(‘xf(*nf as to ^'•ive eifect to the intentions of the (lovernment. Then, Sir, 
it is well knowui that the Banking' Emjuiry Lommitt(‘e was apjminted 
in order to go into these tiuestions and also to suggest ways and means 
by W'hich the rate of interest ami the lot of the tenantry, the borrowers 
<jf Bengal, might be improved. 

I ]‘('member one case in the re])ort of tli(‘ Banking Emjuiry (\)m- 
mittee. That case was refern‘d to i?» the judgment of a District Judge, 
which was plar’ed before tliat (‘ommittee, and it wiis found that interest 
of a sum of Its 4,fKl0 was charg(‘d and realised b\ th(’ money-lender 
capitalist on a principal of Its dOO only Thi*^ sliows the state of 
afFaiis prevailing at the time. The present (Tovernment in it'^ anxiety 
to give relief to the poor pf‘o]d(‘ lias luoiurlit this HOI m order to put an 
effective check on usnr\ and alsr* on extortionate t r.ansactions If is for 
this reason that th(' Seh'ct Committee in its delilierations took into 
considerat ion all the clauses (d the Hill am] tried to make it as liberal 
as possihh', 

Th(* arguments that have been ad\an(‘cd to-day by my friend 
Mr. Khaitan wen* also advanced hefor(‘ the Select (hiuimittee, hut the 
Seh‘ct ('ommitt(‘e in its wisdom <lid not think it tight and jiropor to 
acc(‘j»t those argummits of his, and the Hill lias (muik' out of tlu' S(de( t 
Committc'e in tlu' form in which we find it to-day. 

Mr. Wordsworth threw out a su-ggi'stion to th(‘ efTect that the Bill 
might he recommitt(‘d to the Sidcct Committm' foi recoiisidm'ut inn . 
Sir, the rejiort oi tlu* Select (^)mmittee i> tlnu'c; tin* minutt's of diss«*ft< 
are also then*. (1)h. N \ijnaksii \ Swv.al: Flow many!'') It may be 
man\, but lh(*y are there. Therefore, the question of recommittal does 
not come in at all. It is for the llousi* to consider the re])ort of the 
Select Committee as well as the miinites of dissent and arrive at wdiat- 
evei' decision it likes. 

»» 

It is no wonder. Sir, that e\t‘n to-day Mr Khaitan and his Grouj) 
and Mr. Wordsworth and the Grou]) that he is lejiu'scnling should 
W'aiit to peiqietuafi* the tyranny and desjiotism of the money-lenders by 
thus trying to shelve this Mone> -lenders Hill. (Crii's (4 “Hear, hear” 
from Congress benches.) I want only to warn them that the times have 
(‘hanged and that the days of democracy have come, and therefore the 
despotism of yore can never be exercised for any loAgt r period. 

Sir, T will examine .soim* of the statements that have beeir made 
by my friend Mr. Khaitan regarding the uJtni vires nature of this Bill. 
My friend has refetTed to some sections of the Government of India Act 
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and has tried to interpret them in a manner wliieh migrht suit his 
purpose. My friend ou^ht to rememher that he is an attorney and not a 
lawyer and thou^di he ha^ tried to inteijiret the seetiona in the way 
that suits liis ])ur]ioM- heNl 1 siihinit that I sliall tr\ to show that those 
sections ha\e ^'■ot no ap])lieahilit\ to the fact> of the present ease. 

(Jlause (/) of section 10(1 tit the (Toxernineiit ot India A<'t lays down 
that the Eedt'ial Leoi.slat uie ha^ j^ot an e.xcliisive rij^ht to lef^islate 
upon some matter> wliich ha\e heen tummeralt'd in list 1 of the seventh 
* schedule. In list 1 ot tin* seventh schetlule, oO itt'ins hav<‘ heen ennmi*- 
rated, but I can challenge my friend if he is sincere and honest that 
none of those items can cover tin* primople t»f th(‘ present Mont*y-lemlers 
Bill. (Dr. Nm.tnmksha Swv.ai.. 'rhe word “hont'st” is not 
parliamentary.) 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: May I rise on a point of order. 
Sir? Would my friend rare to explain how my sincerity and honesty 
come into question at all!' <Dr Nmtxak^u^ Sav> m . Sit. let us 
adjourn till to-raorrow’.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Befoii»' I Hece]«t the advice of Dr. Sanyal, viz., that 
we should adjourn till to-niorrf>w , I nia\ that to-morrow immedinteU 
after Mr. Bari fiinsli<‘s his speeeli I will ask meinlH'rs who have piven 
notices of recommittal or other motions to move tlndr motions, and there- 
after the debate will continue. 

• • 

Adjournment. 

The Rouse was then adjouirieil till 4-4o p.ni on Ihiesday, the 4ih of 
^\^il, 1939, at tin* Assembly House, (’aleiitta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Oalcutta, on Tuesday,, 
the 4th April, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azjzul Haque, c.t.k. ) 
in the ('tiair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 215 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Increase of crimes in RaiganJ police-station, Dinajpur. 

*316. Bahu 8YAMA PRASAD BARMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in ehar^-e of the Home (Police) Department aware that thefts 
and burglaries and similar crimes a^^^ainst propert,v\hav(‘ of late increased 
in |M)lice-slation ltaigan.j in the district of Dinajiiurr' 

(h) 11 so, does the Hon’ble Minister ]>ropose ascertaining the causes 
of increase of crimes? ^ 

(r) Ts the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that Baigan,i is on the border line of Bengal; 

(?/) that acts of crime are often repeated; and 

(///) that {>oliee strength at the thana is not adequate to meet the 
situation ? 

(d) If so, what steps are being taken to increase the strength of 
police force at Raiganj P 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) No. 

(h) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) (0 Yes. 

(it) I have no information. 

(Hi) No. 
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Mfa PROMATHA RANJAN THAKURs With to («), 

will the Hon ble Minister he pleased to^state if he made any enquiry K 

Tho Hon*ble Khwftja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Yes, and I can give you 

the figures if you like. 


The number of dacoits- 
In ms— 2. 

In 1937—1. 

In 193() — 5. 

In 1935—2. 

In 1934—1. 

I’he number t)l l)urglaiies— 

In 1938—2(1 
In 1937—27 
In l93(e-34 
In 1935—29. 

In 1934- 23 


The number of robberies— 

lu 1938— Nil. 

In 1937- Nil. 

In 1939 I 
In 1935- 1. 

|„ 1934—2. 

1 he number of tlietts- 
In 1938-19. 

In 1937—19. 

In 193G-22. 

In 1935—20. 

In 1934-17. 


Granting stipends to Solfeduled Castes students. 

*•^317. Babu MADHU SUDAN SARKAR: {a) N llu flon’ble 
Minister in ebarge of the Kdueation Dejiurlment aware — 

({) that the Scheduled (’a.stes an* backwanl in education; 
ill) that only a tew Scheduled Caste.s college students have been 
granted stijiends ranging from Its. 1 lo Its. 8 from the fund 
• of Ks, 5 lakhs sjiecially j)rovid<*d in (he last revised budget 
for the advancement of the e<]ucation of the Scheduled 
Castes ; 

(Hi) that no students reading ih high English, middle Engli.sh or 
primary schools get any help from the fund as yet; 

(iv) that suggestion and recommendation of the Committee siHicially 
appointed for the disbursement of the grant have not l>een 
• • accepted by the Government; and 

{v) that there is a saving of Rs. 3 lakhs a.s shown in the budget 
of 1939-40? 
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(h) What is the policy of the Govenimept regarding- spending of 
the amount? / 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making the 
grant of Rs. 5 lakhs a recurring one for the educatiqp of the Scheduled 
Castes? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) (i) and (r) Yes. * * > 

(ii) 258 Scheduled Castes college students were granted sti{:)ends 
ranging from Rs. 0 to Rs. 8 per month. The total amount spent for 
the purpose was Rs. 20,000. 

(Hi) Yes — as the Scheduled Castes Education Committee made no 
rec.ommeudation for the purj>ose. 

(iv) Some of the suggestions and recommendations of the Com- 
mittee have been accepted by (io\eininen1 ssitb certain modifications. 
Others are under consideration. 

(h) The [K)licy of distribution ot the balance of the grant will be 
decided by Government on recei])t ol further recommendations of the 
Scheduled Castes Education (Committee. 

(c) No. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; W ill the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to (c), the ri-asoViN tor not making the 
grant (»t Rs. 5 lakhs a recurring grant? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUe. HUQ: I gase my leusuns dunug 
the time of the budget discussion when dealing with this point. 

* •* 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to (c),* will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleaseil to enlighten us whether oiiginall> 
it was the express desire of tlie Go\ernment that tin* amount will be 
made a recurring grant for expenditure tor tin* education of scheduled 
castes? 

f *’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It was not a question 
of recurring grunt of Us. o lakhs. ^ We have made a beginning with 
Rs. 5 lakhs and as soon as cases are made out for more* money, Govern- 
ment will give the money and there will be no lack of sympathy on the 
part of the Government in meeting those cases. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^le Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for making a distinction between the 
amount allotted phr student under the grant for the scheduled castes, 
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namely, Rs. Of to Rs. 8 jand the amoui^t allotted for Muslim* students, 
e.g"., in the Medical Cotlege, Mhslim students who have not even 
applied for any sti^HMid are getting suhstantial amounts ranging up to 
Rs. 300 as a liim^ sum stipend 

Mr. SPEAKER: The latter portion of the <|iieKtion does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister lu* 
pleased t^ stale if he is aware that in tlu‘ Medical College, Muslim 
students who hav(‘ not evtui put in ajiplications for stipends have been 
given substantial stipends and, if so. wliat are the amounts^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is absolutely incorrect 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will (he llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to make an eiu[uirv? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I sa\ im stijumd.s were 
given \^itli«iit any application. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Witii reference to {a) (m). 
will tile llon'ble Minislcf be plca"«‘d to '•tale wliat wori' tlie Mig).iest ions 
and reconinicnilal ions ot lln^ Coininittee wliicli wen* not u( ccpteil b\ the 
(iovernnient and ll^e leasons wli\ ( lovernment did not acce]d those 
recoin men da t ions y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; 1 cannot go into details 
tjtf-hand * 

♦ Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: wc't N* 

Scheduled C'aste.s Education ( 'onnnittec^ csfC^* C*l 

modify Wl< modif\ SH'CY? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: accept. JRTT 

^ 1 • 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: mm mi 

natun^s^ 5T;;’Ut^v 

• * ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most impractica.’ sugges- 
tions 

f 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: 3<fR iRrt snrro Rsr S'TO'i 

Wo 'ifnRv 


Th. Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: w a*R 
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Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN piAKUR: With* refyence to (c), 
\vili the Hon’ble Minister he j^leasefl to Stafe if it is a fact that the 
answer has l>een given on the basis of. the^« statement which the 
Ilon’ble Minister made that if he was to make a recurring grant of 
Rs. i) lakhs for the sttheduled castes alone, he would have to demand 
It.'.. loO lakhs for the Muslims because they were »3() times more in 
Mimher 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. That statement was 
made only by way of an illustration. Sir, if you permit me, I want 
to make this point clear. I do not understand why there shohld be 
I his nei'vousiiess on th(‘ part of the scheduled ca.^les or so much anxiety 
(»n the part of their caste Hindu friends. What I said w'as this: “the 
scheduled castes students have now double advantages. They can 
avail themselves of the facilities (d in.structiotjs aifoi (led by the ordinary 
educational institutions and oviu and above that, th(*v have got this 
Us. b lakhs grant from which stiptuids are gneii and hostels are being 
erected. The facility of their taking ad\antage ot the ordinar\ 
educational institutions will not be taken away. On the other hand, 
as we go on and demands are made, more funds will lie supplied”. 1 
ho])e that will be a satisfactory sidution. As regards the Muslims, 
tlH‘y are taking advantage of the ordinary educational institutions. 
There is no lump grant for Muslim education which we liave given for 
sd^eduled castes education. 

* Mf, 8URENDRA NATH BISWA^S! Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleasi'd to stati* wbetiuu- OoveinnnMit have made it a rule that the\ 
will spend monev out of this grant of Rs. 5 lakhs only on the ieco%* 1 
luendation of the Committee or whether Government may take 
the initiative of spending some money according to the needs of the 
students ? 

Th0 Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government can ctrtainlj 
take the initiative. 


Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there are many students belonging 
to the scheduled castes community, who are too poor to defray the 
expenses for colleges? 


Th0 Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : If such a student makes 
an application, I am sure he will be given a stipend. 
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Mr. SUREIfORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to stale what ih the toty aidbunt of expenditure that has 
been up to date recommsiided . by the Committee out of these Rs. 5 
lakhs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 remember having 
• answered a question to that effect some time ago. I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble the Chief Minister kindly refresh his memory and 
let us know whether he himself declared in this Roust' tliat the amount 
of Rs. 5 lakhs will be a recurring grant? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I never said that. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us whether this amount was withht'ld bt'caiise some 
of the scheduled castes members withheld their votes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : We art' not so mean as 
that. 

Clerks in Dinajpur Colleotorate. 

. *318. Mauivi A1AFIZUDDIN CHOWDHURY: (a) Will tl^ 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to ^ 
state — 

(t) the present number of clerhe in the higher grade of the Dinaj- 

pur Collectorate; 

(u) the number of them who are (1) Hindus anil (li) Muslims; and 

(tit) whether the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules and other Govern- 
ment instructions are followed in the mutter of making 
appointment and maintaining Muslim iiercentage in the 
higher grade clerks of the Dinajpur (’ollec-torate? 

• (6) I^there any rule for the direct appointment of Muslim candidates 
in the higher grade for maintaining the percentage when suitable candi- 
dates from among the Muslim clerks in the lower grade are not 
available ? • 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
.Minister be pleased to state whether direct appointn\ent was ever mafle 
in the higher grade in the Dinajpur Collectorate to keep up the Muslim 
percentage P 

(d) *Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
number of Muslims in the higher grade of the Dinajpur Collectorate 
either by promotion or direct appointmente P 

21 
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MINISTER ill charge of the REVENUE D£PARTMEMT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (i) 14. 

(it) Hindus ... 12 

Muslims ... 1 

Vacant ... 1 

14 

(ill) Yes. 

(h) and (c) No. 

(d) Muslims of belter qualifications are now being recruited in the 
lower division and it is expected that when their turn comes the j>ercen- 
tagc will he increased by promotion. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to answer 
(d), will th(‘ lloiride Minister be pleased to state if it is not a fact 
that in case of fresh aiq)ointnient , the communal question is only 
taken into consich ration, but in case of ])romotion only merit is taken 
into considcrat i<m ? 


The Hoii’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes 

Mr. SPEAKER: He h as not c^ntradi(‘t(‘d that. That is w'hy it is 
said that hccause there is more recruitment thcrelore there will be 
more chances of ]>romotion. 


RefK>rt against Charge Superintendent of Ullapara in connection with 
loans and relief to the flood-affected agriculturists in terms of the 
resolution of the Flood Conference, Jalpaiguri. 

0 ' 

*319. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: With reicrcnce to the reply to 

unstarred question No. hb, dated the lOth March, 1939, wdll the 
Hon ’hie Minist<*r in charge of the lievenue Department he jdeased to 
state whether it is a fact * 

(/) that an M,li.A. repitsented the case to the Hon’ble Minister; 
and 

{ti) that the letter was acknowledged by the Hon’ble Minister? 

(fj) Is it a fact that the said letter was forwarded to the local official 
for enquiry and report? 
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(c) the answer to (b) is in the affirmat ive, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the report has been received from the local officer; 

(it) if so, whether the Hon 'hie Minister is (‘onsidering the 
desirability of laying a copy of the report on the table ; and 
(m) if the report is against the then Cliarge Su])erintendent at 
Ullapara, what action is jn'oposed to be taken against himP 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (</), {h) and (c) (/) 

Yes. 

(o) (ii) No. 

(Hi) The rej)ort is not against th(“ (^harge Siipioinlioidimt. 

Mr. A. M, ABDUL HAMID; With reference to answer ir) (///), 
the report is n(»t against the Charge Superintendent, will the 
lIon’l)le Minister l)c jdeased t(> state against v hoin the rcpoi t wasP 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is <on 

fidential. 


* Money spent on Jails of Bengal. 

t 

*320. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 
HoiCble Minister in charge of the Horne (Jails) l)(*pa rtinent be pleased 
to state— 

(/) the names of coiitracdors who at present supply food to different 
jails of th(* ])rovince including (-alcutia; 

(ii) the amount spent on an annual average for eacdi jail with their 
names ; 

(Hi) whether tenders are called for these contracts; and 

* ^ • 

(n?) whether lowest tenders are accepted in all cases? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the Feasons for not accepting the lowest 
tenders? 

• 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (/) and (H) The infor- 
mation* is not readily available and its collection will involve an expendi- 
ture of time and labour which I am not prepared to incur, 

(til) Yea. 


21a 
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(tv) Yes, provided tliat the tenders are in order, the sampl^ are up 
to the required standard, and the contractor is of reliable standing and 
reputation. 

(6) Vide the answer to {a) {iv) above. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of Jails in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: l want notice. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE; With reference to answer 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale what kinds of announce- 
ment are made for calling tenders, whether in newspapers t)r other- 
wise? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Usually in the local 
jail otfiee also in the lo(‘al district newspapers, if there are any. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will th(‘ llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
slate if registej s are not kept showing I lie names of contractors to 
whom the coniracts are given? 

The HOfi*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (’ertainly they are 'kept 
in every jail. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how difficult it is lo collect th^e names of the contractors to whom 
the contracts are given? 

The Hoi>*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You will have to write 
lo all the jails, 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Does the Hon’ble Minister think that 
writing to all the jails will (*ost much? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will Ihe Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government will consider the desirability of adver- 
tising in the newspapei’s while calling for tenders in future? 

Tha HoiPbla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe as far as large 
([uantities are concerned, usually there is advertisement in ^11 the 
newspapers but I will look into that again and if I find any contract 
worth any large sum of money has not been advertised in the news- 
papers, I will see that it is done in future. 



QUESTIONS, 


m 


im]K 


rraining of con$taMe8 in Sarila Police Training College. 


*321. Babu PREMHARI BARMA: (a) Is the lloirhle Minister iu 
charge of the Home (Police) Department aware — 

(i) that Bengali constable recruits find it difficult 1o follow the 
instructions of the non-Bengali Drill Instructors posted at 
the Police Training College at Sarda; and 
(it) that almost all the Instructors are non-Bengal is h' 


(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negati\(‘, will the HoiCble 
Minister is pleased to state for the present time— 

(i) the number* of Bengali and non-Bengali Instnudors; 

(ii) the number of Bengali and non-Bengali Ins]>ectors, Sub-Inspec- 

tors, and Head Constables in the Armed Branch of the Bengal 
Police Force; and 

(Hi) the number of Bengali, non-Bengali, MuliainmadjinH, general 
Uindus, and Scheduled Castes Hindus, in the Arm(‘d Branch 
of the Bengal Police Force? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
Bengali Instructors for the training of the Bengali constables? 

The HoN’ble Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) No. 

(ii) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

•(c) No. 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that some of the Bengali re<;ruits have been 
discharged on the ground that they did not undersland the instructions 
of* the non-Bengali instructors? 


The HofPble Khwaja Bir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 diat is not correct, 

Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Uon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the instructions are given in Bengali or in 

Hindi? 

• 

The HOfPbla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already said 
that , instructions are given by non-Bengalis. 
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Msulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to a»^er (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not 
considering the desirability of appointing Bengali instructors for the 
training of the Bengali constables? 

Th6 HolVblo KhiMfftJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because at the present time 
there are no Bengalis in the armed force, how can I find out an armed 
Bengali instructor? 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BIS^VAS: In view of his answer, will 
the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether he considers the 
desirability of recruiting Bengalis as armed constables? 

Tha Hon*bl0 Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have already said 
practically in every range there is a platoon of Bengalis in the armed 
branch and experiment is l>eing made with them. 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleas- 
to enquire whether one Bharat dhandra Sinha and another Manindra 
Chandra Das were discharged simply on the ground that they could 
not understand the instructions of the instructor? 

The Hon’ble Kwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 v\ill make an enquiry. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: ^ m a?: 5 ^^ 

instructor ra HMt*< almost all of them are non- Bengalis 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: J have already replied 
to that question. Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas put a question; I have jhst ‘ 
explained the position. 

Mutliin mill hafids of Tittagarh and Aryya SamaJ activities. 

•322. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be jileased 
to state what steps, if any, have the Government taken to protect the 
Muslim mill hands of Tittagarh, dis."rict 24-Parganas? 

(6) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the Muslim mill hands of Tittagarh cannot still move 
about freely in the public thoroughfares there; and 

(tt) that the Hon’ble Minister visited Tittagarh personally to enquire 
j into the incident of pig throwing ;in the Ata Mohammed 
Mosque at Tittagarh? 
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(c) tk the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'blo 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter P 


(d) Is it a fact that during his visit nt Titta^arli a numlK»r of 
Moslem mill hands represented to him what in their opinion was the 
cause of most of the troubles at Titta^arh? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, is the Hoii’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of directing enquiry into the matter? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Circle Inspector and hotli tlu* Suh-InsjietdorH 
of Tittagarh thana are Hindus? 

(ff) If so, are the (Toverriment (‘onsidiuing the ilesii ability of posting 
immediately a Moslem Circle Inspector or a Moshuu olticer-iii-cliarge of 
the Tittagarh thana? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (rH The prott^dive stips 
usual at the time of such an occurrence were taken. 

(b) (i) No. 

(ii) The area was visited hy me in onhu* that I might in* 8atisli(‘(l 
that tlie incident would not lead to setious repercussions. 

(c) Does not arise. 

* (d) Yes. 

(e) Theil grievances are being eiH|uired into. 

(/) No. 

(ff) In the ordinary course a Muhammadan (h’rcle InH|K‘ctor is under 
transfer to the circle, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With ref< rence to 
answer (d-)^ will the llon’lde Minister be pleased to staU* wlndliei he 
had any opportunity of gatlieiing the opinion of the Hindu mill hands 
regarding the cause of most of the troubles at Tittagarh? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As tar as 1 n member 
none appeared before me when I ^isiteil the place. • 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state whether previous notice was given to the 
Hindu mill hands? 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No one had any 

previous notice. It was entirely a Huq>ri8e visit. 
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Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Mis^ster be 

pleased to state whether the friction was between the old mill hands 
and the new recruits appointed by the mill? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that is 
entirely correct. 

Mft 8IBNATH BANERJEEs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state how many new men were recruited during this time 
and what percentage of them were Muslims? 


The Hen’ble Khwaja Sw NAZIMUDDIN: i submit that this does 
not arise out of this question. 


Mr. SPEAKER: This (loeH not (ronconi the Home Department. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aniwers to which were laid on the table) 

Agricultural demonstrators in rural areas in Bengal. 

121. Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABIDUR RAZA CHOWDHURY: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and 
Veterinary Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the present number of agricultural demonstrators appointed ^by 
the Government for rural areas who are not attached to any 
district agricultural farm ; 

(w) the number of demonstrators posted at present in each district; 
and 

{Hi) the number of demonstrators the Government propose to appoint 
in the next year? 

(6) Are the Government consid^j-ing the desirability of posting 
demonstrators in those districts where at present there i§ no such 
demonstrator P 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (t) IIS. 

(u) 24-Pargana8 4, Nadia 5, Murshidabad 4, Jessore 4, Khulna 3, 
Burdwan 6, Birbhum 4, Bankura 3, Midnapore 6, Hooghly 4, Howrah 3, 
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Bajshal^^, Dinajpur 5, Jalpaiguri 6, Darjeeling 1, Eangpur 7, Bogra 5, 
Pabna 5, Malda 6, Dacca 12, Mymeusingh 11, Faridpur 6, Bakarganj 5, 
Cbittagong 5, Tippera 7, Noakhali 4, and Chittagong Hill Tracts 6. 
Total 143. 

(m) 12 including 2 in connection with flax demonstnition. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon’blc Minister 
be pleased to state wliat ai'e the duties of these Demonstrators ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest .on lias bed'll answered. 


Stoamer services between Khulna and Barisai. 

122« Mfi 8ADARUDDIN AHMED: {n) Ts the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the ('ommerce and Jiabour Department aware — 

(/) that the steamers, sjiecially mail steamers, running between 
Khulna-Harisal and in the feeder servi((‘s, often carry 
cargoes in vessels without making adequate jiro visions for 
accommodation of passengers; and 

• (f/) that the steiftners are detained in intermeiliate stations beyond 
the scheduled time only for the purpose of loading and 
unloading of cargoes? 

{})) If the answer to («) is in the aflirmative, are the (lovernment 
considering the desirability of urging up the Joint Steamer ('onqianies 
to^employ vessels other than passenger steaimus for the purpose of 
carrying cargoes? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): { a ) (m No. 

I lindersfand that cargo is carried on c<‘rtain passenger siovices for 
intermediate stations, but passengers are not shut out to make loom 
for cargo. 

(u) I am in(prmed that detentkins at intermediate ]>oints when they 
occur are unavoidable and of a minor character and in any case 
.connections at transhipment and terminal points are always maintained. 

{h) No. The practice of carrying cargo on passenger services is to 
the public advantage, inasmuch as (1) regular cargo services are 
thereby maintained and (2) certain services are continued which might 
not exist, if complete separation of the two types of transport were 
insis;ted upon. 
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Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether it is not a fact that passenger steamers are 
often detained for the purpose of loading and unloading cargo? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think the Joint 
Steamer Companies have admitted that fact. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to slate wliat is the basis of his answer to (a) (?)? 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is the report of 
the Joint Steamer Companies. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether il is the rule that passengers are not shut out 
to mak<‘ room for cargo or whetlier it is the pracliee? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8* SUHRAWARDYz What does the hon’ble 
member think himself? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The Hon’ble Minister has 
stattnl in his answer “ujxrn the report of the Joint Steamer Companies”. 
It may Ix' the rule of the »St earner Comjianies that passengers are not 
shut out to mak(* room for the cargo. My question is — wdll the 
Hon’ble Minister be })leas4*d to state* whether it is his information that 
passengers are not shut out to make room for cargo? 


Mr. 8PEAKERr You first of all said whether it was the rule, then 
whether it w^as tin' ])raetice and now \ou ask whether it is his 
information. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state although there is a rule that passengers should not be 
shut out to make room for cargo the practice is that the steamer staff 
care more for the cargo than for the passengers? 

1 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The hon’ble member 
might ask the steamer staff and try to find out what is the position. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to institute an indt»pendent enquiry without relying upon the 
Joint Steamer Companies? 
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Th6 PlOfl’blO Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If the hon’ble member 
points out specific cases of passeiifyern havin^f been shut out in order 
that cargo^might bo loaded, one might make an enquiry into that 
matter but a general 8we(*})ing statement like this can only be answered 
by a sweeping negation to the effect that passengers are not simt out. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether (iovernment are prepared to make an enquiry 
if any specific case is reported to them ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, certainly 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the TIon hie Minister aware 
that the time of detention at an intermediate station called .lalakiiti 
extends up to 2 or 8 hoiirs with reference to his answer (n) (//)P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It might be: I don t 

deny. • 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: Will the Hon’ble Ministe?- he jihvised 
to state if he is aware that part of tin* cargo consist of hens, ilucks 
aiftl rotton fish which smell very badP 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (juestion does not arise. 

^Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister 1 r* i)leas(*d to state 
whether the Cioveriinienl w^ill consider the desirability of requesting 
the Steamer Companies to maintain a comjilaint book so that the 
passengers might record their complaints and action might 1 m‘ taken P 


• The Mon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; It appears to me to be 

a very reasonable suggestion and I shall examine it. 


Construction of metalled road on Khas Mahal land, Rajshahi. 

• 

123. Mr. 8AT.YAPRIYA BANERJI: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in “charge of the Revenue Department aware of the newly constructed 
metalled road on IcJms vuihal land, Plot No. Id2, Mauza Srirami)ur, 
No. 205, Sheet No. 4, police-station Boalia, district Itajshahi, round the 
porcjl adjoining the Rampur-Boalia Club? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will i]ki Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether the said road has been constructed 
with the permission of Oovernment? ^ 

(c) If so, what are the number and date of the order granting such 
permission P 


(d) If the construction on the khas inahal land has been without , 
permission from Government, what steps do the Government propose 
taking for this unauthorised construction on Government khas inahal 
land P 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(h) It was constructed with the Divisional Commissioner’s permis- 
sion in anticipation of Government sanction. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Steps are being taken by the local officers to oht(nij the formal 
orders of Government. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: In view of the fiut that the 
metalled road in question was constructed in 1926, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if the steps referred to in answer {a) were 
taken after this (jiiestion was putP 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, long 
before this (question wa.s ]>ut. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be ])leased to state when were the ste])8 taken by the local officers P 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I believe at the 
l>eginning of last year, 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aw'are that tlie President of this Club is the District Magistrate t)r 
(k)l lector P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why then so long a time has elapsed between 1926 
and 1938 and no permission was obtained from the Government? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is more 
ihau I can say. 
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Con^aint against the 8ub>Registrar, Parbatipur, » iSinaJpur. 

124. Mauivi ABDUL JABBAR: («) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education (Registration ) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the local public of Parbatipur in Dinajpur 
^ district submitted a representation to the Inspector-deneral of Registra- 
tion last year complaining against the Sub-Registrar of Parbatipur P 

(b) If so, what action, if any, has been taken on the said 
representation ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (^/) Yes. 

(b) The representaiioii was forwarded to the Registrar of Dinajpur 
for necessary action. The Inspector of Registration offices inspected 
the office thoroughly on ‘28th and 21)th of October last. He found it 
in good condition. No comjilaint was made to him. The Registrar 
has, however, been asked for a report. 

Mauivi ABDUL JABBAR* Will the Hon’ble Minister la* pleased 
to state what action was taken by the Registrar of Dinajpur P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Registrar has been 
asked to make , an ey(juiry and submit a report. I am awaiting that 
report. 

§ 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA:, AVill the Hon’ble Minister W 
pleased to state why the Inspector of Registration Offices insjiected thi* 
(>ffiVe on the 28th and 29th instead of asking the signatories of the 
complaint to appeal before him and substantiate their allegationsP 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. The ix'pn'sentation 
was forwarded to the Registrar of Dinajpur. The Inspector of Regis- 
tration Offiires has quite a different function. If you an* to ask as to 
whether any enquir> was to Im* niad-e and if so how was it to be made, 
you will have to ask about the Registrar. 

• • 

Babu PREhTHARI BARMA: My point is that the complaint was 
not made against any irregularity in the office but the (;omplaint was 
made against the Sub-Registrar. If that be so, if is not understood 
why the enquiry should l>e made in the Sub-Registrar’s office. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs The representation has 
heen^orwarded to the Registrar for report. 
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plaint against the Sub-Registrar in question? 


[4th April, 

7 

What is the a^ual com- 


Th6 Hon’bid Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got the com- 
plaint before me just at the present moment. 


GOVERNMENT BILL, 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1938. 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 i>ropose now to ask the members whose motions 
are in order to move them and 1 hereafter the debate will continue. 1 
also propose at abouf 5-45 p.m. to give my decision on the points raised 
hy Mr. Khaitan yesterday. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of order, Sir. The 
beporl of the Se](*(f Committee says that “the time for the submis- 
sion of thf* final report b\ tin* Select (Vminiittee was extended by the 
Assembly till the dlst October, 19‘18. The (Committee could not how- 
(*ver finish their deliberations <‘ven within this extended period and 
'(on tinned tlK'ir sittirjgs till tin* 21st Ibnaunber, 1988, with the special 
j)ermission of the Hon’ble S[)eaker“. Was that in order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was iH‘rfectly in ord«r. As regards the 
motions tlu* motion standing in the name of Mr. vSurendra Nath Biswas 
(No. 1) is not in order. Similarly motions Nos. 2 and 3 are also not 
in order. Mr. P. Banerji is not moving his motion — No. (4). The 
first ])art of Dr. Nalinaksha SanyaJ's motion (No. 5) is not in order. 
Babu Nagendra Nath Sen is not moving his motion (No. G). 

May 1 know who will move motions Nos. 7 to 29 standing in the 
naimvs of several European members? 

Mr. C. MILLAR: Sir, t move formally the motion that the Bill be 
recommitted to the Select (h)mmittee with instruction to submit their 
report by the 3()th April, 1989; but 1 reserve my right to 8U^‘ak later 
on. 


MauIvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, yesterday 1 was just entering into a 
discussion with regard to the examhiation of the leg^l aspect of the 
question that was mooted by Mr. Khaitan. Sir, to-day I shall, in the 
time allotted to me, deal witli the question whether this Legislature 
has got the jurisdiction to legislate over the matter referred to in the 
Money-lenders Bill. At any rate I shall try to enter into a discussion 
on the merits of the Bill itself. I am fully aware that man is not a 
perfect being and his creation therefore cannot be expected to be 
perfect. Laws made by man cannot therefore be perfect. Therefore 
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every tiuje a particular legislation is made, that is required to be 
amended as time passes. Even prophets in their prophecies were not 
also perfect. Therefore, Sir, I submit that we do not claim that the 
report we have submitted is perfect. But let it be made perfect as 
far as possible by looking into the several amendments that have been 
tabled. Even after that it cannot be said that the Bill would be 
• perfect. There was the Money-lenders Act of 1931, and though it 
was enacted with the best of motives, there were flaws in it, and there- 
fore another Bill in tlie nature of the present Bill has been introduced. 
It should be examined whetlier the clauses of the Bill and the provi- 
sions therein will be in the best inteix^st of all classes of people, 
particularly of the tenants. 

Sir, I shall now refer to some of the sections of the Government pf 
India Act which were stressed on In Mr. Khaitan. He referred to 
l/ist 1, items 33, 37 and 38. I sa_\ at the outset that thes<'( items are 
not at all applicable to the facts of tl»e present (avK(‘. Item No. 33 
refers to corporations, that is to say, the incorporation, regulation and 
winding-uj) of trading cor])orations, including banking, insurance, and 
financial corporations. vSir, nobody will contend tliat we are going t.o 
incorporate any sueli thing, nor an* we going to inc()r))orate anything 
which will have tlie effect of binding tin* trading corporations includ- 
ing banking, insurance, eti*. ; the (ml\ word stressed is “regulation”. 

Now, Sir, in tliis Act what liave we done? llav<* wc* tried to 
legulate the banking business, the insurance business or any business 
with which my friend is concerned? I submit, no. Tin* only thing 
he can lay 4)is hand upon is that particular jiassage which says that 
accounts should be kept in Bengali. Again 1 refer my friend to 
clause 37B of the Bill itself >\her(^it is stated that the ])rovisions of 
(3iapters III and IV regarding registration and accounting will have 
no* ap})lication to tlies<* matters. If he thinks that regulation in 
covered by what we have done, then I tel) him tliat the meaning of 
“regulation” is to put in good order or to mak<* it subject to rules or 
TO restrict tin* working of that corporation or banking or whatever it 
may Ik*. Under tins im*aning which we find in the (3iamlK*r’<^ 
diptionar^ 1 submit that none of tliese interpretations is ajiplic-abli* to 
the facts of the present case. So far as banking is concerned, may 1 
submit that the meaning of the word “banking”, if put in its legal 
sense or its literal sen.se, inclmles money-lending business. Bank 
means an institution for keepin/J, lending and exchanging money. 
Therefore, the word “lending” is there. And if the meaning of the 
•W'ord “bank” includes money-lending, then it coiyes under item 27 
of List 2, which ynables a Provincial Legislature to legislate upon 
trade ynd commerce within the province, markets and shares, money- 
lending and money-lenders. If these two items, 27 and 33, are 
properly interpreted, we find there is no conflict between them, and 
that|itself enables us to legislate upon this matter. 
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Then, Sir,Mf we look to item^37, of List 1, there we find the law 
of itWurance, except as respects insurance undertaken by a Federated 
State knd the regulation of the conduct of insurance business. As 
regards this insurance business, first of all we have not laid much stress 
in the Bill itself on insurance business. But my friend will have to 
admit that insurance business comes under the definition of contract, 
because whenever an insurance is made we enter into a contract that 
on payment of premiums for a certain period, a certain amount will be 
paid after a certain time. Therefore it comes within the definition of 
contract. If we refer to the Concurrent Legislative List, items 10 and 
12, we find that the Provincial Legislature as well as the Federal 
Legislature have got jurisdiction to legislate upon contracts as well, 
.Uicause item No. 10 relates to contracts including partnerships, 
agencies, contracts of carriage, etc., and item No. 12 relates to 
bankruptcy and insolvency, etc. So, Sir, List III enables the 
Provincial Ijegislatiiro to legislate upon insurance as well. Therefore 
the contention of u\y friend that insurance is a business upon which 
this House has no right to legislate cannot stand. Then I may refer 
him to section 102 of the Government of India Act which lays down 
that whenever anything is done by a Provincial Legislature which 
runs counter to the princij)h' of tlie Federal Legislature and is repug- 
nant to it, then the law that may be enacted by the Federal Legislature 
shall ])r(*vail. Sir, uj) till now we do not know that the Federal 
Legislature has (Uiacted any law relating to contract, banking and 
insurance. If there be any doubt as to whether we have got the 
authorify or not, I may refer him to section 102(^) by which we can 
for the present legislate ujxm these matters. And when any question 
will arise, that will he settled by the Federal Court. I may lefer him 
^80 to 8e<‘ti()n 107 of the Government of India Act, which was also 
^;eferred to by him, viz., that whenever there is any dispute between 
the Federal TiCgislature and a Provincial Legislature the will of the 
Federal Legislature shall prevail. I submit that such a coutingtmey 
has not arisen as yet. Theiefore all the ])oints that have been debated 
upoq by Mr. Khaitaii regarding the right of this House to legislate 
falls lo the ground altogether. 

r ' 

Then, Sir, the question of sanction was raised, to which my 
honourable friend Mr. Suhrawardy replied yesterday that sanction had 
been obtained. Even if it be that sanction had not been taken, section 
119 of the Government of India Ac^ lays down that canction need be 
taken only where the Governor’s Act is going to be amended. Here 
there" h no question of amending a Governor’s Act. My friend of 
chui'se refers to section 299 and has tried to show that a mortgage deed 
whifch involves business loan should also find a place in the Money- 
lenders Bill. With regard to that may I point out to him that vested 
interests in land are only meant in section 299. Now it ia a fact well 
known to the members ef the House, particularly .to lawyers,*' that 
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mortgage of property is not a vested ipterest. It is only & conditional 
sale or conveyance for the purpose of securing money that has Ji>een 
'given. Therefore section 299 has got absolutely no meaniitg ^ this 
case. Then if my friend would like to know what mortgage is 1 
would refer him to section 59 of the Transfer of Property Act which 
lays down that it is not a complete transfer of property but that i^ is 
,a (‘onditional transfer 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

Mauivi ABDUJL BARI: May I have a few minutes more, Sir, to 
finish my speech ? 

Mr. 8PEAKBR: I have already given you 10 minutes, and I aut, 
sorry I cannot give you any more. 

(The member resumed his seat.) * 

Mauivi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to-day 
to support the consideration motion moved by my friend, the Hon’ble 
Nawal) Muiiliarrud* Hossain. Not that the Hill as modified by the 
Select Committee is perfect, but I consider that if the consiileration 
motion is taken up now, we may at least try to improve the Bill 
accoiding to our party mandates and according to the wishes of the 
House. 

•The recommittal notion moved by my friend Mr. Millar, 1 think, 
will only delay the BiU. It is moved only for the purpose of causing 
liindrance t(f the business of this House. The Bill has already taken 
sufficient time. It was first published in the CalcufUi Gazette on the 
18th July, 19d8. After that, it was sent to the S<‘lect Coinmitte^i* 
The tSeled (^ominittee had some protracted sittings, and after due 
dein)erati()n it modified the Bill in the form in which it has bee|l 
presented to th^ House. A good <leal of juiblie money, a goo<l deal 
ot time of the lionourable memWrs of tliis Hou.se and a good deal cf 
' energy have h(*en lost, and, tlierefore, 1 submit that no useful purpoe^^ 
will he served if the Bill is reexnnmitted to the Select ('ommitle© 
nioi'(‘. Besides, Sir, 1 think that no clear case has been made out 
by the gentleman who moved the recommittal motion or sjpoke on the 
motion for recommitting the Bill. The si>eakers suj»i)orting the 
recommittal motion or opposing the main motion ot tly* Hon’ble Nawab 
Musharruff Hossain mostly come from the gn’oup of Mr. Khaitan or 
from the European Group on my left. 

Of the European Group, Sir, I take up first the ai-guments put 
forward by Mr. Wdrdsworth. He mainly hinges his arguments oh two 
points. * Firstly, he shed some tears for the agriculturists of , Beii^al 
by sayitig that Aii*al credit would dry up, and, secondly, aft i^ri^iijtlent 
ot the Provincial Co-operative Bank he said that this muv^ntant will 
22 * ' - 
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have a sethfick if the Bill is ^ai^ped into law. I leave it to tne House 
to consider that Clive Street which he represents never cared for the 
agriculturists of Bengal (Cries of “Oh ! oh !’^ from the European Group), 
nor did the Scottish Banks standing on either side of Clive Street ever 
lend any money for the benefit of the agriculturists. (Cries of “Hear, 
hepr” from Coalition benches.) Even complaints^ were made before 
the Banking Enquiry Committee against a respectable bank which was. 
managed mainly by Europeans, I mean the Imperial Bank of India, 
that Ihis management never cared to enquire into the grievances of 
Indian concerns. Their main concern was the European Industries. 

About the Co-operative movement, I respectfully submit, Sir, that 
Mr. Wordsworth, though he is connected with it for a long time, has 
a very wrong idea about the intention of launching the Co-operative 
movement in Bengal. He considered the co-operative bank and move- 
ment simply as money-lending business, but the original intention for 
launching this movement here in Bengal was not that. We at least 
intended to make the co-operative department a charity department of 
Government and gradually introducing (‘o-operative banks and co- 
operative institutions in Bengnl, we wanted to teach the agriculturists 
of the country how to socialise the instrnfnents of production — not 
that we cared whether this money-lending business prospered in Bengal 
or not. The way in which Mr. Wordsworth thinks of turthering the 
cause of the co-operative movement will ruin the whole movement, and 
it is the sole cause which has made the movement unsuccessful and 
unpopular in the country; practically the whole movement is now on 
the verge of collapse here in Bengal. 

About Mr. Khaitan's objectiomv all I can say is that he visualised 
both legal as well as practical difficulties. His first objection, so far 
as I remember, is about the extension of the principle of daindupat, 
but I may bring it to his notice that this system is not (jle])endant upon 
any law which the British Government passed in lieng^ or in India. 
Jt existed in Bengal from before and is independent of any legislation 
rtf thie House. It exi.sted from the time of the Hindu Emperors; the 
’Muhammadan Emperors also used it; and subsequently, the Anglo- 
Indian Legislators also used it, — only they confined it to the town of 
Calcutta where the Original Side of the High Couit has its pirisdic- 
tidn. 

Now’, Sir, by the Money-lendeis Bill of 193^1, ^his j)rinciple ol 
daindypat was extended to the rural areas of Bengal, and this Bill 
does not intend to introduce any new principle. It only modified the 
princijile which was already accepted, in the Legislature iU 1933. 

Then 'Mr. Khaitan has spoken about credit. Credit here in-Bepgal 
can the divided into two classes, viz., (1) rural credit and (3) urban 
credit or |jredit which controls industry as well as coimnerce. 



1939.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


328 


As regards rural credit, I bring to the notice of Mr. Ehaitan that 
it is already gone. The agriculturists of Bengal for the last four or 
five years have not been getting any loans from anyl)ody. We have 
nothing to thinlj about tit. The Banking Enquiry Committee says 
that the agriculturists i*equire about 96 crores of ru])ees for short-teiUi 
loans annually an4 the co-operative banks are the only institutions that 
• supply rural credit to the extent of 6 or 7 crores of rui)ees. Other 
institutions and other individuals have stopped payment. So, there 
is almost no credit in the rural areas. If the Bill is pnssetl into law, 
it will not touch the future rural credit — the dead liorse — hut it will 
only scale down the old debhs for which the agriculturists are suffering. 
If we do not scale dow’n the rate of interest and cut down the dtdfis, 
the agriculturists will l>e compelled to pay ac(‘ording to their old 
contracts. The commodity prices were very high when th(‘ loans were 
taken and therefore it is desirable that by a legislation of this House 
we should scale down those debts, as the (‘ommodity prices are low 
now so that the agriculturists may pay up their old arrears. 

So far as commercial credit is concerned, it is our ex|>erience and 
the experience of the commercial world that surphis money must be 
deposited by the owners of money somewhere. They (’annot keej) the 
money in their boxes. Sometimes wt have seen that premium is given 
by some people in order to keep the money in safe custody. If we 
consider the case of Savings Banks, if we consider tin* case of other 
institutions, we find ithat even 1 per cent., 2 per cent, or per cent, 
is considered sufficient by the owners of money for the purpose of 
depositing fheir money, and therefore if we ])ass this kind of Bill 
into law, the holders of surplus money must de])osit their money 
wdienever they can and will not be affected in any way. On the other 
hand, Sir, the higher rato of interest that is nowadays charged has 
practically chocked the industrial development of this country. The 
higher rates of interest have induce^ the owners of money to utilize 
it for money-lending purposes, — they never cared for the development 
of trade and commerce in the (country. The general tendency of the 
people, if they can get profit at ease, is to follow the Widows Proyi-» 
sion by i^hich name money-lending business is known in this country. 
They become rentiers and unearned income-holders by keeping their 
money in loan business without developing the tiade, commerce and 
industry of the province. So, I submit, Mr. Khaitan jieed have no fear 
because the cutt/ng down of the rate of interest or the scaling down of 
debts will not affect his commerce, or the industry which he has the 
honour to represent. • 

,Then Mr. Khaftan spoke about cheap recovery and he pointed out 
that th*e difficulty of the creditors begin after getting his decree. I 
submit that it is also due to high rate of interest. The decree-holders 
are (yvetous enough to get decrees at high rate of interest which the 

22a 
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judgment-debtors are very seldom able to pay. Therefore, their 
difficulty l)egins after the decree. , If the rate of interest is lower, the 
judgment-debtors will pay very easily. Therefore, it will rather help 
the decree-holders, and the judgment-debtors will be ^ble to pay more 
easily. 

Then, again, he spoke alxmt the stopping of interest on the d<‘( jvtal 
amount as well as the re-opening of the transactions even alter the 
passing of the decrees. I submit, it is not a new thing. I'he princij)le 
of re-oj)ening transactions even after the passing of the decree and 
allowing lower rate of inteiest was accepted in the Act of 1918 and 
this present Bill aims only to modify that principle and nothing else. 

Then Mr. Khaitan spoke alxnit some leg“al cbjections. But 1 
submit that these objections also cannot stand, lie stated that the 
Selec.t Committee went beyond its pow(‘]- and introduced some things 
which it had not the power to do. I submit tliat tlu^ Selet't C\)mmittec 
has po\v(‘r to make suggestions to alter sections, to substitute one 
section for another, provided that the main (d)ject and aims of th(‘ Bill 
are not altered and the Select Committee has made nothing of the kind. 
He quoted section 100 of the (rovernment of India Act, 1905, and he 
also quoted Articles 28 and 00 of the Seventh Schedule to the Act. In 
that section, there is nothing’. In sub-section (1) of that section, it 
says that the Federal liCgislature have certain spheres ot islation ; 
sub-section (2) says that the Provincial Ix'gislature have got some 
spheres of legislation and sub-section (*?) says that there are some c*^n- 
current spheres of legislation in which either tjie (kmtral ij(‘gislature 
or tlie Provincial liCgislature will be able to legislate. AA'‘ith this, 1 h' 
takes Articles 28 and 80 of the Seventh Schedule But I submit, his 
contention is not correct. Article 28 says that the Piovincial Legis-’ 
lature have not the powei- to legislatt* on Promissory notes and .^Vrlicle 
83 lays down that they have not the power to regulate the activjtie'^ 
of Corporations like Insurance Coui])anies, etc. But 1 submit that 
W’e are not going to legi.slate on banking-; we are not g*oing to regulate 
any Corporation whatsoever, llegulating cannot, by any stretch of 
imagination, mean the lowering down of interest or the i^cpvery of 
the decretal amount which we are doing in the Bill. We a;e trying 
by this legislation only to cut down the rate of interest and to lay 
down some rules as to how the decretal amount will be collected. 
Therefore, legislation relating to banjiing and regulation of Corporation 
will not be touched by this legislation if it is passed' into law. 

Then again, he quoted section 299 of the Government of India Act 
with the intention of showing that no legislation can l>e brought 
forward in any legislature without the ])rerious sanction of either the 
Governor General or the Governor of the Province, which may affect 
any interest in immovable property. 

fHore the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his,seat.I 
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Mr. Spsaker's Ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The questions 'raised yesterday by the hon’ble 
iiieinber represiMitin^^- the . Indian Chamber of Commerce are of consi- 
derable coostitutioiial im]>()rtance for the province. He has with g^reat 
ability and clarity of reasoning: raised three main issues before this 
House, viz.: — 

Firstltj . — That the Select Committee has extended the scope of 
the Bill and lias gone bevond the essential principles of the 
Bill. 

ScrondJii . — That the Provincial Legfislature is not competent to 
leg*islate in relation to Banks. Corporations or Promissory notes 
and therefore some of the provisions of the Bengfal Money- 
lenders Bill are beyond the powers of any Provincial Legis- 
lature. 

'riiirdlif . — That this House is not competent to consider some of 
tlu‘ provisions of the Bill without the sanction of the Governor, 
as jirovided foP in section 299 of the Government of India 
Act of 1935. 

Hon'ble members will admit that the Bengal Money-lenders Bill is 
jifobably th(‘ most tom]dicated Bill that has been brought up before 
the House since the jnauguration of the present constitution, and it 
has undoubtedly been made still more complicated by the numerous 
changes made by the Sehud (\)mmjttee. Within the short time at my 
disposal, it has not been possible for me to find out the correct bearings 
of all the changes made by the Select Committee and hon’ble members 
wiTl realise that it is not humanly possible to do so until I have 
an opportunity to consider the provisions of the changes in greater 
details. At the same time it is only when such specific changes, clause 
Ihy clause, will come up for consideration before this House that it 
would ibe possible with reference to each specific provision to consider 
wbethei*the Select Committee has gone beyond the scope of the Bill. 
If at that stage, the jioirit is raised with reference to specific portions 
of the Bill, 1 shall give my deci.sion on consideration of the contentions 
that may Ibe raised before me. I^may only note at ^his stage that this 
Bill is not a mere amending Bill; it is for the purpose of '‘regulating 
trausai'tions of money-lending in Bengal”. Therefore, amendments 
and provisions whicli are outside the scope on the Explanatory 
Memorandum or Uie Statement of Objects and Reasons may !be witliin 
the scepe in consideration of the citations in the preamble. With these 
remarks, I must leave the point to be raised at a later time and relevant 
stage. The que.stion aibout the sanction of the Governor may similarly 
be lAised when the relevant clause is under consideration by the House. 
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The most important contention, however, is that the Bill, at least 
in some of its provisions, is not within ihe scope of our powers under 
the Governmept of India Apt of J935. I jmay note at the outset that 
the question of ultra ’ vires or intra vires is a onaftter that can only be 
ultimately decided by authoritative judicial decisions and my function 
is merely to examine the question in so far as it is necessary to decide 
the admissibility of the motions and amendments arising out of the 
provisions of the Bill. 

Before I enter into details, it would be useful to understand the 
implications of the present Constitution Act. The corner-stone of the 
present (Jonstitution is the Autonomy for the provinces and the 
structural frame-work of the Constitution has been so designed that 
each of the Governor’s provinces may possess an Executive and Legis- 
lature having an exclusive authority within the province in a precisely 
defined sphere broadly free from any control by the Central Govern- 
ment and Legislature. It represents a fundamental departure from 
the old conditions of things under which the provinces could not 
function except to the extent of their delegated powers or as agents 
of the Central authority, ibut to-day the Government of India and the 
Central Legislature derive their authority and power exactly from the 
same Constitution Act as the provinces. The provinces have now an 
autonomous legislative body with definitely demarcated allocation of 
exclusive jurisdiction and the legislative powers are now distributed 
between the Federation and the province", each, with an exclusive 
jurisdiction, with a concurrent list where the Federal law shall prevail 
over the provincial law, so that any provincial' law to the extent of 
its repugnancy with Federal law in such concurrent sphere shall be 
void. But otherwise, in the exclusive Federal list the province has 
no power to legislate — in the exclusive provincial list the Federal 
Legislature has no power to legislate. 

Where the Constitution Act thus provides for the functioning of 
^-oan-sovereigii legislatures and executives each must operate without 
impairing the independence of the other so that the provinces and the 
Federation may each have certain free, unfettered, unrestricted legis- 
lative functions. While the Constitution Act provides ’for the 
supremacy of the Federal Law where it is competent to enact or in 
the concurrent Legislative List, Federal authority cannot in any way 
override the laws ef the province within its own sphere. For the time 
being it can, therefore, be accepted without any challenge that there 
is no supremacy or jurisdiction of Federal Legislature in matters 
exclusively belonging to the province. 

The present question arises out of the items in List I and ^fdst II 
of Schedule VII, both exclusive lists. Whatever may be the nature 
of any apparent or real conflict between List I and List II, there can 
be no doubt that the intention behind thea^ provisions was net to 
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create any conflict but to provide for an exolnsive, separate and 
distinct power for both the Federal and the Provincial authorities. But 
what is intended to be conveyed cannot always be expressed in precise 
terms with clarity and specially so in legal terms, nor is it always 
possible, to test every word and term in any legal draft with reference 
to the rest of the provisions in any legislative enactment. Law is 
always expressed in broadest terms and in compact language. 
Conflicts, therefore, always arise as to the exact meaning and scope of 
words and terms and in interpreting the statutory provisions of exclu- 
sive powers, we have to interpret a Constitution Act in its broadest 
aspects, keeping the spirit of the Constitution before our view. 
If and where there appears to be an apparent overlapping of functions 
between two exclusive lists, we must try to find out as to whether and 
if so to what extent, it is possible to reconcile the two and if by any 
interpretation, it is possible to separate the functions, — that must be 
taken to be the intention of the Parliament behind the jjrovisions of 
two separate and exclusive lists as between the Centre and the province. 
If the field is clear, the Federal and Provincial Legislatures will 
function, each within its own sphere. But if there is still a blurred 
field and overlapping regions, the uncertainties cannot be determined 
unless the matter is settled and clarified by authoritative judicial 
pronouncements or the amendment of the Constitution. 

•Can it be said that because banking corporations or promissory notes 
come within Federal List, it means an implied prohibition for the 
provinces in' all aspects of the activities of bank or in all phases of 
promissory notes and, therefore, even though money-lending is a 
function for the Provincial Legislature, money-lending when done by 
a Bank or when based on promissory notes is beyond the scope of the 
provinces? It may be noted that what comes within the Federal List 
is not banking business or banking activities as such, but incorporation, 
regulation, winding-up of banking corporations and the conduct of 
banking business. Conduct of banking business is not the business 
itself. It means the organization and management of banks and 
corporati(jn rather than their activities in business itself. One may, 
therefore, safely demarcate the boundaries, viz., while the incorpora- 
tion, organization, management and <-1osure of banks come within the 
Federal List, money-lending by banks and corporatior^s is not a subject 
of Federal List, buf that of the provinces. One is a question of business 
method and manner and the other is the business function and enter- 
prise. If banks and corporations are not .subject •to the provincial 
legislation in money-lending, they will have to be excluded in many 
oth(fr JV'tivities of theirs which come within the Provincial List. 
Internal trade and commerce, manufacturing and production of 
alcoholic liquors, gas and gas works, ropeways, municipal train ways, 
inland traflSc and waterways, production, supply and distribution of 
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goods, and many others, when taken up by banks and corporations will 
stand exactly in the same position and will have to be excluded from 
the jurisdiction of the provinces. While private persons will come 
under the scope of the provincial legislation in all these subjects the 
corporation and banks will not come within the provinces. In such 
circumstances the very purpose of an elaborate, exclusive Provincial 
List in a solemn Constitution Act will be more than stultified. 

The question of promissory notes is not, however, free from diffi- 
culty. But if one carefully scans item 28 of the Federal List, one will 
notice that the purpose is quite different from what is now being 
contended to-day. Item 28 enumerates cheques, bills of exchange, 
promissory notes and other like instruments. The intention appa- 
rently is to give jurisdiction to the Federal Legislature on the legal 
irnddents and ingredients of these instruments and in any case, item 28 
of the Federal List, read with item 27 of the Provincial List, must mean 
that money-lending comes within the provincial jurisdiction and matters 
like the following come within the Federal List, viz., to what extent 
cheques, promissory notes should be negotiable; how these instruments 
can operate as negotiable ; to what extent and under what circum- 
stances cheques, bills of exchanges and promissory notes would be 
valid in law. A cheque, promissory note or bill of exchange can be 
approached from various points of view — from the angle of contract, 
the legal right to recovery, and the liability to pay or repay, the inci- 
dents of enforceability, etc. In other wordq, ic can be approached 
from the point of view of its debts, obligatipns as well as its other 
legal incidents. So far as the element of money-lending and its inci- 
dental implications are concerned, which includes interest, it comes 
within the Provincial List, but other matters come within the Fedetal 
jurisdiction. 

Provinces have now power to tax on profession, trade, callings and 
employments, to legislate on internal trade and commerce within the 
scope of their powers. Is it to be contended that because they are 
corporations or banks, they are not amenable to such taxes or are not 
subject to provincial legislation for purposes of internal trade and 
commerce P True, they are not amenable to taxes as such, as 
corporation taxes come within the Federal powers, but they are 
as much subject to provincial legislation in tiutes and in all matters 
that are in the exclusive Provincial List, like every pri’^ate citizen. Let 
it !be remembered that in such cases it is not corporations as such that are 
taxed, Ibut their activities that come within the scope of the provinces. 
If money-lending is done by them, they must come wjthin the Provincial 
List, not as corporations or banks, not on promissory notes as such, ibut 
on money-lending as money-lenders. 

We must rememiber that the distribution of powers and functions in 
the Government of India Act like these in all federations have foRowed 
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certain well-known principles. Matters of unquestionably national 
interest and importance, matters which may affect the body politic of the 
entire country are left to the Federation; matters of substantially local 
or private interest have been left to the provinces while matters where 
uniformity of leg^islation is desinilble, where diversity of laws will have 
a hampering effect to the country as a whole, have been left over in a 
common concurrent field. 

On the other hand it would be unthinkable that a great Constitution 
Act ever intended that there should be two sets of laws to be promulgated 
by two legislative bodies, over same functions — private citizens by the 
provinces and banks and corporations by the Federation. It would be a 
legislative anarchy and cut away the very root ot provincial autonomy. 

It would not be out of jdace here to refer to some of the decisions 
of the l^rivy Council arising out of similar conflicts in legislative j)ower8 
in the Colonies. Under the Canajlian Law Federal (Government 
activities are beyond the scoj)e of State Governments and State legisla- 
tion, but judicial decisions have distinguished between (Governmental 
agencies. aiid functions in sirict sense ami ordinary business enterprises 
which happen to be con*ducted by (Governments and the exemption has 
not been granted in favour of ordinary business enterprises, even though 
taken up by the Federal (Government. It is now a well-settled ]>rincij)le 
enunciated by the Privy Council in Hodge reruns (^ueen (1883) 9 App. 
Gases, 117, that suj^jects which in one aspect and for one purpose fall 
within the sc(q)e of Federal Legislature, may in another as])e(i and for 
another puTj)ose fall within the scope of provincial legislation. The 
principle was based on the decision of the case of Russel rersus The 
Queen (1), where the Privy Council laid down that in cases of c*onilict 
of jurisdiction, the es.sential principle is to determine the true nature 
aiTd character of legislation in order to ascertain the class of subject to 
which it really belongs, and tliere may be an incidental trenching on 
another ground on literal c-onstruction of words, it is the primary 
matter dealt that determines the jurisdiction and any incidental 
interference does not in any way alter the character of the law. The 
principle laid down in Hodge versus Queen was ac;c;epted by Lord 
Haldane in John Deere Plow Company versus Wharton (2). Jiord 
Atkine in the case of Gallagher versus Lyon (3) in approving the same 
principle that one must look at the “true nature and c haracter of the 
legislation”, “the pith and substance of tlie legislafion”, rtbserved : — 

“If, on the view of the Statute as a whole, you find that the 
substance of the legislation is within the exjjiress powers, then it 
• is not invalidated if incidentally it affects matters which are 
• outside the authorised field”. 


(1) (1881) 7 App. Camn, 829. 

(2) (1915) App. Caaes, 330. 

(3) (1937) App. Caaes, 863. 
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In the words of Lord Hobhoiiae m a Canadiaii caae, Bank of Toronto 
versus Lambe (1) it cannot Ibe conceived that when the Imperial 
Parliament conferred wide powers of self-government on great countries, 
it intended to limit them in any way. “Whatever power falls within 
the legitimate meaning” of an item of Provincial List, is what the 
Imperial Parliament intended to give ; and to place a limit on it because 
the power may be used unwisely, as all powers may, would be an error, 
and would lead to insuperaible difficulties, in the construction of the 
Constitution Act. “The express words of an Act of Parliament which 
makes an elaborate distribution of the field of legislative authority 
between two legislative bodies and at the same time provides for the 
federated provinces a carefully balanced constitution”, under which no 
one of the parts can pass laws for itself except under the provisions of 
the Constitution Act, must be very carefully interpreted. “If on the 
due construction of an Act a legislative power falls” within the scope 
of the Provincial Legislature, “it will be quite wrong to deny its 
existeiHie, because by some possibility it may limit the range which 
otherwise would be open” to the Federal Legislature. 

The Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta also laid down that: — Where 
in construing a statute, one must decide it not merely with reference 
to mere literal terms of the provisions but on consideration of the entire 
statute, in consideration of all other provisions and powers, the effect cf 
one provision on another, the circumstances attending the passing of an 
Act and “the whole purport and scope of the Act to be collected from 
various clauses other than the particular clause, tke meaning of which 
is in dispute” (2). 

In interjjreting the British North America Act, 1767, in the case 
of Edwards versus Attorney-General for Canada (3), Lord Sankey 'in 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council laid dowm the principles 
of interj)reting a Constitution Act — “Their Lordships do not conceive 
it to Ibe the duty of this Board — it is certainly not their desire to cut 
down the provisions of the Act by a narrow and technical construction, 
but rather to give it a large and liberal interpretation so that the 
Dominion to a certain extent but within certain fixed limits, may be 
mistress in her own house as the provinces to a great extent, but within 
certain fixed limits, are mistress in theirs. The strict construction 
deemed proper in the case, for example, of a penal or. taxing statute 
or one passed to regulate the affairs of an English Parish, would be 
often subversive of Parliament’s real intent if applied to an Act passed 
to ensure the peace, order and good Government of British Qolony. 
Such Act should be on all occasions interpreted in a large, liberal and 


(1) <1887) 12 App. CawB, 676. 

(2) Punsrendr* Dev vs. Jc^ndra Dev, 64 C. L. J. 214. 

(3) (1930) App. Caaeg, 124. 
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comprehensive spirit, considering the magnitude of the object with 
which it purports to deal in very few words.” 

This principle of construction has been reiterated in two recent 
cases Iby the Privy Council, British Coal Corporation versus The King 
(1) and James versus Commonwealth of Australia (2). T.ord Wright in 
the latter case made it clear that some breadth of interpretive method is 
to be applied to a Constitution Act and observed as follows: “it is true 
that a Constitution must not be construed in any narrow and pedantic 
sense. The words used are necessarily general, and their full import 
and true meaning can often only be appreciated when considered, as 
the years go on, in relation to the viscissitudes of fact which from time 
to time emefge. It is not tliat the true meaning of the word changes 
but the changing circumstances illustrate and illuminate the full import 
of that meaning.” In the case of the British Coal Corporation versus 
the King, Lord Sankey laid down that “in interpreting a (u)nstilueni 
or organic Statute such as tlie Act (i.e., the British North America 
Act), that construction most beneficial to the widest possible amplitude 
of its powers must be adopted”. 

It isjua;»v’ well s<*ttled that the mere literal construction ought not to 
prevail if it is opposed to the intentions of the Ijegislature as apparent 
by the Statute; and if the words are sufficiently flexible to admit of some 
other construction by which that intention will be better ettectuated. 
that should be accepted in place of another which would defeat the very 
object of the Act, awl is repugnant or inconsistent with the rest of the 
Statute. 

• 

Jt is on these principles that one can try to find out what is the 
scope of the respective powers under the provisions of the Government 
of India Act. 

Aloney-lending being in the exclusively Provincial List, whoever 
does money-lending, bank, corporation or person must conic within the 
s(;ope of provincial legislation. Even though bank, corporation conn* 
within Federal subject, it means money-lending functions of these 
institutions (!ome within the competency of the Provincial JiCgislature. 
If promissory notes come within Federal List, it means all other matUu’S 
except tlfe element of money-lending are Federal while money-lending 
comes within the provinces. The object of the Act is not in any way 
defeated by such delimitation, On the other hand, if money-lending 
is not included, it defeats tlie obje^'t of the Statute in*providing immey- 
lending within tlie Provincial List, and corporations or banks would noi 
cease to function if m^ney-lending is controlled by the provinces. 

Let us assume, fot the sake of argument that money-lending by 
banks pr corporations is a federal subject while money-lending by 
others are provincial, subjects. It is well known that there are some 


(1) (1935) App. Casei, 500. 

(2) (1036) App. Cemm, 576. 
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persons, institutions and firms in this province, as elsewhere, which 
are corporations or call themselves banks, and dupposing the Provincial 
Legislature holds that they charge interests as high and extortionate 
rates of interest as some of the money-lenders, the provinces will have 
no control over their money-lending transactions. On the other hand 
the private money-lenders will immediately call themselves 
banks or form themselves into banks and corporations. The 
very purpose of the Constitution Act to empower Provincial 
Legislature to legislate on money-lending and money-lenders 
with their high interest rates will be stultified. In any case 
motley-lending will then be governed by two laws — banks and corpora- 
tions by the Federal, private monev-lenders by the Provincial and this 
will eventually lead to most disastrous and grave social consequences. 
That (!annot be the intention behind a great Constitution Act which 
provides utmost freedom to the Provinces whatever may be the nature 
of other safeguards and restrictions. 

It has been said that the word “regulation” in item is wide 
enough to include inoneN-hmding activities of banks and corporations 
and my attention has been drawn to a ruling of the Hon'ble ni«rl) 
Court of Calcutta reported in G4 C.L.J., page 212, where the Hon’ble 
High Court interpreted the words “to regulate”. It may be noted that 
this is a case arising out of the Government of India Act of 1919 and 
the Hon’ble High Court interpreted the word “regulating” in section 
80A, sub-clause (J) (c) (“regulating any Central aubject”) and section 
8()A, sub-clause (J) (/) (“regulating any Provincial subject”). 

Tile (luestion wdii(*h arose in that (‘ase was the power of Assam 
Legislature in jiassing the Bijni Sv(*cession Act of 1981 as to whether 
a legislature had power under the provisions of the Government of 
India Act of 1919 and to legislate on individual oases as a local ,'ind 
personal Act. 

The Hon’ble High Court in this case interpreted a different Act 
intended for a different purpose and the scheme of the Constitution 
was then fundamentally different from what it is to-day and as the 
High (h)urt in that very c:ase laid down that one of the leading rules 
of construction of a Statute is that among others, “they should be 
construed according to the intent” of the legislature whiidi passed it 
and in case of any doubt arising from the terms employed by the 
legislature, the court is “to call iiP aid the ground and the cause of 
making the Statute”. But the more appropriate decision on this sub- 
ject is what was raised in Canada where the Federal Legislature had 
the power to pass legislation on “regulation of trade and commerce” 
and the question was, whether this provision came into conflict with 
the specific powers of the J^rovincial Legislature in Canada (Steam 
Insurance Company of Canada versus Parsons) (1). In that case 


(1)7 Appeal Cases, 96. 
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the question was gone into by the Privy Council and it was 
held that though the words “Regulations of trade and coinnierce” 
in their unlimited sense are sufficiently wide, if uncontrolled 
by the context and (dher parts of the Act, to include every regulation 
of trade and commerce, “the words w'ere not used in this unlimited 
sense”. The collocation of subjects of national and provincial con- 
cerns affords an indit ation that in conferring this power on the Federal 
Legislature, it could not have been intended that powers i'xclusively 
assigned to Provincial Legislature should be absorbed in those given to 
the Federal TiCgislature. “It (*ould not have been the intention that a 
conflict should exist and in order to prevent such a result the twb 
sections must be read together, and the language of one interpreted, 
and where necessary, modified by that of the other” so that it may 
be “possible to arrive at a reasonable and ])raeti(‘al const ruction of the 
language of the section, so as to reconcile the respective powers they 
contain and give effect to all of them.” It is, therefore, necessary 
even if it be argued that the i)articular item in the present case bears 
one literal meaning that tli(‘ literal meaning of words should be read 
to restrict, if necessary, in order to afford scope for powers which are 
exclusivPtj^ given to tl^ Provincial Legislature, and it would be 
straining the e\j)ressions to their widest possible extent if it is held 
that the power to regulate vested in the Federal Legislation prohibits 
control of specific subjects by the provinces which is undoubtedly 
vested in them. 

In any case, as the Speaker of this Assembly, 1 am anxious that our 
rights and powers should not be a whit less than what we have. It would 
be dangerous tor the Speaker to throw out far-reaching provision of a very 
important Bill, unless be is tully sjflisfied, beyond any reasonable doubt, 
that the Bill is definitelv outside the scojie of our powers. Idiat can only 
be ^iltimately settled in a <'ourt of law where issues are argued and dis- 
cussed at length day after day, b\ eminent lawyers on both sides and 
from all points of view. The Speaker has not the advantagi* of bearing 
arguments on all the legal issues and technicalities. Discussions in 
Parliament are bound to be on piditical alignments and our rules of 
debates do not afford us opportunities to have discussions on any other 
plane, such as is necessary for a judicdal decision on such points. We 
must, therefore, go by a privm facie cas(‘ in our favour and the ultimate 
responsibility of law and its legal effect must be taken by those who are 
law^-makers. , * 

1 hold that we have a prnna facie case of legislative competency in 
our favour and this Assembly is competent to fegislate on mon^y- 
lending and to inctude banks, corporations or promissory notes in dealing 
with ftioney-lending and money-lenders. T hope, my views will not^ 
in any way be taken relating to the expediency or merits of the provi- 
sions of the Bill which is entirely for this House to decide. I may 
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also note that my reiiarks are only about the general aspects of the 
Bill, for there are probably some provisions in the Bill which look Us if 
we are trenching into jegions where we have no right to go, notably 
about the method of keeping accounts by banks. I am not satisfied 
yet in my own mind as to whether this is in order, but we may discuss 
this latei^, as specific issues, when these provisions will be taken into 
eonsideration. 

I may conclude by stating that after I had written this note of 
mine, I had an opportunity to go through a decision of the Madras 
High Court given only on the 7th February last on issues raised about 
the competency of a Provincial Legislature, a copy of which I received 
only last night. The Hon’blf Chief Justice of the Madras High Court 
in considering whether Madras Agricultural Relief Act was intra vires 
of a Provincial Legislature has also relied on most of the cases referred 
to in my note and has in addition referred to another case Channon 
versus Lower Mainland Dairy Products Board (1) in support. 
There is only one observation in the judgment of the Hon^ble 
High Court which is very pertinent for our present purpose, 
viz., “The power to deal with money-lending must carry, with it a 
power to limit the amount to be recovered by the money-lender.” I 
may conclude by stating that the Hon’ble Chief Justice in holding that 
the Madras Agriculturists Relief Act was intra vires of the Provincial 
Legislation observed as follows: — 

“The Court has, therefore, to look at the Madras Agriculturists 
Relief Act to see whether it is in substance within the express 
powers of the Provincial Legislature. If it is, it is not invali- 
dated because incidentally it may affect matters which are 
within the Federal field.” 

That ill a nutshell puts the case in favour of the Bengal Moi^y- 
Icnders Bill coming within the competency of the Provincial Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think Mr. Khaitan 
will now be sativsfied regarding the constitutional points he raised 
yesterday. After your masterly ruling on those points he rill new 
desist from raising those again in this House, I hope Mr. Khaitan will 
reserve all his activities in future for the Federal Court. Sir, it has 
l>een proposed that, the Select Committee report be recommitted. This 
piece of legislation — via., the Money-lenders Bill — ha?* been pending 
before this House for more than a year. At first it came before thie 
House in the shape of some private members’ bills. A large and 
representative Select Committee was appointed on thof.e Bills, and subse- 
,,quently they were dropped, and a comprehensive Government Bill 
was brought in and the Select Committee have now submitted their 


(1) 1938, App. Caw, 708. 
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report on that Oovemiheiit Bill. ‘After *tl^ sAnjiasion of 4.he report 
and a^ter the motipn for conaidenation, a^ain we are fare to fac'e with 
a proposal that the Select Committee report be recommitted^ Sir, 
what is the purpose that this recommittal motion ii ^p^n^ serve, 
unless the purpose be strain to incur an additional atnount Of expendi- 
ture and additional amount of labour. It C4in by no means b# expected 
, ^l^hat upon suc'li a momentous legislation in which such a lacge nninbeV 
of interests are involved there is a likelihood of unanimity. . Neither 
the Select Committee nor the House can jiussibly arrive at unanimity 
in this matter. Some persons, some i^roups, some interests have to 
fore^?o their elaims and have to adjust their claims aloiijj with jl|| 08 c 
of others. The principle which should ^uide this House in this matter 
is the principle of the frreatest j?(K)d to the ffreatest number. The 
House should see in what form the Bill is froinj? to niye ilw* greatest 
ffood to the greatest number. In this House a cry has been raised 
that the Bill is going to kill rural credit. Mr. Khaitnii lias termed 
it as a money-clioking bill and Mr. Wordsworth has also attacked it 
on the score that if this Bill be passed, all rural credit will die out. 

In this, connection, Sir, I would like to place some fa<d.s before the 
lionoural)Ie members, feong before the Money-lenders Art of 1933 
came into existem^e, long before the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act 
came into operation, credit dried up in our country; it dried up since 
the advent of the economic depression in the country in 1929 
when there was ^no Money-lenders Act, when there was no 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors A<d.. How will my friends explain 
that phenomenon y * To my mind the explanation is that the 
economic condition ol the country clmuged in such a manner that it 
became impossible for the debtor lo pay up his dues to the creditor; 
it became impossible for the money-lenders to expect the sairle amount 
of'^irofit which they got before. Sir, vast sums of money which the 
mahajaufi lent out in times of prosperity became hopelessly locked up. 
The muhajans <lespaired of any return from the debtors, and so they 
became disinclined to lend more. 

Sir, what 1 have said I can prove by citing facts. In times of 
acute distress in the years following the year 1929, people could get no 
money either from the vi/ihajam or from the banks and ever since 
they are not getting any loan for the same reason. Indeed, the 
mahajan cannot lend for the love, of lending. Money-lending transac- 
tions took place at a time when the commodities, e.g.^ jute, sold et 
Rs. 25 a maund and after the depression the price of jute went down 
to Rs. 3 per maund. It is quite futile, Sir, to exfJect that the people 
will he able to pay tl^ir debts in the same manner and with the same' 
facility as they used to do when the price of jute was Rs.^ 25. That ^ 
is the princ ipal reason, Sir, for which credit in the country has dried ' 
up. “ ; ' ’ 
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Sir, to* m>; mind, tie pf-oj^ositioti is ,iio| eo 'simple, “Banish the 
Money-ienders A^t”, “Banisi tie Bengal Agrieultutal Debtor^. Act” 
and the Country will overflow with the milk and honey of credit. If 
we like credii institutions to flourish again in the country, we must 
bring inon^y-lending gnd money-lenders within the limits of the condi- 
tions that prevail at the present time. The money-lenders must adapt 
‘fbemselvee, to the present conditions, /.e., they must not expect dhe 
same amount of profit as they did in pre-tlepression years. 

*Besi(les, Sir, the credit institutions that prevailed in the country 
took mo notice of the fact whether the sums lent were used for produc- 
tive purposes or for any other purpose. They only lent money; they 
Pnly cared for t heir own profit. That sort of credit will not do any 
good ,to the country in future. For the future, we must regulate 
credit in sucli a manner that the loans which are advanced are advanced 
strictly for jnoductive proposes and that they are not frittered away 
in any other activities. 

The next point, Sir, which has been pressed by Mr. Khaitan is that 
this Money-lenders Bill will deal a deathblow to the trade and com- 
merce in the country. 1 may say, Sir, for his edification that even 
in the circumstances and state of all'airs whh'h are prevailing at the 
present moment many of Mr. Khaitan’s own eountry-meu had to lose 
their trade and commerce and became almost heggers. Tempted by high 
profits and rates of interest they invested all they had in money-lend- 
ing. They gave up their cloth shops and other businesses in order t,o 
lend money, and fatten overnight, thereby. In the end, Sir. the money 
became locked up, and the\ wtoe face to face with an imjmssible situa- 
tion. They lost both their trade and capital. 1 should like to say to 
Mr. Khaitan that in supporting this Hill we aic actuated by a desire 
to giv(* relief even to those Marwari gentlemen 4bies of “Hear, hear” 
from (\)alition benches) who have been put in to this miserable pl/si- 
tioii. This Money-lenders Bill, far from destroying trade and com- 
merce and drying up credit in the country, will facilitate the flow of 
credit and promote trade and industry in tlie country because it would 
adjust money-lending to the })re.sent economic condition of the country. 
(Cries of “Hear, liear" from Congress benches.) 

vSir, as regards tlie motion of reeommital, I would request the 
honourable member not to j)ress it. Let us consider the Bill in the 
House. The thing is before us; it is still in the furnace. Everyone 
of us has got the liberty of hammering it into proper shape, I would 
appeal to honourable members not to indulge in delaying tactics. 

With tht'se few words. Sir, I support the motion for consideration. 

MAULVI RAJIBUDDIM TARAFDAR ; at Money-lenders 
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^ ^^Rtswrtr S nf»ig iJitcf »n1^- 

t*iHi>ifn N ^ ^ nw 501 «nto 5f emit wi a 

“^^^rror* ^ vttoto af9r tf t «jH>ni wa;:ro 

cwri a^ 5=^ a*OF m otrar nfiri Wet mm ototcf 

5k *nk-oreOT^ ka «(Tto atw at croa anir anar ajf * akanr aia 
• arori ak lar a^iyr akna 5a era a a*ac *5 am aaar al ^ am ca 
JFTaa ®nk5e am eiar arwa mr am? aamHail lata srt anrt 
fa 5T? a^ km srake ka(w,k arata .money-lendep«T ta aaw aj qw 
carra aca am elarar ak aVka ara ma araareara, faar e aarara aw aw 
kalf^ areataa m" aa§: ^ia$; carra m km er^aca am -sie a^ ^«Ca;:ea 
carca C5l>r war arra calJr oe a;fl^ea war mr ari mr aa; to wa 
kmwa mta aaa rana a*T^;c^ carrakraa ca a;;wa a^ a^. fa 
555^ arrae a^ «fm carare arup ki eiarar kala a?rta -im afakrowa 
afaara a^ara kw e*rwa aaraa/ai aaa aca ataiw afaait arsr artaaata 
Government ki?Ta kcABHi akar kalk^ arfera aar afaara oar ka 
arkama ca^ ^ar^ kaka acaaa aeark a^ racacai ark ak ataar 
kca aamawa ^ara" acaaark a;*u 5ca, era ark aka ^ar miraa 
arrar ^ara^ ar5; to aarra « afetoi mrar aa^to c«tc^ farsrar aarra mrta 
«na^ camai araa ar^k, kak, aa^a, ^arara wrae aa-i Mirada 
aattJ; ararar ci^ae aamawa a^aa cara^ ara a^ ara ait eaa wtraa ^arar 
areroa ca^ aaas ^arat^ iS’ara ^Rtra swr cp$t a^rewi 

^Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned for fifteen 
iniiiutes for player. 

MAULVi RAJIBUDOIN TARAFDAR : Adjournment >l|D «lt>ltC7 

C^»IC« CfC’W! 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I must iHiw adjourn the House for 
prayer. 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 


{After adjournmerU.) 

MAULVI RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: a*raT money-lending business 
55 raa, a^ aaka c^rraa area'caa aar aaara araw saar i aroaaaa 
akr it ai ^ ^^rara ama ^*vm cnarraa aarar "to; aaara arar;:^ 

ar 1 k^ mr « alka^ cairaria i mr aiMkar^ caraa tot# 

•siaT siraara C5^ raamai catorr me maa raraa^flkr^ ar»m aaaia 
Biar 4^ aaiBRl ^ar^caa amr to cfcm! ♦ibwa war aw a^ TOaa 
arear ^ arrar m fan? ^ rata araa maa at: ajkaw ®na ala;;n aait 
511 ara? aja akpr, arwa to« ci&r aiiy kra aar aw cak raa «w 
TO5W ma, caSr S^cis arrY caUirY to aiP? araca racar taev anar aii 
«rwiial>r aaa to 5 ;;^« ar^ ar ra&TTY k wra? afacro mrY ato 
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HIThC* TOT TO fSC? ^ money- 
lenders ^ 8RTe C^TOKfl «(T5iC?F TOTOC^F TOU 

w *WTO t^rcuci Cf^ cp^«T< TO ^1 TO«t sKiTOir ac&T 
WTOTR C*ITO TO ^TO CTO? CTOC«?l «ntC?? TOT TOT? 

C*n?«H*tfTO ?*? TO?T? <T?TO CTOTOl ?TTf? ^jj’tTTOl? TOf?CTOC?? TOT 

WlC«lT^ ?f*T CHSIC^ ^ ?f3l?T ??T ?? TOC5T TOTTO C?Ri;C^ TO C? 
Money-lending Bill l>TC^ cjltC? nf?«W TOT? C? CTOTO C^ 

«sFTO ??i TOn ?;;<TPTO? ??;*to? nlc^ t^r? fro c«Te?r croro— ** Select 
Committee *’ TO TO CTO C«T«?T TOCf “TO^;”! C^T^ CTO? TO;;C? ^TOT? 

?>n’ e CTO ctotoI? tor c^rtn' ^r? ?rc^i c? «(^toc? 

d ' ¥TTf?CWr?fT> TOCf? C^ TOC^T^ C?RT TO JR^TR TOT? ^ tC? T?gl 
®*TO ??TO iSRT — TO«T C^R^T? CRTHTOI ?rTO? ?T^ ?R®T TOTTO ?r5n‘ 

?rRRTO <H<in<pK<^ cirro CTO n'lTTO ^ c^FTc? frotoi ^?rc^ cro? 

TOT?? HTTO? TOTO^ ?1TOT TO TO I C?^ TOTRC?? afOTTT?? «RT « ?*telC«» 
iSRT? TOT?- 5RT ??7TR TOT? [»t?lf 1 TOR ?TTO?T ??tTO? CTO TO^T 

c«at?c^T^«i I . TO ?Fr«Tt TOT ^ ?Tc??Tc? f?c?toi ? 7 TPTO? ^^?T??^n’l fro^ 
^f?tt5? CTO? to;!R ?f? TO ?f??;;«f ?;c?? s[ti5»^R'»tJfii ?r otto ?to^ 
^f?tt)C^ CTO ?TO^ C?T?1 to ?R ?TI ??ttR TOT CTO TO?Tf*T 

f??;t?Ty cTO?ta ?;;c«n? e to? ?T!5r ^to? tor cr^ wc?f?<^ btt^ 

Select Cx)mmittee ?5R5 ?TO?R? TO?Tt*t ?T?tn? toT* ^«TR ?T®iT 

2[M^ ^T?Co ?TC? OT’TO Select C/ommittee C^ C?^ C?T?1 CTOCT5 ?TC? ?Tl 
TO frot ?T?T ^FtTOC? OT?T ^TO^TTOTC? ?TR « ?;;TO[TOT 

Mr. J ATI NORA NATH BA8U: 1 nuppoit iKe motion for iwinn- 
luitial of the Bill to the Select (Committee. Recommittal becomes 
necessary only when a Bill is so altered by tin* Select Oonimittee as to 
make it a dilTerent measure from what was originally intended. Th(‘ 
Bill that was ])resenl(*d to this IIoum' ex<*luded from its operations 
banks, insurance (xmij)anies, commercial transactions as also certain 
other matters. But tlie Seleet (V)niniittep has introduced provisions 
which make a vital change in the constitution of the Bill. 

1 desire to point out that the ol)je(*t of the Government, when they 
excluded banks and like institutions tiom the (►peratious of the Bill, 
was that the eeonomie operations and economic progress of the province 
mi gilt not he interfered wdth. • 

Take the ease of hanks: 1 am not going into the (‘onstitutional 
question which has been dealt with by your ruling. The banks, as we 
all know, supply 'the finanee for oui* import and expor,t trade. We in 
Bengal rely to a great extent on our jute which we export. We want 
the money that wp can get by exporting our jute. When the jute is 
exported, on tlie security of the bill of lading the exporter gets a 
certain percentage of the price, say, about 75 or 80 per cent, apd that 
money flows into the hands ultimately of the cultivators. If banks 
are brought within the operations of the Bill, then the money which 
the banks will be in a position to advance will not be forthcoiking, 
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because you are allowing under the provisions of this Bill, claims 
to remain outstanding for a period of ten years and even if 
you obtain a decree, you cannot realise your claim by the execu- 
tion of the decree. We should further remember that banks can 
offer this privilege to the growers and to the traders because they 
find the money from people who have current awouiits and who have 
deposits. We all know that current accounts are payable on demand 
and deposits are mostly deposits the term of which df>e8 not exceed a 
year, sometimes they are for thi-ee months and sometimes for six 
months. Unless the banks arc in a position to pay money held on 
current account's on demand and these short-term dep<isit8 as soon as they 
mature, no bank will have any money and the result will be that (he 
public will not have the facility of exporting their jute. The jute will 
rot here and the growers of the produce will be without the money 
value of their produce. There will be no use for this produce and H 
will be useless. If you interfere with the bank operations by enacting 
the provisions of this Hill, you injure the assets of the province 

The same is the case with insurance companii's. If I have a j>aicel 
of jute ■’tlT'be sent from i^irajganj t(» Calcutta. I instire it, because on 
the way the jut(‘ is likely to be destroyed by fire. If you d(» not 
exclude insurance compani(*s from the f)peration of this Hill, a huge 
part of the assets of tin* iTisurance companies Tiiay bcMoine bs'kod up 
by the operations of (his Act, so that when I, the poor cultivator, 
despatch my jute fl’om the mufassil station eitlier to the exporting 
mokam or tp Calcutta, ‘and present my (daim to the insurance companies, 
in the event of loss, they will say: “Wait, our money is lo<‘ked up 
and we cannot get our money irmnediately.” Tn that way it is the 
cultivator that will suffer. 

Take life insurance. No doubt the new Insurance Act that will 
shortly come into force, requires that a large part of the money of tlie 
insurance companies will have to be invested in gilt-edged securities. 
But there will also remain a large part which will be invested other- 
wise. Why should those investments be obstructed by the processes 
o/ this Bill? You insure your life, and the policy matures either by 
death or by the expiry of the term of insurance. But when you present 
your claim to the insuranr^e company, they will say that their resources 
are locked up Ijy the operations fff this Act and th5 persons to whom 
they Ifent money had applied for deferring payments for ten or twenty 
years. In that way payment will be deferred, whjle the poor widow 
and the little children for whose benefit the insurance was effected will 
starve. 

Then as regards the application of this Act to provident funds. 
Thjpe who have any experience as employers, for instance on school 
23A 
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committees know that at every meeting of the school committees teachers 
come to you for loans and those provident funds will have to be regis- 
tered as money-lenders ;(-^therwi8e they cannot advance money, and the 
money in their hands will not be available at a low rate of interest as 
it was intended to be. 

Now take the case, of co-operative societies to which Mr. Wordswojili 
has referred. Yoti must remember that at the present stage the work 
of the co-operative movement in this province depends to a very great 
extent on depositors’ money. More than 90 per cent, of the money 
of these societies come not fi-om shares but from deposits from out- 
siders and if you apply this A(d to loans by co-operative societies which 
are at a comparatively lower rate of interesf than those by ordinary 
vwhajans, 'then you score away the sources from which the assets of 
the co-operative soedeties are derived. I have some experience of 
co-operative banks, because I preceded Mr. Wordsw'orth in tlie office 
which he now occupies. The Provincial Bank, which has nearly t]ire(‘ 
crores of Tupees, has spread a large ])ari of its money all over ilie pro- 
vince, buf whefi (lie lime comes for paymeni, everybody says* 4 k*. cannot 
pay. T attended some meetings of co-operative banks. In a particular 
district, a meeting was held in which n?presentatives of nearly 750 co- 
operative so(deties were present. They thought that the provincial 
co-operative bank at the apex only existed to find money which had 
probably dropped from heaven for them and which money need not be 
returned. Now the Provincial Bank here has <to obtain deposits in 
competition with nearly 50 other banks in the metropolis and any day 
when the Provincial Bank cannot pa^- back its deposits on the due date, 
its depositors will go away to other banks in the metropolis and the Pro- 
vincial Bank will be absolutely without any means to help agriculjjire 
or anything else in tin* province. That should be remembered. If you 
include co-operative societies within the purview of this Bill, you will 
prevent prompt realisation of moneys by these societies, societies which 
the Ijegislature has set up for the benefit of the people to enable them 
to obtain money at comparatively cheap rates but by this Bill when 
a co-operative society seeks to recover money, the society wilT have to 
wait for 15 years. But its depositors won’t wait 15 years. The 
deposits are only for three months, six months or at the most a year. 
After that the money will have to be repaid. What ha^jpens'^ Nobody 
comes back to redeposit his moneys with such an institution. Yon are- 
thereb.y, if you include these institutions within the operation of this 
Act, injuring your own people, preventing people from having the 
facilities which these societies offer. I therefore, Sfr, think that the 
alterations made in the Select Committee have gone against the inten- 
tions of the Government. The Government excluded these institutions 
in ohler, to keep the facilities which the ordinary economic operations 
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of this province and our general economic advancement from the lowest 
to the highest grade require. That has been taken away by the 
alterations that have been made. T therefore support the amendment. 


Mr. R. B. WHITEHEAD: Mr. S])eaker, Sir, 1 rise to support the 
motion moved formally by Mr. Millar. I speak, Sir, with considerable 
diffidence after all that has been said by experienced speakers and 
commercial men and I can only speak as an ordinary businessman. 
Mr. Khaitan, apart from dealing with the powers of this Provincial 
Legislature, which you, Sir, dealt with so illuminatingly, put forward 
points which must bear very <‘onsiderable weight with all tluise wlu) 
have to deal with business <*onceins. He spoke of the complete chok- 
ing of the rivers of credit in this province. Mr. Wordsworth also 
dealt with (/O-operative Hanking as has Mr. Hasti and made clear to 
us at least what he thinks will be the effect of the HiH a«‘it has cpme 
to us from th(‘ Select (Joinmittee. We have heard points of victv 
different from those of Mr. Wordsworth’s on the same subject: Hut 
1 think most of us are inclined to agree that his wide knowledge of it 
and his extensive knowledge of tlie country and countryside and the 
conditions existing in the villages amongst the agriculturists must 
hear weight with all of us. Yesterday, Sir, when the honourable 
member from ('ox’s Hazar declared modestly that be was bardly 
capable of f(»ll(>wing such speakers as Mr. Kbaitan and Mr. W«)rdsw()rtli, 
hS went on very elrttjuently to describe the TTtoj)ia in which no int»*rcsl 
at all was paid on any money lent. Sir, I would liken him, if T may, 
to the young man who took a pink j)ill to turn liis dreams into 
tecbnicolour films. , 

While M.r. Wordsworth was speaking yesterday, Maulvi Ahu 
Ild^^ain Sarkar asked why we did not go straight away to vt.ie with 
the (L)vernmpiit. Honourable members are aware that my party’s 
position, the European Party’s position, has been very clearly stated 
many times on the fl(K>r of the House. We hold ourselves free to 
assist in fostering legislation which we feel is for the general good 
of the p/ovince. Equally, we hold ourselves quite free, to oppose such 
legislation as we do not think g(K>d for the province. We are not 
oppose<l to legislation for the regulation of money-lending. We arc 
willing to support further legislation which is properly applif^ahle to 
rui«al areas. Rut the present I«ll, Sir, iw it has ’emerged from the 
Seled: Committee, appears to us almost entirely objectionable. It has 
brought in commercial loans and loans advanced hy^ banks, co-operative 
societies and insyranee scudeties within the scope of the Bill. The 
proposals to give retrospective effect to the reduction of rates of interest 
and to other provisions of the Bill are more than unfair, and visualise 
destruction of dues which have already accrued under the ordinary 
cowmercial procedure of to-day. Unless, Sir, we receive definite 
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assurances on the floor of this House that Government will move 
amendments dealing with the features which we consider objectionable 
and will assure us thatrthe other points which we have raised will be 
the subject of favourable negotiations, we should feel ourselves unable 
to vote in favour of this Bill. I therefore support the amendment of 
Mr. Millar. 

Babll K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not 
like to enter into the labyrinths of discussion as to whether this 
Legislature has got any authority to legislate over this matter of 
money-lending or whether this Government is required to have 
previous sanction from the Governor-General. I am not going to do 
that. Simply I ask Mr. Khaitan whether this provincial autonomy 
of ours is an improvement on former bureaucratic India Act. 1 
seriously ask Mr. Khaitan whether this provincial autonomy of ours is 
a real and tangible gift to India or to Bengal; then we must have 
some improvement over the former Act. 


Sir, in the former Act the provinces were given the power to legis- 
late over these matters of money-lending, and tlie fonner bureaucratic 
Government passed the Usurious Loans A(d, the Money-lenders Act, 
and the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. Bui, Sir, Mr. Khaitan was 
telling us, shownig all these books in volumes from the archives of 
his pre(‘iou8 library, that this Government has no authority to legislate 
over this money-lending business. If that be so, rtien I ask Mr. Khaitan 
to throw all those books into the Ganges or into the Bay of Bengal, or 
if that is not sufficient, deeper still into the Indian Ocean. If this 
provincial autonomy is a real thing, then it must be worked and worked 
for the benefit of the people of the province. I must ask Mr. Khu^an 
whether the principle of davidupat, which we have entered in this Bill, 
is a real one. He must know what is the meaning of dmidupat, he 
being the son of a Hindu. He must remember that damdupat is a 
very old thing in the Hindu Law and that it was entered in our legis- 
lative enactment of 1930, viz., the Usurious lioans Act, and subse- 
quently in the Money-lenders Act of 1933, although that has not been 
properly but restrictively applied. Sir, we tried in the Select Com- 
mittee to make it clear in the Bill so that this principle of damdnipat 
might be properly applied in its restricted sense. Lfamdapat under 
the Hindu Law means not more than double the principal amount in 
any case, and we have tried our best that the total amount should in 
no case exceed what is provided for in the system of damdupat. We 
have not introduced anything in the Select Committee that is new or 
injurious to the country. We have only reintroduced an old system 
based on the ancient Hindu principle of damdvjxit and I submit. Sir, 
that we have done nothing wrong. ^ 
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Sir, as regards the rate of interest and alwut payment by instal- 
ments without interest, the law courts are already giving decrees though 
not unfrequently on all these points. My friend Mr. Khaitan could have 
objected to the provisions in the old Money-lenders Act when it was 
being passed in this House. Hut, Sir, he did not do that. He did not 
shed crocodile tears at that time for the good of the peoi)le. Why, 
then, has he now come with all his force and his hooks to prove that 
this Government has got no iM)wer to do this. But now that you, Sir, 
have given your ruling on that point, namely, that this Provim'ial 
Legislature has got juiwer t4> legislate over the husiiu'ss of money- 
lending, 1 hope my fiiend will lest satisfied. 

Then, Sir, about tin* point raised by Mr. Khaitan that the peoi)le 
will ntyt. get credit li tliis Hill he passed into law, I must say that 
Mr. Khaitan of all persons should not shed < rocodile tears for the good 
of the peo]de wdiom he is going to kill. Sir, the people have outlived 
the economic depression for seven or (dglit yeais; they liave not already 
died, and they will from now onwards work with this satisfaction tliat 
in future they will not have to pay any debt to the mahajan. If thev 
have outlived those dark days of economic depri‘ssion, thc'y will c<‘rjain- 
ly live somehow or other in future. Mr. Khaitan says that if you pasN 
this law, these jieople — these “ferocious tigers” — will (‘ome out and 
take the iilace of the tame "horst's” of his. 'hhis nuninds m«‘ of a 
Bengali [ooverb — 

• ^ triR 

Sir, these ^t^’s, these ferocious tigers, are out to do their duty 

and to show" (hat they are in their proper element; they just demand 
theif own right and that they must have at any cost. They do not 
care wdiether they live or die, but they must have their pound of flesh. 

Sir, Mr. Khaitan need not be afraid of these tigers, but he must 
give them what is their due and wliat they are juivileged to have. 
That is what we want. We must know^ Ihai we arc here to live and 
not to die. If money-lenders are afraid of investing their money in 
loans, lei them invest their money in <*omiiierce, tradi* and industries 
for tlie good of the country and prosperity of its peojile. But let iiiem 
not make the peojile poorer by their own hankering activities. Sii’, il 
they continue in this way the mon^y-lcnders will driv** us to Bolshevism 
or (yommunism where there is no money, no money-lender — all work 
but no starvation. And if my friends are afraid of these things, they 
should* know that the people must live and must ha\Ii something to eat. 
Sir, our motto is* that these tigers must live somehow or other, and 
they must have their daily prey to live upon. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resumed ^ 
his 4ieat.) 
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Maulvi MD, MOZAMMEL HUQ: 

wtm, wms 3p«(;;a*r tm «(tc^ 

Ministry ^ ^ m, C(r5 ^CST^ft ^TOT- 

«q;f5r« ^ ^ ^1K?[ wnto «(R^ — ea^ Ministry sir TO ^nt, 

<5TO yROtir trr«l TOTTO Ministry ^ Bengal 

Tenancy (Amendment) Act ^ crri^l ^ ^flirsrr 

^ ^ w\TO 3FT?iir ftnrniri, tot CK»w T THnn m^\ 

'iliKC*‘W *WrR^*l 4WC*R[ SSil <5^ *(Ib^CH<l CRJUFlir 

TOT« yiTOl mm\ «OT5tor[ btoto ^tot wi ^ 

*TO 5[rt, ^TOT afwiw^ 5Ry Bnfyrirtoi 

^TO IJtRTO l>;«^;cc TO ^1 OTWH WfCHC’t) 

?[raiT, *TOtT^, <T*{4 q *(5i «fi\5T'M4i f^i cywrc^ 

afct^^Rtr bj<?cb a[t<b ^ \ r<f*^ '*\e''fcH'ij 

afbf^b 5«TO, aiFaW? StSOTO ^n. ^ ?RT? SRT Bengal Tenancy 

(Amendment) Act ’fP^ 4tai a?l1^ SIM e TOTO^ ^ 

Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill ^ ®irWr« eiTf^TO^l 

TO f?5ll>T?[ TOC^ -flb&T tTORT ^ cpTiRT Select Committee C\5 

TO l^b ^ CTO? SOI^I TO (5^ TOCT 08fi5‘ fTO Select 

Committee ^?r CTOTO, a?! 5WH> ?P^rU5 ypp2[ ?C«T? yRfST aj^C^RI 

CTO^ Select Committee C15 5eTO Jt^C^ra TO I <5^ 

?!TOT ^ CTOTO W Wl m5l? CTOt ^ TO CTOCf I TO f«M 

|tC TO^STO f«(TO« aJPK? CTO? f¥CST?l dl^ ?l? *R^ <3?^ 

C[f «nt? ?T?TO*t TO^lTOl I M? ?^ ^ TOpTO^ TOiTO? RJTO <a?^ 

TOT? ?^ c?TCTO? fm ci5t?«^t’1? ?y?TOta? totIt i 

f*C ^^(TO Money-lenders ?T ?TOTO? TO(^ ?TO- 8PTT ?bi?T cTOl? *lffC7 
Tf5T, C5^ « 81^ frot <*[HtiJcb <?U?iCMi c? » r ? i ^1? aTciTKf? 

?*ncT?T fro^ <prHT15cb froi?, b*T?r?T y^fci^t laTOna f?; ^KTO?? 4 tc?'i ?T?r 
fHilCMl C^ltiSRT Money-lenders ?T ?TOTO? TO ®T55 t ?^ ?^Cb 

TO? ?iti *TORTO aiSTO PCT? TOsc?? cron 5?f??TC?i f?: ?«(to iijjro 

?fTO ?f8lHC?H — Government Money-lenders Bill &rc^ CTOT?7®f 

JR[Tt?rf?C8R, Select Committee ^ CTOT^TC^F <a^ ferocious tiger 6. 

nf?*ro 4 T??ic?hi «iTf? ?f8i?— !?8ti5Ri? f?^ ?tks ^p?t?« ?c«r^ to«t 

?f??rCfl Money-lenders ?r TO5R SWC? ?<R <flC?C^ 5 T;;c?? TO?r? TO*H 
3Ff??ltl8T, WT C5TTTO? TO? m ?Min' (>T5Fr TO f??Tf?«ll TOTO TOITO 
TOUT i^Fr « yr??? «t?t toto? ^rof? fw>T?p^1 yi? tr?; fsffl iFf??r 

[•<811 H ^f??r 8Tto frorcfi ^rrf? ctott? <a<p»n ?Frf?i ch ^ ?^c4 

TOT TO twtol TO TO ftST TO 5T^I WT CyT^ CTO CyT TOT 
?r TO TO *Tf?CTO ' ^f?C'5 TO? TOT? ?$P5 ^ ^fTO C?«?r ?t8[ I 

al?7*T SKmc ?tTO ??8T ^p?Tt?r compound interest ?r RF?^ TO? yT;;c?? yiyr ^ 
cTOtl>? [?^ TOT? 5?t??r ?*t pt^cst? to $tto toto ^ ?tor I?¥ f??1? 

« f?? 7 TTi f?mi TORT? 5 tto yT»Tf? TO? ?f??rcf a?^ cyit f???[g? yT«?r^ ch 

TOT? f?# ??<* ’ff?C^ lyiTO- CTO 5fC? ?Ttl 15?? ^ ??nR? ?;[?C^ TO? ?Tt 
c? c?c?? TOTOT a?7T 'tUW? a?^ arc?!?^ y?T??-*rTyir?? tot TO?r c?c?? 

??;; asTT-???! yrsr acHK?Tc^ shrt? frorc?' ^it? to;? a??? tot 

??-fnTO “yrrt?^’ ca?1? ?torc?? ^ PTtror ?f??r tor?? tot? 
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fw mim ^ ^ snj srii fw>sratr 
f^\ m m fm c^f«c4' «i?: toh ^ ^ s 

f^aRjj^o? *if?®[ ^ ^ ^ ^ c(f^l 6 

mx toRT ^'t^nrr asmus m sr *Rr8R 

«(TCTR, ^Trar er^T, « «RTRT «ITf5t «ntTO Money- 

lending ^ 5l<fl STR^ <KHI ^UrT miHUl ’I'fTO ^ 10 ®r5 

5wra sfIwcri tot aiw <5 r»to tor >^Tri> ^ 

01^14 M?e 1 OTT ^ro*n5 csro? r f®$T to to Bcf^i 

S f3R5 toIt OTTra 51 ^ 4 ‘TO 0RT[H*lt4 iiiC^IRTR TOR 

*eW^ ^tw ffRIIi;, iSTTO ^TOT TOl >a^y?TO <3^; aro Money-lender 

^ 5RT^TO?r TO «ni!R^f5iTO TO (RT M1 5*f CHC ^?[ TOO 

IL4K TORT tro ^ I b3R^fR ®rteR RRT ^TOT <£10^1 «t RTTOf^TTOF fTO 

«3CTOR TOSTO "t/TT 4UUi TnUlt^ I ®(TTOfv{r TOR*\?r aro^TT TOTO CTOR 
«R^ TO?F:H'< To? ®RT Bill ®(Tf??TfTOR. TORT fof? RTO TOTORfl 
fof? i£ 105T ^f??rr W^R^h C? ?TOR^*T <(T014< f?0t> OTTOTR SWO IjPOT? 

iSTOR c^*n tR05 arfro; ?t i [4"^ srrtsi^ brt »£i<R ctot? 4 *r 

^TOi atr^TOw: c? wi tar? w{ 4TTO6 TO i utR efTOiT al 

*(TOR^ aT,TO<? fror tot ottoo ctot? coto <*iTbto 

aTf?C?l CTO- SiTO 'TOR TOJTTOl TO; fm f<(OR TOsITOTO— OTTO^ 
ferocious tiger fr<3. TO?*af?«T0 4?r 5tTOi:i «?r C? TOl? TOt> OTTO 

c?ci? ?TORl 4T?TO »i;;c:2i srro fro? cro? f^iSTf^ro cwnrois 

5(0 t??1? CTOt?T ^T?T TOR 4?R W flTta TOTS? 40 CTO^? 

foc^TOI 4f??r OTTO TOTO 4lwr aro iFf4? 4f??n: rrfo?r froc?, 
C^*f?TO TOR to; ^4?R« fb?!iT 4f??nTO f4? OT 4t?TO C4?? CTTOT 
TO»t d(<R TO f4^^: «nt4C0 arc? ?ti ’ro'froj fwr, o«r 

»£l «(TOr to*, a«R TOTTO Provincial Autonomy ?r SlCMito RRO-TOTO 
TOC4 CKC*R C*rT0?1? '5(TOT ^a^fTO? 5RT TO 8nt4C0 aiR ?n TOiirr WTO 

RTT4TO a«R rroto otot ?o 'TO? 4l?co 5?. 4toi «ro<w*<) w 
TOR to; f?; TOrro 4 too <£i4fi> ctot tortfro, otto to«t ?oto( 
?0«tT»(C^ ilTO b"^^'WT WJ.\ toj TOTTO WTTO TO? *TOT TOl TO?r 
WC*R TOTO? afoW? — b^'!\5*S0 4tlRr OTTOR ®lf50 <‘((R ^?4R StRltHfl TO!1 
TO?r ?<R wtott?; hic^rrI f?; ?<(ot? o 404 4tcaa cro? ?o<- 

C^Ti^TTO TO TOTTO TOT ^TTTO 4toTO, OTO TO?r section 

4r TOT?;f4C4 4t??[T ferocious tiger ?T toa TOS af?«tO 4toTtf 

W 5(TORl TOTO tot 4T?tot TOIi^R TO WTC4 

^Wto ^ 4to tor f??ra 5 f?4-aTO <no4t??c4 ^ 4to!y TOti «(to 

^TOT serf? W money-lending ?T ^TOT CTOTO fTT^T WTO >(C4T TO? 

toRTfaro btoo arw ?ri tot *(toto R4ri f4^ ottoto 

W»(C4 «5??0TW TO?? 4f?RTW — £l??OTW WTO W^'OTO;? f?4W? ?M *?T? 
4tow: C? «(T??r wro ?»?TO WT^4 ferocious tiger ?r tol TOI 
?too 4f?Ko ?r?T ?5?Tt?i ^5110 Wordsworth (fsc ?Tf? ^feo ntw 

-7^ ?TW1* fbt? f?TO 5tC0 «(Ttor W?[W? WC«R TOTO 8 t; 1M 

«tor H& c?Tt>T 4f?nrr ottor hiUwr 5 to— ?;:to J??? toIMSt 4tor troto 
?^W *nW? 1 r4*'j ®IT??T ®(T?TW? WWR C8TT4W? 4flC0 inf?W, 

oiTOR TO?T 5? (>;t^ ertor ?tor ?Tto 4tor to, ?? 0 <c^? 4to» iw 
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hiIH '0*1^41 tiger 41 ^TTS 4144111., H4414 

44 C5C4G 4iJ 445T 414^0 !^C4 1 H1H<C4 HlT4C0 441KRR4 444T4 — 

«W«fOT?4 OT^P4r4r OT»I4 m BifHH54T4l HH4t«lC4 4141 

4to 4ri ^4ITO 4r 4Tf4C4 m f4\C0^ rrf^ 4ri 444T4 C4ra' 

4»TO4 «RT 4ir 44TRTO-46 BTTOIT 4f4«ro 4f44l Sir P. C. Roy 4<te 

®(Tr4^ 4f5T4rC44 C4 f4C4*rt 44 — f4C4*T^ C4T4f44C4 <1*^141 f45Tt515 

441 f4C4*rt4T 4MH1 4rf®l®T 4f44T 4C4*t f4OT‘( C4(i51 c^lul &T4T 81^41 

4to <34 44 514 ^\ 4Tfs( 5<R 4f44TlT[4R, f<W<t4r 444 4Tl44Tlf, 

4T4, Wte t<bl4l41 1 ( Laughter ) ?4^ dltR C4f4CI3(fi: [<CK*l*l U4l44l 

f4 444 ferociouH 4r f4^a 4T4T144 C4C44 fH4ia4 C4r4f44C4 <344 
4Rl})j^4l 544 4T4C5C4I C44lS[4T4 ^(5R 44T44 <34114 4Tf44r <3C4TO &T4T <4r4T 
f4 444 f44T? :4t4 f4<r4 4f44TI44, 4rCi5T4r4l 6 5T1^ 4*3414 <sm>^ C4lt>1 

C4Ttn l>T4T C4r44 4f44T 4t4r f44;;4 f44T^ i?"<4"l4l4*l 4I4TC4 5141 4r4f4 5TI441 
^ f4I4 4*54 4t4T:f? 3^ 4f45 C44C4 C4T44 4f44Tt f4OT*t ^4T^, 4rofT4r4^ 

34^ 510)41 4*3414 35&T S4f5 4f4C5 444* l44lci I f4^ ®ITf4 5T4Tf44C4 warn- 
ing 4r 4R4r4 4f44r f4C15f«: C4, 3446 4f4 BIT41IH4 5T4T4T ®1T4TC44 C4TO 
4»44544 4K4^ TORT 4T 4t44r C4T4 444 CTO4T4 4R4, TOT 4tC8T TO4T 

344 ^TO «144*44 4f44, TOR TO TOlt4TO TOTR4 3^ C44 5f5RT 4ltC5 

4T44l4 45r4;;4T 4RT44 C4t44 CTOR 0(414 4Tf‘55T4;;«f 4;fST^ ?44T C4T44T 
4f44T ?44TZ:f4 C4 4*4^^ «{T44r «11H[CK4 C4TO 4»TO4 5i4T C4 CTO ent4 
TO 4T4C5 4rf44l 5lt 4?5[C5t4, t4C4*rlH4 4«4CTO TOK44 TO4 4^ 4t45T 

4T 6lTO 34^ 4;;4^^ R5R 4r 448ir^C3, «1T44T 4lSI^ 4«4l4 4T4Rr 4f4TO “f4iTOl 
f45Tvf<t «(T^4” TO 4fOT TO(tTO4 3C44 4^C5 5Ti^Tt4T f44l 

t45 6416^46414^ HK44 3CHC4 4jC44 4T44TC44 34^ o btf 4 ^*4 4^[C44 4TC?I4^ 

4TO4*5 4f4C5 31444 ?Ff4CTO4l UTlTOt C4C44 f4*4f44TT5 41? ^ 

4f5TO44 : — Neither a vender nor a borrower *’ 014^? 

“i>T^ 4T4 f4C46 4r 344r ^144 414 f4C46 4rr' TO f4: 6415^6414^ TOR 
5^4C«54 CTO 4l4T TO1C44 C4C44 CtoHw^ ^T4T 4T4 C464r4 ©[4T 35 C5^ 
35 2P44 ^Ff4C5C44 1 ®fT44r ®IT4 4r4 TO 47 1 5(4*1 414 f4C5 4tC4 3C44 

5114 4^447 t447 TO4 414 4^47 f447 ^51C'5 TOT 474 f^l TOT 47C44 4; ; ^4l 
TO <at5C4 471 

(At tliis stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
think that Mr. Wordsworth deserves our thanks in some measure for 
having coated a very bitter ])ill with somewliut sweetened anecdotes, 
for I desire to assure Mr. Wordswo«ftli and his fellow members that 
this Bill is of vital imi)ortance to the people of the province. We can- 
not treat it in a light-hearted manner, and it is essential for us for the 
happiness of the people of this province that a Bill to regulate money- 
lending and money-lenders should he passed at as earlj^ a stage as 
possible. 

I was a little amazed, if I may say so, at the attitude of Mr. Words- 
worth and his Group, l>ecau8e hitherto T was under the impression that 
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his Group consisted mostly of borrowers either for commercial transac- 
tions or for their own purposes. The solicitude which I find in them 
for the money-lender surely puls us on our guard and must make us 
realise that the Bill may liave to be amended in su(‘h a manner as to 
provide that the sources of credit in this country do not dry up. But, 
at the same time, I would like to direct the attention of his (Iroup to 
the fact that it will be ditiicult for him to appreciate the (‘ondition of 
the majority of the borrowers of this province. If they are borrowers, 
they stand as a sepaiate class by themselves. They aie not in such a 
position that the money-lenders <‘un take advantage of their heljdess- 
ness and, to use a somewhat bitter expressimi grind their fact^s in tlie 
dust. But the majority ol iKirrowers of this countix are in a different 
position. They are helpless and fnr ages past the money-lender has 
been able to take advantage of their hel])lessness and to have brought 
them down to such a stage of poverty and desperate ( ircumstaiiei's that 
relief has become absolutely essential. 

We are not unmindful of the result if we put through a Bill of 
such a nature whiidi affects the rights of a vast number of people. We 
have got to 'be just to all jmrties. We have got to be just to the debt or 
first. We have got to see that he is rescued from his hel])lesH jiosition. 
We have got to be just to the creditor, to the good creditor and to th(‘ 
good money-lender and w'e have also got to see that the sources of 
credit do not dry up, and for the sake of the borrower, we have got 
toVe that be is abl«* to secure money in a cheap market. But, at the 
same time, we (cannot,, because there are some good money-lenders, pass 
laws which ‘will protect all money-lendeis, good and bad. In all our 
measures, we shall have to .see that Jnjustiee is not ultimately done and 
we claim that the Select (Jommittee has in a very large measuie attempt- 
ed to strike the middle course. If they have failed to some extent, 
it is for this House to .set it right ; if there are certain indiscretions 
in the report, if there are certain matters in the report to which th«*y 
have not been able to give ample consideration, I feel peifectly certain 
that the House is competent to set mattrus right. So far as Govein- 
ment are concerned, we are ever ready to pay the greatest attention 
arfd consideration to the view's of the members of this Himse— from 
whichever party these views are phwed before us. We are pr'ejraied 
to pay attention to the views of the European (iroup and we trust that 
from the discussion which will t^ke place on lire flyor of ibis House, 
we will be able*to arrive at a certain vui media which may be useful 
and which may result in producing a Bill of real lieriefit to the people 
of this province. • 

• Sir^ it will be, in effect, painting the lily if I were to refer after 
your ruling to the position of banks and prorai.ss()ry notes and try to 
convince this House that banks and promissory notes and such like 
niaUers, that appear to be under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
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Centra] Le^^islature, can very well be considered by the Provincial 
Legislature. I would ask the honourable members, particularly the 
European (iroup, who do not seem to be conversant with money-lending 
t)U8iueHH iri the mufassil areas, not to think that all banks are institu- 
lions that are solidly placed on an international footing and which 
lend money to borrowers at reasonable rates of interest. There are 
banks and banks. There are institutions which parade as banks but 
which are really loan offices of such a nature that they are able to pay 
at the expense of hapless and unhappy agriculturists and of the unhappy 
people of this province, dividends at the rate of 2tH) per cent, or 75 per 
cent, or 80 per cent. Honourable irienibers 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 do not know' of any loan otfices 
which [)ay 200 per cent, dividend. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Are you not aware of 
loan offices which have paid 80 per cenl. dividends hoitunately these 
loan offices to-day are not in a position to do so and have sent in their 
appli(!ations for winding up. But there have been loan offices which 
have paid a dividend of 80 per cent, to tlndr investors. There have 
been loan offices which have* charged interest from 87^ per cent, to 75 
per cent, foi' their borrowers. Ale these leasonable rates of interest!'' 
Should these helj)less people not be protected from the operation of 
such loan offices wliich parade as banks'^ If honourable membsers 
opposite can find out the means of saving the people from loan offices 
of such a nature which j>arade us banks but which are not really banks, 
w'e shall certainly be prepared to copsider their rights and not encroach 
upon bunks which hav(* an intei tiational status and which really func- 
tion as banks. These are matters whicdi can be thrashed out on the 
floor of the House. 

Mr. Wordsworth and his gioup will pardon me if I say that I have 
not found any reason on their side for the re(;ommittal of this Bill. We 
can, on the floor of this House, certainly come to very reasonable con- 
clusions and T can assure them that (Government and the members who 
are supporting the (Government, are too anxious to place on record a 
Bill which may be workable and which may be beneficial to all parties 
and bring justice to all. I hope, Sir, that the European Group will, 
in view of the faVit that we are aiixl'ous to j)ay attention to the views 
of all parties in the House, be <lisposed to w'ithdraw the motion for 
recommittal. 

Th« Hon’Iile Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

Sir, I was thinking that a long speech will be necessary to meet my 
friend, Mr. Ehaitan, who has become famous during the last two days. 
But, Sir, your ruling has traced all the legal technicalities and plaints 
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that have been raised by my friend, Mr. Khaitaii. I do not like to tread 
upon these afraio. I would simply like U> tell him that I 
do not understand how he considers this jtiece of leg^islation as, in any 
w»y, of a revolutionary character, as he has pointed it out to be. 
I know that he is the author of that very Act which has actually 
disturbed the capital of the country. The llenpral Mone> -lenders Hill 
is his draft. After having drafted a Hill like that, if he now says 
that I have drafted a worse Bill, I think, he is doing wrong to me. 
So I want to tell him that if any wrong has heen done lo the capital 
of the country by the Agi itollural Debtors Act. he is the person 
responsible for that and not I 

Mr, DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: On a point of personal explana- 
tion, Sir. It is not the author of the Hengal Agriciiltunil Debtors 
Act, who is responsible for the drying uj> of tin' credit of the province, 
but it is the nial-adininistration carried on by the Government. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My friend after having destroyed the capital of the country, now poses 

a friend of the capitalfkts. I beli(*ve, this ]K)sition he should not 
have taken. T may request him, in all seriousness, to understand the 
implications of the different seeti(m,s of the Hill to which we have tried 
to give a shaj»e. If my friend now says that we have made such an 
innovation in the existing law, that it would bring in a disaster to 
the country, I will say that he has not understoiMl the implications 
of these sections. (('ri*es of “Hear, bear” from the Coalition benches.) 
T may tell him that probably be has forgo1t(*n the vmv basis of all o\ir 
efforts. He ought to know that a large number of sections to wbicli 
he took exception is nothing biit tlic vcTbatiin r»‘]u-odnetion of tlx* 
Usufious Loans Act. He thinks that wc have allowed the opening of 
accounts and of old transactions whieh are closed. Does he not know, 
1 want to ask him, the wording of claus(* ‘f of the Usurious I/oaiis Act 
of 1818 (laughter) P 1818 is more remembered than 1918, here I should 
say 1918. 

Mr, DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Gn a point of information, Sir. 
Can the Judicial Minister read the section before refemng to itP 

• • 

Dr, NALINA1C8HA 8ANYAL; He has a great responsibility. 

The Hofi’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN*, Khan Bahadur: 

1 .hope Mr. Kha*itaii will read it himself. (Laughter.) He must 
know tfiat when a man is speaking with authority (laughter) be must 
have read the book. Do you mean to say that without reading the Iwok 
I am speaking on this ])ointP 
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I appeal to the members of the House that before they are carried 
away by speeches and speeches alone which mean nothing and which 
will lead them nowhere, they should meditate and seriously consider 
whether they are right in now proposing that this Bill should be 
recommitted to a Select Committee. My friend Mr. Suhrawardy has 
told the House what his opinion is in this matter and that, I may 
tell the House, is the opinion of the Government as a whole. After 
having heard that opinion, I believe, the European group would 
not be justified in demanding that this Bill should be recommitted 
to a Select Committee. I must tell my friends here that there is a 
vast (lifierence between working in a Select Committee and working 
in a house like this. Here you have the advantage of one thing and 
it is this : that whatever is to be discussed here must be put in the 
form of a report and timely notice of all the amendments that are to 
be proposed must be given, but in a Select Committee all of a sudden 
a j)r<»|K)8al may come in a desultory manner from one corner of the 
committee and you are to dispose of that without notice. That is 
the position which my friends ought to understand. Here in this House 
whatever l>e the merits <d’ the Bill, whatever Ix' the. difficulties 
that you may have to fa(;e, you know that you are confining your- 
selves within the four corners of the ju’ogramme. In a Select Committee 
you will have no programme. Besides this there is anothci difficulty 
In a Select Committee you have got only one representative of yours, 
but in this House all the dl members of your gfouj) will be ])re8^nt. 
All of you may take part in the debate and come to a conclusion. This 
is an advantage to you. 1 therefoi«' reijoest you not to l>e carried 
away by any prejudh^e but to think over all the points that I have 
placed before you (laughter). I btdievt^ you ought to consider that 
sending of the Bill to the Select Committee will not be to your 
advantage; (»n the contrary there is the difticulty that this Bill maf be 
made worse by the Select Committee. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If it is not bad, how can it be 
worse ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I withdraw that word (laughter). 

Mr, 8PEAKER: If speech leads to nothing, as you have said, I 
ho^M* you will try fo finish it, because the time is short. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bdhadur: 

I apj>eal once again to the House to understand the imjdication of the 
Bill and not to be carried away by prejudices. . 
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If any honourable member wants to know the implication of the 
Bill in its true colour, I am quite ready to explain the position here. 
I do not believe there is any more time left for me to go into the 
different provisions of the Bill to show that there is nothing revolu- 
tionary in it. The only thing that has l>een attempted in this Bill 
is the inclusion of Calcutta. From tlie very lH»ginniiig the honourable 
members were anxious to get rid of Calcutta (laughter). If we leave 
out Calcutta, there would not be so much opjmsition and I may tell 
my friends that so far as mufassil is (‘oncerned the mufassil law is the 
same as we have actually enunciated here. (Mr. Khaitan : Is this 

the explanation of the present Bill?') So far as the mufassil is 
concerned, there is no distinction between one class of transaction and 
another. Fvery class of transaction is controlled by the Mom^y- 
lenders Act which you, Mr. Speaker, have put on the Statute Book. 
So my friends, you must remember, that only one word in addition has 
spoiled the case. I appeal to you all to understand the thing first, 
f*ome to the conclusion afterwards and make a decision for which you 
will not have to regret later. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A/ K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, after the very 
elaborate exposition of the legal position with which you have favoured 
us this (‘Veiling and your ruling on the ((uestion of ultra nrr.'^y it is not 
necessary to discuiss the points of law that wen‘ raised Iby my friend 
M». Khaitan last evening. 1 rise. Sir, to make a very short Htat(‘ment 
to make the jiosition of (lovernment clear regarding tlie aims and 
objects of the present llill. There are those in this House who seem to 
think that if this Bill is pa.ssed into law, it will choke all the resources 
of rural credit and strike at the roof of the political, economic and social 
advancement of Bengal for many long years to come. There are others 
wht^hope that if this Bill is passed into law, the millennium will (*ome 
for the agriculturists and that the peasantry of Bengal will not be the 
miserable bd of wrebdied humanity which they are at the present moment 
It .is not my purjiose either to defend or to criticise the conflicting 
views, I w'ish to make a very sh<irt statement as to the manner in which 
wp propose to deal with the various provisions of this Bill, but 'bef(»re 
I do so I wish to refer very brieflv to what T consider the legitimate 
rights of Legislators under Provincial Autonomy in attempting to 
legislate on matters of pr^ivincial c(mcern. I feel, Sir, that we under 
the Provincial Autonomy enjoy a^ legislators much wider powers than 
were possessed iby our jiredecessors. I feel that Provincial Autonomy 
• would be a farce if at each st,ep we took towards le^gi.slation the bogey 
of central interference or federal interferem^c were held out and it was 
sough^to scare us away by threatening iDierferen(;e from higher powers 
in the legitimate exercise of our legi.slative rights. T am one of those 
who feel that if there is a controversy as to whether a subject is 
actually in the federal or in the provincial list or if any legislation ia 
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in the region of controversy, I would rather go ahead than turn hack 
because I want to assert the powers which we possess under Provincial 
Autonomy, leaving it to the law courts to decide whether we have 
really trenched upon forlbidden ground. 

Now as regards the Bill itself, my friend Mr. Suhrawardy has made 
a statement which I hope has made the Government position clear. If 
anything was left unsaid, I hope the eloquent exposition of the position 
by my friend the Hon’ible Nawah Musharruff Hossain has practically 
exhausted all that could he said on the subject. Now, Sir, I do not 
wish to he left out to give a silent vote on this happy occasion when we 
are entering on a si age of political and financial progress and when we 
are certainly making a history for the agriculturists of Bengal. (A 
voice: For all.) Sir, I shall try to make a few observations on the 
merits of the Bill. On behalf of the European Group my friend 
Mr. Wordsworth the other day and to-night Mr. W^hitehead have 
lemarked that Government should give a sort of an assurance that the 
])oints of view of the European Group as reflected in the various amend- 
ments suggested to the Bill would receive due and adequate considera- 
tion. Most certainly their points of view will be considered. Not 
only the European j)oints of view, but the points of view of every 
section of the House will receive the most adequate consideration. Sir, 
1 think there is no reason to !l>e alarmed at the somewhat drastic nature 
of the provisions of the jiresent Bill or the revolutionary changes which 
some of the clauses of the Bill seek to introdiu^e in Hie domain of money- 
lending in BeFigal. Those who hold the extreme views set out in the 
Bill are api»arently in a majority in the House but fliey are all 
reasontiible and aensilble legislators who are always ready to consider 
points of view diiferent from their own and to accommodate their 
opponents as far as may be consistent with their owm duties towards 
their constituencies. I may say particularly with regard to the 
Coalition Group in this House that although they are in a majority 
and have demonstrated their strength of votes on many an occasion, 
they are not at all unmindful of their responsibilities towards the 
minorities in this House and T may say to their credit that they have 
been gallant fighters, always ready to !be generous to those who may 
be weaker than themselves in the matter of votes in this House. They 
are keen on giving effect to what tliey consider to be the jmpular 
demand but they are also ready to compromise with all reasonable 
points of view. 1 would ask all sections of the House to carr^^ on the 
discussions on the Bill in an atmosphere free from passion and pre- 
judice and try to ^accommodate different jmints of view so that an 
agreement may be reached which will be satisfactory to all parties 
concerned. Every one in this House has a grave responsibility not 
merely to his constituency but also to the province of Bengal at large. 
There can be no doubt that any advancement of the province, political, 
social or otherwise, is impossible without a sound system of finance and 
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that it would Ibe a false step to take if we were to provide for legis- 
lation which in the long run would cripple Bengal’s resources and 
make her utterly unfit for the jmrposc of improving her arts and 
industries. For a liapj)ier, healthier and a larger Bengal the co- 
operation of all sections of the people is needed and no legislation, can 
achieve its olbject which is ibased on the transitory triuinidi of those 
who command, the majority of votes by riding roughshod over the 
feelings and sentiments of tliose whom (‘ircumstances may have placed 
in a minority in this House. An Act to be really useful must be 
broadbased on the willing ac<|uiescen(‘e of all seel ions of the j>eoj)le and 
should be the product of the i‘ 0 -oj»eration and collaboration of the best 
brains in the country working towards a common goal. 1 pray to the 
Almighty to illumine our hearts and enable \is to take a long view of 
tilings and to realise that the resjamsible task nj)on which we are enter- 
ing to-day may prove to be the turning points in Bengal’s clie(piered 
hjstory and tluit one false stej) may mar the spbuidid edifice wlilcli it 
is the desire of all of us to build for the sake of tin* interest of the 
countless millions who have been committed by Brovidence to our 
sacred (;liarge. 

• 

Sir, before I sit down I wish to exjdain that th(‘ Bill in the shape 
in which it has (*ome to us is certainly not tlie last word. The enormous 
number of amendments that have b(*en projiosed show that the members 
of this House have considered the situation carefully and that they 
are ready for a free and frjuik discussion. 1 refuse to b(di(*ve, Sir, 
that if the, (juest ions ^ire approached in the trm* s])irit of co-ojierat ion 
and symj>athy, if those who an‘ legislating h(‘re for luture generations 
take note of the actual ^reality oL things, not merely th(‘ condition of 
things in this city but the condition of things in tlie cf)untryside, iti 
tlp^ rural areas of Bengal, T do not think that we will not be able to 
evolve a Bill, evolve a j)lece of legi>lation which will not solve the 
(juestion of credit for the j)eople of Bengal. The only re(juisite is that 
we should aj)proach all (piestions in a spirit of humility, with a 
supreme sen.se of duty and with a resolve to solve all difliculties and not 
needlessly try to carry out our view-points at all costs and at all hazards, 
r do not think I can sermonise on an occasitm like this, but 1 do 
sincerely hope that this Bill will b<* one of those which will bring us 
together on a common platform, even thougli we may be ludding 
different views, because it is a Bill where the patri()4iHm of Bengal can 
find its fullest ex])ression, where the sympathy which the money-lender 
may feel for the borrower, which the rich may feel for the poor, will 
find the fullest expression; and I hope. Sir, thfft in the discussion 
which will take place on the provisions of tliis Bill we will be able to 
give abundant proof not merely of our sympathy but our real solicitude 
for the people of Bengal. I hope my friends who have moved this, 
motion for recommittal will reconsider the position and not press it to 
a division. After all, nothing can foe gained by a recommittal of the 
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Bill to the Select Conimittee for a few days. In the Select Committee 
dift'erent points of view will ibe placed and there will be notes of 
dissent, and practically every memJl>er will be dissenting from the views 
of the majority. A better course, and a more satisfactory course, 
would be for the Bill to be llireshed out on tlie floor of the House 
giving am]>le scope of discussion on difl'erent points of view to be 
harmonised. Sir, in this hope I commend the Bill for the considera- 
tion of the House, and T would aj)peal to tliose who want a recojimiittal 
to the Select Committee to withdraw their motion. 

The motion of Mr. C. Millar that the Bill be recommitted to the 
Select (Jommittee with instrucfions U) submit their report by the JlOth 
April, 19f‘19, was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Musliarruff Hossiiin, Klian 
Bahadur, that ihe Bengal Money-lenders Bill, Ifh'hS, as reported by the 
Select (k)mniiiiee, be taken into considei’^ition was then put and agreed 
to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before T adjourn the House I might remind the 
honourable members that all the ainendmenls are now before tlie 
members, and I Impe that from bwlay by the Ibth of A])ril next the 
dilferent parties will come to an agreement as to which motions they 
are going to move and wdiich they are not. Also if there are going 
to be any further amendments, noti(‘e to that (dfect might l)e given 
by the 15th April, ^ ’ 


Adjournment. 

The House wais then 4idjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
5th of April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
, under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

liiE Assemble nu^t in t]K‘ Asst‘inl)l\ iJniisn, (’alcuthi, on Wednesday, 
lK.‘ 5tii April, 19d9, at 4-45 ji.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (llie llon'lile Klian Bahadur M. Azizm IIaoitk, 
r.i.E.) in the (^laii', 11 HoiThle Mini'^lers and ‘Jl 1 inenihers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Introduction of Bengal Rural Primary Education Act, 1930, in Nadia 

district. 

*323s Mr. MDs M0H8IN ALI: (<i) AVill Ihe Ilon’hle Minisler in 
(diar^»’e of the Eduealinn Departnieni be pleaseil to stjife - 

(?) whether llie Benj^al Rural Primary Eduealion Aet, PldO, has 
• been intnMuced in the Nadia dislriet; and 

(//) if so, when? • 

(h) If the Act has been inirodueed in Ihe disirict, what are the 
conditions, if any, under which •(’nif»n Boards in Ihe district are 
entitled to ^dils to non-Pnion Ihiard primar\ selKxds from the 

Unicjo Fund ? 

{(') Did the Polsunda Pnion Board in the Meherjmr subdivision 
grant any aid to any non-Union Board primary schools? 

•((] ) If tlie answer to (c) is in the alfirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the conditions, if any, laid down 
by. the authorities were fulfilled by the school? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister b(‘ pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the years 1343, 1344 and 
1345 B.S.— , ' . 

(/) the names of teachers who got aid from the Polsunda Union 
Fund; and 

(m) the amount drawn by each of them? 

‘ (/) Js there any Government or District Board aid(‘d primary school 
within the Union which did not get any aid? 

(g) Are all tlie schools that got aid from the Union Board in 1343 
and *1344 B.S. getting aid this year also? 


OA A 
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MINISTER ill charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mti A. Kt Fulul HllC|)S (a) (?) Yes, with the exception of 
certain sections of the Act. 

(it) 15th November, 11)34, and Ist March, 1935. 

(h) Union Boards in the district are entitled to give grants to non- 
union Board primary schools from the Union Fund under section 32(A) 
(2) of the Village Self-dovernment Act, 1919. 

(c) and (d) Yes. 

(e) and {(/) A statement is laid on the table. 

(/) No. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (c) and (g) of starred question No. 323 
showing the names of schools and the names of teachers in the Polsunda 
Union Board recemvg aid from the Union Fund during the years 1343 
B.S., 1344 B.S. and 4343 B.S. 


Names of schools. 

Names of te^ichers. 

^ Amount. 

Remarks. 



Rs. 

a. 



1343 B. S. 




Polsunda Board Model 

Aftabuddin 

7 

0 

For furniture. 

Baruipara Mr.ktah 

Uti jab Ali 

6 

0 


Digboyra Maktab 

(lolam dilani 

' 5 

0 


Uhawapara Ihimary . . 

Ibijkurnar Biswas 

12 

8 



Butto Kristo Mandal 

5 

0 


Boria Maktab 

Md. Moula Bux 

38 

0 



Tobil 

72 

8 

' 



1344 B.S. 




Polsunda Boanl Model 

Md. Moula Bux 

20 

0 



Afttvbuddin 

30 

0 


Digbo3rra Maktab 

Md. Oolain Gilani 

25 

0 


Dhawapara Primary . . 

Riijkuinar BisWas 

10 

0 



Butto Kristo Mandal 

5 

0 


Boria Maktab 

Md. Raoshan Ali 

45 

0 

{plus Rs. 41 for 





construction of 
the school 

house). 


Total 


135 0+41 
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• 

234S B,S. 




Polsunda Board Model 

Shamsuddin 

•• 


(Rs. 24, provided 
ill the budget). 


Aftabuddin 

, , 


Baruipara Maktab 

Md. Rajab Ali 

, , 


(Rs. 10, provided 

Potarpara Primary . . 




in the budget). 

Md. Abu Syed 

10 

0 

(Rs. 12, provided 

Dhawapara Primary . . 

Rajkumar Biswas 



in the budget). 


Butto Kristo Mandal 



(Rs. 24, j>rovidod 





in tlie budget). 

Boria Maktab 

Md. Golam (iJilani 

30 

0 

(Rs. 4(t, pn)vido(l 





in the budget). 


Total 

lit) 

0 


Mr. PROMATHA 

RANJAN THAKUR: 

Suppleinen tnry (jU4‘st ion , 


Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: You aro also interx'slnl in lijo Nadia dislriciH 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I sulunii, Sir, that the 
Speaker caiiiiot })iit aiiN questions! ( Lau^^ider. ) 

« Mr. SPEAKER 1 am grateful to }ou for pointing tliat out! 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: With referome to 
answer {(t) (/), w1h‘tx> the lion ’hie Minister says: “Yes, with the 
exception of certain sections of tlit* Act”, will the llon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state what ar<‘ the sections of th<‘ Act, and what are the 
r<‘a.^)ns for which the o|)cratioii of these sections has ])e(‘n withheld? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 hav<‘ not investi- 
gated the question. 1 w(»uld like to have notice if the honourahh* 
member wants any inforination. 

Relief for hunger-marchers from certain thanas in BakarganJ. 

*323A. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; (a) Is the Hon hie 

Minister in cht^rge of the Revenife Department awart? — 

(?) that about a thousand hunger-marchers from different villages 
within the jurisdiction of the pcdice-statioiiH of flaiirnadi, 
Wazii^ur, Ilalmganj and Hanaripara in the district of 
Dakarganj arrived at Harisal on the Ihth of March, 1939, to 
place their grievance.s and account of distress before the 
District Magistrate; and 
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{ii) that the said thanas suffered from the floods last year? 


(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the relief 
measures hitherto taken by the Government and non-official agencies, 
if any, in those thanas? 

(c) What action, if any, was taken by the District Magistrate, as 
a result of the deputation of the li linger- in archers ? 

{d) Will tlie Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state, thana by thana, 
the amount of tin* agricultural loans hitherto given in the said four 
thanas ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
G<»vernnu*nt j)ro])ose to rlistribult* by wa.> of loan or otheiwise seeds 
for nvsh j)addy and jute in the affeet<'d areas where aush and jute have 
been destroyed as a result of floods? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy); {a) (?) Some 400 persons 
came from Gournadi and Wazirpur. There was no hunger-mareher 
amongst this groiij): they were cultivators who wanted Govenimeni to 
finance tlieir cultivation. 

(//) Yes. 

{b) The following Jimounts have Ix'en distributed to relieve 
distress : — 

Hs. 

Gratuitous relief ... • ... ... 3,000 

Test relief ... 1^2,340 

Agricultural loans ... ... 33,50(1 


(c) A programme of loan distribiilion had pievittusly lM*en prejiared. 
'Phis jirogramme is In'ing adhen’d to and Government are satisfied that 
no fresh action is necessary as a result of the demonstration. 



Rs. 

{(J) Gournadi- 

u . . 18,900 

Wuzirj)ur 

12,000 (approximately) 

Rabugaiij 

2,600 


(c) In addition to the amounts already distributed loans are also 
being distributed at the moment to the ej^teiit of Rs. 6,500 in Gournadi 
and Wazirpur. 
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The J<on'bl0 Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, with your 

permission, I propose to make a statement on the subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, after the starred questions are over. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
jdeased to state whether the amounts shown against gratuitous relief 
and test relief were made after the ItJtli of March P If not, what is the 
situation with regard to the distressed people after the Ibth March P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Govern, 
ment consider that the linnger-march did not alter tlu‘ situation in any 
way. It was staged on piditical grounds. vSo, Government did not 
lake much notice of the hunger-march. 

Mr, SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a ]>oint uf order, Sir. 
The Hoirble Minister has denied that there was a hunger-march, and 
lie is still using the word “hunger-march”. 

The. Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The so-called 

. 

hunger-march, I mean, 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the lioiride Minister bo 
jileased to state whether there was an\ hunger-march at all in liarisalP 

« $ 

The Hon’ble Sir pUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The so-called 
hunger-march was there. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lIonTde Minister be 
pleased to state whether (loverniiKMit niadi' jiny ■emiuiry into th<* 
cause.N whicli led to the “so-callcd” hunger-march P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will he ]deaH<^ siaie as to 
w>hen the enquiry was made and who made the enquiry P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Gollecior; 

shortly after the incident. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister 
be pleased to state what portion of this relief was* granted before the 

march and what jtlirtion afterwards? 

« 

Th. Hon’bl. Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Nothing I. 
beljeve, Sir, was granted after the march. 
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Mr* 8IBNATH BANERJEEs Will the Hou’ble Miu^ter be 
pieasi^l to Hlale whether section 144 was promulgated there to stop the 
hunger-march, which the Hon’hle Minister says did not exist at all? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

8j. MARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state what amount of gratuitous relief, or any relief, 
was granted to the hunger-marchers of Banaripara thana? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it Bo iiarijuiia or Banaripara? 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: It is Banaripara. Kveryhody 
knows that. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; No relief was 
granted to tlie liiinger-marcliers. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; My question was this; 
whether any r(‘lief was granhal to Banaripara lliana -gratuitous lelief 
•U' any kind of relief? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice, 
Sii'. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: AVill the llou'hle Minister be 
])leased to state whetlau’ those wlio marched to the town saw tlie 
Collector or the l(»cal ofhcers there? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Yes, Sir. They 
did. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the IBm'ble Minister l^e 
pleas(*(l to stale, in view of question (<•), why he has been pleased to 
ctiaracterize the deputation of tjie hungiT- in archers as a demonstration? 


Mr. SPEAKER; Th at (jueslion does not arise. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: AVill the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased, to enlighten us what assurance the District Magis- 
trate gave to these hunger-marchers to alleviate their sufferings? 

Mr, SPEAKER: You are supposing that some assurance was 
given ? 
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8J« H^fRENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Was any assurance given 
hy the District Magislrule to these luinger-inarchers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Honble 
Minister he j)lease(l to state whether the figim's furnished in his answer 
include both the ofli(‘ial and the non-official amounts sjHuit on relief? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. they 
represent only the sum sjient 1)\ (htvernment on relief. 

Mri ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With leh'nmcc* to (|u<*stion (c), 
which runs thus — “ . vshetlu'r the (ito\ernmcnt propose to distri- 
Ic.ite hy way of loan or otherwise seeds for aush ]md«ly and jut(‘ in the 
affecti'd areas wh(‘r(‘ nnsh and jut(* have* he(‘n destr(>y(‘d as a result, of 
floods” — 1 am afraid, Sir, that this (jucstion has not Iwen answered. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUQY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I suhmit, Sir, 

it has he(‘n answ(*red. IleK* is th(‘ answ'(*r: “In athlition to the 
amounts already distrihut<*d loans are also heiiig distrih\ited at th(‘ 
moment to the extent of Us. (i,oO(l in (Journadi and Wazirpur”. 

*Mr. ABDUL WAhAB KHAN: i.< >ans for the ])urchase of se(*ds or 
seeds thems(,dves? • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: For the ]mrchase 

of seeds. 

* 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: dtui il has md, lH*e,n mentioned in 
the answer. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is implied. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the llon’hle Minister he 
pleased to stale whether these reliefs are InMiig distrihuted acamrding 
to the estimatef# prepared hy the*local relief commiftcH's f)r according 
lo the iii.st ructions of the Suhdivisional Officer without having any 
estimates before him ? • 

• 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I Mieve 
that estimates are always prepared in consultation with the local 
relief committees. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble If^ister be 
pleased to state whether local relief committees have been formed in 
every union, as proposed by Government at the conference? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No question about the conference please! 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wheilier local relief committees have been formed in 
this area and whether those committees liave prepared estimates? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (loveinmeni 
have no reason to assume that local committees have not hetui formed 
in this particular area because*, so far as our information goes, local 
relief committees have been fornu'd all over the area. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to {h), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleas<‘d to state whether all these amounts were 
spent by the (ioverniiMmt and the non-oflicial agencies together or by 
Government atom* or b\ the District ]b»ard ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So far as my 

iuforniation g(H‘s, the\ arc all Government money. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state wludhcr the test relief mom*y wi,'s spent by the District 
Jtoanl alone? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, up till 
now. ^ 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOA: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
j/leascd to state wlietber he is n*ady to consi(b‘r the desirability of 
holding another conference in view of rej)(‘ated hunger-marches from 
different quarters of Bengal including this police-station? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There have been 
no hungxT-marehes but there have been some so-called hunger-marches, 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to (c), will the 
Horrble Minister be pleased to state if, after the demonstration again 
held on the 27th, Government still adheix> to the view that no fresh 
action is necessary? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

ilagannath Intermediate College budget. 

125. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Will tW llon'lilo Minister 
in charge of the Education Depaitmcnl he idc.ised to state — 

(a) what is the last dat(‘ heloie which the Jajiamiatli I iitei m-aliate 
College hudg(‘t is to leach the ( ni\ ei nineiil ; 

{h) when did the (toxcm niiient reeeixe the budget tin the euiient 
financial year; and 

(c) whether it is a fact that the dagannath Intermediate (’ollege 
budget for the current financial >ear was not jdaced before 
a meeting of the (i{veiniiig Eody, but was juissed by 
circulation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. .K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Ey the h(‘ginning of 
October of the pievious year. 

(b) The budget for the year was d<‘s)>at(‘hed by tin* Piinci- 

pal of the (^ollege on the dOlh diim*, IJtdS, through tin* Hoaid oi Int(*r- 
mediaic and Secondary fiducalion, Dacca, and was r(‘ceived by 
Government on the 1st Septemln'r, 

(c) Yes, ‘as a si^ecial case. 


Restriction on the moivements of released detenus and political 
* prisoners. 

126. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: (o) is (he Don hie 

Minister in chaigi* of the Home (Ihditical) l)(‘]»ai limmt awaie — 

(i) that the thaiia police in (hileuita or mufassal watched the 
movements of tin* leleascd detenus and political juisoners 
and called them to attend the thuiiu at au\ time duiing tlie 
day or night; and 

(n) that several released d<dpmis and p(ditical prisfmers are heiiig 
fre(iueutl\ called hy the thana ofliccis (o ailend the (liana 
during the day or iiighl aud ltep( slamUiig there ioi In urs 
together P 

(6)*If the answer to (n) is in the affirmatixe, will the IfonDiIe Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether any instructions have been issued by* 
Go\ernment on the subject? 
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(c) What is the present policy of (joverninent with reg.Wl to the 
released detenus and pcditical prisoners? 

(fl) Do the Government propose issuing instnulions to the Police 
not to watch the movements of or call to the thana the released detenus 
or political prisoners except for the purpose of answering a specific 
charge against them? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : {a) No Sir, tliat is not my information. 

The instructions issued sj)(*cificall\ lay down that the general principle 
to he ol)serv<*d is tliat no person is to 1 h‘ placed under surveillance 
merely Invause he is a ixdoased detenu or released terrorist convict, for 
unnewssary harassment will prevent the reformation of those who 
genuinedy desire to give up their connection with terrorism. 

{h) and (c) Vide answer to (a) alnive. 

id) Government have issued comprehensive instructions and do not 
projiose to add to them at ])resent. 

Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
he pleased to state v Ikmi tin* instructions ueix* issued? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN! Instructions w'erc issued 
a long time ago. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS! Will the ITon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state wheth(‘r any complaint has reached (lovernnnmt from 
any ex-del enus or released jxilitical piisoners about the harassment by 
the Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN! 1 definitely remember 
one of th(‘ M. L. A.’s representing the grievances of the ex-detenus in 
this connection. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS! AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Iloirble Minister has enquired into the 
complaints which he got from the M. L. A. ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ! Yes, certainly. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS! AYill the Hon’ble Minister be 
plenst'd to state whether lie proposes to give due consideration to the 
case of complaint about harassment made to him ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If any case of harass- 
ment is proved to the satisfaction of Government, then certainly action 
will be taken against any officer who unduly harassed them. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will tho Hou’ble Minister be 

jiJeased to state wliat iiif^redients does lie propose to take into consi- 
deration in order to be satisfied about the fi^enuineness of a comjilaintK 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arisi'. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state wlictlier he is aware that one Na^^endra Nath (iui>ta 
of Gopalganj, wlio was an Andaman prisoner, is being subjected to 
harassment by th(‘ lixal police for his joining the pi*asant movement 
there ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope, Mr. lliswas will nnilise that individual 
questions should not he jmt. As a matter of fai t, \ou know, that the 
general juinciple which has all along been follow<*d is that the ijues- 
tion of detiuius is a matter on wliiidi individual issui's have bc<*n 
allowed in the juisi hut not on convicts; (*ach case stands on its own 
merits. It is only the gen<‘ral jirincijiles which may he discussiul. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: A\’ith rideience to (i/), will tin* 

llon’hle Minister h(‘ phuised to stat(‘ the gist of the coiiqueheiisi ve 
instructions which ha\<‘ heen issiu'd to ihe (hqiaitmeiit 

• • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I very much regret 
that it is not possible for me to givi* the gist of the instructions heiv. 

• 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, m> qm'stion has not been 
ansv^ered. The Hon 'hie Minister statisl in his reply that (iovernimuit 
have issued compiidiensive instructions to the dejiartment concerned. 
We do not want to have a com])rehensive id<*a of those instructions. 
What we want is a gist of those instructions so that w'e may form soim* 
idea about them, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tlxn your qiK'stion in short, is — is it possible to 
get a substanci' of thos<' inst ructions ^ 

The Hon’blir Khwaja Sir NA/iMUDDIN: I am afraid I have not 

got those instructions here and it is not jmssihle to give a gist of them. 

• 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
{ileasefl to state if lie jirojio.ses to take steps against the police officer 
who very rec'ently called an Andaman prisoner to tbe ihana on three * 
occjisions at late hours of the night and caused him to stay there for 
hours together and let him off without asking any question? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* Any question of high- 
li.uidedneHH on the part of the police will be enquired into and if it is 
proved, certainly the officer responsible will be punished. 

Posting of a Circle Officer in Comilla South subdivision. 

127. Mauivi MUHAMMAD HA8ANUZZAMAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether — 

(i) it is a fact that there are Iwm circles in Comilla (Tippera) South 

HulMlivision ; and 

(//.) it is a fact that there is no Circle Officer at ihe Sadar (Kotwali 
and ('hauddagram police-stations) for about a year? 

(h) If the answer to (o) (//) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of posting a Circle Officer at the SadarP 

(c) If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:. (a) Yes. 

(b) An officer has recently been posted. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Criminal cases and appeals before the Magistrates of Pabna. ' 

128. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: (n) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Departnnmt be,])leased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing separately for the years lfh‘it)-JJ7, l‘Jd7-J38 and 1988-39 — 

(i) the number of criminal cases and appeals filed before" the 
Magistrates of Pabna including Police (Crown prosecution) 
cases ; 

(n) the dates of institution; 

(Hi) the number of cases and appeals disposed of; and 

(iv) the dates of their disposal? 

(h) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware — 

(/) that alm(x;t in every Crimiml Court of Pabna Sadar large 
number of cases and appeals of over G months or more have 
accumulated; and 

(ii) that the present Magistrates who have got other works to do 

cannot make time for the speedy disposal of pending cases? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I am aware that there 
has been an acouniulation of criminal work at Pabna anil two Deputy 
.Collectors are beinjj posted there to dispose of arrears. In the 
circumstances, I think the lion'ble member would not wish me to add 
to the burdens of the district stafl by compiling the statistical 
information whicli lie has requestt‘d. 

Mfa NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the lion’ble Minister be 
jileased to state the leasmis for sm h aicumulal ion ‘r* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Because for stone time 
past there has betui no rtMiuit nuMit of Sub-1 hqmty (’olh'ctors and 
Deputy (’ollectors; so (here has been a /.^real shorta} 4 :e of Deputy 
Ma<»’istrates and Suh-Dc[)ujy (’olhntors and tin* rt'sult has betui that 
we have not been ahh^ to [losl them in all th(‘ phices where they are 
required. Owin;.;' to the .shorta{.»‘e of these oHictus, I hint* has been 
heavy accumulation of criminal cases in some plat'es. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN BARKER: With reference to the first 
part of his ariswtu', will Hu* llon’bh' Minisitu’ bt* pleased to stalt* vvlu*n 
these two Depul\ ('ollectors are ”‘oin; 4 ‘ to lx* posttnl 1hert‘i^ Will he 
jilease ^ivt' tin* exact timer' 

.The Hon’ble Kh^vaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Vi 'ry soon. I hope 
within a fortnight, they will be thiue. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Will the lion’ble Minister be pb'ased to 
state if he is aw aie that this slate of thinj^s has b(*en j^oin^ on there 
for over a .year? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: As 1 have already 
staled, the serious shortage of officers has been felt since, the new 
Government have taken over iharge and this is one of the jioints 
which I have brought to the notice of the House very forcibly, viz., 
tlrtit owing to retrenchment in the past and Htop])age of reiiruitrnent 
we are now' in a very serious position as far as Deputy Magistrates 
and Sub-Dej)uty Collei tors are concerned. 

• • 

Statement by the Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasail Singh Roy in oonneotion 
with Starred Question No. 323A» 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it will be 
noticeil that in this short-notice question Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan 
raised a very important matter. Sir, the honourable member has 
refeired to hunger-marchers whereas the District Officer has informed 
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the Government that there was no hungry person among those who 
approached the District Magistrate in a body for obtaining financial 
relief. It will be noticed that (lie honourable member has referred to 
h u n ger-marchers 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point c^f order. Sir. May I. 
know on what item of business in the agenda the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister is speaking ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact there was a short-notice 
(luestion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That has been disposed of. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You were not present at tliat time. The 
Ilon’ble Minister wanted to make a statement and 1 said that he 
could do that after the cpiestions were finished. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 ho])e, similar privileges will be 
(‘X I ended to others also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where a statement is really necessary I liave 
always allowed it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In the case of Madaripur it 
is very necessary. 

I 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Jiet us hear about the hungry 
people. * 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It will be 
noiit^ed that the honourable member has referred to hunger-marchers 
wliereas the District Officer has informed Government that there was 
no liungry jierson among those who ap])roache(l the District Magistiate 
in a body for obtaining financial relief. Similar hunger-marches have 
been stagcnl in more than one distrii t during the last six months. 
Government have sufficient evidenc^e to convince them that these so- 
called hunger-marches and other mass demonstrations of agriculturists 
are being organised purely for politiial pur])oses by Left Wing 
extremist political agitators including many ex-detenus, not so mucffi 
with a view to remedy genuine grievances as to embarrass the 
administration and eiihanc'e the influence of the revolutionary parties. 
These persons more often work behind the scenes instead of appearing 
openly. In short, this is one of the early manifestations of the maa« 
propaganda which is 
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Dr.*1^ALINAK9HA 8ANYAL: »ii, xluill we have a right of 

reply to this statement 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not prejmred to take any not ire until you 
allow him to finish. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Which it 
intended to he a preliminary to a revolutionary movement. Interested 
agitators are seizing the opportunity of natural calamities tf» foment 
discontent against Government and to persuade peasants to form 
themselves into large Indies by misrepre.senting to them that mass 
agitation of this sort will force Government to a<*code to almost any 
demand they choose to put forward. The danger of encouraging any 
such idea will he apparent to every ineinher of this House and I wish 
to state most emphatically that (lovernnient will not he coerced hy 
such methods. The otti(*ers of Government will he instructed to take 
no* notice of representations ma<le hy means of mass agitation sucli 
as these. 1 rie(‘<l scaicely say that Government are always jirepared 
to pay attentio;i to genuine recjuests made in the proper manner, and 
have taken and are takyig adequate steps to give relief wherever 
possible. 

During the disastrous floods of H>d8 Government adoptcul an un- 
precedentedly liberal policy regarding the issue of agrij'ultural loans. 
1 may point out that while Government’s policy regarding the issue 
uf agricultural loans*will remain liberal where there is distn*Hs due to 
natural calajnities yet •both on financial and administrative grounds, 
in spite ot all their sympathy for the cultivators and thisir anxiety 
to give them lelief, it is not posstlde for G(»vernment to substitute 
agricultural loans for- the ordinarv rural short-term credit ne(‘essury to 
finance cultivation in normal limes. In order to meet this exigency, 
Government are considering ways and means to make short-term loans 
for agricultural purposes avaiiahle through the Co-operative Depail- 
ment. 

As regards the relief during the next few months of [lersons whose 
crops were destroyed in the 15)88 floods ami whose resources, conse- 
(]uently, have dwindled, (iovernment propose that relief shall be 
afforded by means of adequate teet works and that agricultural loans 
will normally be granted where necessary for the purrhase of seeds. 

I desire to make it clear that (tovernment intend to stand by those 
agriculturists who were hit by the 1988 floods until the situation 
returns to normal or who may suffer from similar calamities in future, 
but Government lyive no intention of permitting themselves to be 
blackmailed by mass agitation fomented behind the scenes by political 
agitators and (iovernment will not hesitate to take sufficient steps to 
pi-event ignorant agriculturists being misled! or exploited for 
revolutionary purposes. 

25 
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DFi NALINAK8HA SANYALs On a point of order, Su. You 
permitted the Hon’ble Minister in ehaif^'e of Land Revenue to make 
a statement in connection with a question. I submit that when a 
question is put, there is a right of the House and of every member 
thereof to put supplementary questions to any answers given by the 
Hon ’bio Minister. By j)ermitting the Hon’ble Minister to make a 
statement after the questions are over cm any matter arising out of the 
question, we are ordinarily shut out from making our observations 
or from imtting supplementary questions. I crave your indulgence to 
permit me to say a few words in re|)ly to the statement made by the 
H(m ’hie Miin’ster. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hon’ble Minister’s 
statement has cast some reflection at least on 7 ne and Mr. Abnl Ku/1 
sitting there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please, lie has made no reflection on any 
person. 

Mri SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: He said that this movement 
was being got np by some j)ersons for ])()liti(^al ends. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, plei ise. There has been no mention of 
any name. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a piint of privilege. Sir. 
If it is the opini(Hi (d (jovernnoMil , that this movement is got up for 
political puri)oses, 1 am afraid, (Government will riot do justice to the 
real grievances of the j>oor people. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a i)oint of ])rivilege. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: My point of privilege i.s tins. 

1 am speaking in the matter of grievances of the poor agriculturists 
of my constituency and I have made it very clear to the Iloii’ble 
Minister that the cause which has been espoused by us is a genuiife 
cause and Oovernment should come tp their aid. I have pointed out 
to him that the Subdivisional Officer of Madaripur 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, plea.se. You must say what is your point 
of privilege. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: ,My point of privilege is that 
I want to make my position clear. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That i?i not a point of privilege. 
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Mrri^CESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Mu.v 1 explain. Sir. uu belialf 
of my friends 

Some of the members beloiij'inj^ (o llie opposition have l)roug:ht to 
the notice of tlie Members of the Treas«r\ Bench thiamj^h questions 
and also by representations tlie real causes of hardship, as for instance, 
in Madaripur as also in Barisal. Tlie statenuml that has just now 
been made by tlie itevenue Minister is a \eiy sweeping statement and 
scathin^f condemnation of all steps that have been taken by the 
hunjifer-strikers. lie has said that they are all got up. 'I'he members 
who have themselves rejiresenteil trom their personal knowledge and 
from communications received, if the> also come in tor comlmn nation, 
I think it would reall\ stifle public opinion and would rmills di-privc 
the members ot the ojipo.sition ot a right to remeilv the real grievances 
of the masses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have underst ood the point of Mr. d. (k (lupta 
ami that ot Mr. Biswas 1 Tifortunately you realise* that I must find 
out as to wli<‘ther there can be any opportunity for yon to reply to it. 
If there was .iny mention in his statement, of any names in any plu(;e, 
then I con hi have under.'ftood that there w’ns particular reference to 
some person or persons. As it is, the statement is m(*rely in the natui‘e 
ot a statement of policy with reierence to huugei-marchcs that are 
being made a< cording to the Hon’ble Minister in Mt‘veral jilaces. VVdiat 
tho^e places are he li^s not mentioned. Neither we for the time being 
are ('ognisant of the places where they have been taking place. 

As regarlls J)r. Sanyar.s point, I hojie he will realise that this is 
not the first occasion that such a statement has been made ajid 
Dr. Sanyal probably knows more than anybody else that in tin* House 
of Tomnioiis it is always the practice for the Minister to make an 
aiinoftncemeni on the (jiiestion of policy. VVhethei that jiolicy Is 
good, bad or indifferent it is not the suitable occasion to discuss. For 
the time being if the Ilon’ble Minister says that h<* has to make an 
announcement on the geneial (juesllon of policy, 1 must give hliii an 
opportunity to do it, at any time when the Assembly is in session and 
to .what extent is the policy consistent with the information or even 
correct or even based on fact is a matter wTiich 1 cannot say for the 
Time being unless a relevant motion is brought before the Hoim- 

• • 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 submit, Sir, that 1 ha. 
drawn up a relevant motion for the adjournment of the House and 1 
seek your consent thereof. • 

(Dr. Sanyal haftded the motion to the Speaker.) 

Tht Hon’bla Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I make 

one point clear? My statement has no reference to the honourable 
25A 
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members who represent the grievances of different areas in this House. 
My statement only referred to those who organized hunger-marches and 
it was neither my intgntion nor did I make any reference to my 
honourable friend Mr. Biswas or to any other honourable member 
of this House as one of those who had anything to do with the organiza- 
tion of such hunger-marches. 


Mr. SPEAKER: As regards Dr. Sanyal’s motion just handed to me, 
I shall get a copy of the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister and 
consider this to-morrow. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, can I ask a sup})le- 
mentary question on the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister?' 

The Hon^ile Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: May I know, S;r, what 
position the Hon’ble Mr. Sulirawardy occupies in the matter of replie.^ 
which ought to have been given by you? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: He exactly holds the same position as regards my 
replies as some others. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Are we entitled to put 
supplementary questions in order to know’ who those p«*rsons are who 
staged these hunger-marches? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: it w^as said that tliere were no 
hunger-marches. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I will be perfectly prepared to allow’ members to 
put short-notice questions in tlie nature of supplementaries. I think 
the best course would be to get a copy of the statement and go through 
it and as a result of that if any further information is really required, 
instead of moving the adjournment motion you may ask supplementary 
questions and I w’ill be very glad to send the same to the departments 
concerned for early replica so that you will get an opportunity to 
clarify the whole issue. 

We will now’ take up the discussion on the Bengal Tenancy (Third 
Amendment) Bill, 1938. The motions before the House are motions 
Noe. 75, 75A, and part of 76. 
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Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill. 

(The (lisrussioii on the Bengal Tenancy (Third Ainendinent) Bill wae 
• resumed.] 


Clause 2. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS Sir, this is llie first time that 
I am prepared to thank the Hon ’hie Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy for 
his detection, though very late, that his fellow zamindars of Bengal 
can commit fraud and adduce misleading evidence in court in order 
to ( heat the tenants. In his Statement of Objects and Reasons for the 
Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill ot I9d8, the Hon’ble 
Minister says; “With the help of misleading evidence it is often 

proved that in fact the standard (d’ measurement which had heen 
used at the time of the settlement was an JtS inch cubit. Jn order 
to prevent that kind of fraud the present amendment of section (/) 
has been fram(*d.’ Section 1 submit, Sir, is ])ractical]y an octopus 
which encircled the tenantry (d Bengal. Zamindars used to bring 
cus(*H in the courts without proving anything. No burden of proof 

was on them, The,>^ only tiled cases that the area of the tenancy 

or liolding was increased without giving any explanation as to 
how’ it was, done and* the courts gave decrees tor the enhauiiemeiit 
ol rent. As to how this thing happens I shall not give my own 
version. 1 shall only (juote a jfassage from the Bengal District 

Gazetteer wTitten by Mr. O’Malley, a distinguished ex-civil ser- 
vant *of Bengal. He says: “Within the last 20 years it is said 
in the Rajshahi Settlement Report of l})12-ld rents have been 
very much enhanced and the provision of the Tenancy Act that 
rents shall not be enhanced by contract more than two annas 
in tile rujiee at a time appears alwuiys to have been a dead letter. 
The temper of the niiifats (or tin* repression ot it in the course 
of *a long time) ma\ be judged from the fact that big landlords have 
often 'been able to bring about an enhancement of 8 annas or more jier 
rupee of ihe rent with no more trouble than the landlord in Kasb*rn 
Bengal has in bringing an enhancement of d annus, "’fhe enhancement 
has usually been made on the plea (unanswerabb? by the rai an 
increase of area upon measurement. In nearly all tly* big estates there 
have been excessive enhancements although the process goes on in one 
oi> tw’o rnauzas at a time and has not yet reached all the mauzas. Where 
these enhancements of rent correspond to a real improvement in the 
management of the estate, the raiyat has some compensation, but this 
is net always the case.*' 



374 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[6th April, 

j 

“In some cases the enhanced demand is nothing more nor less than 
an extiirtion. One large landlord for instance coolly increased the 
rents in some of his villages by six annas in the rupee without even 
the excuse of an increase of area. Even more flagrant demands are 
made under the colour of documents. For example some landlords 
demanded rents at double the existing rates on the strength of areas 
given in some partition papers.’' 

This is one kind of case. Sir, in otlier ieHpe*(‘ts also landlords take 
privilege over their ignorant tenants and everybody knows that when 
they bring cases they only say that area has been increased but during 
the period of the inception of the tenancy and the bringing of the 
suits a greater fraud tlian could be detected by Sir Bijoy is played 
on the tenants. They generally in the interim period take some k/ihu- 
Imts. In those hahuUnfs the standard of measurement has been changed 
withf)ut the knowledge ot the poor tenant and subsequently when settle- 
ment operations begin or any other thing happens thes<‘ hnhuhata are 
produced and they get decrees tor the enhancenomt of Kmt. This also 
has been described })y the same Mr. O’Malley in another passage of 
his book. “Settlement operations are now in j)rogr(\ss in the district 
and it is hoped that the> will be effectual in jiutting a stop to excessive 
enhancements ot rent which have been made by the zamindars for some 
time past. The usual modus operamh is for the zamindars to have 
th(‘ tenants’ land measured and to claim that the aiea has been largely 
increased whereas the tenants complain often ,w’ith cause that .the 
standaril ot measurement has changed The higha in common use about 
70 yeafs ago was very much bigger than the standard b<:gha of the 
present day. The unit of the latter as is well known is the Imth of 
18 inches wdiereas the hath of Raja Ramjiban of Nator was about 22 
inches long. 'Phe substitution of the large higim for the small higha 
has been Lining on for the last 70 years and is still in progress in '.iome 
estates. The change in the standard of measurement has not been 
acco7n])anied by a reduction in the rate per higha and has consequently 
involved large enhancement of the raigaVs rent 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The honourable 
member, I believe, is reading out from the District Gazetteer of 
Rajshahi. In my speech I made a reference to that. Is it necessary 
for him to read it out now'? (Some members from the Congress 
Benches^: Certainly it is necessary. ) 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Now, Sir, I have described some 
of the frauds which Sir Bijoy could not detect. He has suggested 
amendment of section 62 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. In one of the 
amendments he says that if the holdings in the vicinity get increased 
area, then ipso facto it will be presumed that there iS a tendency for 
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increased rent, and tlierefore the increase in urea in the holding in suit 
will not give tlie landlord the right of enhanced rent. 

The second passage which lie introduces later on is that if the 

holding falls ^^ithin the same boundary, llie landlord will not get the 

enhanced rent. Did Sir Bijoy think uju)!! whom the burden will fallP 
It will be very ditiicult for the poor tenants to prove uhether the 
tenancy falls within the same boundary or not. Tlie origin of the 
tenancy might have been 200 years back, and meanwhile it might have 
changed hands several times. And it might ha])pen that the tenant 
may not have an;\ document in his possession to jirove whether the 
tenanc.^ falls within the same area or not. On the other liand, it will 
be vci\\ easy for the landlord to prove tlie contrar>, because he is a 

man of mone,\ and will be in ])ossession of all the documents with 

respect to the holding in suit. In order to prevent that kind of fraud, 
I liave proposed some amendment as a sort of chec'k. The first part of 
th<' amendment I have moved will put some burden on the landlord that 
unless and until he can prove that the tenant or the defendant in a 
particular suit has encniached upon some /7///v la rid, the landlonl will 
not be. entitled to get the enhanced rent. Ami th(‘ secoml part of the 
amendment 1 have moved jmts some cheek on the alti*raliim of the 
standard of measurement. May I put bidbre \oii, Sir, some specitie 
instances as to how the areas have beeii changed P 1 remember the 
case ot one village situated in the const it uen(\\ of m\ friend Mr Ahmed 
I^js.sain In that tillage the landlord’s papers originally showed that 
ii^ area was SOM /0//A4/.V; Imt attei- tin* Hs-ent, setth*nieiit it was tound to 
In* •'»')!) acres, that is, more than l,()t)0 Int/lui.s, o?’ moit* than iloilble tin- 
original area. In this village, ttie landlord sued the tenants, ami in 
one jiailicwlai /o/e, the original area of whi<*h was 41 hif/hns, raised 
suhseijiient I \ t(i -nS alt(‘i the .set I leiiJi*nt opei-ations, tin* lamllord 

clanired Rs. (id as rent in pla(;e of the original rent of Rs. 27-15. In 
anothei' jofe the area was originally 0 htf/has, whirdi vva.s siibse(|Uent h 
doubled in measur<*ment, and the landlord claimed more than Rs. 15 in 
place of Rs. 4-0-(j. Sir, it will be surprising to you to hear that in both 
these case^ the landlord got decrees for enhanced rents. 

* (’onsidering all the^^e tilings J apiieal through you, Sir, to the House 
to support my amendment which is for the benefit of the tenant, and 
J a]»peal also to Sir Bijo\ to see his wa\ to accept it for the benefit of 
the tenants for^ which he is Kiipi»).s<*d to be an.xious.* 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA MATH DATTA: Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister for moving amendment No. 75. But this amendment evidently 
refers to those tenancies which have hecn created by certain documents, 
vitJ,, kahuliol or patUi. It is well known that there are also many 
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tenancies for which there are no documents at all. Many^teiancies 
have been created without any documents. Therefore, the amendment 
that is sought to be effected by the Hoii’ble Minister will not affect 
those tenancies. To cure this defect, Sir, I want io move a short- 
notice amendment with your pennission. My object is that if tenancies 
which have documents get relief under this provision, there is no reason 
why oth(‘r tenancies which were created witliout any documents should 
not get that relief. In this Bill, Sir, this relief has been denied to 
them. As regards the question of boundary, Sir, it may be contended 
that at a certain period the whole world was full of water and that the 
(luestion of the boundary of a land is always changing. So if amend- 
ment No. 7-“) is carried, I would request the Hon’ble Minister to accept 
my short-notice amendment, viz., Ihe words “within a period of 30 
years preceding the institution of the civil suit”. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think your point is, that as Sir Bijoy’s aniend- 
ment stands it only helps those who have got paffnx or knUnhata 
whereas you want to extend the benefit to those tenancies as well which 
have definite boundaries hut no poitns or knhuhnt^. 

The Hon’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I am not 
prepared to accept the amendment, and 1 shall advance definite argu- 
ments against it. 

Sir, Mr. Abu Hossain vSarkar has moved two Umendmeut.s one" is 
(l('). The suggestion is thal there should he no enhancement unless 
it is proved that there was no increase in area in all the neighbouring 
tenancies. That is the proposal ip (IL). Sir, I would ask the 
honourable member to bear one fact in mind that the burden of proof 
lies entirely on the landlord. He must prove that there has been an 
increase in area. If Im* fails to do that, he can never claim additional 
rent for an additional area. That is the law. So T do not think there 
is an> justification for the amendment suggested by the honourable 
member. Sir, I would draw his attention to the Bill clause (lA), where 
it is clearly laid down that if it is found that there has been a uniform 
or almost uniform increase in all the holdings in the neighbouring area, 
the presumption would he that the increa.se is due to a change in the 
standard of measurement and not due to any encroachment. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; I do not question that. 

Tht Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The amendment 
moved by Mauivi Abu Hossain Sarkar militates agaiAst the Bill clause 
and, on tkat {ground, I oppose that amendment also. ' 

Now, I come to the point raised by Mr. Datta that it wiU only 
benefit those cases where there are actual putUis and kahuliaU but it 
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will ii(>tr 'benefit those eases where there are no such documents. There 
are two sets of cases which we can visualize— firstly, where there are 
actual patUis and kabuhnia and, sec^nidly, where there are no actual 
futttds and kabuhat.s, i.c.y cases which are proved by reference to 
documents and cases where there is no smdi document. In the latter 
class of cases the landlord must attemjtt t(» j)r(»V 4 * the iiuTease in area 
by reference t(» the jaindhtinth papers or to rent receipts. But as my 
honourable friend knows very well, jn nuiband i pajau's or rent re<*t'ipt are 
no proof: they are not accepted us proof of an increase in area. That 
is the case-law. (Mr. DniitKKDUv N.\tii ; There are contiictinK 

decisions.) May be, but the latest decision is that. The burden of 
proof lies entindy on the landlord. 1 would refer my, honourable 
friend to the case of Maharaja Manindra (■handra Nandy r. Kaiilat 
Sk. reported in 50 C’alcutta. In that case, it is very clearly laid dowm 
Tthat the statement of area in a dakhiJo does not prove that the land was. 
in fact, so many So, the apprehension of m\ honourable friend 

that the landlord would get increase of rent for increase in area by 
proving increase in area only In reference to jarnahanih papers or rent 
receipts is absolutely unfounded. .So, there is no justification for an 
amendTu'ent as moved by 4he honourable member and as to cas(*s where 
there are documentN, tho.se are (*overed by the Government amendment. 

On these grounds, Sir, I oppose both the amendments. 

Mr. DHIRENDfVV NATH DATTA: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I hu.n 
one w'ord only^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Only one wordP You do not wjint even to finish 
a .sentence? (Laughter.) * 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, after this amendment 
w’hich has been introduced in the Act 1 am quite sure that the case-law 
will have no bearing, and there will be many difficulties us there has been 
no amendment with respect to those ca.ses in which there are no docu- 
ments. I feel quite sure, Sir, that there will be difficulties. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The court has enough power. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Hut in a short period you will 
find that, as a ujatter of fact, there will be decisions to the contrary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know' that. That is why ec^uity always conies 
in. But I can’t help that. 

Mr.* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I suggest one thing. Sir? 

I am afraid that it will open the flood-gates of litigation, I was • 
tempted to speak 
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Mfi SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, you ought to know that, since the days 
of Adam and Eve so far as the Treasury Benches are concerned, they 
have never been tempted by members on my left. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I know that, Sir. But it is 
stated in the motion “...any portion of the boundaries set forth in the 
ha}}uhat or the patta (jomprises a river or sea or land lield khas.. I* 
am suggesting that unless the word “khas” is there it will open the 
flood-gates of litigation. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval : That will help 
the lawyers!) (Laughter.) (Mr. Santosh Ki’mvu lUsu : But how 
will these flood-gates be stopped?) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have every sympathy with the honourable 
member who comes from Corailla when he is contradicted by my friend 
from Burdwan who does not understand Mr. Datta’s difficulties. 
(Laughter.) 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy that in 

clause 2 (2) in proposed subsection (/A) of .section line 12, the 

word “Similar” be deleted was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh lto> that in 
clans(‘ 2 (2) in line 13 of the projK)sed sub-section (7.1) of section 52, 
after the words, “it shall be presunjed” the following words and 
brackets be inserted, namel\ : — 

‘■(notwithstanding un\ thing cuntaineil in an_\ contiacl)'' 
was tln*n put and agreed to. 

The motion ot the Hon’ble Si;- Bijo> 1‘rasad Singh Bo> that in 

clause 2 (2) after the proposed sub-section (7.1) oi section 52, the fol- 

lowing be inserted, namely: — 

“(7/7) When in a suit an increa.se in the actual area of the tenure 
or holding is sought to be proved under clause (a) of sub- 
section (7), the Court shall enquire as to whether the present 
area of the tenure or holding in suit is within the same 
defined boundaries as set forth in the kabuliat or patta^ at 
the inception of the tenancy; and if the (!ourt finds that 
the present area of the tenure or holding in suit is within 
such boundaries no increase of rent shall be granted on 
accouiit of increase of ar^a: 

Provided that the provisions of this sub-secticui shall not apply 
to any .suit in respect of any tenure or holding of which any 
portion of the boundaries set forth in the kahidmt or the 
pniUt comprises a river or sea or land held khas by the land- 
lord or the Crown”; 


was then put and agreed to. 
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The^ motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that to proposed sub- 
section {IB) of section 52. the following additional proviso be added, 
namely : — 

“Provided further that if there is no document creating the tenancy 
and if it be proved on enquiry that tliere is no river or sea 
or any land held khas by tin* landlord or the (Vown or there 
is no such river or sea or an,\ kluis land of any landlord or ot 
the Crown at any time in any ot tlie boundaries of the land 
included in the tenancy, the Court sliall hold that there was 
no increase in area“, 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in clause 2 (2) 
after the proposed sub-section (/.I) of section 52, the following stib- 
sections be inserted, namely: — 

. “(/C) Notwithstanding any contra<‘l to the cimtraiv the court shall 

also enquire whether there was any klma land of definite 
area of the landlord in the vicinity of the l(‘nure or holding 
. in suit at any time after the rent previously paid was settled 
and whether tfie tenant or his ])rcdecessor has actually made 
any encioachment of any specific area thereof. If no such pioot 
is forthcoming it shall be presumed that then* has been no 
increase in the a<'tual area <d the tenuie or holding in suit 
• since the«rent previouslx f)aid was s(‘ttlcd : 

{n>\ Notwithstanding any contract to the contrai\ it shall lu* the 
duty of the landlord ti» satist> the <-oiirt that iu> standard 
of measurement other than what was actually in use in the 
locality or jjargana was used at the time oi settlement of the 
rent previously paid in n*spect of the* tenure or holding in 
suit. If he fails to d(» so it shall be presumed that there has 
in fact been no increase in area of the t(‘nure or bedding in 
suit since the rent })revi<»usl\ paid was S4*ttl(*d ; 

was then put and a division taken witli the following result: — 


AMil WakH, Maalvi. 

Aka Hastaia tarkar, Maalvi. 
Akal Fail. Mr. Mtf. 

Akma^ Kkan, Mr. 

AviaiaMia AkaivU, Mr. 
taatrli Mr. F. 

•aaar|«t, Mr. tikaalk. 
•aaatr|M, Mr. Maaaraa|aa. 
■araia taka Fraaikarl. • 
•araia, Mr. Faapajit 
•araiaa, faka Ikfaaia PrmU. 
•araMa, taka U^aakra Natk. 
tata, Mr. kaatetk Kaaiar. 
•kaigklk. Or. Oakiaka Gkaakra, 
•fivat. Mr. Oasik Ul. 
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■ifwat, Mr. lartakra Natk. 
GkattaM^leWi Mr. Marikaka. 
Ckaaikari, Ral Harvatfra Natk. 

• Da«, Baku Makiai Ckalira. 

Dai, Baku Rakkaaatk. 

Dal, Mr. Maaaiakan. 

Dai aufta. Dr. 4. M. 

Dai avata, Irijat NaAaira Natk. 
Datta, Mr. Dkiraaira Natk. 

Dalui, Mr. Haraakra Natk. 
Eaikakul Nafui, Kail. 

Bapta, Mr. ka|aik Bkaakra. 
Naiaa All Ckawtfkarf, Mr. Byatf. 
kalalaktfia Naikaaiy. Mr. lyti. 
kaaak All Majaaikar, Maatvl. 
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IC«M«r, Mr. At«i Okanira. 

Maw, Mr. Nikanja Bakari. 

MaHra, Mr. Sarantfra Makaa. 

Maji Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mra. Hamaprova. 

Maiumdar, Mr. Binalra Natk. 

Mai, Mr. lawar Chandra. 

Maidal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maadai. Mr. dagandra Nath. 

Mandat, Mr. Kriakna Praaad. 
Maairaaiamaa lalamakadi, Maulaaa Md. 
Magkal Hatain, Mr. 

MahkarJI, Dr. Ikarat Chandra. 

Mullfek, Irijut Aahulaah. 

Naakar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 


Abdul Alia, Maulana Md. 

Akdul Bari, Maulvl. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvl. 

Akdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Akdul dabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. aliat Lai Maah. 

Akdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Bitwaa, Maulvl. 

Akdul Majid, Mr. tyad. 

Akdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvl t. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdur Raiiak, Maulvi. 

Abidur Raia Chawdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Abul Haahim. Maulvi. 

Abul Hatain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Quaaam Maulvi. 

Aftab Hoaain daardar, Maulvi. 

Abmad AM t^nayatpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulanc 
Ahmad Hoaain, Mr. 

Aifaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Aminuilah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Aibratali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hauain Khan, Maulvi. 

Aibar All, Maulvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Blawat, Baku Lakihmi Narayan. 

Campball, Sir Baarga. 

Ohippandala, Mr. d. W. 

Oat, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dat, Ral Shaib Kirit Bhutan. 

Dnaa, Baku Dakandra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Opandranath. 

Farhad Raia Ckawdhury, Mr. M. 

Farbut Bana Khanam, Bagum. 

Faalul Hug, tba Han’bla Mr. A. K. 

Failul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Failur Rahman (Mymaniingk), Mr. 

Bamat, Mr. 8. A. 

BriIRtba, Mr. C. 

Bupta, Mr. d. N. 

Byatuddln Abmad Chaudhury, AlhadJ. 
HaBauddIn Chandkury, Maulvi. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Haaham All Khan, Kbaa Babdnr Maiitai. 
Haalna Murtbad, Mrt., M. B. E. 

Halamally damadar, Khan sahib Maulvl. 

Idria Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

daialuddin Ah mad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

kahiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 


Nautbar Ali, Mr. Syad. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicbaran. 

Ray, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Dbananjay. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrithna. 

Roy, Mr. Kithari Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Canyal, Dr. Nalinaktha. 

Sanyal, Mr, satanka stkhar. 

Stn, Babu Nagtndra Nath. 

Shabedaii, Mr. 

Singha, Babu Kthttra Nath. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Hartndra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
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Ktnntdy, Mr. I. 6. 

Mcfirtgor, Mr. B. fi. 

Mahiuddin Ahmtd, Dr. 

Maficuddin Chaudhury, Maulvl. 

Mahtab, Maharajitumar uday Chand. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Millar. Mr. C. 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohtin All, Mr. Md. 

Motlem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Mozammel Hug, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Atzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi tyed. 
Muhammad ^trail, Maulvi. 

Mullick, the Hon’bit Mr. Mukunda Behary. 
Mulliek, Mr. Pulin Behary. 

Mutharruif Hottain, the Hon’ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muftagaweal Hague Mr. Syed. 

Muttafa Ali Dewan^ Maulvi. 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja Sritchandra of 
Cottimbaza^ 

Natarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khuaja Sir, K. C. I. E, 
^ Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikut, the Hon’bel Mr. Pratanna Deb. 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kithore. , ' 
Ruavr Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy. the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Praiad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

SaCruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Baku Madhutudan. 

Sarktr, the Han'bie Mr. Naiini Ranjan. 

Serajul lilam, Mr. 

Sbahabuddin, Mr. Khuaja, C. B. E. 

Shamiuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Vimith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizuddin Khan, The Hon'ble Mr. 

1 otel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitabead, Mr. R. B. , 

Yantuf Mirza. 

Yutuf Ali Chaudhury Mr. 

Zabur Ahmed Chaudhury, Maulvi. 


The A yes beinjf GO and the No^s 97, the motion was lost. 
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Thf question that clause 2, as atuemled, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause •'!. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Sir, may I mov© my motion}' 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, your moliou is not in order, because 
the whole purpose of the Statement of Objects and Iteasons is to sjand- 
fically provide for cuses where suits were “instituted”. Hut you say 
“disposed of” in place of “instituted”. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: My unumdment proposes to 
tackle some of the cases which are instituted lon^ befon* the Hill will 
lie passed into law. As for example, rej»urdin^ the cases which will be 
I)endin^' in the Hipfli Court oi in the Jud^.»e8’ ('ourts, some of them 
will be (livSjXKsed of even after the passing of the Act. f'oi” instance, 
clause 8ub-claust‘ ( /) (<^/), last line, says — “to all suits umler claust* 
[a) (/) .ot that st‘cliou which arc pending on tin* sunn* dat^**'. So 
partialis my aniendinent *is included in tin* aineinlnient piojjosed by Sii 
Bijoy 1‘rasad Sin^h l{o\ . 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am very sorry I cannot allow' your amendment 
1 may tell you that (»o\ernment was very much anxious to bring an 
amendment of this natuii* and for about a month we had lontioverMs 
over thi.s niattei 1 ha\<‘ gi\t‘n my most curf*ful consideration to tin* 
matter, hut 1 have noi been able (o ai'i'ept it. I wish 1 could admit it 
but I cfiiild not. As a matter (d tact, the Objects ainl ifeasons oi tin* 
Bill h a\e b(*en so drafted as to gl^e im op|M»rtunity to any cas(*s jnoing 
bcMTi^l the date on which tin* Bill is passed, and the w'ord “instituted" 
has l>een sjH*cificall\ inserted. So it is be\ond the scoja* ot the Bill and 
1 cannot accept it. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Sir, 1 beg to mo\e that in clause d ( /) (//), 
line (), for the words “six months” the words “one year” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, (Government 
are prepared to acfejit the ameml^menl. ^ 

The motion ‘of Mauivi Abdul Bari that in clause d (7) (/>), line fi, 
for the words “six months”, the words “one >ear” be substituted, was 
then put and agreed to. • 

. The (jnestian fhai clause 3, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and*a^?reed to. 

The Question that the Preamble stand part of tin* Bill was then put* 
and agreed to. 



382 GOVERNMENT BILLS. [5th Apeil, 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg fo move 

that the Bill, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

‘The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Bengal Jute Ordinance, 1938. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May 1 have your permis- 
sion to lay on the table the Bengal Jute Ordinance, 19»1<S, as promulgat- 
ed by the (Jovernment of Bengal under section 88(^)(a) of the Oovern- 
ineiit of India Ac*t, 1935? 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: 1 wish to move, Sir, that this Assem- 
bly is of the opinion that it disapproves of the Bengal Jute Ordinance, 
1938, as ])r(miulgated by the (lovernmein of Biuigal, under section 88(/) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr, SPEAKER: llavp you givei. uotiie ol that!' 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I Ikup got your permission. I 

gave notice in another form. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I see it? 

(Shown.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will it be a^ioint of o^der 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 Ihink I ha\e considered ibis ease very carefully. 
vSo far as this motion is conc'erned this is noi in order liecause as you 
know that under section 88, we have got the jxiwer of disapproving it, 
and because the ordinance is over, we cannot disapprcne it now. But 
1 think it raises a very important coustitutional question, namely, 
whcliici this Legislature is not entitlcHl to have its say if (xuverumeiit 
promulgate an ordinance and then withdraw it without giving an 
ojiport unity to the House to discuss it, Jt is particularly so when under 
the rules it is open to Government to lay on the table at any time. 
They can do it at any time when the Assembly is in session and they 
practically stultify the rules by not putting it to the House at the first 
available opportunity and then withdrjiwing it later on. I do not know 
what should be done in tins matter, but T feel for the time being, if 
there is any such case, Government should definitely allow some time 
out of Government' days when the House may discuss the JNite 
Ordinance. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 need not now tlMrc- 

fore rise on a point of order on the motion of Mr. Sibnath Baberj^. 
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I, too, am of the opiuiim that such a debate cannot be held when ,the 
ordinance has been withdrawn. 1 have not the least desire that any 
discussion on the subject should be stifled. As a matter of f*MJt I 
would welcome a discussion, because I feel that, under similar circum- 
stances, I will promulgate a .similar ordinance if I consider it desirable 
to do so. I think if the Opposition or any meml)er of the ()i>po8ition 
.desires that there should be a discussion on this subject,* we ought to 
allow such a discussion to take place on a date that may be fixed foi 
it. 


8IBNATH BANERJEE: My submission is that though the 
ordinance has been withdrawn, we disapprove of the action -that it was 
at all promulgated. T think I am in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion is not in order. Your motion is that 
this Assembly is of the opinion that it disaj>provtv8 of the Iteiigal .lutt* 
Ordiuanfe being promulgated by the Government. You could do that 
under section 88 (2) (a) if it were still in force. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANEttJEE: It is not dear to us. 

Mr. SPEAKER* Yes; it is. I am |>erfectly certain that it is clear. 
If it were not, I would certainly have j)oint8 of orders from 
Dr. *Nalinaksha Sanyal. (Laughter.) What I pro|x)se is Ihis: W(‘ 
will proliably consider it in our rules. During the time we consider 
our rules, we may ])rovi(le that with the |K*rmissioii of the Sj»eaker, in 
ca.se the ordinance is on, we can distusa it ; in case the ordinance is not 
on then we can certainly have a provision whicdi will he supplementing 
se<ti(yi 88 (a) of the Oovernment t)f India Art, that it shall h(» |M'rmis- 
sible for a discussion of the ordinance at tin* stage when it is laid on 
the table. That will clear the wlude thing, h'or the time Ijeing are 
YOU pre]>ared to allot some time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If the Up)K>Kition so 
desires. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We de.sire it most certainly. 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: As early a date as possible may be fixed. 

. Dr. NALINAKSHA SAMYAL: I certainly appreciate the remarks 
that yob havf made but so far as that portion of your remark w'hidi 
leads^to the interpretation of the time when the ordinance has got to 
be laid on the table 
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Mft SPEAKER: I think we will have io recaRi the whole thing. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The (Toveruinent of India Act laya 
down that it shall be laid l)efore the legislature. It doe.s neither aay 
anything about the time 

Mr. SPEAKER: We can do that by regulations. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Tliat does not mean tliat Govern- 
ment have got the power io withhold when the Assembly is, in session. 
I therefore submit that as early an opportunity as possible must be 
taken. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T will consider that |M)int. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 should like to knoNv whether the 
time that will Ik* allotted w'ill be trom Govtunimmt days oi- from non- 
Governmeut days. 

Mr. SPEAKER: V rom Government days. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We do require a discussion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: N ot only that, 1 am considering just now a cunven- 
tion that n(»t merely on an occa.sion like the -lute Ordinance but on 
any occasion when an lm|H)rtant question ot jmiIus is announced bv 
the Minister, for example us has been done to-diiv, if the Gj>|)osition 
desires t»> discuss it, an opportunity, as early Uiis possible, should be 
given to the House to do so. That will t^oid adjournment motions and 
at the same time give an oppoit unity to the House to discuss if Gov- 
ernment consider that it is such an important matter that a statement 
in the House is necessary; it is also the right of the House to conflider. 
I am discussing that and 1 hoj)e that before an adjournment motion is 
moved, it will be able t<» come to some settlement over this matter. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, on the 15ih February I moved 
nti adjournment motion, on the ground that we should get an oppor- 
tunity io disapprove it. That motion was not allowed after it received 
your consent and since then no opjwrtunity was given to us to discuss 
it. I may further mention that it w^as put on the agenda, and 
when we demanded that we should discuss it the* and there, 
Government did not place it and they placed it on the table when the 
period is over. So I request that the date to be fixed for discussion 
Bhonld be as early as possible. ^ 
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The Hon We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs 1 heg to introduce a Bill 
to provide against the unauthorised publication of official ret’ords. 

Secretary then reatl the short title of the Bill. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do want to have an opportuuit.v 
to oppose the Bill even at the time of introduction. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is the (Convention oi the House never to opjMise 
introduction. It has Jiever been dont*. There i.s ik) provision tor it in 
the Kules. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is provision in the Rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where « 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: M\ authority is section ol, pu^e 
Id ot tjie As^(«mhl\ Rules and Standing Ordtus and it reads as 
*idlow,s: — * 

It a motion toi l(‘a\e to intioduct' a Hill is ojyposed, the SpiMker 
after peiniitting, it he thinks fit, a brief explanatory statement 
^ from the memlier who moves and Iroin the memlier who opjioses 
the motion may, without lurlher debate, put the ipiestioii 
tht;reon”. • 

Mir. SPEAKER* Ihe diHicuIt\» in thi.s case is that that section is 
not api)licable becausi* under another section ot the Rule.s and Stunding 
.ttrd^rs this is alieady deemed to he introduced and no leave is to be 
asked. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sec'tion oO only waives the 
number of days during which the , Bill has got to be with the members. 
It does not do away with the necessity of formal motion for intruduc.- 
tion. 

Mr. SPEAKER; If you refer to section 49 you will see it says ‘Hn 
that case it shajl not Is? necessai^ to move for lea\1" to introduce the 

Bill”. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The introduction has got to be 
moved. 

Mr. 8PEAKBR: But that is another matter. Under section 51^ 
you ( an opjmse the motion for leave to introduce a Bill. 
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Ur. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 am 0 |>i) 08 iiig tbe motiou w'llicb is 
!No. 83 in the order paper. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 83 is not a motion to move. There are no 
words “to move” in that. “To movt*’’ cume.s later on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Kveii if the w^ording is “to intro- 
duce”, it iiiake,^ IK) difference whether it is “leave to introduce” or “to 
introduce”. 3Mie Itules are in my favour. 


Mr. SPEAKER: No. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I l)eg to move that the 
said Bill l>e refeired to a Select ('’ommittee (‘onsisting of — 

(1) Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Serajul I. slam, 

(3) Maulvi Masud All Khan 1‘auni, 

(4) Yusuf Mirza, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul l^uadii, 

(6) Mr. Birendia Kishore Ua,\ (lioudhury, 

(7) Mr. Patiram Hoy, 

(8) Mr. Tulsi Chandra (loswami, 

(9) Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazuipdai, 

(10) Mr. W. (\ Wordsworth, and 

(11) the mover, 

with insti'uctions to submit their leport, with your iKU-mission, Sir, 1 
wish to substitute, by the 31st July, 1939, fui “by the 28th Fehiuarv, 
1939” and that the quorum of the Selei t (himmittee lie fixed at 4. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of recording my emphatic protest against this blackest of 
black Bills that the Black Cabinet under the present Premier has 
conceived. It is Mated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
that there is a growing tendency noticed in the press and the 
platform to give ^ unauthorised currency to the contents of un- 
published State documents. I submit that no democratic Govern- 
ment could ever conceive of gagging the press against the very 
legitimate exiiression of opinion and exposure of things when that 
exposure might in some way create a situation in the country to the 
benefit of the public. 1 submit, Sir, that the Official Eecorda 
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Bill Ifas been one of the most ill-conoeived measures, because it 
seeks to cut away the very root of democracy. In a Parlia- 
mentary Government the Opposition and the public outside always 
like to examine the propositions that are from time to time 
under the consideration of Government. Public opinitm is after all 
the highest judiciary for finding out whether a particular iin'asure oi 
• measures of Government are going to do good to the pei>plc. If then* 
is any Government that while mas(juerading under the name of demo- 
cracy seeks to avoid public opinion or stiHe public o]>inion (hat (i(»vern> 
ment stands self-condemned. This Bill is on the top (d tw(» drastic 
measures already in the Statute Book, namely, tin* Press Emergency 
Powers Act of 1931 and the Gflicial Secrets Act. There has been no 
case made out yet to show that the society is in danger, the ])eace ot the 
State and the stability of (lovcrnment have b(M*n at stake, have been 
seriously jeopardis<‘d, l)e<*ause <‘ertain information, that the press could 
mutuige to obtain, has leaked out an<l tin* public have had an opp(»rtunit_\ 
of ’c.\ pressing opinion (hereon. 

I have often seen the llon’ble the (’hiei .Minisier getting excited (»n 
tin* floor of the H<nise because something or other which he hud bet‘n 
trying to forge in secret •hud come out and st‘en the light of day. I 
have seen the llon’ble the (9nef Minister tumbling down with apoh>gies 
galon* to (fovernment officials and others when he found that some ol 
his s(‘cret machinations have <-ome <mt and seen tin* light of day. I 
woyld sul)mit that it,is just because some of these things wt*re publishwl 
and made public that the Government had an opportunity of explaining 
thiir position and of Correcting or nn‘nding their manners. A demo- 
cratic Government must always lo(»k up to public sui>port and public 
support cun only be had if all tife actions and aitivities and things 
under the contemplation of (ioverninent are laid bare before the public. 
J hav^been marked out by the H(ui’I)le (lie (diief Minister on several 
occasions as one who hud surrei)titiouHly got access to bis files and 
probably as he had threatened on the fl(»or of tin* House this Bill has 
betin conceived more with me in view than with the newspapers outside 
in view. I claim the right as ever\ one of our citizens has a right 
to, criticise Government, to find fault with Government measures, if 
any, and to anticipate measures which they have been secretly conspir- 
ing and I claim the right of seeking public opinion thereon. Sir, this 
valuable right that goe.s with democrac\ .should not be tampled upon 
lightly. Nowdiefe in the world lAs a measure like t1»is been conceived 
(d. In Great Britain only the other day we found that even important 
* papers of State like certain military secrets were brought out in the 
cemrse of a debate in the House of Commons and it was not the press 
that w’|iH penalised for the same but an attempt was made to find out 
due to whose latches really these secrets leaked out. There have been 
ca.ses of the famous “Zinovieff Letter” and many other similar docu- 
nu'flts where democracy asserted itself by timely exposure of the 
2dA 
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intentions of Government. Sir, 1 submit that you should not permit 
a measure of this type to be forced throu^^li a House merely by virtue 
of a cooked-up majority by methods that have been very well expressed 
or characterised by my esteemed friend Mr, Narendra Nath 
Chakrabarty. 

Sir, democracy would fail to function properly if our friends 
opposite do not realise one ji^reat stateincnt of the reputed politician 
Bag^ehot, viz,, democra(‘v must not dee'cnerate into mere rule of numbers 
over reason, ignorance over knowledj»e. If tliat has come to be the state 
of affairs in this country, 1 submit that it is a bad day for Bengal. 
I appeal to the House and ])ress the thibinet that they should not 
proceed with this Bill in this form at all. The Bill in section d 
defines in a very wide ami gemual tei in-~an\ unpublislied official 
records relating to any affairs of State or an_\ matter derived therefrom 
or any comment tlH‘rcon, except with the j)revious permis>ion of the 
Provincial (lovc'rnTuent, — that should he ]»enalised. That means that 
newspapers will liave to cca^e to I unction it they do not go up every 
evening to the Secretariat to obtain tin* ])ass])ort for their article^ and 
news columns. N(‘us report(‘rs from all over the country send m‘ws 
notes, and some of these news notes will also 'ridate to the tours of the 
Hon’hle Ministers them.selves - garlanding and things like that. 'Fhese 
news notes are in a sense indirect 1\ oihcial records because the words 
“relating to any affairs oi State or an\ matter derived theretrom“ 
apply to them. If an Hon'bh* Minister has got tc open a co-operative 
I'oiiference, it is a publii- official dul> of his; and if any newspaper 
publishes a rejiort thereof it will come umlei- the purview of this wonder- 
ful piece of legislation. Sir, I will not take the time of this House at 
this stage to jmint out the numerou.s absunliiie^ in ihe Bill. 1 would 
only at this stage draw attention to the im})oitant question of princi])le 
involved tliat the ]>uhli(‘, the citizens, and more so the newi’pt^])ers 
whose duty it is to serve the jiublic with jirojierly collected news, — the 
public have a right to find out what is haiipeiiing, whatever jilace they 
can find out the news from ; and by laying bare all these news the> 
educate the public*, they serve a very useful fuii(‘tion in society, 
particularly in a democratic .societ\. Let not the present Cabinet in 
their enthusiasm, let not the (^oalition Government in the intoxication 
of power strike at the very root of democracy by sponsoring a Bill of 
this character. 

t » * c 

(The House was then adjourned tor lo minutes.) 

(After (uljoHrnment ,) 

MaiUvi MV H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir. 1 beg to move, by way 
sof amendment, that the Bengal Official Records Bill, 1939, be circulated 
for .the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the Slat Decemb^, 11^9. 
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MiPl SPEAKER; I understand tliat Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil, 
Mr. Goswami and some other members want to speak on this Bill, and 
I should lik(‘ to jjivo them an opporfun^^^ to <lo so. 1 hope, Mr. Abu 
Hossaiii Sarkar, you will be ven brief and will not take more than 
five minutes. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR; \ es, Sir, I shall be as brief 

as possible. 

Sir, this Bill <‘an hr trrmed as a ^ra^jrinjr Bill. li\ the jirovisions 
of this Itill tioveniuu'ul aie jr\in<»- to supjiiess the newspapei's in Ihm^al. 
M ay I ask the IloiThle Minister, wh\ this j)ani(‘ky state of things K 
If he is lionest, it lie tiirs (o govtun tin* eountr\ without any nepotism, 
M'ithoul doin^^ an\tlim^‘ to \shieh people < an takt‘ tdijeetion. ® I think 
thme is no fear toi an\ l(‘n-it imal(‘ ciilirisin of (iove?*nmenf by tlie 
Press. B\ int r(‘(lueni^ tliis Bill, (loveriii'ienl liavr sh<*wn a rlefeatist 
mvntalit\ . Govei ii nieni were pe? lia)»s tr,\iny to ilo soinethinj; whieh the 
(‘ountr\ did not d<*.sire. and wlnui llie information leaked out. they 
beeaiue v('ry chary ami intifuluced this Bill. 

I als<i submit, Sii, tlii^t nment intend t»> elie<*k the publication 

of their Bills such as the Secondar\ Kdiication Bill over which recently 
there was a slroii”’ coritro\ers\ in tin* papers and in tin* pr(*sH, Then 
again, iIh* indiscreet lett(‘r of tlie llon’lde tin* (diief Minister was pub- 
lished in the riewspapms. and tlu'n* was a good deal of cmitroversy over 
it, find ultimately fie*had to l>eg pardon ot his own officials very recently 
on the floor (d tin* II(»iis(‘. (iovernm(*nl , instead ot trying to suppress 
the newspa[)(*rs and ne\\ s-sheets of the country, will. I think, do well 
to lr\ to check the Ilon’hle the Phi^d' Minister from acting indiscreetly. 

If anything is to he ch(M*ke<i, Sir, the Official Secrtds Act is there, 
but yi spite of that I think for sheer vcmg’canci* and for faking revenge 
for jmTilishiiig' sdine papers wfiieh the lloij’hlr* the (’hief Minister 
indisereef ly let loose, this Bill is now brought in this House. 

.The main feature <d the Ifill is the ohnoxious intention heliind it, 
and it was rlescrihed very aptly by m\ friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

J ^do not like to repeat tlx* same argumenth, hut J only bring to the 
notiee of the House that In enaeting this Bill Government are taking 
away one of the salufars [irovisions of criminal law — I mean flection 
403 of the (himinal Pr(»cedurc Prule. This section savfl that a man 
cannot he e(»Tivi«ted of an offenee* twi<*e, hut here in* this Bill we fiifd 
that in clause t-h the Bill juovides tor punishment ffrr a particular 
(•ffence, aud after j'onviction the man will be comjr^lled to give inlor* 
mation to (Toveruyient as to how he got the* information, where be got 
it and by he published it; and if he fails to give tliis sort of informa- 
tion be is again liable for punishment. 1 repeat, Sir, that tbifl Bill 
takes away a salutary provision fd criminal law prevailing in India.* 
Thus a man is going to be convicted fur the same otfence twice. 
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Therefore, considering all these things, I hope the House will send 
the Bill for circulation for eliciting opinion thereon, so that the mischief 
contemplated by this piece of legislation may be stopped. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that (jovernnieiit are prepared to 
accept your amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If they do so, I siiall 
be very glad. But lei me make my position clear. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All nVhl. Hul 1 hope Bial you will be veiy 
brief. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sn. I 
beg to move, by way of amendmeiil, lhal the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of fdicitiiig opinion thereon by the 30th April, 1939. 

Sir, I think anybody who has taken (‘are to^go through the provisions 
of this Bill will agree that the Bill is a highly })enal measure. Now, 
in introducing such a ])enal measure, it is not enough for the Govern- 
ment to say that certain tacts and documents have come to light. In 
a very pithy and short Statement ot Objects and Reasons all that the 
Hon’ble the fOiief Minister lell^ u.s is that “A growing tendency lias 
been noticed, both in the jiress and on the platform, to give unauthorised 
currency to the contents of unpublished State documents. Tliis tendency 
has rendered imperative the ne(‘essity of taking legislative measures to 
suppress the dissemination in the press and on the platform of the 
contents of unpublished records of Gov(‘rnment unless after due 
authorisation’'. ‘ ‘ 

Now, Sir, this short Statement of Objects and Reasons, even if we 
assume the correctness of it for the sake of argument, only says that 
certain circumstances have arisen which, in the ojiinion of the Govern- 
ment, require to be met by a penal legislation. But that is not enough, 
Sir, for the Government to state, to justify such a legislation. Govern- 
ment have to establish a further case, viz., that the existing laws are 
quite inadequate for the purpose of meeting the object they have in 
view. ‘ 

Sir, all of us are aware, 1 believe, that there is already on the 
Statute Book an Qfhcial Secrets Act which goes by the name of “An 
Act to prevent the discl(»sure of official documents find information”. 
The Act, Sir, is known as Act XV of 1889. That Act has st(}od the 
test of time. The circumstances under which that Act was passed have, 
*^1 believe, not yet passed out of public memory. The immediate occasion 
for the enactment of that measure was also a newspaper publication. 
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Wheff th(^ Amrita Bazar Patrika published the famous letter of Sir 
Mortiioer Duiuud re^ardinj? the eontemplated Government intervemiun 
in the affairs of tlie Kashmir Durbar in connection with Gilj^it, the (iov- 
ernnicnt of Lord Dufferin tlnm^ht it proper to enact that Ofhcial Secrets 
A<t, and, Sir, siiiia* tlieii, for the last 50 \ears, that Act has been con- 
sidered suthcient and effective for the purpose of j^uardin^^ much more 
inipiU'tant secrets than the se(*rets of a subordinate j^foviTiiment like the 
Government o^‘ Hcnj^ml. (Mr. Trnsi Ciiandka Gos\v\mi: Betty personal 
secrets!) Sir, my friend Mr. (ioswami says: “l\‘tt> ]»ersonal secrets”. 
Yes, they are so. Tliat is an a])t «*\pression to describe tlie secrets 
of the present (ioverniuent of Ben^ral ! But, as 1 was sayiufr, Sir, the 
existing Official Se»crets Act, which has an all-India application, 
has stood the test of time ami has been found adecjuate to ^uard much 
more im[)ortant .secrets, viz,, the .s+'crets of the (jovernimuit of India, 
regarding military and naval affairs, secrets n‘gardirjg relations with 
Foreign States, secrets about <'ivil affairs, such as fimincial jjolicy and 
measures, and not excluding of course other civil matters of moment 
and importance — matters of confidential nature the publication of which 
is likely to injure vital public intere.sts. Yet the Bengal Government 
has not thought it fit lo,explain how that Act has suddenly been found 
inadetjuate or whs a further nteasure is recjuircd to ]>unish thost* wh(> 
offend against the provisions ot tin* existing Glli<*ial Secrets Act. Sir, 

I ma\ tor tlie purpose of elucidation refer here to the comprehensive 
nature ot one sub-section, viz., sub-section (3) ot ‘'e(’tioii d of the Gtlicial 
Strrets Act, That* sub-section. Sir, stands ilms : “When* a person 
having pos.session of i*ny document, sketch, plan, model oi ifitormation 
relating to anv fortre.ss, arsenal, factory, dockvard. camp, shi]), office 
or other like place belonging to His Majesty, or to the naval or mili1ar_\ 
or (*ivil affairs ot His Majesty, in whatev(‘r mannei' tin* same has been 
obti^ined or taken, at an\ time wilfully communicates the same to any 
persoiT to whom he knows the same ought not, in the j>ublic interest, 
to be c(jn)niuni(*ated at that time, Ik* shall be liabh* to tin* same punish- 
nu*nt a*' if he committed an offence under the tor(*going provisions of 
this section,” in other words, to punishment with “imi)risonment f«»r 
a term whi(’h may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both 

Now, Sir, what are the “civil affairs” referred to here: T her<* is a 
definition of “civil affairs” in the Official Secrets Act. “Civil affairs” 
under the Act mean affairs “affecting the relaticms of tlie Governor 
General in Coiyicil with any Niltive State in India* or relating t(» tlie 
public debt or in the fiscal arrangements of the Government of India 
or an\ other important matters of State, where Jhese affairs are of 
such a confidential nature that the public interest would suffer by their 
disclosure”. 

So* Sir, this Act ought to be in the opinion of all reasonable persons 
sufficient to check the communication of official secrets. But, how coulck 
this Act have fallen short of our Government’s objective? Of course 
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the objective of the Government of Bengal is not yet fully disclosed. 
On a comparison, however, we find that very important qualifications 
which are there in th^ Indian Official Secrets Act have been omitted 
so far as this Bill is concerned. This Bill proposes to bring under its 
purview the publication, if unauthorised, of “any un])ubli8bed official 
record relating to any affairs of State or any matters derived therefrom 
or any comment thereon, etc”. That means tlie very important safe- 
guards that are there in the Official Secrets Act, viz., that it must be 
a civil matter of moment, it must be of a confidential nature and again 
of such a (amfidential nature that the public interest will suffer by 
its disclosure, — all those safeguards have been either forgotten or pur- 
posely done away with. How far the vindictive scheme of the present 
Government has gone will appear also from edause 7 of the Bill. That 
the Government contemplate that th<‘n‘ should be two-fold punishments 
for such persons as are found gnilt\ cannot be denied, riause 7 ^ays 
— “Nothing in this Act shall be dtMoned to prevent an\ person from 
being prosecuted under any other Law for ain A<'t or omission which 
constitutes an offence nn<ler this A< t”. So far, ther(‘fore, as the present 
Bill is concerned, it proposes that double punishment ma\ be inflicted 
on those who may be found guilty pnblicjirtion or dissemination of 
any State document or information. Not (ml,\ lliat; it provides even 
for multiple punishnnmt. In fact it pro]>os<‘K no end of punishment 
for those who ntay be victims of the of1i<‘ial wrath of the Government of 
Bengal. 

Here, Sir, I would invite the attenticni of this House to clause 4, 
Sub-clause (/) (d' clause 4, says - “On demaiol b\ arts' authority 
empowered in this behalf b\ the Pr’ovincittl ( iovcriiment , it shall be 
the duty of an,\ person convicted of an offenct' umh'r section d to give 
in waiting all information in his f>o^^el relating to such offence”; and 
sub-clause ( 2 ) adds: “Whoever faiU to give all smdt informat^'^^'i as 
aforesaid or gives anv sindi information falseh shall be punishable 
with imprisonment which ma^ extimd to (»nc year or with fine or wn’th 
both”. So it will be seen that with the first conviction and jmnishment 
there will be no end of troubles <»f these persons. I^'irst of all, they 
will be punished for publishing the so-called official secret. Secondly, 
they will be again punisb(*d f(n- not disclosing information that may 
lead to further disclosures. You will see, therefore, that there will 
be convictitm upon conviction ()f the same person under the diff(‘rent 
j)rovisioiis of this Bill. A Bill of ^ueff a drastic nature .aught not to go 
into the Statute Book witlioul .ooNtiiting ptiblic opinion and without 
thorough t'xaminati^pn of all flic pn*visioti> «»f the Bill from various 
points of view. And in tliui view. Sir, I have propelled that the Bill 
be circulated for eliciting public opinion. That my motion js not 
really a dilatory motion w’ill be apparent from the fact that I have put 
down 3(Hh April as the date by which public opinion will have to be 
elicited. 
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THJ HlJn’Wo Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My friend, I>r. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal, has made a iiu>st pn^vta ative sikhm Ii and lie has shaken his lists 
often that I thoiij^ht that he was 4 ‘oniiiij^ tnit f<a an assault. I will 
not euuilate him, for 1 feel I have ^ot such a ^taal l ase that I need only 
, jireseiit it before the House to j^fet it aceej>te(l. Sii’, it lias In^eii said 
that an attempt is lieiii^ made tt» stifle eritirisnis and to put a ban on 
* expressit>ns t>f oi>inion on jaiblie niatteis. Aii\ one who will it*ud this 
Bill will at once be convineeil that we do not ])i‘oj)ose to do anything 
of the kind. All that the Hill pro]»oses to do is to j>enalise unauthor- 
ised publication of official documents. May 1 remind the Ibmse that 
within the last two years that we have beim in othce, instances have 
occuiied where news]nipers and m*ws-sheets and other diwuments have 
jfivcMi jniblicity to ofHcial records whieb ha\(* not \et l)i*en dtadded u]Hm 
hy (lovernnient and the publication was made not for the pun>ose »»f 
.illy heljiful criticism but for a very mischu'viMis pnr|>os(*, namel\, for 
discrediting the acti^m of the (lovco nimuit ? la'cs ha\(‘ Ikmmi < ir<‘ulated, 
false news have heen published, pro|>;i^anda on abso 1 utid\ ima^Hnative 
anrl supiK>sed circumstances hav(* h(*en (jirrii'd on, and on tin* basis of 
that, th(' Ministry has been afta<ked, inotivi’s have Iveeii ascribed and 
eve]\\ aclion of the .Ministty has heen hebl up to public criticism. Now, 
it is one tiling’" to ])rohibit publication of official documents and it is 
ijuife a different tlnnn- to stop |aiblic criticism. Hy no stretch of 
ima^^ination can it be said that the provisions (vf tin* Hill will at all 
int^y‘fere with the ]mbli( criticism ot offii ial acts I do not wish to ^o 
info details over the ciiticisms that have been otVeied, becausi* | arn 
prejiared toiacc<*pt the *111011011 of m\ fiiend, Mr. Haiendra Nath (’hau- 
dhuri, for circulation of the Hill foi opinion till the dOth ol Ajail. I 
may mention to the Hous(* that liefrtre 1 tlnnijrht of intriMlucin^ the Hill 
in the House, I had it publisln*d in the f'afrutt/i (tnzi'tfr so lon^^ ag’o 
as ITifl^ November, l^l'fM, The If ill has been liefoie tin* jmblic for this 
long* jieriiMl but 1 am again jnepared to place it beffire the public for 
critieisin till the dOth A]>ril, I 9 d 9 . 

Mt, speakers It wmild lie liettei if you winihl give a date in 

May. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: What date would 1m* suit- 
able, Sir? 


Mr. SPEAKER: ^ay. loth of May. 

Th4 Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I tiiivt* no objection. 


nai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 hiive al«o no objec tioo. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Then I take it that it is accepted as a shoiVnotice 
amendment. 

The motion of Itai Hareiidra Nath (.^haudhuri, by way of amend-, 
meiit, that the Beng^al Official lle<*ords Bill, 1939, l>e (‘irculated for the 
purpose (>1 eliciting'- opinion thereon by the 15th May, 1939 (as amended) 
was then put and agreed to. 

The Indiati Stamp (Bengali Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I )>eg to introduce 
a Bill furthei to amend the Indian Stamp Act, 1S99. 

Secretary Ihi'ii read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is a very 
short and businesslike Bill whic'h (lovernment have introduced with a 
view to check the loss of public revenues. The Bill has only two 
clauses; one proposes to amend Article 57 of Schedule I (.1) of the 
Stamp Act and the other j>roposes to amend Article (>2(c) of the same 
Act. 

Sir, tliei'c liave been divergences of judicial opinion as to whether a 
securitv bond executed by a judgment-debtor in favour of a court 
should be ^tamped under Article 4t) or it should be stamped under 
Article 57. The High (’ourt of Allahabad held that it was a 
mortgage and as such should lie stampinl under .Article 40 vvheieas the 
Chief Court of Oudh in the Cnited 1‘rovinces held that it was not a 
mortgage deed, but a security deed and should lie stami)ed undei* Article 
57, i.e., only a lower rate of stamp dut;^ should be payable. The views 
of the High (kmrt of Allahabad were that there can be no coijtract 
between a judgment-debtor and a court, whereas the Chief Court held 
that it was an implied contraid and in fairness and equity a nominal 
stanij) duty should be payable. That is the genesis of this amendment. 
The Government of India also agreed that this divergence should be 
reconciled and suggested that as the Provincial Covernments have 
now ])ower to amend the Stamp Act they should undertake legislation. 

As regards Article 02 (c), the i>oint is this: That tor mortgage by 
dejiosit of title deeds, wdien the interest secured by such mortgage is 
transferred, whether the stamp dutv^ is payable under, Aiiiele 40 or a 
nominal stamp duty is payable under section 62 (c). There w’as a case 
in Calcutta in which the title deeds of an immovable property were 
deIM>8it©^l as a seeurity for reimyment of a heavy loan. Now the intere.st 
thus secured was transferred later on by payment {>f a nominal stamp 
duty under Article 6. The Collector of Stamp Revenue, Calcutta, held 
‘^that it was a transfer and full stamp duty under AHicle 23 was pay- 
able. There was an appeal to the Board of Revenue, and the Board 
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also lield the stinie view. Then the matter was taken to the Hoii’ble 
High Court. The Higli Court on the other hand held that the coiiceR* 
sion granted under Article 02 (c) was available to the ]>«uties. This led 
to a liKSs of considerable [>ublic revenues and in older to prevent such 
a ItKSs in future Governmenl (Inmghl that it was necessary to and 
justified to introduce the Bill. 

With these words 1 beg to move, lor the acc<‘|)tania‘ of the House, 
that the said Bill he taken into consi<lerat i(»n . 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 lug to move, b\ way td ameml- 
meiit, that the Bill 1 k‘ refernMl to a Select Conimitti'e consisting of - 

(1) The Hfm’ble Sii Bij<v\ Prasad Singh Roy. 

(2) Mr. 1. D. .Talati, 

{>\) Maulvi Abu llossain Saikar, 

• (4) Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddi(|i, 

(5) Mr. Dhirendra Naravan Mukerji, 

(0) Mr. M. A. V. Hirtzid. 

(7) Mr. Rulin Ihdian Mulluk. 

((S) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, 

(9) Maulvi Abdul Tv.itif Biswas, and 
.(10) 1>1-. Nalinal|slia Sainal, 

W’ilh instructions to suhmit then ie|M)il h\ Ibth March, 1930, and that 
the (iuorum ot the Sehn t CoinmittiM* he fixed at ioui. 

I do not really desire to take thT‘ time of tin* House hy a lon^ speech. 
1 would only draw the attention of the Ministei in charge to his own 
statf^*nt that the.c aie (amfliiting opinions ol diflei’ent autlnuities. 
J think, thciefoie, that insleail of taking on oursel\(‘s tin* responsihility 
of adjudicating on smh a mattei in whiidi the High C<Mirt.s could have 
conflicting views, it would be mm h Ictti'i to leave that pait ol ihe 
business to a Select ( binmittee which would In* in a position to examine 
tlip implications carefully. Thereafter if that Seler 1 Committee rei om- 
raends the adoption of these ]>rovisions, the ITouse would Ik* in a lM*ttei 
position to accept tin* motion and to uinh‘i stand what they an* doing. 
That is all what 1 want to .sa> . 1 have everv sympathy, as a matter 

of fact, wo'th alUthat the ILm’ble^Minislei has said lAinut (crtain discre- 
pancies and I (luite uudei stand the nc<es.sitv nf suifablv amending the 
present Act, so that some ]>eople who aie able to pay may not evade. 
In fact I know of one case in which an attempt was made to evade the 
baym^nt of .stamp duty where Government could legitimately claim 
that stamp duty should lie paid. Here the High Court held that the 
stamp duty was not jraynble on the ground that the deed of title had 
not been transferred. I, therefore, suhmif that a matter like this 
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where an imjiortant question of principle is involved and where even 
the Hi^h Court Tudges could not see eye to eye with one another, 
should be first referred to a Select Committee. With these words, Sir,' 
I move my motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I formally opisKse 
it, but at the same time I appreciate the sweet reasonableness of the 
speech at least for once of my friend Di*. Sanya I. 

The motion that the Indian Stamp (Bengal Amendment) Bill, mH, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(J) The Ilnn’lde Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 

(2) Mr. I. J). Jalan, 

(•1) Maiilvi Abu ILtssain Sarkar, 

(4) Mr, AlKlur Rahman Siddiiii, 

(5) Ml. Dhiumdra Narayan Mukeiji, 

(f)) Mr. M. A. K. Hirtzel, 

(7) Mr. Piilin Behar\ Miillick, 

(8) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, 

(9) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, and 

(10) J>r. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

with instructions to submit their leport by I5th March, 1949, and tiiat 
the (piorum of the Select Committee' be tixed at four, was then jait 
and lost. 

The motion that the Indian Stamp (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948. 
lie taken into consideration was then put and agreed tf). 

Clause /. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; 1 beg to move that 
in clause 1, for the figure “1948” the figure “1949“ be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 1 as amended stands [lart ot the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; May 1 say as regards my motion 
No. 95 that as a matter of fact the security bond exec uted by the judg- 
ment-debtor for the due performance of certain duties need not be 
stamped at all 
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Mfr SPlEAKERs The present purpose is to reconcile divergencies. 

The question that clause 2 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The question that the Breainhle stands part ot the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I lug to move that 
the Bill, as settled in the Assemhly, he passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Excise (Amendment) Bill, 1839. 

The HorPhle Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: I h.g to introduce 
a Bill further to amend station (Jo of the Bengal Excise .Vet, 1009. 
Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Hon'ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, I heg to move 
that the Bengal Excise (Amendment) Bill, 10-t!t, ho taU*n into con- 
sideration. • 

The aim and ohject ot the Bill Ni‘i\ simple and clear. St‘C.tion Oh 
ot the Act do(*s not give powtu t(j the Inspi'clors ol hJxi'ise to compound 
hJxcise cases, and this amtMidment is just to ^i\i- them that power. 
Wkh these words I he^ to romimuid my motion to the accejOanct* ot the 
House. 

• 

The motion wa^ then pul and agreed to. 

danse /. 


'1^ (juestioij that c*laiis(‘ 
agreed to. 


stands part of the Bill was then put and 
(Uduse 2. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I he;> t(» movt* that in clause 
2,* in line 0, after the words “inspci tor ot Excise” the words, “with 
the written permission of the (collector ot the District or oi any other 
officer, not below the rank of Deputy (’ollector or Superintendent of 
Excise, as may lu* authorised in t^is beluilf by the Tpllector” be insert- 
ed. ’ * 

The object of my amendment is very simple. The amendment pro- 
poses not to give an unrestricted right to the Inspector of Excise to 
compound or withdraw cases. Sir, in these days when the Congress 
provin?;es are trying prohibition in their respective provinces the Bengal 
Government have not raised their little finger towards that end. Now, 
it ia well-knowm that many offences are being committed by persons who 
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smuggle articles of excise, aud these cases ought to be tried very strictly. 
That is the reason why I say that the Inspector of Excise should not be 
given any unre8tricte(I^ right to compound or to withdraw such cases. 
In the Statement of Objects and Reasons I find that in many districts 
the post of Superintendent of Excise has been abolished but that does 
not affect the position. The Inspector of Excise may take the permis- 
sion of the District Magistrate or the Deputy (k)l lector who may be 
authorised in that behalf for compounding or withdrawing excise cases. 
Anyhow, there should be a safeguard so that the criminals may be 
])Uiiished. Why should an In8j>ector of Excise be authorised to with- 
draw cases? I don’t see any reason why. So 1 submit, Sir, (be mem- 
bers to my opposite should support at least this inotfensive amendment 
of mine. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 rise to support the 
amendment of my friend Mr. Biswas M/. Biswas lias not made one 
point parlicularly cl(‘ar and (hat is this. The words “Superintiuidenl 
of Excise” were introduced in the Act ol IbIM) by the amending Act of 
1914. Before the ena<tment of 1914 the power to compound offences in 
excise matters rested wdth th(* (’olb'cto? and not with any excis*^ 
officer whatever might have been his rank unless he w’as specially 
empowered by the Ijocal Government It w’as only after the amending 
A(T of 1914 that you got the jMiwer for the Excise Department and 
that power was vested in excise officers of the highest rank, namely, 
the Superintendents of Excise. But now’ you propose to introduce 
Inspectors of Excise in the jilace of the Superintendents oi Excise. 
What will be tin* position then? The jxover to comjiouml excise 
offences will come to bt‘ \ested in otihceis lik(‘ Inspectois o( Excise. 
That was surely not contemplated even hy the trovernment of 1914. 
What therefore my friend Mr. Biswas suggests is tliat (‘ven if you^ vest 
(he power in the Inspectors of Excise let them be controlled and guided 
by the views of superior officers, either of the Genera 1 Administrative 
Department or of the Department of Excise where there are Sujierin- 
teiidents of Excise. Why should you not accept this amendment? 
Will you leave the discretion unfettered to the Inspectors of Excise? 
Do you consider that these Inspe<*tors of Pixeise who are responsible for 
bringing to book these offenders should be the proper persons to arrange 
compromise with them? Should you not endeavour to see that the 
activities of theses officers in the matter of compounding offences are 
regulated by the advice of the general executive officer or superior 
excise officers if any. I think this is a very reasonable amendment and 
it aught to be accepted by Government in the interest of the reputation 
of the Inspectors of Excise themselves. 

, The Hon’hle Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, in the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons it has been stated that most of our districts 
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now iiT charge of Inspectors of Excise ami these Inspectors of Excise 
are responsible officers. (loverniuent know that they are very good 
officers and unless they are given this power to compound cases the very 
object of the Bill would be defeated. So I oppose the motion. 

• The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause* li, in line 
after the words “Inspector of Excise” the words “with the written jkm- 

• mission of the Collector of the district or of any other officer, not below 
the rank of Deputy Collector or Superintendent of Excise, us may he 
authorised in this belialf by the ('ollector” be inserted was then put 
and lost. 

The Question that clause 2 stands part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The question that the Preamble stands part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

.The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sii‘, I beg to mov(‘ 
that the said Bill as settled in the Assembly be passed. 

The motion was then put ami agreed to. 

The Administrator-GeneraPs (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir,^ 1 beg to introduce a Bill to amend the Administrator-( leneraPs 
Act, 19Pf, in its aiiplication to Bengal. 

.Secretary then read*1he short title (»f the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARDUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 beg also to move that the said Bill be < in ulated for the purpose ot 
elicit^j^ oj»ini(ui thereon b\ the -heie with \our permission. Sir, I 
want to extend the period — 17th duly, 19d9. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Official Trustees (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

9 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I beg to introduce a Bill to amend the Oflit ial d’rustt‘eH Act, I91d, 
in its application to Bengal. ^ ^ 

Secretary tbeii read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’bte Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIR, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I beg also to Inove that the Official Trust/ees (Bengal Amendment i 
Bill, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 

the 17th July, 1939. 

The motion was then pul and agrecMl to. 
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The Calcutta Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon^tole Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I heg to introfluce a 
Bill to amend tjection 38 of the Calcutta Police Act, IStifi. 

Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I be^^ also to move 
that the said Bill l>e taken into l onsideration. 

The motion was then put and an^reed'tg. 

Clan.'ie /. 

The question that clause I stand part ot the Bill Was then put and 
agreed to. 


(UilUSt' 'J 

The (juestion that clau.se stainl j)art of the Bill was theii i)ut and 
agreed to. 

The (luestion that (he Picanible stand j)arl (d (lie Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 
the (Calcutta Police (Amendment) Bill, li)3b, as .iettled in the Assembly, 
be passed. 

The motion was tlieii put and agreed to. 

\ 

Earlier sitting on 6th April, 1939. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that to-morrow a large number of 
members will be going out of Calcutta on account of the holidays. So 
I jjropose that the Assembly may meet 15 minutes earlier, that is, at 
4-30 p.m. so that we may finisli our business by 7 p.m. I hope, 
honourable members wdll kindly co-operate with me to see that we finish 
our business as early as possible. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-30 p.m. on Thursday, the 6th 
April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Asskmiita int‘t in Uie A‘<'<(‘inl>}\ llnust*, (’alcntta, on TImrstlay, 
tlie (itli April, at 4-;i0 p.in. 

Present: 

Mr. S])eal\t‘r (flip Ilon’ihlo Klian Haluolur M. A/.izri. Haui’K, (M.k.) 
in ( hair, II llon’hh' Ministors and ‘.^Oo imonhcrs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sii" Hi|()\, \ on nMnoinlxM' llial yon nuido a Htato- 
inent yesterday in ('onneciion witli a (pipslion and lliat Dr. Nalinak.sha 
San\al wanted lo move an adjonnimeiil motion re^ardinjif iliis?' I 
liave .since coii.sideied tlie a<ljonrnme?il nn/tion very carelnlly. 1 am 
very douldtiil whether tlie adjonniinent motion is in order, even though 
I have .<^i\en my con, sent to the motion heiii^’ )>ionj.{‘ht. I think that 
tlie best tiling- would he, since the motion arises out of a (luestioii, 
that after to-da\ s ((uestions an* over he should he allowed to ask 
supplementary ({uestions and \oii would answer them. In the mean- 
time, T shall ^»‘ive a copy of the statement to Dr. Sanysil. 

• • 

The Hofi’ble Sir WJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: All ri^rht, Sir. 

• 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Inclusion of Nandigram thana in Bogra. 

• *324. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Ilon’lde 
Minister in char^jife of the Local Self-(jovernment Department aware — 

(i) that the area under the Nandi j^ram thana which has been 
incoy^iorated in the district of liogra has hot yet come under 
the administration of the Bogra District Board ; and 

(n) that this is cau.sing hardship to the people dof the thana as the 
Rajshahi District Board have withheld payments of grants- 
, in-aid to educational institutions, dispensaries, etc. ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble- 
Mniister be pleased to state what steps do the Government propose to 
27 
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take in expediting the transfer of the jurisdiction of the said than a to 
Bogra District Board ? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) (?) Yes. 

(it) No hardship has been caused as the Rajshahi District Board has 
not withheld payments to dispensaries and public health circles in the 
area under the Nandigrani tliana. As regards grants-in-aid to primary 
schools within this area, it is uiiderstcfed fhat the District Magistrate 
of Bogra, who is the President of the Bogra District School Board, 
has issued orders for the j)ayment of the salaries of the teachers of these 
primary schools. 

(h) The revenue jurisdiction of the area in question will be transfer- 
red to Bogra with effect from Jsl April, Steps will be taken there- 

after to transfer the jurisdiction of the area for Local Self-Government 
purjmses, to the District Board of Bogra. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 was referring to the 
middle English school and not to the ])rimarN schocds which are under 
the District Board. Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he is aware that the Bhatra High English School, whicdi is in Nandi- 
gram thana, has not been receiving any grant since the last one year, 
i.e., with effect from the 1st April, 11)381^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, J have taken note of the honourable member’s question,^ !»*iid I 
shall make an enquiry into this matter. 


Bengal Road Project. 

*325. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) the amount of money allotted to Bengal from the Indian Road 
Fund pqr year since its creation; 

(it) the amount received up to date from the I^dia Government, 
year by year; 

(m) the amount spent up to date; and 
(tv) the balance in hand, if any? 
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(^) Is* it a fact — 

(f) that no definite achenie has yet been drawn for the improvement 
of the roads in Beiif^al; and 

(ii) that an amount fn)ni tin* contribution by the India Government 
was available? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the atlirniutive, what are the reasons 
for the delay and for not spending the amount in hainl? 

(d) Is it a fact — 

’ ■> 

(/) that some years back a special oflicer was apiH)inted for drawing 
up a scheme for ])rovincial roa<l projt‘(’t ; 

(//) that the officer has already submitted a scheme ft»r IJenjfal; and 
(///) that this has already been published? 

(e) If the answer to (luestion (d) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon4d(' Minister be pleased to state why no steps have yet been taken to 
translate the scheme intp action? 

. (/) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state what scheme, if 
any, has been iirejuired up to date by the Spjsdal Road Hoard Officer? 

\ {(f) If no scliei^e lias yet been j)repared by the S])ecial Officer, will 
the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state the reason for the delay? 


MINISTER in charge of the*COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Maharaja Sriechandra Nandy, of 
Coftioibazar) : {a) and (/>) (//) A statement is laid on the table. 

{h) (i) and yc) I would invite the att<*ntion of the hon’ble member 
to Mr, Kiri^j^’s recently published report tc> my speerdi when presenting 
the demand for gnuit for Hh3H-r‘J9 and my reply to the recent discussion 
on the demand for next year. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Action has already been taken and further action is being taken 
to construct of improve roads included in the report. 

(/) The Special Road Board Officer was not appointed to prepare any 
scheme. His main duties are concerned with the expedition of sanction 
to a^roved projects. The list of projects in hand or about to be taken 
up is shown in the Budget Estimate recently passed by the House. 


« (g) Does not arise. 

27a 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) and (b) (ii) of starred 
question No. 325. 


[The figures are lo thoasauds of rupees.] 



1930-31. 

1931-32. 

1932-33. 

1933-34. 

1934-35. 

1935-86. 

1936-87. 

1937-38. 

Opening balance 


14.89 

9,92 

22,18 

28,74 

84,78 

38,01 

43,33 

Beoeipta 

19,30 

6,00 

22,55 j 

12,50 

13,21 

14,13 

17,66 

2,27* 

Total 

19,30 

20,89 

32,47 

34,68 

41,96 

48,91 

66,27 

45,60 

Charges 

4,41 

10,97 

10,29 

6,94 

7,17 

10,30 

12,94 

13,22 

Closing balance 

14,89 

9.92 

22,18 

28,74 

34,78 

;i8,61 

43,33 

32,38t 


•The figure ri'prcwiits a Hp<‘eial e<»ntrH>iitiori tn»in tin- Kewneof tlie tViitrul Koad Fund towards tlie 
constnietlon of the Sevoke-Hagrakote Road, 


tin addition, the Government of India hold to the eredlt of tills province a further stun of alanit 
lla. 31, 50, (KM) In respect of n'vemie raised up t<i 30th Sejiteinher, 1038 The exiauidlturc during the year 
1988-30 Is estimated to he Ks. 30,00,000. 

Assistants sent on deputation to other departments on higher grades. 

•326. Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) AVill the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Finance Dejiarlinent he jileased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many Lower Division assistants in his department dnrmg 
the five years ending 2Sth February, 193Ji, have been sent on 
deputation to other departments, e.g., Sp(*cial Branch, 
Home Department; Reforms Section, Home Department; 
Rural Indebtedness Department; to work there in the Upper 
Division or on special liigher pay than what they were 
drawing in their substantive post in the Riiance 
Department ; 

(ii) how many of them are of — 

(1) Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christian, 

(6) Anglo-Indian, and 

(6) other minority community; and 

(iii) what are their academic qualifications? 

(b) Is it a fact that there are no Muslims among the persons sent on 
deputation as referred to in (a) (t) ? 

(c) If so, why? 
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(^5 Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table another 
statement showing the number existing at present in the Finance 
Department of assistants who are — 

(t) Graduates, 

• (u) Undergraduates, 

(m) I. A. and I. Sc. 

(iv) Matric, 

(v) Under Matric, amongst — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christians, 

(5) Anglo-Indians, and 

(6) other minority community? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (u) (/) and (//) No assistants 
wer(‘ actuallv sent on dc^juilal ion h\ the Finarice l)(*partment to any 
other departnient duiing (hi* last five Nears. Hut four assistants who 
had applied for temporary posts on higlier pay in other departments 
were selected by tliose dejiartments foi appointment in such l(‘m])orary 
j)OHis. • 

Three of these men who were selected in 11)3o were Caste Hindus, 
and tlie foifrth man who was selecteil in 1938 was a Muslim. 

(ill) All of them were graduatgs. 

(h) No, tlien* was one Muslim as already slated. 

(rf?) Does not arise. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to m the, repJi/ to eJ(iu;< (d) of niorred, tjnestion 

No, :m. 


Caste Hindus 
Muslims 

Scheduled Castes • 
Indian phristian 
Anglo-Indian . . 
(Hher minority 
Gpmm unities. 


Gradua- 

tes. 


Under- 
graduates, 
I.A.’s and 

1.13c, ’8 


Matricu- 

lates. 


under 

Matricu- 

late. 
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lAu IIADHU8UDAII BARKER: In consideration of the paucity 
cheduled Castes appointments in the department, will the Hon’ble 
ister be pleased to state whether Government consider the desir- 
ity of giving special facilities to the Scheduled Castes candidates, 
milable ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you have not read the question. The 
}tion is not about any new appointments; the question is about the 
jtation of some assistants to other departments. So, your question 
I not arise. 

Appointments in the Finance Department. 

327. Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Will the Hoirble 
ister in charge of the Finance Department be ])lease(I to lay on the 
B (not on the Library table) a statement showing from the Ist April, 
\ up to date — 

(i) number and names of persons promoted from the Lowei to the 
Upper Division in the Finance Department; 

(u) how many of them are of — 

(1) Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, 

(f1) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christian, 

(b) Anglo-Indian, and 

(d) other minority communities 

iii) how many liave been suj)ersed<‘d by the promotions referred 

to in (i); 

iv) who lias been 8U[u*rsede(l ]>y whom; 

(v) how many ])prsons have been promoted in that department to 

Assistant Secretaryshi]) and Kegistrarship ; and 
vi) wliat are their names and qualifications? 

[h) Will the HoiCble Minister be pleased to state whether there has 
\ any supersession by these promotions referred to in (a) (v)? 

V) If so, who lifts lieen superseded by whom? 

(J) Will the^HoiCble MinistiT be pleased to lay on the table another 
ement showing — 

(?) how many menials are there in the Budget Branch of ^e 
Finance IK^partmeut ; 
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(^) hc)w many of them are of — 

(1) Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, 

(8) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christian, 

(5) Anglo-Indian, and 

(G) otlicr iniiiuril} conniiuiiitics ; and 

(ill) how many of llirni have been Hp|ioin<ed from llic Isl April, 

1937, up io date? 

. The Hoffi’We Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: {o) {,) Only one 
person, Babu Khagendra Nath (ibosJi, was j)romoted from the liower 
to the Upper Division in ilie Finance Department during tlie period 
from 1st April, 1987, up to date. 

(ii) The promotee is a Caste Hindu. 

(///) There was no siipers(‘.ssion, lu'catisi* lln* name of iht‘ j>romotee 
stood first on the list of assistants earmarked for promotion ti) the lT]>per 
Division. The j)roi^)otee had Ixum earmark(‘d in 1928. 'rheic* is no 
other assistant who had laxm earmarked for promotion earlic'r than 

1929. 

(iv) Does not arise. • 

( r) OiH* p<‘rson has been proniol«Ml to Assistard Secretaryship 
(BuH^wt) and one to Begistrarsbip. 

(rl) Babu llemanta Kumar Bhattaeliaryya, j».a., Ist Head 
Assistant, Budget Branch, was promoteil to be Assistant Secretary, 
Budget Branch. 

. Maulvi Md. Nabi, M.sr., 1st Head Assistant, Audit Bran<h, was 
promoted to be Registrar, Finance Department. 

(h) There was only one j)erson senior to both Babu IF'raunta Kumar 
Bhattaeliaryya ^and Maulvi M<1. #Habi, but as he wait due to retire about 
the time when these promotions uere made, his ease could not lie taken 
into consideration. 

* 

As between 4he two j)idmotees Maulvi Md. Nabi was senior but 
Babu* Hemanta Kumar Bhattaeharyya of the Budget Branch was 
preferred for the post of Assistant Secretary (Budget). 

• (c) Does not arise. 
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{d) (^) There are six menials in the Budget Branch including 4 
orderly peons. 

(ii) Four of them belong to the Scheduled Castes and two are up- 
country Hindus. 

{Hi) Four of them have been appointed since Ist April, 19^17; one, 
an up-country man, was appointed in 19^17, and the remaining three, 
all belonging to the Scdieduled Castes, were appointed in 1938-39. 


Realisation of arrear rents in the Western Duars Khas Mahals. 

*328. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Keveniie l)e[)artnicnt be pleased to 
state whether it is a fa(-i — 

(i) that (iovernment have kept in abeyance the realisation of rents 
in the Western Duars Government Khas Mahal for 2 years 
for the relief of the Khas Mahal tenants; 

(//) that the Government have now been resorting to the provisions 
of Itevenue Sales l^aw for the 8i>eedy realisation of the arrear 
rents in the said area ; and 

(Hi) that ree(‘ntly a number of estates there have been sold by auction 
by the Government under the Revenue Sales Law)' 

‘ I • 

(h) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to ^iate the total number 
of acres tliat have be(‘n advertised for sale and sold by auction under 
the Revenue Sales I^aw in the WesteiM Duars Government Khas Mahal 
since the issue of the Government Circular or Notification suspending 
collection of rent for tuo years by certificates ? ^ * 

(c) Are th(‘ Government considering the desirability of stopping the 
realisation of arrear rents through the liel[) of the Revenue Sales Law 
till the certificate procedure is kept in abeyance? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (?) No. 

(ii) Yes, but under circumstances provided in Rule 58 of the Crown 
Estates Manual, 19ll2. * 

(Hi) Only 21 jotes have been sold in 1938-39 out of a total of 16,380 
jotes in the WesterU Duars. 

(h) Since the issue of the order suspending realisaHon of rents by 
certificate procedure 18.198 acres have been advertised for sale and 
7(39 acres have been actually sold. 

(c) No. 
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Doprovincialization of Noakhali R. K, Zilla School. 

•329. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: {a) Will Ilou’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to lay on 
* the table a statement showing for the years 1937-^8 and 1938-39— 

(i) the number of pupils in the Noakhali R. K. Zilla School; 

(it) the income derived from fees and other sources; and 

(Hi) the total ex|)enditure of the school!^ 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the numerical strength of students in tlu‘ said schoid is 
small in comparison with those of other (joverninent sihtmls; 
and 

. (n) that the school has no house ot its own? 

(c) If. so, are the (Tovernment (“onsidering tlu‘ desiraldlity of dej)ro- 
vincializing the Noakhali R. K. Zilla School'' 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): {a) (/) T1 le number of jmiuls on 
the^rolls on the 31st March, 1938, was lltd against tJlO on the same date 
of the preceding year. 

(ii) The total receipls from fees, fim's, ink-fees and seat rent amount- 
ed to Rs. T), 834-1 3 during tin* year 19‘)T-38 against R>. 0 , 78*2 ni ll\e 
preceding year. 

(lii) The total expenditure during the year 1937-38 was Rs. 
agaiumt^Rs. 121,551 in the preceding year. 

(h) Yes. 

.(c) No. The Noakhali R. K. School being the only (iovernment 
high school in the district of Noakhali, it should continue to exist in 
the interest of education in the district. 


Official mode of address to Presidents of Union Boards. 

•330. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: On Is the lion ble 
•Minister in charge of the j/ocal Self-Government Jlepartment aware 
that the District Magistrates and Subdivisional Magistrates in addn^ss- 
ing the^ elected Presidents of the Union Boards especially in the district 
of Tippera do not use the expression “I have the honoiir, etc..’^ at the 
beginning' and “I have the honour to be, Sir, Your most obedient 
servant” at the end as they used to do before? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Oovernment 
considering the desirability of issuing instructions to the District 
Magistrates and Subdivisional Officers to use the official mode in 
addressing the Presidents of Union Boards? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Government have recently, in the interest of economy, directed the 
abandonment of the official form of address between officials in the dis- 
tricts and substituted the “memorandum” form. It has been ascer- 
tained that the loc^al officers in some districts, including Tippera, have 
been using the “memorandum” form in their correspondence with the 
Presidents of Union Boards also. Tlie use of this form for corre- 
spondence with Presidents of Union Boards does not imply any dis- 
courtesy, but on the other hand, connotes the existence of a relationship 
of the same close;, friendly and informal character between local officials 
and Presidents of Union Boards as exists between the officials themselves. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount that has Iven saved by substituting 
this memorandum form ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daepa: 

J want notice, Sir. • * 

c 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the ilon ble Minister be 
pleased to state wh(*ther there will lie subsl it ul ion of the memorandum 
form in tin* case of correspondence uith other oiiic(*rs? 

Mr, SPEAKER; Mr. Datia, I am afraid that >ou do not know the 
story of the Ilon'ble the ('hief Minister, viz., that when \ou use the 
e.Npression: “J have the honour to be >our most obedient servant” the 
word “servant” is a mistake. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I want to know whether 
in relation to the correspondence with other officers, there was any 
substitution of the memorandum form, as you call itb 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I don’t know anything about it. ‘ 

< Mr. PROMATHA RANilAN THAKUR: With reference to the last 
three lines of the answer where the Hon’ble Minister has said: “on “the 
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other hand, connotes the existence of a relationship of the same close, 
friendly and informal character between local officials and Presidents 
of Union Boards as exists betw'eeu the officials themselves”, is the 
Hon*ble Minister aware that Presidents of Union Boards stand on a 
• different footing altogetlier from the officials who are paid? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: They are not officials, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The Hon ble Minister has 
referred to economy. Mas 1 emiuirc whetlicr it is econoni\ of time, 
space or prestige? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Economy of time and money. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the official metliod of addressing the officials by 
Preasidents of Union^ Boards ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice, Sir.* * 

m 

# • 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In vi.w .,1 (In- ansvvio' given, 
will the Hon’ldc Minister be pleased to state whether there arc* any 
reasons for taking exception to the Siibdivisional Officers and District 
Magistrates using the memorandum form in their cMirrespondencie ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I don’t think so. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8; 

close relation^ip "TO 5^^? 

Mfa 8PEAKER: Order, order. I think you can leave that fof 
your domestic purpose. 
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Terrorist prisoners and their examination by an Advisory Committee. 

*330A. Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what progress has been made in the examination of the cases 
of terrorist prisoners by the Advisory Committee appointed 
by (iovernment ; and 

(//) when is such examination likely to be completed? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN): 1 ’he Conmiittee has had Id sittings and 
has made recommendations to (iovernment in lid cases. On the 
recommendation of tlie Committee, 08 prisoners have been released and 
the cases of 15 are under examination at the moment. This is in 
addition to 124 cases released hy (Iovernment on its own initiative 
without reference to the (oinmittee. One hundred and thirty-one cases 
remain to be considercMl liy tlie Committee. In (it) cases tlie Committee 
considered it desirahh' to interview the convi(*j liefore making a recom- 
mendation, and arrangements were made h\ (iovernment foi’ the first 
hatch of such interviews on the 181h January, l!)d0. The convicts on 
that date refused to be examined individually by the Committee, who, 
however, on Maridi 21st reijuested (iovernment to afford a further 
opportunity for 12 reiiresentatives of those selected for interview* to 
ap])ear before them in order that their ])ositioi> might be more fully 
explained, and that the prisoners might be given an opjiortunity to 
revise tlH'ir decision and adopt a reasonable attitude. This interview 
took ])lace on dth April, and it is understoml that the jirisoners are 
now considering their attitude afresh. , 

# t 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten iis as to the reasons which led the (’oinmittee to 
have an interview with the (iti convict-prisoners before making any 
recomimmdation and what art* the points that are going to be ascer- 
tained in the interview ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T have not asked the 
question to the ( oi.nnittee why they have done so. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if these convicts will be asked any question about 
personal undertaking or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information on 
this point. This matter is in the hands of the Committee. 
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(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Excavation of the Tentulia-Balugram Canal, Faridpur. 

129. Mr. JAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (^/) Is the Hon’ble 
* Minister in charge of the Coiniiuinications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(i) that the Tentiilia-Balugrain (’anal in iKdice-station Kashiani in 

Faridpur district has l>eeii silted up; 

(ii) that there is failure of crops ; 

(iU) that the local ]K*oj>]e are living in distress; and 
(iv) that the loc-al people gave contribution of Its. 2,5lH) to (lovern- 
ment for survey and excavation of the canal y 

(h) If the answer to (n) (tr) is in the afiinnative, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to st^ite liow has the contribution bt'cn utilised y 
(c) If. no acdiofi has hecni taken yet, are the (tovernnuuii (S)nt(»injdat- 

ing the desirability of the survey an<l excavation of the canal y 

• 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISGHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar : 

(a) (?) The condition of th<‘ Tcntulia-Halugiain khal is such as might 
be exi>ected of a khdl travansing a low-lying hil liable to flood during 
the* rains. The improvement of this khal by it.self cannot ]>rev(‘nt the 
flooding of the hil tlnough which the Balugram-Tentulia khal flows. 

(ii) Failure (d‘ cropjT in the low hil lands adjoining the khal occurs 
here and there in years of high floods only. 

{lii) Some distres^^ has Wen cau.%1 to the peoi)le owing to the unpre- 
cedentedly high flood ot last \ear. 

(tS) ilhe sum of Hs. 2,000 (not Bs, 2,500) was raised locally as a 
contribution towards the cost of a survey and an investigation which 
were considered necessary in order to ascertain the jmssibility of reduc- 
ing- the’flood of the low areas north of the Madaripur Bil lioute. No 
local subscription for the actual exca\ation of the canal has Wen paid. 

*{h) The sum contributed by the people has been fully utilised in 
doing a portion of the survey work, reading gauges, etc. The unfinished 
survey work is now being completed at the expense of Government. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to (h), 
•will the Hon'ble Minister be plea.sed to state wha^ Government are 
going to do after ^the survey work ? 

The^Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

They will consider whether it is possible to formulate a scheme to , 
improve the drainage of the area. 
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Capital grant for tha education of Schedulod Castes. 

130. Babu LAK8HMI NARAYAN BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to slate 
whether it is a fact — 

0 

(i) that the Scheduled (Jastes '.IJducAtion Committee recommended 

to spend the capital f^rant 9t‘-K8..5 lakhs in the year 1938-39;' 
and - * 

(ii) that the tiovernment have* not accepted the recommendation? 

ih) If the answer to (a) is in ihc affirmative, will the Hoii’ble 
Minister he ideased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the proceedings of the meeting held in connection with the grant? 

(d) Will the iron’hle Minister lie pleased to state in detail (item by 
item 'I how the sum of Us. 1 lakh 97 thousand have been spent up till 
now ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of sj>ending the 
unspent balance of Us. 3 lakhs 3 thousand in the yetir 1939-4U? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (/) Yes. 

(it) and (h) Government have not accepted only such of their 
recommendations as were considered un.suitable. 

(c) The proceedings are treated as confidential and I regret .they 
cannot lie placed on the table. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) Yes ^ 

Utaiement referred, 1o in the reply to clattse {d) of unUarred queMion 

No. m. ' ' 

The figure of Us. 1,97,099 is the rough estimate of exi)enditure not 
the actual expenditure. The details of Us. 1,97,990 are given below: — 


Us. 

(1) Pay of the staff ... 1,700 

(2) Travelling allowance ... 400 

(3) Other fjontingencies . ... 3,700 

(4) Stipends ... 20,000 

(6) Grant-in-aid ... 1,71,000 


Total ... 1,96,800 


Say ... 1,97,000 
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DiwriiiiiiHiting treatment of Indian patients in Eye Department of the 
Calcutta Medical College. 

1S1. Mr. MAQBUL H0S8AIN: «>) llio Iloirblt* Minister in 
charge of the Pul>lir Health DeimrtJnoiit aware that in the Kye Dejiart- 
inent of the Calcutta Medical fiollege, more attention is given to the 
European and the Anglo-Tndrau i>atients than the Indian ])atient8? 

(h) If so, what are the reason s'iheretor? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (tt) There is no ditVerence in the 
attention given to ICurojieun. Anglo-Indian and Intlian ]mlienls in the 
Eye Infirmary of the Medical College Hospitals. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Supplementary Questions and Answers on the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Pi’hsad Singh Roy on Starred Question No. 323A 

• of 5th April, 1939, put by Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan. 

.Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I trust you will kindly allow 
us ft little more tiinf than iHual to jmt supplementary (|uestions in an 
exhaustive manner hecguse tlo‘ statement made hy the Hon”l)le Minister 
is exhaustive. 

Mr. SIBNATH*BANERJEE: On a point of information, Sir. I 
wouj^l like to know from you whether the jirivilege of putting supple- 
uienTai^' quest ioii.v would he given onls to Dr. Sanyal or to every one 
of us, so that we may also put supplementary questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think tliat Dr. Sanyal stands in a spec, ml 
favoured posit ijii. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the statement 
made hy the Hon’hle Minister that the District Magistrate informed 
Government that there were duo hungry person?^ among those who 
approached him, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state how the 
Magistrate had ascertained if the people were hungry or not? 

The Hoil’ble* Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The District 
Magistrate had the opportunity of talking to these people. They first 
of all assembled round his house and from there they went round about; 
the Church, where the District Magistrate went and met them and 
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discussed matters with them for hours together. So he had ample 
opportunity of ascertaining whether any of them was really hungry 
or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the use of any appetisometer or thermo- 
meter or harornetre which could measure actually the degree of hunger 
in them? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement 
that similar hunger-marches have been staged in more than one district, 
will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to specify the particular hunger- 
marches he had in view, as referred to in the statement? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Speaking from 
memory, I may say tfmt there were at least two more — one in Jessore and 
another at Madarijiur in the district of Faridpur. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the specific 
marches referred to in Jessore and Madaripur as well as in Bakarganj, 
will the Hon ’hie Minister he ])leased to name the persons suspected 
to he lesponsihh' for having organised those marches and themselves 
remaining ])ehind the scene? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I have in my 
possession certain names which 1 will only he too glad to read out. 

Persons suspected to he responsible for the so-called hunger-marches 
in Barisal are — , 

Satindra Nath Sen, 

Gopal Chandra Mukherjee, 

Monoranjan Chakravarty, 

Amhika Charan Guha, 

Suresh Ganguly, 

Santosh Kumar Mukherjee, and 
Kunja Behari Bose. 

Those who are directjy connected were — 

Nirendra Nath Ghose, 

Satindra Nath Sen, 

Surendra Nath Ganguli, and 
Birendra Nath Das Gupta. 
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^^hose’who are responsible for the Faritlpur hunger-march are the 
following : — 

Jibau Ranjan Sarkar, 

Kailas Chandra Sarkar, 

Amiya Gupta (ex-convict), 

Amulya Chakraverty, 

Ranajit Ray ('houdhury, 

Nagendra Nath Gupta, and 

Ragala Ranjan (iiiha Roy. 

The i>erson responsible for I lie Jessore hunger-march is K. C. Mitra. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Tloiride Minister l)e 
pleased to slate on what evideiu^e he comes to the (‘omdusion about these 
responsible gentlemen ? 

The'Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The ('ollec tor had 
ample . opi)orl unity of salisfying him.s<df that these are the ])ersons 
directl\ responsible for staging these hunger-mandies. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the statement 
that tliis is ])eing organised purely for ])(ditic.al purposes by the left-wing 
e\*tremist pcditical •agitators, will the Ibm’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what in the opyiion of the Government is the obje(dive of these 
left -wingers —is it independence of Imlia or food for the musses? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 just mention 
one fact whitdi will, 1 hoj»e, convince the honourable members how 
neftirftnis the tactics were. The ex-detenu leaders on the 2tHh March 
advis^nl the people in Rarisal U* ^o to the Collector and announced by 
beat pf drum that tlie (\)llector would distribute Rs. 10 \u each one of 
them. This is one fact. 

The other is that the hunger-marchers on the 20th were led by 
ex-detenu Krisan, Manasa and Suresh Ganguly. They assembled in the 
Town Hall where they shouted their slogans. The slogans were “l)(»wn 
with the zemindars”, “Free the peasants from debt”, “We want 
agricultural loans’ ’ . 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

Tfie Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They indulged in 
some Uther slogans and expressions against the zemindars, union boayl 
oppression, Muslim I.<eague and they said “the local M.L.A. s all live in ^ 

28 
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Calcutta. We are the friends of the hungry people; we havfe sold our 
shirts, our links and everything in order to help these unfortunate men’*. 
There were red flags in some places and the shouting of slogans. In 
other places there were abuses hurled as usual on the Chief Minister. 

All these go to show that the object was mainly political. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if at any stage any of these so-called leaders or the 
organisers of Ijunger-marclies or any individual hunger-marcher himself 
acted in any way which was against the lawP 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Government con- 
aider that whole of it was unconstitutional. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 hope Dr. Sanyal, you will be very short. I 
understand you are going to ihiri to-niglit ! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of tlie statement or threat held out that Govern- 
ment will not be coerced by such methods, h<»w public opinion or the 
opinion of illiterate and ignorant mas.ses of the rural areas will be 
recorded when they find themselves in helple.ss condition — whether they 
would go to the Subdivisional Officer or the Collector or whoever may be 
near about F 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: This is not the 

first occasion when the peoi>le are in need of agricultural loans and relief 
from Government. The peoi)le in th^ mufassil are fully aware of what 
effective methods they can take rather than taking recourse to unconsti- 
tutional methods. There are the union boards, the elected represen- 
tatives of the peojde in this House and on the district boards and local 
boards through whom they may approach the Collector, the 
Subdivisional Ofiicer or the Circle Officer for help. These methods had 
proved successful in the ])ast and it was absolutely unnecessary to take 
recourse to these uncon.situtional methods. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! With reference to the unprece- 
dentedly liberal i»olicy adopted by (rovernment regarding agricultural 
loans, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the average amount 
per head granted to each cultivator in the districts that have been affected 
by the 1938 floods?' 

Th« Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It is not possible 
for me to work out what the average is, but certainly the total amount 
shows that the Government’s help was very liberal and the total amount 
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coiaSs to Rs. 56 lakhfi in agricultural loans and about Rs. 10 lakbs in 
gxi^tuitous relief and test relief work. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement 
that it is not possible for (iovernment to substitute agricultural loans for 
ordinary rural short-term credit necessary to^hnance the cultivators, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that short-term 
credit in the rural areas has become impossible as a result of the operation 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act ? 


The Han’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons lor the statement that (iovernment find that 
it is not possible to substitute the ordinary rural short-term credit P 

- The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: V inancial and 
administrative. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA. 8ANYAL: Will the TIoirble Minister be 
pleased to state what policy (iovernment proj)ose to adopt to exjjund the 
rufal credit and preserve what little credit is still left P 

• The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8iNCH ROY: (iovernment in 
the Department of flie ('o-oi»erative ('re<lit are considering what measure 
they should adopt 4o re-establish rural credit. 1 can assure tlie 
hoimurable member that my colleague th(‘ Ilon’ble Mr. Mullir’k is 
devoting himself whole-lH*artedl> to this (juestion. 

Mr, Surendra Nath Biswas iukc in his seat. 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have to close it at 5 o’clock. I hope you will 
remegil)er that I am now carrying on negotiation and discussion with 
Government with a view to allow an op]>ortunity to the House to discuss 
whenever any important policy is involved. Gntil then the l)est way 
Vould be to allow supplementary (piestions, but the time that can be 
allowed to-day would not be adecpiate. I can allow two questions to 
Mr. Biswas and two questions to Mr. (Hiose. 

Mr. 8URElfDRA HATH BI8WA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that a press note was issued on the 21st August 1938 stating that Govern- 
ment were prepared to give three kinds of reHef to the distressed 
people, namely* gratuitous relief, agricultural loans, and test work 
relief? 

. The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes. 

28a 
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Mr. SURE NORA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that adequate relief was not given to the people of several localities who 
approached Government for adequate relief in September last? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government do 
not admit that adequate relief has not been given. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: My question was if it is a fact 
that the people said that the relief given was not adequate and so they 
approached Government officers for relief. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is a fact that 
people approached Government for relief but not on the plea that the 
relief was not Jideqiiate. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale if it is a fact that on the dt)th Aswin a petition was 
submitted to the District Magistrate of haridpnr under the signature of 
500 agriculturists to the effect that the relief given in that locality was 
only Us. 5 p(>r head and that only 20 jjer conU of the distressed people 
got relief and 80 i)er cent, did not get any. ^I’liey wanted the District 
Miigistrai<‘ to make an en(|uiry and to give relief to the people who did 
not get it? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am afraid I do 
not remember to which particular menH)rial the honourable member 
refers. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: A memorial was submitted by 
the peoj)le of the Dasha and Amgaon Unions. ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I cannot carry 
everything in my memory. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Mr. Kailash Chandra Sarker is a Naniasudra Mukhtear practising 
at Madaripur and has no connection with politics? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: bur information 
is that he has nothing to do with law, but he has much to do with 
politics or local agitation. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that when the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick went to Madaripur about 2 to 3 thousand agriculturists 
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w«iit to him knowing that a Miniator of th« Government of Bengal had 
com^ and they approached him for relief? 

The Hofl'bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: How can I answer 
this question : 1 do not know. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is it a fact that when the 
Hon’ble Minister liimself went to Madaripur, several people tried to 
approach him for relief? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, 1 nu i piiqde 
and discussed matters with them. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is it not a fact that hundreds 
of these agriculturists went to Madaripnr, knowing that the Hon’hle 
Minister had gone there, in order to apjuoach him for relief? 

The. Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Whenever 
Ministers go to the mufnssil, |)eople come to meet them and jHhcuss 
matters with them. It ik nothing unusual 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E : Is the Jhm’hle Minister aware that 
one llatikaiita Mandal of Lohagara pidice-statiou <liod of starvation? 

• • 

The Hop’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, there was 
not a single instance of death due to staivatio!! 

• • 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: (In whose information does the 
Hoi^hJ^e Minister say that there is not a single case of death by 
starvation ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the informa- 
tion of the Collector. 

• 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to institute a fresh enquiry in order to enlighten us on the point, 
liecause I personally know that# the man commitiwl suicide owing to 
starvation ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If the honourable 
member asserts fn that way, it is not for me to contradict him; but 1 
may say that Government are i>erfectly satisfied that there was no such 
instance and Government consider that it is absolutely unnecessary to 
institute a fresh inquiry. 
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Mfi ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
some 5,000 peasants of Kalia thana, more than 5,000 peasants of Loha- 
gara thana and more than 2,000 peasants of Narail thana approached the 
District Magistrate personally and according to his instructions sub- 
mitted an application in writing that 50 per cent, of them had not 
received any agricultural loan as yet? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have no 
information on that point. 

Mr. ATUL RRI8HNA CHOSE: Does the Hon hie Minister 
remember his own words that out of the 12 lakhs and odd peasants in 
Jessore only about 80,000 i)easants have received help and tlie per capita 
help has amounted to only Us. 4-10? Ihider such circumstances how 
does the Hon’ble Minister assert that adecjuate help has been given to 
the peasants of Jessore? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, Mr. (those, you are cross-es^amining 
the Hon’ble Minister and not putting supplementary (luestions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, It is very difficult to get the 
real state of things from the Hon’ble Minister otherwise but if I can 
refer to the speeches and the commitments of the Hon’ble Minister on 
the floor of this House and then if 1 put sup})lembntary questions 'the 
Hon’ble Minister becomes helpless and he lias gpt to give out the real 
state of affairs. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the per capita 
figure does nol show very much in this case and (Government consider 
that the amount distributed in the district of Jessore in the shai>e of 
agricultural loan was quite sufficient. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Ts the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Narail subdivision promulgated 
section 144, Ct, P. (\, against Mr. K. (’. Mitra whom the Hon’ble 
Minister has depicted as the ring leader of the so-called hunger- 
marchers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the District Magistrate intervened and at once the S«ubdivi- 
sional Officer withdrew part of his order under section 144, Cr. P. C., by 
allowing him to inhabit in the subdivision but prohibiting him at the 
same time to address any meeting? 
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the Hbn'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, that questiou 

(mly shows that Mr. K. C. Mitra was responsible and some steps had to 
be taken against him. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Is the Hoii'hle Minister aware of 
the fact that the District Magistrate refused his appeal P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that wlien he went to Madnripur 
for the last time in the month of January, he consulted the Di^striot 
Magistrate and the Suhdivisional Officer of Mmlarijiur and came 
to know’ that there was necessity of giving agricultural loans and other 
kinds of relief to the needy agriculturists P 

The.Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SURENDRA N)VTH BISWAS: Will the lloudde Minister be 
plea.sed to state 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order. Ouest ions are closed. 

• • 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Bengal Amusements Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

*tR. Hon'bte Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Kir, I he); to 

iiitroduce a Bill subjecting dog racing to the betting tax. 

Tlie Secretary then read the short title of the Bill, viz., a Bill 
further to amend the Bengal Amusements Tax Act, 11122. 

» 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bengal Amusements Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1939, 
be taken into consideration. 

Dr. MAFIZUDDiN AHMED:. Sir, I he); to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for tlo^ purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereoif by the 30th June, 1939. 

Th. Hon'bl. Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I ma; 
accept the amendment for circulation, If it be for a short period. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ,Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose 
this acceptance of the motion for circulation which appears to be 
quite unusual. On a previous occasion when a similar motion was 
tabled for discussion we had an opportunity to make our observations 
about taxation proposals and we said then that no further taxation 
should be contemplated by the present Government before they made 
out a definite <’ase for burdening the people with fresh taxes. But 
at the same time it must be admitted that we on the Congress side 
would desire that taxes must be levied where taxes are due and not 
wliere the middle class or the poor |H'ople have to sutfer. Here is a 
case of dog racing going to 1 h* taxed as the llon’ble Finance Minister 
has made clear. If dog racing is at all allowed by the i)resent (iovern- 
ment, as it has been allowed under certain extraordinary measures, 
we on this side do not find any ground whatever for leaving dog racing 
free from ia.xaiion, particularly when similar betting i?i other places 
are taxabh*. There can be no ground whatsoever to pcTinii a 
long lease of life to non-taxed dog racing and betting ni 
conrnjciion therewith unless there is some ulterior motive on the 
])art of some* individuals concerned in the matter. T, therefore, 
claim that tin* House sliould give its very <‘afeful consideration 
to a measure like this and tin* Hon’ble tlie Finance* Minister would do 
well not to be guided merely by an unthinking majority but by his 
own common sense, particularly when he, as Finance Minister, has 
brought forward a Bill, a taxation measure, which is of a very 
irrrportant and ver\Y vital nature. Sir, so far as tSie nreasure is ccTn- 
cerned, 1 do submit, that there have been some^ misgivings. 1 have 
felt for (‘\ampl(‘ — and if th(‘ motion for consideration is t4iki*n up 
myself and other friends will make jheir points (dear — there has not 
b(*en a fair attempt to legalize dog-racing through th(‘ bac k-door by 
having rt*course to this taxation measure, but even theti, so long as 
this dog racing will go on, there is no reasorr why it sIioulcI '^bo 
exempt eel. I, thercdorc*, have given notice of my motion for sending 
it to a Scdect (^ommittc‘e and if the llon’ble Minister* would be well 
advised, I would ask him to accc*pt my motion for jdacing it betoie 
a Select (kmimittee rather than the motion of my honourable friend for 
eliciting public oiunion. There can be no public opinion necessary 
in a taxation nreasure of this type. If taxation on dog racing is the 
only issue before the jmblic, then the ])ublic will with one clear verdict 
say that dog racing and any kind of betting must be taxed. 

1 submit, therefore, that there is no case for eliciting public 
opinion at all. Thepe may be a case for examining the clauses of the 
Bill as they stand, and for that a Select Committee will be particularly 
helpful and probably that would be the best course tlrat the Hou ble 
Minister could Hiink of. 

Sir, I, therefore, oppose the amendment for eliciting public opinion. 
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Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

spiQ isr: SR^tucr^cHH a5H-f???(;;fio5T 

OTilff 1 rar Finance Bill nR Swi| 

ew'stfR s(5TO eOR^ 'STOTO «STf^C?I^^ R. ^IKerTRTO sWTf^ 
^HKamRiSl ?(T<fRR $TO«n ^ swt', 

, — ftl^ltH? «WRT <115^ 5^»trs[^ 5'R «lCi5>' -^Tt ^RjRTtil «(Ri>T ^ 

WI'RRR «W1c=^ ^C<I 'fl^Ts R^C*^ ^ 5?^RR '8lt*(TO TOT CTO CTOTO 
TOT nTRI TO’R -TOrC^5 Wt^n tsiR 'TOfCRit 

^N5(raRc»R ^nr’H'R s^irTc!!^ 5i^«tR cn^ htoc?:^; 

St5^;;«( c«fc^ c^i, <rN<iirRc*R fr&R ^*(t^'-s ^t5t ®*rR*^ eirc^ 

fHCHHH to *r, to ®rcK<i ^^<r5 ^uto isr? 

ScTOT-5Tr*R cTOra OTc^ihf m ii^-s tot c^ sr «(toR cto4 

5l(R 3R CW'54 >lOlOlC J^TR f^jR ®(RQ C^TRICR C^ i?Paf\5 HR1-*^1CH 

C^-5R ^t«roTO '5(fMrCR^ ^5(1 -i;^ TO, 5T^ C^-'JSir^^Tl TO^l 

ep([^ ^*ntoT TO TOT C’^C^ R^, TOR R^, 5 ra>Rltil 5 STC^ C^ W 

^TOT? TO5R R$1 5(TO, ®1?®C^TM. TOi?l «\S«( G ^ 

IWto to R-^^tW tofR 5 TO 8 (TC ^1 TOSPCTOG 

TO 5^1 TOR TO R$, QT^T To RtC \5 TOR ^T; TO 

TOl; TOl5 iTO^ ®TRR TO CTOl TOC TO C^ W TO *Tin--TO; 

TOcii TO TOCOTl R RWR a^-!RT<I SCT^^T ^TOT, C^ ?irC' 5 (T C^t C^ CTO 
Q 'Si'^si ®rr^ ?rr^rR^ 5 T*i ^r, <3 ^^tr ®cm^i ^^iss ft^T'C \ c^tc^ ^ 

.iS^ ^(^l C^TC^, ^?T Hunger MareluT •R, iJRT JI’R ’5^?*r5 

^RT C^^ C^-'51(^Th ’TTR ^ ! ^^R~SI*r CTRT fiCT® ^RCT, CIR^t 

5R STT^iPTS^C^l WJf CTO, CTOR TOCT^SP? ^V6 TO »^C*^^ C^TOC 

C^ fi7'fc®5 sn^sto, crPfRTC^R MR»( to*(, - Rr^Rl'C nil* WTCH« 

TO! ’Q'^’CRiT'OT G TOKU^i^I V^\^ 

^v«TR mm 04(:^~ t<cTO-RRr c«rTC>c a^T-; RCtpruicH^c nmw ct<i 

SCRG»^.T im, at^R C5T^Pl ®(rHTC^5 SCTORC 5R TO*R m C^T-slC^ X^- 
Cm<f(5T, 5C!ri*R RCilC^^ TOl^R «TR 'WR ■/Ctb< CTOH 

6iR*TOj;^T; a^N *c;<r; ^r a^ c<t5iT ^ic Rto a$ nto-TO JifK 
cm^, ^R^, a2(\ ^*[R c*\tc^ ^c®^ *ctc‘,r, ©*rc*R q ?rr 9 <iti>w 

TO, TO^C^.R^G eCTRT -<^i[ nTRl C^*CC55* C»ltC^<l HT^ TO 

®nVR *lt?[*T5 5*t^ ®RlC*t ^^cTR sC'^3“t^‘^52l^< S^^TR <''5C'5 STT^M 

®rT5a5?rc c^r ?c^ ^®fcHt'G^i asptS’ 

«RT^ "T^R toIt— ^ C^l a^ ^ 9(TTO?( Sto, eRRr TO?? 

Primary • Etiucation a? TO C^Pf ^TTI JT?FT ^ 

TORR 5RT C*TC*t^( CTO S[TO i5kbH^sr<f TO, tTO, H|5^i, 5TTO tTO 

‘ 6 ^«tC®(R ’TIrTO^T TOC«nRt CW CHSl, *r?l1«'1 «CR CTO JTT I a^T^ 

CTO?C 6Rf^ CCTO8W CS(TC<R SCftRRjR CTO ^RRT C^, 3TO4 CTO-TO TOTCTO 
TOT Xtj^ CflG?[T TO C^ 5TT ^ C5*C tRTOl HfTOt 5^f5 C«Tti5f CTO 
«(TC^C TOTO^ toto TOTR-TOTC*T ailT «C 5 ia ^ 5 to WII aC*R fTOH^ 
CTO TOiR croc to;c5i mm^ cR^tc to ctot ^\ n^ n cwr «w 
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cpci ^ ro*R[ roc?f? «n? 

(>r?FT? CR5TR WTO ar^cfw fro-a?^ ware? 
w™? TO <£l-TO CSTTfTO csfc^ 3 pf ^ 5 (R 1 ? TOT? TO ?WW,. 

TO «twnW?c^ "fliwK?? ^c?iH a[?c«T t<fi?ca we? «n??r ?;;:f?5 

5? ?n «(Tw aw«fwe^ 5??7T ti^, Baf?i w»t « srrfc?' 

nw? <®'HH WfWC'Cfl TO*? ?^1 OT? TO, ?TO, TOTO^ TOW? 

??-?<W? 5^, 5^ SOT?! t?s*^ 3rr«5T fro «(T? WTO 

:towf ?T?;w?? »t;?; rrciST fro elro c^rr?^ ^fro ?r<rTO ?t to t c?> ' 
«n??r 5i;«TT ^ 1 TO?? Tot ??*t ?TfTOT s^rw? ?e^ «iw?f f?TO, 

?TO « awTW? TOT? ?e5 arc?, g «R*t? ?r? wtrp ac w ^nl^^si 

®rtTO?^6 ?’e5 nrw, f?^ 'TO?r asTlsnw? 5 P(’tt?t?:«t? 

TO c«ri:^ ?T?T iiwf?, ?tw? to?t to« ?;? ?5T;e5 ’nfsfi: ?t w to?t 

OTw? afT5 ^nro f?^ 5?r?;e5 cnc?[v. ?iw? ^;s? ^ tow? srt ii ?ii?? ?e?T 

^CTOTOT WT? <TO^ ?Tf?f? OTW? ITO C?W^ ?5Te5t ?W W, TOH" 

TO 5 5 ^eTO TO ^TOi ?!% ®at? af??CK? TO 5 TOWt tT 5 T- M<C?C? . 
^5: <r**rr-?T^ « :?r?n’-?T^ ???;;c*? tTn^rro ssri tot? toj ar:®T? ?Tr^5i^r 
f?c?, TOW f?w, tocR wr?;tTi ta? ssiwi to; 7 t tost to ms 

TOT <*lb,CO 5 TtW, fTO 5 ^^?T?®t TOT o(JT ^[$W 1 ?^ 1 w? TO 

cw m" TOT? ^^??T? TO ^nr? tot totw? ?ww, w^rw^ ??^ 

toIw? iF*T«TO C?? WTW ?T Wl snf? STTT? W. Circulation * ifl? 

2TO? ^to'?t?:«t? To? f?5Tto^ aro? ^srt ar^rro it?: w af?TO?T, dtSi 
STTO'?T?«TW Mto ®Tf?W^ TOT? i5T?T Bill ?TW? '5iawt»TS[ fm 

'SIT? f<p?^ ?? I ?r?a ®tiH?i ??rr?? sr^t c?tc? wr?f? w, hh^ f<?? TOi^^tssT^ 
sto??sTw? TO^wal er? ?t, cata'Jsn?' w?1 to[t? ®t?t ^ tost^ ii^ 

Circulation 2W5T? fT*ri? ?‘?TWT 5? I ^ Finance Bill TO ^?T?T? a?? 
Circulation il? a*? «ctrf»T ?T Municipal Bill a? WTO® 

able?? W TO ??f?l ?fvT (tovemment a? 5^^ TOf? 

ajf^ w^rar iiw ?tw TOca w to wtw ?st7ti ist^cst ?bt 3 f? 'arterr- 
WTO 5T?t^ '5lt?\????5- 2tT?f??f fro W a<5M TO wm ?T, !5T’ '5W'Ti&lC4? TO ??; 
toT-?TtTOTT? CTO-??^ ar?? W 5W5?a? ?? f?, \5T’ ®r?rT^TW? TO' ??; ’to; 

f?TOT? TOT w ?*? ?ww TO ?;;to ®rw^ to? w?:i a a? ??<s^ ?r to? TOa ®rt 
f^\ H*alH*\s»«T*l? ettH^i I vTtw? ^siwiTi «iTf? a^ at??w? aro to? tow? 
®n?T? [He?HH wa?t? — ^rra/T ®(t??t ?tot fro a?: Circulation awe?? 
f??7?T??a WTt?l WTOT? W ^ wtl? CTO C5TST,C^ Cyil?T TO ?5?Tl <!l^ af??W 

a?^ «lTC'*t? ?r5TW-5TTb? TO*T? hunger-march TOC*? CTO 

eroi ?7Tto? 6 CTO? TOto? ®n^a ?to 5?. ?^ croc?? c'ctii^ cro? c^ ??f? 
CRTTIW? CTO TO C??l a;i5?Tt ?TC15 «toCW a? C?tCl5? Sa? iJTTW ?TOTr ?? 
sw-f^rxene? it? nf??W? tot mwl isr? ^ ^ar? toto to a?t 

l>TT?T TOT ?t? ?;;;5ij; cro? csrrc??« «tc^ atTO ??,‘ ?f5T ^7171^ 

t«Tic^?« ara ?^ TO ?t?, ijw c^t^tw^ srrf ?c8t ?’c? fro ?c? i <9?t at! ?tto- 
?f??? ?Tt 5 (T? TO(T?rTO? cnVWn^ sttw to?i to«t? to^t to?t to st? fw; 
5 WT to ? 8 to ?r ST? ^ to, to^t to toto *rTto 
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^ C'wvra ^ \ *cc*rT 

nflKir*t ^\ HiHi, c^nt>T, »iihiT^<? wot <$i>Tt «(ph^h 5rarr- 

.5(r<ntTO ^l «PTO tew fiRT6 CTTWr 

BTTOIT C^, ^ W C^pn; TO? I "tTQ ^TOU SRTOTO? CW « nWTOT? TOHtT 
f?R TO TO ?Tr^ wnuTO 5TTO !!nw ^wro toto 

. TOfc.’ *ra*t*rTOl? ten'll crtto, to s^:*rT ?f5i to?t jito >5i?w crot <a^ a?^ 
f^TO a^ a^ ^?TO ^ s^*alKTO^, sjt’to c(ttow a«(Tn wm af!\ 

crnsf crow ®i4^i stt^wt ?wtT, ch 'S?<hiijr f^ •tjiiR ^ ?w?t? 

aOTSR^ c^? a-?j^ s(=2nj^TOl ^ c?TO OTSTO 
crow [•wiT?^ c^nr^ a^ 'a[c^? 

«(i8>iwt fro e JWTC^TO <K>^I ?WT JWl Governmont ^ 

TO, «?TTOW <ac'5^ TO C^, TOT^SR^teT CTOI teTO? "sw: mw 

^ te? srt sra^"-^1«55i cnm 

TORT a?^ TO? 'srariR, nfT^ 3nr^ ^ toto =w-to1 ‘w jtt®, sia 

RTH^ *Tj[®?F <^*C'^) ^TRSRR <^<CV, OTR? ^ RTO 5RT SKTORn?i5T 

®TOl a^ te «lteR? TO W «WTO1 TOTOT mn" J(*!n3TTOl? iTTST 

i5TR? ^ TOT?T TO?*RTC^ *Rl1*(*^ a^ 2RTO? TOT TO I ?tK 

«n^. H*a“lH‘\!ja‘l o*KH? a^ «nTOTR? to ist'to ?;;to to a^ 

TOTT ®(r®RT?Ta ®ITR!? 1 ^TRTR? ^ H&l? '^1HR4' <(*^<1 f^TRR I b*ll^ CHC^t ^THTO 
^ ??i TOj?? ?tR TOTO OT? RTObt cwi tef (toq wf\ 

* 5T;;:«r *nt to, ?«r R<ff to r, r to^It?? ^cto rtcto, cjt m fm^ R(t 
cwTOR? fro TO?^i 

(A ineniber from tlio (oalilion imrlv: '5TTW? 

• • 

^ ^:p5 CTOR^l) ?T^TO te;-5^7TOR R C^5 r 1 ff^aTT JFT TOtT^C?* 

R»Rw RTca TO ?wb, ter ciRi TOTO *%:«( ^;<»ri« TOT ««t:;r TOTO. 
acbi ^1"^^ i Ml? R^ I abfM [bfn fira? ; ®rr? ®nT5f fisf? 

ccacTOR Rt-CTOl ^p«ia;a ^ mItj? «*? cps? to' to 

?T, sofl? CTOT. ^RT Q 5TOT TO? TO? ?T ; fTOi? ^ TOt «*? 

fp^i i5Tt TOt TO k;.V'"\i ctoch? cto to q*? to »to tot ?ti 

a*R TOT €*? WK-n-41b? 15^ f*TO TOM? STO jra ?ri C?R ?T tHI«\?"l JPSWQaT 
sntb? CH??* Rt-caibl c<p~a ?t?®n5 cTO?cf? i ?r*TOn 

wTb? f??;!*^ ?7? CTO" tero ^ a??T? «rt a?c??, a^ 

(The mem fx)r^ having reached th# time-limit reauraodiiis aeat.) 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mi« Speaker, Sir, on 
more tliaii one (jcrasion on the flocn’ of this IIouhc, I tried to iinprcHs 
\ipon*thiH Government, parti<’ularly on the Ilon'hle the P'inanre 
Minister, to explore new avenues of taxtion, and in this coiineetion. 
Sir, I impressed upon the llon’ble the Finance Minister the necessity 
of levying a licence-fee on the Turf Club of Calcutta. 
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Sir, it is an eleventh-hour surprise for me to find that a member 
belon^^in^ to the Coalition Party has abruptly moved for the circula- 
tion of this motion of the Ifon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Sir, I can understand tliis motion beinj^ moved by a member of the 
other i)arty. Am I to take it, Sir, that this is a motion on behalf of . 
(government and on behalf of the present Cabinet, I mean the Treasury 
llenches y 

Sir, we know, and know very well, that the Coalition Party in a 
rneelin^ deci(le<l finally that this Bill would not only be introduced 
but that it would be considered and passed in the same session. (Cries 
ol “No, no” trom the Coalition Benches.) 

Mfi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On a point of order. Sir. Is the 
honourable member entilled to refer to decisions of party meetinf^sP 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He is telling the truth! 

Mfi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: No, it is not true. 

Mfm 8PEAKER: I hopi* honourable memlx'is will realise, that if 
the proc<*edin^‘s or d(‘cisions of party meetinjxs are brou<j;^ht forw'ard 
before tins House, then the danp^er is that every internal detail of 
parti(‘s will be di.scu.ssed by others, which is not at all desirable, 
b(MauH(' tlnue a!(‘ many tllinf,^s which are said freely and frankly in 
parfy meetin^^H. I hope, ther<‘fore, Mr. Hashenry will not refer to 
decisions of party meetinj>:s. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Kspccially when they are untruths 
and misstatements! ’ ' 

Maitivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: As if you have g’ot* the 
monopoly of tcllinj*' the truth! ’’ 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: What is the back- 
ground, Sir, behind the Behala do;:^ racino*P Sir, you will remember 
that by an executive order the Behala dofi^ racinjr was introduced a 
few months Al)ru])tly, the Ilon’ble the Home Minister stopped 

it. 1I(‘ tin'll told us that do^ rucinj.c was reintroduced by an executive 
order, on tin' plea that a certain amount would be paid to the tuber- 
l ulosis fund of lljs Majesty the Kiiv'j: Emperor. 

Sir, we were so lon<r expectin-: that this executive order would 
exiiire on the dlst March, VM); instead we find that a Bill has been 
introduced by Government for lej^alisiiijr dof? racing and thereby 
taking some fax out of that. We were also exji^cting that, in 
addition to the amusement tax, betting tax and, if possible, income- 
tax and super-tax, the lloiCble the Finance Minister would certainly 
levy a licence-fee, which would yield not less than a lakh of rupees 
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from this Itehala (loj»-raciiig. But in spite of our expectations wliat 
we find is this; that this Bill will jjo for circulation for eliciting 
public opinion thereon ! 

Sir, public opinion on this matter has alrea<ly been given by 
^ every section of the people of Bengal. Newspaper comments on this 
subject are more than sufficient, and the different associations in 

Calcutta and also outside Calcutta have already given their opinions. 
Therefore, Sir, further eliciting public opinion is absolutely unneces- 
sary. May 1 ask the llon’ble Ministers: what is the motive behind 
this circulation motion? Sir, 1 can understaiul that there is some- 
thing going on behind it. If this Bill is passed into law this evtming, 
the Natioiud Sports Club cannot be ma<le further great. J have got 
information that the National Sports (Jlub, who an‘ res]»onsible for 
introducing this dog rat ing, havt* i>aid substantially to sonu' members 
of this House. 1 will go further and say that they hav(‘ also ])aid to 
some members of (government to perpcduate this nuisanct* in the 
suburbs of (\ilcutta. 

Sir, y that is so, if tliis Bill is passtMl into an Act, no imu'c mimey 
can be^taken from that (dub illegally, (J)r. Namn.aksha Sanyal: 
Hear, hear) — 1 siiy illegillly. I hav«‘ g<d in my po.sHt‘ssion an attcount 
book of that particular Sj)(>rts (duh. How much do th(\v pn.V to 
certain members ol tht‘ ('oalition Baity and soim* memlHus td' th(' 
Cabinet, 1 mean the Treasury Bench and how much do they sjiend 

* for • certain other ©purposes; — the account is there. It is being 

audited or it will be audited very s<M)n and it will lx* <leai fnmi the 
audit report 

Dr. NALINAK9HA SANYAL^ its. 1, ()()() to Mr. Nooniddin. 

^.^SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I do md know that. I 
would ap])eal to all members (d all s(‘ctions ol this House, ]>artjcularly 
I ^'ould ajipeal to llu^ Hon’ble the hiiiaiici' Ministei*, md to accept 
this nrtdion for circulation. In that <ase (}o‘ burden oi the whole 
thing will fall on him that he has shelved this Bill, and he has not 
made an ifttempt to ])iiss this Bill into an A«t. Time has come for 
us to study things from every angle of vision. There are jiarties in 
Calcutta aiid in the suburbs who are prepiired to give lakhs and lakhs 
of rupees and who are reaily to pay Its. *^00 or Its. dOI) as contribution 
to Tuberculosis •Fund if they ift'e allowed to havt* stadiums for the 
Carnivals not in Calcutta but in the suburbs of (-ulcuttu. If this 

• Bill is passed into an Act to-day, there will be cojnpetitions amongst 
the persons who have inclination to start stadiums or similar sports 
clubs ^nd thereby Government will be able to realise a large amount 
of amusement tax, entertainment tax, betting tax, income-tax as 
well as' licence-fee, and if they also levy a heavy licence-fee, say,# 
Rs*. 2 lakhs for giving permission to introduce stadiums or sports 
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club in Calcutta, then there will be an effective check both on 
promoters of these clubs and on people who are engaged in gambling. 
It will be our duty to see that Government get more money for the 
poor. It i.s our view^ that such clubs must pay more money for rural 
uplift, for primary educatibn and similar other things. For these 
purposes Government must have new sources of income. When we*^ 
have every opportunity to tax a particular sports club who are ready ■ 
to pay and wlio are even ready to pay licence-fees for the purpose 
why is tlie Government delaying to levy this tax? If this Bill is 
passed into law, there will be lots of applications from other parties 
for similar tilings. We know we have no pow’er to stop it, because 
Government will exercise their executive power and give licences to 
parties for this purpose which no one, be he a Hindu, Muslim or 
Christian, will like. But under the circumstan(*es as we are placed, 
we will have to see that these thiiigs are not continued under 
exectutive orders. In that case there will be no money forthcoming 
in the coffers of the provincial exche(|uer. It is our bounden duty to 
pass this Bill into an Act. With these words 1 would appeal to the 
members of the Coalition Party to rise up and say whether it is true 
that this morning it was decided that this Bill will not be considered 
but that it wdll go out for circulation, (kr. AnnuL Wahab Khan 

AND OTIIKRS I'KOM THK (\>ALITION GuorP : No.) 

Let the ('hi(‘t Whij) of the party say so. I appeal to the members 
to try their level best to have this Bill considered and passed this, 
evening moved by tlu* llon’ble the Finance Minister. 

• 

Mre M. A. H. I8PAHANI: I thought that irresponsibility was 

the privilege of Mr. Abu Hossain ffarkar, but I ,now find that other 
nicmbers of this House are also indulging in the same reckless sport, 
t Interruptions from the Opposition Benches.) ^ 

• t 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hoj>e even if the members do not indulge in 

dog racing, they will carry on this debate, on the day they will leave 

for the vacation, in a sporting spirit. (Laughter.) 

Mr. M. A, H. ISPAHAN! : Just before I rose to speak the 

honourable member who addressed the House, started by making a 
statement that is as far removed from truth as is the moon from me. 
He has in the course of his speec h stated that certain members of the 
Government or Government party have thought it wdse to circulate 
this Bill for eliciting public opinion just because they feltrthat if the 
Bill was enacted into law’ their hold on the National Sports Club would 
cease, with Urn result that the financial support and ‘remuneration that 
they had been accustomed to would also terminate". Sir^ as a 
, responsible governor of the National Sports Club I want to make it 
clear (interruptions from the Opposition Benches). 
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ML SPEAKER' OrtW, order. I think yon will realise that even 
th&ngh you do not a^ree, everybody is entitled to have his say. If 
there is any drowning of the voice, the very principle of the debate 
•falls through and 1 think the majority of the House will do exactly 
the same tiling to the minority. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: 1 want to make it absolutely clear to 
:he House and 1 do not fear any honest contradiction, that there is 
absolutely no trutli in the statement made by the member who has 
just spoken. The n‘eords of our club are clean and clear, and I 
challenge not only tlie member who just spoke but any member of the 
Opposition to prove that for certain financial consideration iH^sponsible 
members of the (loveinmenj or ol this Party have d<*(‘i<led to circulate 
this Bill 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will you (‘ontradict that some 
memlKMs of tlu* Coalition Par1\ are paid something? 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: I hojie Dr. Sanyal will at least 
credit me with commoii-seiise and with tht* education to understand 
the English languagi* as sfie is spoken. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Be .straight as the dog races. 

Mr. M. A. H, IWAHANI: if you fediowed that straight-trac^k, 
you would do much better in life. 1 do not j)ro])OKe to make any 
further coiiniHUits on the siieech just made. 

• • 

The HOfi’ble Mr, N ALIN I RANJAN 8ARKER: 1 can at once 

... ugendra Nath Siui of tiu* Oppo.sition, Maulvi Abdul Jjutif 

Biswas, and some otli(*r members of the Coalition Party wanted to 
sjieak on the motion befoie the House.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I jmrpostd^ wanted to close this debate now, 
bijt 1 am perfectl\ willing to continue it if I am given this assurance 
that while one member will speak there will be absolutely no interrup- 
tion : if that assuiance is given I am quite i)repar(Ml to prolong the 
debate, but, otherwise, if this debate is carried on as before, it wdll be 
very difficult toJteep control. I Ijope whether it is*the right wing or 
the left, there will be no shouting .so long as the speeches are going 
on. ^ • 


MaulYi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : mm 

3[ft5T [HiirCM— Jfitnncsi? al House a* Leader, WTO TO! 
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« n4C«l4 2[C?[«TT W=^, b*Klt4 C^R5TR «(W ®[r3R«( 4T<ftlCM 51OT 51W *PZrt- 

mwH BRPTT w*^?ra af^Q ^ w(r «jT?ro fcf^ w ?««( 

^sf<rffnT^ OTTTO ^ a?^ bri^ drei 

^ I 8^ ^50" Mac'll PT^l 

(There were iiiternipiionH from the Opposition Benches.) ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must say, Mr. Aim Hossain Sarkar, that if next* 
time I find you are interniptinfi^, I will have to take the power that I 
liave ^^ot iiilo my hands and see that in<erru])tion8 do not recur. 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : s^prIs BCTTO, 

SRT catc«^<l(, ^IMICK<1 f^K carmr, PR ^ OTR Leader TO 

l4»^ <TaC^ ®(TOT C4K 0*(^ICH<1 f<HJ OTSlfcTO 

Kca< <$oi [kcs Hca<i c^niwr a?N a^ House 

a?t I^icader <foi Wt\5 ^ (TR, 

TO( I stT’RR Order ^ ^ .siRT 

^??Rr uca OTTQ siT’dR sriro \ a;;;TO v 5^ Rentin’ w <FfOT 

ITT'? <l$Ol ^T^CiS ’OI?, I5©^ RT5Rj^ a^ 

^ ^ I ®rR ^csrI ^weaiar^i otito jot ^:fi5T srrs ^ 

^ CTO? sn^ 8nwi ?t?; [ot-s'I ®Rsr c^ ^fsi fwoR 

HMC*< ®rr^iHl ^csr ^ ^ ®r?c? jtt^ r? 5 rx\*r ^rra^ 
hRTO, cwtro ’00^ -JtrfsT I^rto, [k ? icvh , a?^ ^trsil fro 

«(;;? ?Fr2i ?^???icyH, cnl^ aJR ^Icto? sr^ TORt 

a?5^ ®nxFi f?[7T?^i R«(;c^ nR 'stror w ^tfer, f?F 

tror w ?ta '5 (tot ?<;jr c^hittIto ??i.?T*t1 caT<roR 

TO i '5(RTPR iRt: ?«(nfR jftsrr a«R acwc? froafi 

a^ 'SRTT? c? 'Mra*H®T a^; r ®it 3 r*t 'oiiAuh? a?N T?’?j^cR •^csr 

*rf?PTf5Ti!i -^THBiMjacO C? tTOR 21PT? CtaCTO a?N C^nWRT? ^ ^fR^, 

OTTc^ caic4<r, m caic<i*?i, *(r m?{ 5?^; ^FFtro «rrc^, «?t ?to <*'ac'iic^ 
mx ?t^COTI C^RTtro ’CrTt? f??;;CR tot ^fctcro JR/BiHHHI House a? 
Leader a<(R sRft HC^IHC?? « s^^WR TO C? TO? ®(;rR SR? 

?dR?r *TO c^iTOTT ^ TO ?tTO^ ?R ?dTO npRi OT {riTa*H *nin? 

fnC'SiCk? ?RT 2®TC?? C?R ?TOi ?!$■ (A Member from the Conokkss side: 

C?R “5(T¥R’‘^ ?C?C> I) ^S^RTPR f?C^CH? apTC?? ?lt: ?fa?(^ — g( r H t' CK? 

m fwr yR?R finr ^cv 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. J do not think 1 have allowed you 
^>:enerally to make a reply to the different points of view raised by the 
members. You are forj^ettinj>: that the point here is not the respective 
position of the different parties but the motion that the Bill be circulated. 


Mftuivi MO. MOZAMMEL HUQ: ®lTf? CH^. point a I 

. ctrfro? TOTTO TOiTO OT? ^ ?* a^H*\bac4^ ?T?r 

cTto ?k cRttr 'soyiR ^ 55, ott TOrra a^ 
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cflMWr m fro? wm point a? tor \ 

t?(TO cnn® 5^f5[5r siti nwlsiicH* fw?[ fro rtc^rc w 

^ *l?IiS[r fW Altera OTTto TO WfTO WIT TO 

TOT OOT fnror OTm TOCTO TO*tTO fTlC^ Wm CroiTO «CTW; 
TOT m ♦ • * ♦ 

Mr. «IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: There are ladieH in the Houne, 
and I am afraid we cannot listen to such language. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact there was so much shouting 
at that time that T could not hear him. I hope Maulvi Mozammel Huq 
will realise his position as a member of this House. This is not the 
only occasion, there was another such occasion, but unless there is 
less noise when a member is sjieaking it is not possible for the S}x'aker 
to follow what the member sa^s. There is a constant humming nnisi*. 
May I suggest that this is not the place where laughing ami humming 
noise can go on? 1 ask tin* memlx'rs that when a member sjuMiks 
there should be less humming noise, and unfortunately this House is 
so situated that if th(*re is any humming noise it is ver\ ditlicnlt for 
me to follo\^ what tin* <neni])ers say. 1 am told that tin*!!' was an 
expression which sliould not have been u.sed and 1 hopi* Maulvi 
Mozammel Huq will rcjilise that tin* proceedings of this IIousi* have to 
be carried on with d(‘eorum and dignity. 1 will take sb‘ps to expunge 
tlinj part of the ])roceedings (1 do not kmw wdiere it is), but 1 do 
hop<‘ that this sliouhT not recur. 

. • 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: I think after what the 
sjieaker on the (►tlif*!’ side has done, if he is allow<al to [U’oceed with 
his Hjieech the onl\ course left open to us is to go out and return after 
he liiis hiiished. After that performance I do not think Im* is entitled 
to si)eal£. 


*Mr« SPEAKER; You can take it from me that when he used that 
expression it did not strike me. So T allovved him to proceed, but if I 
find any occasion in future when there is any such reference I shall 
rtnmediately stop it. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On both sides. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYArf CHAKRABARTY :* 

CTO;C?t TOIOT W C^TO «TOT 

TO w >9<nR w TOtot bittr i • 

Mr. SANTO jH KUMAR BA8U: With regard to the remarks made 
by Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan “on both sides”, I would only say that we 
treat stich language and such statement with the contempt that it 
deserves. 

29 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abdul Waliab Khan, it is no use unnecessarily 
bringing albout any controversy. There were expressions to which 
objections were taken, and I hope there should be no repetition. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With all respect to the (’hair, may 
I point out that our esteemed friend Mr. Chakrabarty has made a personal 
attack on our reelected leader and it is beyond our toleration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. I still think that the Assembly is 
a place whore if the Opposition attack bitterly the Coalition Party or the 
Government and think that they will not be attacked in return they are 
mistaken. And if the (ball I ion think that if they attack the Opposition 
they will not be attacked in red urn they are equally mistaken. Each side 
will attack the other, without entering into j>ersCnalities and without 
mentioning names. Up till now (I was ver\ carefully watching) there 
was no ptTsonal attack. Anvway, the (jnchtiorj arose nol with regard 
to personal attack but with i<*gard to certain indecorous language which 
was used. 

Mauivi MCr. MOZAMMEL HUQ : TOm. 'sntH mj 



Mr. SPEAKER: Will \ou idease speak on the subject-matter of 
llo' motion? Tin* motion is for the circulation of the Bill for eliciting 
public opinion. 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: 'SOW point 

(R\l HaREJSDK’ANATJI CTlA^DH^RI 

cfiCrfR era f’tror 

^ strc^i 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir’. This 
honourable member (1 giv(* him ihe comtseN of calling him an honourable 
member') after the p<‘rform:iiH e he ha.^ made this evening has, T think, 
forfeited his right to that «'\pr4‘>''ion and to that api)ellation. In spite 
of that he has leverted to hi> f(»rmer mannei of talking. He says 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: C’lt ^tf5| ^fviPsff « SfW 

Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: He stiU maintains it. 

. (At this stage all the members of the Congress and Krishak Proja 
Parties walked out of the Chamber.) • 
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rtmuivi * MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : ^ 

TOTT «(T3PR « ni8lh\iT«l« 'JSRT ?[rOT <iibi<pC^4 

^tw, spate? «nwt 

^t!(^ *(TC?R, W? «5 80^ OT5T?r 

nR 5^1 R< ?TWC? ^ «IIHTCH? M? 

tHHWCT ?*T? ?R RC*!? iSiTR, W Mh CWTr^ CstC^l ^C^l? STSf ?ri? CSIT^ 

^terc^ csif^iro JTO ctorI? ?T8iT M? $i? ^f??Tr5? C)*i^iw ?R;; 

^RPa b^ ' <8"”l TO ?r CSft^ral I ansTTR? yp«?te5IRT a?R S^J^ sTOTO? af^i “CHt<AVl” 
«Rn? ®iraf5^ wiR r ?rcto? mu^ rot af<5 r ott?! 

<fl^ TOT aRR OTTTO CTO? C5[TC^ aiX^ WTO Wt^fC? I fTO? 

5Ff?C5T WSTO? COTTfcTO CTO?TO? ^ ?1X^? TO <[;? C^«?r 

5[^?CrR « WS(?T to? ^ afi!)TO 8iT?TtC^l 

Dog Racing ?r C^ltv? JPTO ?5n‘ torTa? C? spart?T fTO?Tt to 
<^?ltlOT? , OTH tol WC?T ?W ^to'C5 C? sr^cS5Sl1, igiRI CWT. ‘iHHliHl, ?58rtf^ W 

acTO WC5: OT to twr a?^ ctot w? to^ arr?? arc?? »?iw 
r?<T?ca? 8Rr 5^j«( jrr wca iart: ator art^r fa?r ?f5T ^tro. carc?^? toi5 

araBi tof ? arto ?? i 

(At. this stage ihe nieinber having rca(‘li(‘(] tlje linH'-llniil , ic'shiikmI 
his seat.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. S])eaket, 
Sir, J am sorry to intervene in the «lehate at a time when so nnieh heat 
lia!» been displayed i<iTj tlie motion of the ITon’bb* the h’inane(‘ Minister 
for consideration of thi^ Bengal Amusement Ta\ (Amendment) Bill. 
1 tliink He gave us to understand in his budget sp(‘ee]i to raise 
lls. 12 laklis by ungraduated taxation on professions, trades, eallings 
and emi)loyments and also a further sum by taxation on b(*ttii»g on 
dog-raeing. And in pursuanee of that statement F think, h(‘ has 
br^i^ht this Bill for including dog-raeing and latting within th(‘ 
Bengal Amusement Tax Act. It is too late in the day to say that 
dflg-racing should be encouraged by any one in ihe Ifoum*, especially by 
members of the Coalition Grouj) in which Muslims are in a majority. 
It has been stated by the Opjmsition, 1 tliink, rightly that this (hialition 
Party, or the Ministers who de]K*nd mainly for their supjiort on that 
party, should either agree to tax this betting or just to do away with 
dog-racing. So long, dog-racing has b<‘en albiwe<l in Bengal without 
permission from the Assembly on the plea that it is contributing to 
the King Geoi^e Anti-Tubercul<)sis Fund. I am (»ne of those jiersons 
who do not attach any importance to the game and the theory of good 
end justifying unlawful means. I am not an admirer of that kind of 
service to a gr#at cause, be it anti-tuberculo.sis or any other, if that 
cause* is served by illegal means. But that has been tolerated, and 
tolerated now for a pretty long time. I do not know what is in the 
iijind of the Hon’hle the Finance Minister. As I have already point-ed 
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out, by this Amusement Tax Bill, 1 think, the Hon’ble thfe Fin'ance 
Minister proposes to levy taxation on dog-racing. In that view of the 
matter, I support that the Bill be taken into consideration. But if he 
means that he will withdraw the Bill, as he does not want to give 
legal sanction by including it in the Bengal Amusement Tax Act, then, 
of course, he should have make it clear to the House and that the 
opinion of the country is required to determine whether this tax should 
be imposed on it or whether dog-racing slq^uld be included in the 
Bengal Amusement Tax Act. As at present advised — and I have seen 
the Amusement Tax (Amendment) Bill — I am of opinion that it should 
be taken into consideration and, therefore, I would like to oppose the 
motion for circulation (Cries of: “Hear, hear,” from Congress 
benches), unless, of course, I bear from the Finance Minister why he 
supports this motion for circulation or why be ' thipks that further 
opinion is necessary. 

There is one other (jnestion wliich 1 want to |>ut to the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister before I conclude. The other day when there 
was a motion for tin' circulation of a Finance* Bill, T heard the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister say -“I have never heard that a Finance Bill 
is ever moved for cir(‘ulation.“ Now I want tct know from him whether 
or not this Bengal Amusement ’Pax (Amendimuit) Bill is a Finance 
Bill, and if his reply is in the afHrmative, whether he should himself 
sup])ort the nv)tion for circulation. With these words, I beg to 
<‘ommend the motion for consideration of tin* BiV to the accei)tJHice 
of th(‘ House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that it is not the intention of the 
Finance Minister, as he has expressed to me, that *this matter should 
not be brought before the House during this session, and, therefore, he 
wants that the time for eliciting ])ublic opinion should l)e fixed r^aVier 
than the 3()th June, so that the matter may be brought up again before 
the House in this session. That, however, is a matter entirely for you 
to decide. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI; Sir, may I be permitted to explain the 
attitude that this side of the Hou.se has taken up over the matter of 
dog-racing P 1 realise that this question has been fully misunderstood 
by my friends opposite, and it is therefore that they have indulged 
very much in matters which do not rightly come within the issues of 
this case. 

Now, Sir, first bf all I formally move a short notice motion that 
this Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thefeon by the 20th 
of April 1939. Let me tell my honourable friends that it is not*at all 
the desire of this side to defer the consideration of this Bill. There 
are only two courses left open to us, and we have applied our attention 
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to tbfem. .We may tell the honourable members opposite that we are 
sorry to find — and it is no wonder to us to find — that this motion was 
opposed by my friend Or. 8anyal, Mr. Chakrabarty and my esteemed 
friend Mr. Talaluddin Hashemy. Sir, when the motion for circulation 
was moved, the intention was to see that dojj-racing is not perpetuated 
but that dog-raring is abolished, if possible. Therefore, we wanted to 
consult the public* opinion of the country in its legal aspect, its social 
aspect, in its religious aspect, and in all its aspects. That was the 
reason, — but not that this Bill he deferred for the purpose of perpetuat- 
ing it — not for the purpose of not getting any tax out of it. not that 
anything should not go to the colfers of the State in order t() help the 
needy and the poor of the country. First of all, it is well known to all 
members of this House as well as to ju'ople outside that the members 
on this side of the House are nol very much in favour of dog-racing, 
because so far as wc' 'the Mahomedans are (‘oncerned, we do not want 
to have any income out of a thing which is said to be ilb'gal and not 
])orml^sible under I lie religious instructions of tlie Muslims. Even, 
Sir, 1 may tell you that it there be a tax on prostitution . 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Will >ou, Mr. Bari, leave that 
part outi^ * 


• Mauivi ABDUL BARI: 1 do. Sir. Therefore it is our desire that 
it should be abolished. Hut it is at tin* same time* our devsire also that 
lio'l^uig as it cont indies we must get ^oimdbing out of it and must not 
allow the ])coi)le to run tlu' show without paying anything to the State. 
Now, it is* also n(‘C(‘sfar> that to examine things which may not In* 
quite to our knowledge — for examph*, its h‘gal usj)ecl ; and I think it 
will he quite wise jfnd jiroper for Ais to ascertain public o])iuion by llie 
2()th of A]uil and not to extend the time fill the dtltli of dune, so that 
wli^n yds Hill is passed, it ma> as well he that this tax may he 
collected from the Isl ol April with ret rospc‘cl i ve elfeci, as was the case 
wijh the Finance Jlill that was imssed the other day. Therefore, Sir, 
there iTeed not be any a])i)re]iension that this side ot the House is going 
to shedve the Hill altogetlier or not to tax dog-iaciiig. As regards the 
obseryatioh that tcdl from the mouth (d Mr. ('hakraharty that somebody 
was going to be benefited out of it, it is a tiling not to our kiiowdedge, 
and we do not care t<) know what is going on behind. We believe there 
is nothing like that and therefore tliere need not be any apprehension. 
This, Sir, woukl he justified on* the day when the* Hill will be taken 
into consideration after the 20th April. Therefore, Sir, with a view 
not to extend the date further, I propose that tht? Hill be (drculated 
for eliciting public opinion thereon by the 20lh April. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I rise to oppose the short 
notice Amendment of Mr. Abdul Hari and support Dr. Sanyal that 
Bill need not be circulated. 
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Sir, the grounds which have been urged by my friend MV. Bari are 
absolutely without any justification. This Bill was published, as I see 
from the copy, on the 7th of February, 1939, that is, just two months 
ago. When a month later the Bengal Finance Bill which has since' 
been passed into law, proposed to levy an ungraduated tax of Es. 30^ 
a year from professional men, service-holders, and certain other 
persons, I proposed that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public ** 
oj)inion thereon. I did ho . Sir, on the 7th of March. But opposing my 
humble motion the Hon’ble the Finance Minister was pleased to say 
to this effec^l -“I hav(‘ never heard, Sir, that a Finance Bill has ever 
been circulated for eliciting public opinion.” Further on, that very 
evening he was also j)l eased to say, in answer to my submission that a 
Finance Bill ought to emerge from a Finance Committee, as follows: 
“Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen has just said tliat when a Finance Bill is 
introduced, it has got to be approved by a Finance Committee. This 
is a novel procedure whicdi 1 think I have not lieard anywliere but from 
some of the (h)ngress members.” Now^ I would ask very respectfully 
of the Hon’ble Minister how much waU*r has flown down the Ganges 
since the 7th Maindi up till this day, the tith of April, that he is very 
glad to acconiniodaie a molion for circulatiquy And how Can my 
friend Mi’. Bari move such a motion on a Bill of this nature which has 
been for the last two months before the public, and for what period? 
Between tliis day and the 20tli Ajiril tbere are only 14 days, if not 13, 
--is it not cheating, pure and simjile? Because, the Coalition T^arty • 
have taken it into tlieir head (liat the Bill should not be taken into 
consideration this very da.\ , thereiore it should be sent out, for circula- 
tion. It is not a practical proposal. No one lias ever heard that a 
Finance Bill should be eircubited (Wil> tor 14 days. That is a very 
small sjiace of time. Even within these 14 da>s, to-morrow is Good 
Friday, iht*ii thcue are the* Easter liolida.vs, Chaitra Sankranti an^ the 
Bengali New Year’s Da\ . Thereafter we meet on the 17th April. 

So there is nothing of a charm in the LVlth April. 

Sir, as regards the justice of a taxation of this nature, there can- be 
no douht. Nobody on the other side or this side of the House has ever 
said that this tax should imt be levied. As regards dog-racmg, -it w^s 
suggested in the last budget session that it ought to be taxed, by 
including it wdthiu the category of the Bengal Amusement Tax Act, 
1922. Mr. Bari has not .said anything wdiy this tax should be post- 
poned for a few days. His only justification is that if the Bill be taken 
into consideration on the 20th April, then it may have some retrospec- 
tive effect so as to snake it applicable from the 1st of April last. We, 
Sir, while at school learnt from Howe’s Hints the distinction between 
crime, vice and sin. • 

Some items are crimes, and some vices, and some sins. Dog-racing 
is hit by two of them at least,— either it is a sin or it is a crime ! That 
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it is% sin* has practically been admitted by Maulvi Abdul Bari, and 
that it is a crime is apparent to any one who has ever turned over the 
pages oi the Indian Penal Code. If that is so, then why this solicitude 
'for postponing the consideration of this Bill, al least for a fortnight)^ 
There is no justification. It is n crime, and, therefore, if it is 
abolished, no one will be more glad than the members on our side, and 
I think Maulvi Abdul Bari will he more glad than any of us. If it is 
a crime — which admittedly it is — and has not got the sanction of law, 
then it should be abolished. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that Dr. Sanyal is finding a good com- 
panion on this side! (Dr. Nalinmcsiia Sanym.: Yes. Sir.) 1 ht>|)e 
there will not be any telepathic messages! (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, 1 shall be grateful if you 
will allow me two minutes oi\l\ to s]H‘ak on this motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. 

• 

a, Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU. Sir, I am abHolutely at a loss to 
iwiderstand the move made by my e>»teemed friend Mr. Abdul Bari, the 
master tactician of the Coalltiun Party. (Laughter.) By moving a 
• short-notice amenduK'ut that this Bill be circulat(‘d foi- (diciting public 
opinion by the ‘JOfli April, l»e has rediu'ed the whole thing to an 
absolute fafce, if 1 niJiy use that expression without nu'aning any dis- 
respect to my honourable friend. It would have been mucb 
understandable, it would have lM*#n far more reasonable, if my friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari had moved a short -notice amelldmiuit that tliis Bill be 
ciicijated for <diciting tin* oj)itiiou (d the Coalition party by the 20th 
Apfil ftdO. (Laughter.) 

^Sir, 1 can quite undeistand Mr. Abdul Bari's difficulty and the 
difficully of those mcmlMUs of th<‘ (\)ali(ion party, who have* g(»t to 
keep the strings of the party sreum^ in their hands, that any diM ision 

to-day' in Itliis meeting might l>e exlrem<dy embnitassing to them, in 

view of the attitude of some members (d' the (Nailition party, notably 
my honourable and esteemed friend Khan Bahadur dalaluddin Ahmed, 
who has bad tbe eourage and the foresight to tnake his position 
perfectly clear in opposition to this hal»‘ful practice of dog-ra(dng at 
Bebala. My friend Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed has gone so 
far as to suggest to the Hon’bh' the Chief Minister and his colleagues 
and supporters in the (Coalition party that not only should a tax be 
imposed on dog-racing, so long as it proceeds there in defiance*, in 
utter iefiance, of ordinary law' of the land, but that Government slionld 
go further and take stock of the legal position in order to arrive ai 

a definite conclusion that the practice should l)e stopped as early as 
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possible. That is the position which the Khan Bahadur has taken up 
this evening on the floor of this House. 

Having regard to all these conflicting views, which have either 
been expfe^cd or entertained by some members of the Coalition Party, 

I can fully appreciate my friend Mr. Abdul Barits move to move; ai 
short-nolj^ amendment which, to say the least of it, is singular in its 
utter ludicrousness, viz., that public opinion is to be taken on a taxa- 
tion measure, and public opinion of the sort that can be expected 
within a fortnight should l>e elicited — a fortnight largely consisting 
of, or the greater part of which is taken up by holidays! Under the 
circumstances, I would like the Coalition Party to have the courage, 
if they have ix^ally got it, to face the position fairly and squarely 
either io support llie circulation -motion, if they .really have the 
courage io do ii and face the public with a motion of that character, 
or to oppose it and send this motion dm'ctly to the Select Committee 
as has been suggested by an<»ther anieadment. t do not desire, Sir, 
to tiavel into those regions in which I riiight be treading u])on tender 
corns, 1 have greal tembuiiess for tlie tender corns of niembers of 
the Coalition Party, and, so far as I am concerned, I shall hot follow 
the example of some of in> friends who have not only tnulden upon 
those tender corns but ha\(‘ mercilessly crushed them. 

I would, therefor<‘, voice* my protest in opposition to the last 
ani(*ndinent of Mr. Abdul Bari wliich he has put forward as an utter 
counsel of despair. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 want now to adjourn the House, and after 
adjournment I shall call upon one member of the »(^)alition Party to 
apeak, and thereafter the Hmi’ble the Finance Minister will speak. 

(The House was then adjourned for twenty minutes.) 

{After adjournment.) 

Mmilvi . ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion of m\ honourable friend Mairlvi Abdul Bari. 

Sir, in the beginning, 1 would ^ike to say that personally I am 
opposed to dog-racing, and 1 may also assure the members opposite 
that many of my friends on this side also oppose this measure of taxa* 
tion (Mr. Santosh Ki mar Bastt : Measure of taxation?)— I am 
sorry, measure of dog-racing from the very beginning. I may remind 
the House that Bengal is not inhabited by Mussalm^jis alone. From 
the religious point of view, Mu^almans are opposed to dog-:^cing. 
From the rdKgious point of'view^ M^ssalmans cannot support this 
measure at all. At the same tim#, Sir, we are fully alive and conscious 
j. oi the fact that any measure which is passed by the Government of 
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Bengal should have the sanction not of this or that conmiunity alone 
buWhould get the sanction of all the people inhabiting this province. 

There has been condemnation and wholesale condemnation from 
that side and I have folind that my friend, Mr. Jalaluddin ITashemy, 

' has levelled bitter cu’iticism against this Bill. But I should say that 
my friend has missed’ the intention which actuated the moving of the 
motion for eliciting public opinion. 5,^he consideration should not be 
taken at this hour simply because public opinion should be taken, 
whether the length and breadth of the province will support this Bill 
and the principle of this Bill, or not. I find that there is the motion in 
the agenda paper moved by my friend, Dr. Sanyal, to the effect that 
the Bill be referred to the Select CommittfH*. If that motion be 
accepted, I should say that it would be doing injustice to the province 
as a whole. If once this Bill be referred to a Select Committee, the 
principle of the Bill is accepted in the beginning. That is why thi» 
Diotion has been moved before this House that the Bill be circulated 
for eliciting public opinion. I have already stated that it is the inten- 
lion of th,e mover of this motion that public opinion should be taken 
and it should be considered whether the public are in favour of passing 
this Bill or in favour of'rejecting it, whether the public are in favour 
T)f adopting the principle of the Bill or whether they are in favour of 
rejecting it altogether; and with that end in view, the motion for 
circulation was moved. But, Sir, my friend, Mr. Bari, has moved a 
motion cutting shoit the period for circulation. Tliai motion is very 
rea.sonable, hut I am sorry to say that my esteemed friend, Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Ba’Su, has said that ihe motion may be described as a farce 
and it may be passed in order to^ elicit the. opinion of the Coalition 
Party. He has, at tlie same time, said tliat the major portion of the 
period will lie passed witliin the holidays. But I would like to repeat 
th<^ai’gumeiit of my friend, Mr. Bari, who has said that after the 
publication of this Bill it was l>efon^ the public and public opinion 
may have been fortbooming and that is why Mr. Bari is proposing this 
motion* to he circulated for jnihlic opinion for this short period. 
Public opinion may be forthcoming which may supjiort or reject the 
])^inciple of dog-racing, and 1 think this p<»riod will be suflicient to 
get that opinion. Tlfe holidays will not stand in th<‘ way of sending 
the opinions of different jiartie.s to- the liCgislature during the holidays. 

Sir, I may say that the Coalition Party is nr^ in a position to 
accept ihe principle nor are they in a position to reject it. They* are 
conscious of their duties and responsibilities that this Government will 
have to consider ever} opinion and the pros and cons of the matter. 
With that end in view circulation motion has been moved. With 
these words I support the motion of Hiy friend Mr. Abdul. Bari. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RANJ/CN BARKER: 1 can at once say 
that although I want to raise some money from dog-racing/ I am. not 
30 
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in favour of dog-racing. My purpose in introducing tkis Bill was that 
if dog-racing is continued, the State should not be deprived of -^his 
revenue. In 1922, when the Amusement Tax Act was enacted, dog- 
racing was not in vogue. There were two parts of that Amusement 
Tax — one for entertainment and another for betting. So far as the 
entertainment tax was concerned, the definition was wide enough to 
include even dog-racing and we are getting some entertainment tax 
out of dog-racing but we could not, because of sections 14 and 23, 
impose lax on betting in dog-racing. That is why I introduce this 
Bill. But, Sir, I also know that most of the supporters of Govern- 
ment are against dog-racing. They want to stop dog-racing as soon 
as possible. But if this Act is passed, then, it will practically by 
implication legalise dog-racing and it will not come within the 
mischief of the Calcutta Police Act and the Bengal Public Gaming 
Act. That is why when L found that they were vehemently opposed to 
dog-racing itself, I was pix^pared to accept the circulation motion to 
give them time and also to enable the Government to consider what 
polic!y to ado]»t: otlierwise the circulation motion of a Finance Bill 
e.ould not be accepted. Some of my friends had enquired how 1 could 
Rgree to the circulation of a Finance Bill. BiP there is a very import- 
ant difference here : the actual subject on which the tax is levied is 
being objected to by a large section of the House. The objection is 
not to the financial as])e(*t of the thing but to the subject which it is 
proi)osed to tax. So, in order to decide the policy of the Government, 
this motion for circulation can be accepted. But, Sir, if the House 
think that they are in favour of continuing dog-racing, them certainly 
this Bill may be considered to-day and the tax imposed. I am rather 
confused at the attitude taken up by the Congre'hs Benches to-day, 
because I was under the impression that they were against dog-racing 
but from the speeches and the amendments moved by them I fi^c> Jhat 
they want that this Bill should be passed to-night so that dog-racing 
may be legalised (Rai Harendra Nath Chaldiiuri: Question, 
question, not at all). My friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri says 
“not at all”. I would ask him to show how if the Bill is taken into 
consideration and passed to-night you can stop it to-morrow without 
amending this Bill. 

Dr. NALINAI^SHA 8ANYAL: Are you stopping it without the 
Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RANJAN 8ARKER. No, that is not in 
my power. When I find that a considerable section of the House 
want to consider whether they would allow dog-racing to confine or 
.not, I want to give them time for a month or two but my friends on 
I he Congress Benches are so impatient and they are so enamoured of 
dog-racing that they want to pass this Bill to-night. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I hope we will survive this one 
month and see what happens. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Have patience 
and you will see. Now, Sir, Ihe attitude of the Government is that 
if dog-racing for some reason or other is allowed, it must he taxed. 
But if dog-racing is not allowed and if it is the intention of the House 
that dog-racing should not be continued then 1 am not very keen to 
push on this Bill and I will withdraw tliis Bill at once. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Stop it, withdraw it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am amused to 
hear a iiew' thing from the Congress Benches to-da.> . They were 
requesting me not to pa\ heed to majority opiuioik — a new' interpreta- 
tion of democracy indeed ! We should not pay heed to the majority 
opinion in order to force the Bill to-night through the House. 

The .motion of Mr. Abdul Bari that the Bengal Amusemenis Tax 
(Ame.ndment) Bill, 19d9, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the Ajiril, 19d9, w-as then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was tjien adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 17th 
April, 19*^9, at the AsHembl\ House, Calcutta. 
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Introduction of Bengal Rural Primary 
Education Act, 1930, in Nadia dis> 
trict; (Q.) p. 355. 

Money-lenders Bill, Bengal, 19381 pp. 272- 

299, 318-354. 


Money-lenders BUI 

Fixation of dates for — : p. 115. 


Money spent on Jails of Bengali (Q.) p. 

307. 


Morgan, Mr. C. 

The Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939: pp. 217, 
218. 


Mozammef Huq, Maulvl Md. 

Appointments in the Finance Depart- 
ment# (Q.) p. 406. 

Assistants sent on deputation to other 
departments on higher grades: (Q.) 
p. 404. 

Bengal Amusements Tax (AmendmeA) 
Bill, 1939: pp. 431-433, 436.^ 
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iloittmiMl Huq, Maulvl Md.— CWtd. 

Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1939: pp. 
344-346. 

Calcutta-Barisal Tmnk Road Scheme: 
(Q.) p. 269. 

Muhammad lirail, Maulvl 

Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed 
Relief Bill, 1939: pp. 54, 66. 

Jute c^ss: (Q.) p. 35. 

Muhammad Solalman, Khan Sahib 
Maulvl 

Public Prosecutors in Calcutta Police 
Courts: (Q.) p. 255. 

Muhammadan prooettlonlatf 

The Provincial Hindu Conference in 
Khulna and conduct of — on the 
occasion: (Q.) p. 13. 

MukerJI, Mr. Ohirendra Narayan 

Edon Canal Staff: (Q.) p. 97. 

Mukherjae, Dr. Sharat Chandra 

Frequent changes of text-books in 
primary and secondary schools: 

(Q.) P. 21. 

Mulllok, th§ Hon’bla Mr. Mukunda 
Bahary 

Appeals before the Special Appellate 
Officers, Comilla, against decisions of 
Debt Settlement Boards; (Q.) p. 
269. 

Appointment of Co-operative Inspectors 
and Auditors: (Q.) p. 248, 

Appointment of Inspectors and Audi- 
tors in the Co-operative flepartment 
in the regime of Hon’ble Minister: 
(Q.) p. 135. 

Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1939: pp. 208, 209, 219- 
223. 

*^Oo-opeaative Rural Societies in Seraj- 
gimj tubdivision : (Q.) p. 37. 


Mttiliek, tha HoiPMa Mr.* MvfcvBia 
Bahary— Confd. 

r * 

Defalcation and misappropriation of 
money in Hooghly Central Co-<iperar> 
tive Bank, Ltd.: (Q.) p. 77. 

East Indian. Co-oi>erative Credit 
Society; (Q.) p. 144. 

Inspection of Debt Settlement Boards 
by Subdivisional Officer of Chandpor,. 
Tippera: (Q.) p. 172. 

Special Debt Settlement Board of Haji- 
ganj, Tippera: (Q.) p. 171. 


Municipal (Amandmant) Bill 

The Bengal—, 1937: pp. 109-115. 


Musharruff Hoatain, tha Hon'bla Khaia 

Bahadur 

Admmistrator-Generars .(Bengal 

Amendment) Bill, 1939: p. 399. 

Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1939: pp.^ 
272, 273, 348-351. ^ 

Fines realised for petty cases in Polico^ 
Courts, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 28. • 

Muslim Superintendents and Benck 
Clerks in tile Calcutta High Courts 
(Q.) p. 31. 

(Ifficial Trustees \ Bengal Amendment)' 
Bill, 1939: p. 399. 

Payment of conveyance and folding; 
charges, etc., to jurors: 2^. 

Pdblic Prosecutors in Calcutta Police- 
Courts: (Q.) p. 256.’ ^ ' 

Recruitment of Judges and Magistralea 
from the Bar: (Q.) p. 25,5. 

Relations between Bench and Bar iit 
the Civil Courts of Pirojpur, Bakar- 
ganj: (Q.) p. 9. 

Muslim mill-hands * 

Of Tittagarh and Aryya Samaj actiK 
vities; (Q.) p. 310. 


Muslim Buparlntandants 

And Bench Clerks in the Calcutt* 
High Court: (Q.) p. 31. 
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Ma^ tMt 

in Calcutta and Howrah and 
decrease in the supply of — : (Q.) p. 

94. 

Myminfingli 

Additional grant for the Free Primary 
Education Scheme for — : (Q.) p. 

239. 

Resuscitation of dying rivers of — : 
(Q.) p. 178. 

Visitors of — Jail: (Q.) p. 9o. 

gr-i 

Nadia district 

Introduction of Rural Primary Educa- 
. tion Act, 1930, in—: (Q.) p. 355. 

Nandigrapi thana 

Inclusion of— in Bogra. (Q.) p. 401. 

Nandy, tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8ris- 
Chandra, of Cossimbazar 

Abolition of Ghatal, Circuit Embank- 
ment in Midnapore: (Q.) p. 132. 

Bengal Rioad Project: *(Q.) p. 403. 

Calcutta-Barisal Trunk Road Scheme. 
(Q.) p. 270. 

Clerks in Presidency and Central Circle 
o4 the Commuuication.s and Works 
^ Department: (Q.) p. 246. 

Construction of a bridge over *the 
** Cossye riveV in Midnapore: (Q.) p. 

• 268? 

Deteriori^tion of Bidyadhari, Peuli and 
, Adiganga, 24-PargaDas* (Q.) p. 
181. 

Eden Canal staff: (Q.) p. 98. 
Employees in the Development Circle: 

. (Q.) p. 176. . • 

Excavation of Tontulia-Baiugram Canal, 
Faridpur: (Q.) p. 413. 

Patni community': (Q.) p. 129. 

R^lg^itation of dying rivers of 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 178. 

Snbor^inate Accounts Clerks: (Q.) p. 
. 249. 


rr 

Nazlimiddin, tlio Khwidd 8lr». 

K.C.I.E. 

Assault on a Krishak V^olunteer at 
Kachuabasar, Hajiganj, Tippera; 
(Q.) p. 91. 

Assault on the Dock workers of 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 82. 

Ban on “Desher Katha” by late Pundit 
Sakharnm Gunosh Deushkar: (Q.) 
p. 76. 

Calcutta Polmo (Amendment) Bill, 
1939: p. 4(K). 

Competition on Tuki Road lietweeiL 
omnibus and railway service: (0 ) 
p. ia5. 

Criminal easc.s and appeals before the 
Magistrates ot Pubnu: (Q.) p. 307. 

Onticism of a local M.L.A. by the 
Subdivisional Oliii'cr of Chandpur at 
a public meeting at Ilainjiur, 
Tippera: (g.) p. 73. 

Establishment of Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department (Intelligence 
Branch), Bengal: (Q ) p. 3. 

Increaso of crimes in Baiganj polii'c- 
statioii, Dinajpur. (g.) p. 3(X), 

Money spent on jails of Bengal: (g ) 
p. 307. 

Muslim mill-hands of Tittagarh and 
Aryya Samaj activities: (g.) p. 311 . 

Offences against women by Hindus and 
Muslims: (g.) j). .31 

Passport for Japan for Chiranjilal 
Shroff: (g.) p. 85. 

Police camp at Shihjmr in Dinajpur for 
investigation of a ducoitv case: (g ) 
p. 78. 

Posting of a Circle Ofliccr in Cornilla 
South Subdivision: (g.) p. 3(J0. 

Pro-Nazi propaganda b.v the members 
of the German (3ub in Calcutta: 
(Q.) P. 1. 

Provincial Hindu C’onferenoe in 
Khulnaa and conduct of Muham- 
madan processionists on the occasion • 
(Q.) p. 13. 

Restriction on the movements of re- 
leased detenus and political prisoners: 
(Q.) p. 364. 

Terrorist prisoners and their examina- 
tion by an Advisory Committee? 
(Q.) p. 412. 
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M wi airtdl ii, tbt HoM’kM Khwaja tir, 

K.C.I.E.— 

Training of constablen in Sarda Police 
Training College: (Q.) p. 309. 

Visitors of Mymensingh Jail: (Q.) P- 
96. 

floakhall 

Matriculation District Scholarships to 
— district: (Q.) P- 27. 

^oakhall R. K. Zllla School 

Deprovincialization of — : (Q-) P- 4^0^- 

Hon-Ofncial Blllii pp. 38-70. 

Humbar 

Of Scheduled Castes employees in the 
Court of Ward Estates under the 
Dacca Collectorate : (Q.) p- 192. 

vObItuary 

Maharaja Sir Man math a Nath Ray 
Ohoudhury, of Santosh: pp. ‘2J5-2J9. 

Offonoot 

Against women hy Hindus and 
Muslims ; (Q.) p. <3^1- 

'Official mode of address 

To Presidents of Union Boards: (Q.) 
p. 409. 

lOfflolal Records Bill, 1930 

The Bengal — ; pp. 385-4394. 

Official Trustees (Bengal Amendment) 

Bill, 1930: p. 399. 

Oll-mllls 

In Calcutta end Howrah and decrease 
in the supply of mustard seed; (Q ) 

p. 94. 

Omnibus and railway Service 

' ,C)omi^tition on Taki Road between—: 

iQ.) P. 184. 


Pabna 

Criminal cases and appeal before the 
Magistrates of — : (Q.) p. 366. 

Parbatipur: 

Complaint against the Sub-Re^strar, , 
— , Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 317. 

Passport 

For Japan for Chiranjilal Shroff: (Q.) 
p. 84. 

Patni community: (Q.) p. 129.^ 
Payment 

Of conveyance and f coding charges, 
etc., to Jurors: (Q.) p. 252. 

Peali 

Detoriorat'on of — : (Q.) p. l81. 

Petty oases 

Fines realised for — in Police Courts, 
('alcutta: ((^ ) p. 28. 

Point of Order raised by Dr^ Nallnaksha 
Sanyal 

li 1 

Regarding taking the consent of a 
member when he is summoned to 
serve on a Select Commi^t^dfe: ,pp. 
224, 225. 

Police Camp 

At Shibpur in Dinajpur for investigar 
tion of a dacoity case: (Q.) p. 78. 

Police Courts 

Fines realised for petty cases in—, 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 28. ' 

Public Prosecutors in Calcutta — : (Q.) 
p. 255. 

Political prisoner! and detenus ^ 

Restriction on the movements of re- 
leased — : (Q-) P« 363. 
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PotUng 

Of a Circle Oliicer in Comilla South 
^ibdivision: tQ ) P- ihiO. 

Presidency and Central Circle 

CterlcH in — of the Conimunications anil 
Works Doparlniont . (Q.) p. 24’). 

Presidents 

Official mode ot address to — of rnion 
Boards: (Q.) p. 40i). 

PriflRers 

Terrorist^ — and their examination l\v an 
Advisory Committee. (0.) ji. 412 


Pro-Nazi propaganda 

By the members of the German Club 
in ’Calcutta: (Q.) p. J. 


Provincial Hindu Conference 

. In Khulna and conduct of Muhani- 
*madan prwessioni'stH on the occasion. 

m i>. 13. 

Provisions 

For drinking water-sheds, etc., in the 
J[loyal Botanic Gardens. (0 ) P- ^71. 

-fc 

public Demands Recovery (Amendment) 
Bill, 1837, Bengal: p. Ob. 


•Public Prosecutors 

In Calcutta Police Courts: (Q.) p. 
255. 


Question 

vSupplementary — on the statement made 
by the Hon,’ bio Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Roy on starred questions No. 
323A regarding relief for hunger- 
mafehers from certain thanas in 
Bakarganj: (Q.) pp. 415-423. 


xvil 

Raigan) polioe-staUon 

IniTortso of crimeN in — , Diuajpur: 
tCh ) P ilfX.). 


Ralkut, the Hon'ble Mr. Prosanna Deb 

Bengal Kxeise (.VineiidiiKiit) Bill, 1939; 
pp. 397, 398, 399. 

Kxci.so sho[»s in Diniijpur: (Q.) p. 88. 

Rajibuddln Tarafdar, Mauivi 

Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1939: pp. 
330-338. 


Rajshahi 

CoiiHtriK tion oi nudalliMl road on khas 
niahal land, - • (Q.) p. !U5. 


Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra KIshore 

Bengal Finance Bill, 1939; p. 150. 


Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

.Jagannath Intermediate College budgot: 
(().) p. 30,3. 


Realisation 

Of arrear rents in the Western Diiars 
khas mahals: (Q.) p. 408. 

Of n-rits of khas mahal jotes by tho 
o|>crat)()n of SuiiHct Law in Chitta- 
gong liistnct, (Q.) p. 257. 

Recipients of scholarships 

For medical training in foreign coun- 
irii'H. {Q.) p. 5. 

Recruitment 

Of Judges and Magistrates from tho 
Bar: (Q.) p. 254. 


Relations 

Between Bench and Bar in the Civil 
Courts of Pirojpur, Bakargiyii : ^Qf) 
p. 8. 
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RtHtf 

For hunger-marchers from certain 
thanas in IJakarganj : (Q.) p. 

To the cultivators of Tangail and 
Jamalpur subdivisions; (Q.) p. 17*1. 

Rants 

Realisation of a^oar—in the Western 
JJuars khas mahals- (Q,.) p. 4(J8. 

Report (t) 

By the Circle Officer, Hajigunj, 
against some ex-Presidents of Union 
Boards of his (’ircle: (Q.) p. 14(1. 

Of Local Audit Department, 193G-37. 
Annual: (Q.) p. 138. 

Restriction 

On the inovcments ot released detenus 
and political prisoners: (0-) P- 

Rivers 

Resuscitation of dying — of Mymen- 
singh: (Q.) p. 178. 

Road 

Calcutta-Barisal Trunk— Schenms- (Q.) 
p. 269. 

Construction ot metalled— on khas 
inahal land, Rajshahi; (Q.) p. dlo. 
Project, Bengal; (Q.) p. 402. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir BI)oy Prasad Singh 

Attachment of estates by Government 
in Dinajpur distriid under C<*hs Act: 
(Q.) P. 7. 

Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 19:17. pp. 67, 68. 

Bengal Rural Poor and l^nemployed 
Relief Bill, 19:19; pp. 67. .68, 61, 6:1- 
(> 6 . 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment I Bill, 
19:i7: p. 105. 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
' .Bill, ^938: pp. 228, 230-232, 376, 377, 

381. 


Roy, the Hon'bie Sir Bijoy Prasad 8in|;^ 

(UmtiL 

Cess f-redited to District Fund *froni 
khas mahals in Noakhali: (Q.) p. 
8 . 

Clerks in Dinajpur Collectorate : (Q:) 

p. :106. 

Conduct oi officers of the Cossimbaaar 
Wards Estate in Gaibandha sub- 
division, Rangimr: (Q.) p. 3. 

(Construction of metalle<l road on khas 
mahal land, Rajshahi: (Q.) p. 316. 

Deb-Barman hlstate of Dinajpur; (Q.) 
p. 172. * 

Distress in Jessore due to failure of 
crop.s. (Q ) p. 72. 

Extension of Bengal Tenancy Act in 
the W(*steru Duars khas mahals: 
(g.) p. 260. 

Indian Stainj) (Bengal Amenjlment) 
Bill, 19:i8* pp. .394, .395, :396. 

Number ot Scheduksl Castes employees 
in the C^ourt oi Wards Estates undef 
the Dacca ('ollect orate; (Q.) p. 192. 

Realisation of acrear rents in •the 
Western Duars khas mahals: (Q.) 

j). 108. • 

Realisation oi rents oi khas mahal joies 
•h\ the operatnfli of Sunset Law in 
(Chittagong distrii t : (Q.) p. 258. 

Reliet for hunger-marchers from*cej- 
tain thanas in Bakarganj. (Q.) p. 
^ 68 . 

• % 

Relief to cultivators of Tangjiil and 
.lamaliuir; (Q ) j). 174. 

Statement in connection w*ith short 
notice starred question No. 323 A 
Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, regarding 
reliet for the hunger-marchers from 
certain thanas in Bakarganj; pp. 367- 
:ft}9, :371, 372. • 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandri 

Payment of conveyance and fooding 
charges, etc., to jurors: (Q.) pr252. 

Resuscitation of dying rivers of 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 178. 



INDEX. 


VoIm LIV, No. 5.] 

r ^ 

lir/Dliafi«n}oy 

^Spinber of Scheduled Castes employees 
in the C\)urt of Wards Estates under 
the I)ac(*a Cgllectorate. (Q.) p. 192. 

Water-hyaenith pest in Aaril bil area, 

. Munshiganj, Dacca- (Q.) ]). 112. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram 

Rec-ipients of scholarships lor medical 
training in foreign countries: (Q.) 
p. 5. 

Royal Botanic Gardens 

mi*' 

Provision ol drinking aator-sheds, etc , 
in the—: (Q.) p. 271. 

Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 

Bengal, 1930: pp. 38-(>G. 

Rural Primary Education Act, 1930 

Introduction of — in Nadia district. 
(Q.) p. :io5. 

Udaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Steamer servic-cs tctwci'ii Khulna and 
Jlarii^il. (Q.) p. 3J3. 

talim, Mr. 8. A. ^ 

Terrorist prisoners and their exainina- 
tioii by an Advi.sor^ Coininittei' 

. •(y.) p. 412. 

lonauiiah, D(. 

Educational irnstitutions in (3iittagong 
district ■ (Q ) p 2(i! 

Pro-Nazi jiropagamla by the incinbi'rs 
of the German (3ub in (’alcutta 

(Q.) P. 1. 

Realisation of rents of khas niahal jotes 
by the operation of Sunset l.aw in 
Chittagong district. (Q.) p. 2o7. 

lofiyal, Dr. Nalinaksha 

Bengal Amusefhents Tax (Amendment) 

-^11, 1939: p. 424. 

Bengal Finance Bill, 1939. jip. 152, I.").'!. 

Bengal Official Records Bill, 1939- pj). 
386-388. 


xix 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinakaha— Confif. 

Bengal Rural Poor and TTnomployed 
Relief Bill. 1939: pp. 43, 44. 

Indian Stamp (Bengal Amendment) 
Bill, ia38. pp. 395, 396. 

On the constitutional issue raised in 
conmxrtion with section 82 of the 
G<i\ernment of India Act: pp. 39, 40. 

Ihnnt of order regarding taking the 
consent of a memher when he is 
siiiiimofUHl to serve on a StdtH^t (Viin- 
mittw |)i). 221, 225, 227. 

Statenient by the Hon’ble Minister in 
connection with starred question 
No. 323A. p. 370. 

Sarda Police Training College 

Truimiig of constabli's in- . (C^.) p. 

309. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhu Sudan 

Granting stipemls to Scheduled (Pastes 
Htmlents (Q.) p. :U)1. 

Jbitni coimiiiinity ((,).) ji. 129, 

Barker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan 

.Vppoiiitmeiits in the Kmiinci' l)e|)aii- 
nicnl . (Q.) p. 107. 

.XsM.staiils sent on deputation to other 
departments on higher grades: (Q.) 
p 105. 

Bengal AiniiseiiM'ntH Tax ( Aiiiendmenl) 
Hill, 1939 pp. 423, 441-443. 

Bengal Finance Bill, 1939 pp. 1 1!>, ](»()- 
102, 107. 

Nuinber ot F^xcciitive and Judicial 
OHh-ers who completed 30 years ol 
M-rvu-c and 55 years ot age. (i).) p. 
131. 

Suppiementar\ sihodulc' of authorised 
(‘xpenditure- p 193. 

Scarcity 

F isli -in Bengal : ((^ ) p. 1 1 

Scheduled Castes 

(’apital grant for the education df— : 

414 . 
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SoMuled CxitM-^Contd. 

Number of — employcKJs in the Court of 
Wards Estates under the Dacca Col- 
lectorato: (Q.) p. 192. 

Htiponds to—Ktudents; (Q.) p. 391. 

Solitclule 

Supj)lenientary — of authoriHcxl expendi- 
ture: p. 193. 

Soholarthipt 

Matriculation — to Noakhali district 
(Q.) P. ii7. 

H(M*ipientH of — for medical trainirij^ in 
foreijjcn countries . (Q.) p. .0. 

School buildings 

Construcition of— in Ti^ipera: (Q.) p. 

190. 

Son, Sabu Nagendra Nath 

Bonf^al AniusenientH Tax (Amendment) 
Bill, 1939: pp. 437-439. 

Bengal Finance Bill, 1939- jip. 158, 159. 

SoraJganJ Subdivision 

Co-operative Bural Societies in- 
(Q.) P. 37. 

Shron, Mr. Chlranjilal 

Passport for .Japan lor (() ) p. HI. 

Shibpur 

Police' cam[» at - in Dinajpur for investi- 
gation of a (lacoity case. (Q ) p. 
78. 

Siligurl 

Establishment of Debt Settlement 
Boards in — . (Q.) p. 241. 

SIngha, Babu Kshetra Nath 

Bengal Money-lemU'rs Bill. 19.39 pp. 
.342, 343. 

Site 

'‘For tho Agricultural Farm in C'hitta- 
go^ig: (Q.) p. 259. 


Speaker, Mr. (the Hon'ble Khin Bahadur 
M. Azizul Haque, C.I.E.) Observations 
and Rulings of 

Regarding section 82 of the Gov’ern- 
ment of India Act (special provisions 
as to financial Bills) : pp. .38, .39, 41, 
42. 

Giving proper status and recognition 
to all parties and groups in the 
Opposition: pp. 227, "228. 

(Constitutional issues raised on tho 
Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1939: pp. 
.32.5-.334 . 

Fixation ol dates lor Money-lendci s 

Bill- pp. 11.5, no. ^ 

On the motion of disapproval of the 
Bengal .lute Ordinance, 1938 as jiro- 
mulgated by the Government of 
Bengal under section 88(1) of tliC 
Government of India Act, 1935: pi). 
.382-384. 

Point of order regarding statements 
likely to iafluonco voting immediately 
aft<'r division is called: p. 107. 

On the point of order rcgard-i^ 
ing taking the consent of a member 
when ho is summoned to servo on a 
Select Commili^e. pp, 2‘2.5, 220. ” 

Statement by the llon’ble MinistiT in 
connection with starred cpiestion 
No. .323.\. pp. .371, 372. 

‘Supplementary •questions on com- 
munal percentages, j). 4. 

Time-table of Bengal Money-k^ders 
Bill p|>. 140-148. 

l's«' oi indecorous languag(‘ and [ler- 
Konal alla<*ks pp. 433, 4.34. 

Special Appellate Officers 

Appeals before — , C’omilla, against deci- 
sions oi Debt Settlement Boards: 

{{).) p. 208. 

Special Debt Settlement Board 

Of llajiganj, 'Fippera (Q.) p. 170. 

Statement 

In connection with short notice starred 
question No. 323.\’ ^f Mr. Abdul 
Wahab Khan regarding reliei fert "the 
hunger-mandiers trom certain thanas 
in Bakarganj by tho Hon'ble Sir 
Bijo\ Prasad Singh Roy: pp. 367-372. 
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StMMmir Mrvfbet 

Khulna and Barisal: (Q.) p. 
313. 

StipencM 

To Scheduled Castes Ntudents. (Q.) 
p. 301. • 


Subdlvisional Officer 

CViticism of a hniil iM.li.A. hy the — 
ol Chand])ur at a puldic Mieetiiijjj at 
ly^pur, 'I'lpiK'ra. (Q.) p, 73. 

Inspection ol Debt Settlenu'nl lioaitl.s 
by — ot C^iandpur, Tippera (Q ) p 
' 171. 


Subordinate Accounts Clerks: (Q.) p. 

248. 


Sub-Registrar 

Complaint against the — , Parbatipur, 
.. Dinajpur: p. 317. 


*|prawardyr the Hon’ble »dr. H. S. 

^ Annual Heport ol bocal .Vndit. Dejiart- 
inent, 1930-37; (tj ) p. 1.19 * 

Bengal .Jute Ordinance, 193S p. 3H2 

Money-lenders Hill, 1939 jij) 
34(;-.34H. ^ 

^Icngal Municipal ( Aineinlnicnt ) Hill, 
. 19.37<^ pp 112-111 

Calcutta Municipal ( Ainendnuoit and 
Vali(Iat?t»n ) Hill. |ip. 19.3, PHi, 197, 
• 199, 200, 204, 20.V 
Jut<‘ ecHs: (Q.) j). .35. 

Lo(*al Board Elections in Midnapore 
district; (Q.)^ p. 19. j 

^ Presenting the Report of the Sek'ct 
Couimitk^e on the C^llcutta Municipal 
(Aniendinent) Bill, 1939; {>. 146. 
Re|>ort.s by the Oirele Oflicer, Hajiguiij. 
aittiMist some ex-Previdmits ot I'nion 
Boards of his Circle. (0 ) p. HI. 
Steamer services between Khulna and 
• Barisal. ) p. *iU3. 


Sunset Laws 

Realisation of rent.s of khas mahal jotos 
by the operation of — in Chittagong 
district: (Q.) p. 257. 


Superintendents 

Muslim — and Bench Clerks in the 
Caleutta High Court; (Q.) p. 31. 


Supplementary questions 

On the slateriKMit muile by the Hon'blo 
Bijoy Pra.sad Singh Roy on 
starred (piestion .No. .323A reganlmg 
ndief lor hunger-ninrebers Irom eer- 
taiii (haiias in Bakiirganj; (Q.) pp. 
41.5-423. 


Supplementary Schedule of authorised 
expenditure: p. 193. 


Surgeon Superintendent of Mayo Hoe- 
pitab Calcutta: (Q.) p. 22. 
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